Columbia  5flntt)cr5^ftp 

intlirCttpofiUftogork 

THE  LIBRARIES 


GIVEN  BY 

Timothy  Schmiderer 


SIR  JOHN  FROISSJRT'S 

CHRONICLES 

OF 

ENGLAND,   FRANCE,    SPAIN, 

AND     THE 

ADJOINING    COUNTRIES, 

FROM  THE  LATTER  PART  OF  THE  REIGN  OF  EDWARD  II. 
TO  THE  CORONATION  OF  HENRY  IV. 

NEWLY    TRANSLATED    FROM    THE    FRENCH    EDITIONS, 
WITH    VARIATIONS    AND     ADDITIONS     FROM     MANY     CELEBRATED     MSS^ 


By    THOMAS    JOHNES. 


Cafio  To  8)aH  telle  a  tale  after  amRtt, 

Ipe  mofte  veljerfc,  as  luigl^e  aiS  cUct  ^t  can, 

(Ebertc'S  Ujornc,  if  it  lie  in  iji?  charge, 

aii  Cpeke  !)e  iicber  fo  nindj  ann  fo  large  j 

©r  e!le0  i)e  molle  telleii  ^ts  tafe  unt:i-ci]jc, 

iSDt  fcineu  tljinge^,  ot  Snnen  tuoiDe^  nctue. 

Chaucer's  prolocve. 
THE    SECOND    EDITION. 

TO    WHICH    IS    PREFIXED, 

A    LIFE    OF    THE   AUTHOR,    AN  ESSAY    ON    HIS    WORK%^ 

A    CI^ITiCISM    ON    HIS    HISTORY, 

AND    A    DISSERTATION    ON    HIS    POETRY. 

VOL.  VL 

L  0  N  D  O  K: 

PRINTED  FOR  LONGMAN,  HURST,  REES,   AND   ORME,   PATERNOSXS&-ROW  ; 
AND    J.    WHITE,    FLEET-STREET. 

1806. 


fy^,  V 


-f- 


v/. 


i'.  DAVISON,  Priillcr, 
Whltcfnars. 


GIFT  OF 


THE 


CONTEiNTS 


THE    SIXTH    VOLUME. 


CHAP.     I.   THE  Earl  of  Fhnders  again  lays  fiegc 

to  Ghent  _         -  -  Page  1 

II.  The  Earl  of  Flanders  raifes  the  Siege 
of  Ghent. — Two  rich  Citizens,  de- 
firous  of  negotiating  a  Peace  between 
the  Earl  and  the  Town,  are  put  to 
Death  by  Peter  Du  Bois  and  Philip 
Von  Artaveld         _  -  _  7 

III.  An  lufurreclion  in  Paris,  on  Account 

of  the  intended  Taxes. — The  Lord 
De  Coucy  appeafes  it. — The  Duke  of 
Anjou  makes  Preparation  for  his 
Journey  to  Naples         -  -         -     1 4 

IV.  The  Englifh  make  ail  Expedition  againfl 

the  Spaniards,  contrary  to  the  Or- 
ders of  the  King  of  Portugal. — ^The 
Caftle  of  Fighiere  is  taksn  -  20 

y.  After  the  Conqueft  of  the  C.iftle  of 
Fighiere,  the  Canon  de  Robevfac, 
returning  to  his  Garrifon,  is  in 
great  Danger. — Succours  come  from 
France  to  Caftille  -         -         -       2.6 

VI.     The    Emperor  Winceflaus   sends   his 
Siller  Anne  to  King  Richard  of  Eng- 
land, who  makes  her  his  Queen     -       30 
a  2,  CHAP. 


>       ^  Page 

CHAP.  VII.  The  King  of  France  cannot  obtain 
]Money  from  the  Receiver  at  Paris. 
— The  Duke  of  Anjou  marches  into 
Italy  with  a  noble  Attendance  of 
Knights  -  -  -  -     34 

VIII.  The  Earl  of  Savoy,  vAio  had  accom- 
panied the  Duke  of  Anjou  to  Na- 
ples, orders  a  Man  to  be  beheaded, 
who  had  boafted  that  he  would 
give  them  Pofleffion  of  the  Caftel 
Del  Ovo  by  Enchantment  -        40 

IX.  The  Canon  de  Robcrfac  makes  another 
Excurfion  contrary  to  the  Will  of  the 
King  of  Portugal,  and  takes  feveral 
Places  adjoining  to  Seville  -     44 

X,  The  Canon  and  his  Companions  gain 
much  Booty  from  the  King  of  Caf- 
tille. — They  mutiny  againft  the  King 
of  Portugal,  who  orders  their  Pay 
to  be  inflantly  delivered  to  them       -     49 

XI.  The  Kings  of  Caftille  and  Portugal  af- 
femble  their  Forces. — Peace  made 
between  them,  againfl  the  Will  of 
the  Englifti  -         -  -         -     59 

XII.  A  Juft  between  a  French  Knight  and 
an  Englifli  Squire. — The  Earl  of 
Cambridge  leads  back  his  Army  to 
England,  with  his  Son,  whofe  be- 
trothed Wife,  the  Infanta  of  Por- 
tugal, is  afterwards  married  to  the 
King  of  Caftille         -  -  -     6-V 

XIII.  Ghent  is  in  great  Dift;refs  for  Provifions: 
They  are  fuccoured  by  the  Inhabit- 
ants of  Liege         r-         -         -         -     69 

CHAP. 


Page 
CHAP.  XIV.  The  Earl  of  Flanders  fends  a  harfh  An- 
fwer  to  thofe  who  wlfhed  to  mediate 
a  Peace  between  him  and  Ghent. — 
The  Populace,  under  the  Name  of 
Maillotins,  rife  again  at  Paris  -     77 

XV.  The  Citizens  of  Ghent,  after  having 
heard  from  Philip  Von  Artaveld  the 
Terms  of  Peace  which  he  had 
brought  from  the  Conferences  at 
Tournay,  march  out,  to  the  Num- 
ber of  five  Thoufand,  to  attack  the 
Earl  of  Flanders  in  Bruges  -     82 

XVI.  The  Order  of  Battle  of  the  Ghent 
Men. — They  defeat  the  Earl  of  Flan- 
ders and  the  Men  of  Bruges. — The 
Means  by  which  this  was  brought 
about  -  -  -  -  _     yo 

XVII.  Bruges  is  taken  by  the  Ghent  Army. — 
The  Earl  of  Flanders  faves  himfelf ' 
in  the  Houfe  of  a  poor  Woman  -  97 
XVIII.  The  Ghent  Men  fpare  the  foreign 
Merchants  in  Bruges. — The  Earl  of 
Flanders  quits  Bruges,  and  returns 
to  Lille,  whither  fome  of  his  People 
had  already  retreated         -  -        103 

XIX.  The  Condu£l  of  the  Ghent  Men  at 
Bruges. — All  the  Towns  in  Flan- 
ders furrender  to  them  except  Ou- 
denarde  -  -  -  -     109 

XX.  Philip  Von  Artaveld,  on  his  Return  to 
Ghent,  lives  in  great  Pomp. — The 
Earl  of  Flanders  refides  in  Lille  113 

XXI.  Philip  Von  Artaveld  and  the  Ghent 

Men  lay  fiege  to  Oudenarde         -       117 

CHAP. 


VI 

Page 
CHAP.  XXII.  A  Deiachment  of  the  Ghent  Army 
from  before  Oudenarde,  in  overrun- 
ing   the  Lands   of  their  Lord,  burn 
fome  Villages  on   the   Frontiers   of 
France,    which   caufes    a   War   be- 
tween the  King  of  France  and  them   120 
XXIII.  The  Duke  of  Burgundy  inftigates  his 
Nephew    King    Charles     to    make 
War  on  Ghent  and  its  Allies,  as 
well  in  revenge  for  the  burnt  Vil- 
lages as  to  afhfl  in  the  Recovery  of 
Flanders  for  the  Earl,  who  was  his 

Vaffal 124 

XXIV.  Charles  the  Sixth,  King  of  France, 
from  a  Dream,  choofes  a  flying 
Hart  for  his  Device  -  -     128 

XXV.  During  the  Siege  of  Oudenarde,  the 

Rebels  entreat  King  Charles  to 
make  Peace  between  them  iind  the 
Earl  of  Flanders. — ^The  King  an- 
fwers  them  with  Contempt. — ^They 
then  endeavour  to  draw  the  Englifh 
into  an  Alliance  with  them         -       131 

XXVI.  The  Ambailadors  from  Ghent  fail  in 

forming  an  Alliance  with  England  139 
XXVTI.  The  Meflenger  which  the  Ghent  Men 
had  fent  to  King  Charles  of  France 
is  delivered  from  Prifon. — Some 
Prifoners  from  Tournay  and  Cour- 
tray  are  exchanged  for  each  other  141 
XXVIII.  King  Charles  orders  CommifTioners  to 
enter  into  certain  Treaties  with  the 
Flemings. — Their  Meflengers  are 
imprifoned  at  the  Moment  they  de- 
manded PalTports         -         -         -  145 

CHAP. 


vH 

Page 
CHAP.  XXIX.  The  Anfwer  of  Philip  Von  Artaveld 
to  the  French  Commiflioners,  which 
he  fent  by  a  Prifoner  of  War  from 
Oudenarde  -  -  -       148 

XXX.  Philip    Von  Artaveld  writes    affeft- 

edly  civil  Letters  to  Tournay. — 
The  French  Commiflioners  return 
to  the  King  -  -  -     153 

XXXI.  King  Charles,  after  hearing  the  Re- 

port of  his  Commiffioners,  at  the 
Inftigation  of  the  Earl  of  Flan- 
ders who  was  prefent,  aflembles  his 
Army  in  Artois  againft  the  Flem- 
ings.— Philip  Von  Artaveld  guards 
the  Pafles  into  Flanders  -  -  156 
XXXII.  Several  Knights  of  the  Party  of  the 
Earl  of  Fianders,having  pafled  Pont- 
Amenin,  are  defeated  and  killed  on 
their  Attempt  to  repafs  it,  the 
Flemings  having  broken  down  the 
Bridge. — Philip,  hearing  this  News 
when  at  Ypres,  makes  Ufe  of  it 
to  encourage  the  Inhabitants  '  161 

XXXIIJ.  The  Order  of  the  French  Army  in  its 
March  to  Flanders,  after  they  had 
heard  the  Bridges  were  broken  and 
guarded  -         -  -         ~     1G6 

XXXIV.  Some  few  of  the  French,  not  being 

able  to  crofs  the  Lis  at  the  Bridge 
of  Commines,  find  Means  of  do- 
ing fo,  by  Boats  and  other  Craft 
unknown  to  the  Flemings         -         173 

XXXV.  A  fmall  Body  of  French,  having  crofled 

the  Lis,  draw  up  in  Battle  Array 
before  the  Flemings      .  -         -         180 

CHAP. 


VUl 

Page 
CH  AP.  XXXVI.  The  French  who  had  crofled  tlie  Lis 
defeat,  with  great  Slaughter,  Pe- 
ter Du  Bois  and  the  Flemings. — 
The  Van-guard  of  the  French 
Army  repair  and  pafs  over  the 
Bridge  of  Commines         -       -     186 
XXXVII.  Philip  Von  Artaveld  takes  Meafures 
to  refill  the  Force  of  the  King  of 
France. — He  receives  an  Anfwer 
from  his  Ambafladors  in  England    193 
XXXVIII .  The  King  of  France  crofles  the  Lis 
at  the  Bridge  of   Commines. — 
The  Town  of  Ypres  furrenders 
to  him  -  -  -  196 

XXXIX.  The  King  of  France  receives  In- 
formation of  a  Riot  among  the 
Parifians.  —  Several  Places  in 
Flanders  furrender  to  him  -  200 
XL,  The  King  of  France  lodges  in 
Ypres. — Peter  Du  Bois  prevents 
Bruges  from  furrendering  to  the 
Kipg. — Philip  Von  Artaveld  af- 
fcmbles  his  Forces  to  combat  the 
French  _  -  -         203> 

XLI.  Philip  Von  Artaveld,  having  enter- 
tained his  Captains  at  Supper, 
gives  them  Inftruftions  how  they 
are  to  a£t  on  the  Morrow  at  the 
Battle  of  Rofebecque. —  Won- 
derful Appearances  in  the  Hea- 
vens are  feen  during  this  Night    208 

CHAP. 


IX 

Page 
CHAP.  XLII.  King  Charles  entertains  at  Supper 
his  Uncles  and  fome  others  of 
his  principal  Barons  on  the  Eve 
of  the  Battle  of  Rofebecque. — 
The  Conftahle  De  Cliflbn  is  ex- 
cufed  from  attending  the  King's 
Perfon  during  the  Battle  -  214 
XLIII.  Philip  Von  Artaveld  and  his  Flem- 
ings quit  the  ftrong  Pofition 
they  had  taken  in  the  Morning, 
to  encamp  on  Mont  D'Or,  near 
to  Ypres. — The  Conftable  and 
Admiral  of  France,  with  the 
Baftard  of  Langres,  fet  out  to 
reconnoitre  their  Situation      -     218 

XLIV.  The  Battle  of  Rofebecque,  be- 
tween the  French  and  Flemings. 
— Philip  Von  Artaveld  is  flain, 
and  his  whole  Army  defeated  222 
XLV.  The  Number  of  Slain  at  the  Battle 
of  Rofebecque  and  Purfuit  af- 
terwards.— Philip  Von  Artaveld 
Is  hanged  after  he  was  dead. — 
The  Siege  of  Oudenarde  is  raifed. 
— Peter  Du  Bois  retreats  to 
Ghent. — The  King  of  France 
fixes  his  Quarters  in  the  Town  of 
Courtray         ^         -         -         _    228 

XLVI.  Bruges  fubmits  to  the  King's  Mercy. 
— The  Count  De  Blois  guards  the 
Country  of  Hainault  from  be- 
ing pillaged. — The  Inhabitants  of 
Ghent  gain  Courage  from  Peter 
Du  Bois  -  -  234 

CHAP. 


Page 
CHAP.  XLVII.  The   Treaty  between  the  Englifli 
and   Flemings   is  broken. — The 
King    of    France   departs    from 
Flanders         -         -         -         .    240 
XLVIIl.  Vain  Attempts  made  for  Peace  be- 
tween the  King  of  France  and 
Ghent. — The  King,  on  his  Re- 
turn to  Paris,  orders  the  Chains 
to  be  taken  away  that  barricaded 
the    Streets. — He    feverely   pu-  ■ 
niflies  the  Parifians         -  -     244 

XLIX.  Several  of  the  principal  Citizens  of 
Paris  are  beheaded  with  John 
Des  Marets,  and  many  others  in 
the  different  Towns  and  Cities  in 
France         -         -         -  -     253 

L.  The  Ghent  Men  renew  the  War. 
— The  Earl  of  Flanders  becomes 
an  Obje(fl  of  Hatred  to  the  Eng- 
lifli -  -  -  256 
LI.  Pope  Urban  fends  Bulls  into  Eng- 
land for  the  De{lru£lion  of  the 
Clementifts. — The  Bifl-iop  of  Nor- 
wich appointed  Commander  in 
Chief  againft  them  -  260 
•  LII.  The  Bifliop  of  Norwich,  Com- 
mander of  the  Englifli  in  the 
Croifade  of  Urban  againft  the 
Clementifts,  difembarks  at  Ca- 
lais with  his  Army  of  Urbanifts    26'S 

CHAP. 


XI 

Page 
CHAP.  LULL  The  BiHiop  of  Ncrwich,  Com- 
mander of  the  Urbanifts,  en- 
ters Flanders  contrary  to  the 
Opinion  of  Sir  Hugh  Calverley. 
— The  Earl  of  Flanders  fends 
Ambailadors  to  the  Bifliop,  who 
returns  a  harlh  Anfwer  -       26S 

LIV.  The  Bifhop  of  Norwich  marches 
towards  Dunkirk. — He  defeats 
twelve  '  thoufand  Flemings  and 
takes  the  Town  -  -         27  S 

LV.  The  Englifh,  under  the  Command 
of  the  Eiflaop  of  Norwich,  hav- 
ing conquered  all  the  Coaft  from 
Gravellnes  to  Sluys,  lay  fiege  to 
Ypres         -         -         -         -        283 

LVI.  The  Men  of  Ghent  affift  the  Eng- 
li{i\    in  their  Siege  of  Ypres. — ■ 
J  The  Lord  De  St.  Leger  going  to 

reinforce  the  Garrifon  o^  Cour- 
tray,  by  Orders  of  the  King  of 
France,  is  defeated  by  a  Party  of 
Englifh  near  Commines  -       2S7 

LVII.  The  Bifhop  of  Liege,  not  being 
able  to  bring  about  a  Peace  be- 
tween the  Bifhop  of  Norwich  and 
the  Earl  of  Flanders,  returns 
home         -         _         _  _         290 

LVIIL  The  King  of  France  ifTues  a  grand 
Summons,  with  the  Intention  of 
raifnig  the  Siege  of  Ypres. — 
Some  of  the  Earl  of  Flanders' 
Men  are  defeated  by  the  Englifh 
before  the  Church  of  Emenin         294 

CHAP. 


Xll 

Page 
CHAP.  LrX.  The  EngliOi  and  Ghent  Men  make 
a  fharp  Attack  on  Ypres ;  but, 
learning  that  the  King  of  France 
had  marched  an  Army  into  Ar- 
tois,  they  inflantly  break  up  the 
Siege         .         -         -  _         297 

LX.     Duke  Frederick  of  Bavaria  arrives 
at   the    Army  of   the    King    of 
France. — Count  Guy  De  Blois, 
notwithftanding   his   ill    Health, 
comes  to  Arras  attended  by  his 
Men  at  Arms         -         -         -     302 
LXI.  The  Van  of  the  French  Army  takes 
Caflel  and  Trughen. — The  Eng- 
hfli  abandon  Bergues,  and  retire 
to  Bourbourg,  wherein  the  King 
of  France  befieges  them         -       304 
LXII.  Francis    Atremen    furprifes  Oude- 

narde  in  the  Night-time  -      315 

LXIII.  Aymerigot  Marcel,  an  Englifh  Cap- 
tain on  the  Borders  of  Auvergne, 
takes  by  Stratagem  the  Caflle  of 
Marquel. — The  Countefs  Dau- 
phine  ranfoms  it  for  five  thou- 
fand  Francs  -  -  -320' 

LXIV.  The  King  of  France  orders  Bour- 
bourg to  be  attacked. — It  is  fur- 
rendered  to  him  by  Capitulation, 
when  the  Englifh  quit  Flanders. 
— He  then  disbands  his  Army       324 

CHAP. 


Xlll 


Page 


CMAP.  LXV.  The  Bifhop  of  Norwich  and  thofe 
who  accompanied  him  in  his  Ex- 
pedition ai'e  badly  received  on 
their  Return  to  England. — Cer- 
tain great  Perfonages  are  deputed 
to  negotiate  a  Peace  or  Truce  be- 
tween the  Kings  of  France  and 
England. — The  Duke  of  Bavaria 
dies         _         -         _  _ 

LXVL  During  thefe  Conferences  the  Ghent 
Men  infult  Tournay. — A  Truce 
is  concluded  between  the  Kings 
of  France  and  England  and  their 
Allies         -         -         -  - 

LXVII.  The  Earl   of  Flanders  dies.— The 

Ceremony  of  his  Funeral 
LXVIII.  The  Earls  of  Northumberland  and 
Nottingham  ralfe  a  Body  of  Eng- 
lifh  to  make  an  Excurfion  i  nto 
Scotland. — Ambaffadors  are  fent 
from  France  to  Scotland,  to  notify 
the  Truces  which  had  been  made 
between  France  and  England 
LXIX.  The  Barons  and  Knights  of  Scot- 
land, in  conjunction  with  fome 
French  Knights,  undertake  an 
Expedition  into  England  without 
the  Knowledge  of  the  King  of 
Scotland,  ^ho  fends  a  Herald  to 
make  his  Excufes  to  the  King  of 
England  _         -        -      - 


132 


336 


33$ 


34S 


1 


CHAP. 


XIV 

Page 
CHAP.  LXX.  The  Truces  which  had  been  made 
between  the  French,  the  EngHfli 
and  their  Allies,  are  proclaimed  in 
Scotland. — The  French  Knights, 
on  their  Return  from  Scotland, 
are  in  great  Danger  from  the 
Zealanders  -  -         -      356 

LXXl.  The  Lord  Deftournay  aflembles 
Forces  to  retake  Oudenarde. — 
He  conquers  it  by  Stratagem  361 

LXXII.  The  Duke  of  Anjou  dies  at  a  Caftle 
near  Naples. — His  Widow  is  ad- 
vifed  to  folicit  the  Pope  for  the 
Pofleffion  of  Provence  -         365 

LXXIII.  Preparations  are  made  in  France 
for  the  Renewal  of  the  War  vAth 
England. — The  Duchefs  of  Bra- 
bant fucceeds  in  forming  a  Mar- 
riage between  the  Children  of 
Burgundy  and  thofe  of  Hainault  368 
LXXIV.  The  King  and  the  Nobles  of  France 
and  Hainault  lay  in  great  Provi- 
fion  of  Stores  at  Cambray. — The 
Duke  of  Lancafler  fends  Ambaf- 
fadors  to  the  Earl  of  Hainault. — 
The  Marriages  of  the  Children 
of  Burgundy  and  Hainault  are 
concluded         -  -         -        374 

LXXV.  The  Duke  of  Berry  betrothes  his 
Daughter  to  the  Son  of  the  Count 
De  Blois.— The  Duke  of  Bour, 
bon  and  the  Count  De  La  Marche 
iflue  their  Summons  to  invade 
Limoufm        _        _        .  379 

CHAP. 


XV 

Page 
CHAP.  LXXVI.  Sir  John  De  Vlenne,  Admiral  of 
France,  fails  to  Scotland,  to  carry 
on  the  War  againft  the  Englifh 
at  the  Expiration  of  the  Truce  382 
LXXVII.  The  Pillagers  of  Ghent,  furnamed 
Porkers,  commit  much  Mifchief. 
— Francis  Atremen  defeats  fome 
French  Troops  near  Ardembourg  384 


THE 


THE 

CHRONICLES 


OF 


ENGLAND,  FRANCE,  SPAIN,  S^x. 


CHAP.  I. 

THE    EARL    OF    FLANDERS    AGAIN    LAYS    SIEGE    TO 
GHENT. 

TITHILE  the  affairs  you  have  heard  were  paff- 
ing  in  England,  there  was  no  intermiflion 
in  the  wars  which  the  earl  of  Flanders  was  carry- 
ing on  againfl  Ghent,  and  which  thofe  citizens 
waged  againfl  him. 

You  know  that  Philip  von  Artaveld  was  chofen 
commander  in  Ghent,  through  the  recommenda- 
tion of  Peter  du  Bois,  who  advifed  him.  when  in 
office,  to  become  cruel  and  wicked  to  be  the  more 
feared.  Philip  did  not  forget  this  doftrine,  for  he 
had  not  long  been  governor  of  Ghent  before  he 
had  twelve  perfons  beheaded  in  his  prefence : 
fome  faid,  they  were  thofe  who  had  been  prin- 
cipally concerned  in  the  murder  of  his  father,  and 
thus  he  revenged  himfelf  on  them. 

Philip  von  Artaveld  began  his  reign  with  great 
power,  and  made  himfelf  beloved  and  feared  by 

Vol.  VI.  B  many. 


many,  more  efpecially  by  thofc  who  followed  the 
profeflion  of  arms :  for,  to  gain  their  favour,  he 
refufed  them  nothing  ;  every  thing  was  abandoned 
to  them.  I  may  be  alked  how  the  ghent  men 
were  able  to  carry  on  this  war  ;  and  I  will  anfwer 
to  the  bell  of  my  ability,  according  to  the  in- 
formation I  received.  They  were  firmly  united 
among  themfelves,  and  maintained  the  poor,  each 
according  to  his  means :  thus,  by  being  fo  firmly 
united,  they  were  of  great  force  :  befides,  Ghent, 
taken  all  together,  is  one  of  the  ftrongeft  towns  in 
the  world,  provided  Brabant,  Zealand  and  Holland, 
be  not  againft  it ;  but,  in  cafe  thefe  countries  were 
leagued  with  Flanders,  they  would  be  fhut  up, 
furrounded  and  ftarved.  Thefe  three  countries, 
however,  were  never  their  enemies ;  fo  that  their 
warfare  with  the  earl  of  Flanders  was  more 
ftrenuoufly  carried  on,  and  longer  continued. 

At  the  commencement  of  Philip  von  Artaveld's 
government,  the  deacon  of  the  weavers  was  ac- 
cufed  of  treafon.  He  was  arrefted  and  committed 
to  prifon.  In  order  to  know  the  truth  of  the 
accufation,  his  houfe  was  fearched,  wherein  was 
found  fome  faltpetre  in  powder.  The  deacon  was 
beheaded,  and  dragged  through  the  town  by  the 
fhoulders,  for  a  traitor,  and  to  ferve  as  an  example 
to  others. 

The  earl  of  Flanders  refolved  to  lay  fiege  again 
to  Ghent :  he  therefore  ilfued  his  fummons  to  a 
number  of  knights  and  fquires,  and  to  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  principal  towns.  He  fent  to  Mech- 
lin, from  whence  he  had  many  men.     He  wrote 
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to  his  coufins,  fir  Robert,  and  fir  William  de 
Namur  at  that  time  count  d'Artois,  the  countefs, 
his  mother,  being  lately  dead,  who  brought  a 
number  of  knights  from  Artois.  In  this  fummons, 
the  lord  de  Dampierre  was  not  forgotten :  he 
came  to  offer  his  fervices,  with  as  many  as  he 
could  colled,  and  was  handfomely  attended  by 
knights  and  fquires  from  Hainault. 

The  earl  advanced  to  inveft  Ghent,  on  the  fide 
towards  Bruges  and  Hainault.  During  the  time 
it  lafted,  there  were  many  fkirmifhes ;  and  the 
ghent  men  made  frequent  fallies  in  fearch  of  adven- 
tures, in  which  fometimes  they  were  repulfed,  at 
others  they  conquered.  But  the  perfon  who 
gained  the  greateft  renown  was  the  young  lord 
d'Anghien :  all  the  young  knights  defirous  of 
glory  cheerfully  followed  his  banners. 

The  lord  d'Anghein  marched  with  full  four 
thoufand  men,  well  mounted,  without  counting 
thofe  on  foot,  to  befiege  Grammont,  which  was 
attached  to  Ghent :  he  had  before  haraffed  them 
much,  but  could  not  win  it.  This  time,  however, 
he  came  in  greater  force,  and,  on  a  Sunday,  had 
it  ftormed  at  upwards  of  forty  places  :  he  did  not 
fpare  himfelf,  but  was  one  of  the  moft  adlive,  and 
the  firft  who  placed  his  banner  on  the  walls.  This 
attack  was  fo  fharp  and  well  fought  that,  about 
four  in  the  afternoon,  the  town  was  taken,  and  the 
troops  of  the  lord  d'Anghien  entered  it  through 
the  gates,  which  had  been  dellroyed. 

When  the  inhabitants  faw  their  town  was  loft 
without  hope  of  recovery,  all  that  could  efcape 

B  2  did 


4 

did  fo  through  thofe  gates  where  there  were  no  ene- 
mies; but  few  were  fo  fortunate.  The  flaughter  was 
very  great  of  men,  women  and  children,  for  to 
none  was  fhewn  mercy.  There  were  upwards  of 
five  hundred  of  the  inhabitants  killed,  and  numbers 
of  old  people  and  women  burnt  in  their  beds, 
which  was  much  to  be  lamented. 

The  town  was  fet  on  fire  at  more  than  two 
hundred  places,  which  reduced  the  whole  to  aflies, 
churches  and  all :  nothing  remained  entire. 

Thus  did  Grammont  fuffer  by  fire  and  flame ; 
and  the  lord  d'Anghien,  after  this  exploit,  returned 
to  the  army  before  Ghent.  The  earl  of  Flanders 
was  much  pleafed  when  he  heard  it,  and  faid ; 
'  Fair  fon,  you  are  a  valiant  man,  and,  if  it  pleafe 
God,  will  be  a  gallant  knight,  for  you  have  made 
a  handfome  commencement.' 

During  this  deflru6lion  of  Grammont,  which 
happened  on  a  Sunday  in  the  month  of  June,  the 
fiege  of  Ghent  flill  continued.  The  lord  d'Ang- 
hien, whofe  name  was  Walter,  was  there,  but  never 
refted  long  in  his  quarters  :  he  was  every  day  out 
in  fearch  of  adventures,  at  times  well  accompanied, 
at  others  fo  thinly  that  he  was  unable  to  profecutc 
his  plans.  Some  adventures,  however,  daily  befel 
him  or  the  Haze  of  Ilanders. 

One  Thurfday  morning,  the  lord  d'Anghien  left 
his  quarters,  in  company  with  the  lord  deMontigny, 
fir  Michael  de  la  Hameide  his  coufin,  his  brother 
the  baftard  d'Anghien,  Julien  de  Toiifon,  Hutin 
Donay,  and  feveral  more  of  his  houfehold,  in  order 
to   Ikirmilh  before  Ghent  as  they  had  formerly 
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done :  they  this  time  advanced  fo  far  that  they 
fufFered  for  it,  for  thofe  of  Ghent  had  placed  in 
ambufcade  more  than  two  hundred  men  beyond 
the  walls  of  the  town.  They  were  armed  with  long 
pikes.  Some  faid,  this  ambufcade  was  formed  of  the 
greater  part  of  thofe  who  had  fled  from  Grammont, 
in  the  hope  of  furrounding  and  making  prifoner  the 
lord  d'Anghien,  in  revenge  for  the  mifchief  he  had 
done  them.  They  knew  him  to  be  young,  courage- 
ous and  apt  to  venture  himfelf  foolifhly,  which 
gave  them  hopes  of  the  fuccefs  they  had.  It  was 
unfortunate  for  him,  as  well  as  for  thofe  who  ac- 
companied him. 

The  lord  d'  Anghien  and  his  company  were  quite 
ofFtheir  guard  when  they  found  themfelves  furround- 
ed  by  the  ghent  men,  who  advanced  boldly  up,  cry- 
ing out,  '  Surrender,  or  you  are  all  dead  men  !' 
The  lord  d  Anghien,  perceiving  hisfituation,  alked 
advice  from  the  lord  de  Montigny,  who  was  befide 
him :  he  replied, — '  Sir,  it  is  too  late  :  let  us  de- 
fend ourfelves,  and  fell  our  lives  as  dearly  as  we 
can  :  there  is  nothing  elfe  to  do,  and  we  have  not 
a  moment  for  delay.' 

The  knights  then  made  the  figh  of  the  crofs, 
and  recommending  themfelves  to  God  and  St. 
George,  dafhed  among  their  enemies ;  for  they 
could  noways  retreat,  being  in  the  midft  of  their 
ambufcade.  They  behaved  very  gallantly,  and  did 
every  thing  that  could  be  done  in  arms ;  but  they 
were  out-numbered  by  their  opponents,  who,  hav- 
ing long  pikes,  gave  fuch  ftrokes  as  were  but  too 
mortal,  as  the  event  fhewed. 
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The  lord  d*Anghien  was  flain  ;  as  were  the 
baftard  d'Anghien  his  brother,  and  Julien  de 
ToifTon  by  his  fide.  Other  valiant  knights  from 
Hainault,  fuch  as  the  lords  de  Montigny  and  de 
St.  Chriftopher,  fufFered  fimilar  fates.  Sir  Michael 
de  la  Hameide  was  feverely  wounded,  and  would 
certainly  have  loft  his  life,  if  Hutin  Donay  had 
not  faved  him  by  dint  of  arms  and  prudence  ;  he 
had  great  difficulty  in  doing  it. 

While  the  Flemings  were  employed  in  pillaging 
and  difarming  thefe  knights,  to  convey  them  into 
Ghent,  where  it  was  known  they  had  flain  the 
lord  d'Anghien,  which  gave  them  great  joy,  Hutin 
Donay,  feeing  no  hopes  of  fuccour,  carried  fir 
Michael  de  la  Hameide  out  of  the  crowd  and 
danger.  Such  was  the  end  of  this  unfortunate 
day  to  the  lord  d'Anghien.  You  may  well  fup- 
pofe  the  earl  of  Flanders  was  much  grieved  at  it  : 
indeed,  he  fhewed  it  plainly  ;  for,  out  of  his  af- 
fedion  to  him,  he  raifed  the  fiege  of  Ghent.  The 
earl  could  not  forget  him,  but  regretted  his  lofs, 
faying, — '  Ah,  Walter,  Walter,  my  fair  fon,  how 
unfortunate  haft  thou  been,  to  be  thus  cut  off"  in 
thy  youth.  I  wilh  every  one  to  know,  that  the 
ghent  men  ftiall  never  have  peace  with  me  until 
1  have  greatly  revenged  myfelf.' 

Things  remained  in  this  fituation,  when  he  fent 
to  demand  the  body  of  the  lord  d'Anghien,  which 
they  had  carried  into  Ghent  to  pleafe  the  town  ; 
but  they  refufed  to  dehver  it  up  until  they 
fhould  be  paid  a  thoufand  francs  in  hard  cafli. 
They  divided  this  booty  between  them,  when  the 
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body  was  conveyed  to  the  army,  and  from  thence 
to  Anghien,  of  which  town  he  was  the  lord. 


CHAP.  II. 

THE  EARL  OF  FLANDERS  RALSES  THE  SIEGE  OF  GHENT. 

TWO  RICH  CITIZENS,  DESIROUS  OF  NEGOTIATING 

A  PEACE  BETWEEN  THE  EARL  AND  THE  TOWN,  ARE 
PUT  TO  DEATH  BY  PETER  DU  BOIS  AND  PHILIP  VON 
ARTAVELD. 

/^UT  of  affedion  to  the  lord  d'Anghein,  the 
fiege  of  Ghent  was  raifed,  and  the  earl  re- 
turned to  Bruges,  He  then  difmiffed  his  army, 
ordering  it  to  the  different  garrifons  in  Flanders, 
and  to  the  caftles  of  Gavre,  Oudenarde,  Dendre- 
monde,  Courtray,  and  every  place  near  to  Ghent. 
The  earl  requefted  the  Liegeois  not  to  continue 
fending  ftores  and  provifion  to  Ghent  as  they  had 
done. 

The  men  of  Liege  returned  a  haughty  anfwer  to 
the  meflengers,  faying  they  would  confult  with 
thofe  of  St.  Tron,  Huy  and  Dinant,  how  to  a£t. 

The  earl  fent  to  his  coufms  the  duke  of  Brabant 
and  duke  Albert,  and  to  the  bailiffs  of  Hainault, 
Holland  and  Zealand,  fpecial  ambaffadors,  chofen 
from  among  his  principal  counfellors,  to  remon- 
ftrate  with  them  touching  the  condud  of  the  town 
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of  Ghentj  which  ftill  continued  in  its  rebellion, 
chiefly  owing  to  the  provifion  and  flores  which  it 
received  from  their  countries,  and  to  requeft  that 
a  flop  might  be  put  to  it. 

Thefe  two  lords  would  have  been  very  forry  to 
do  any  thing  which  might  difpleafe  the  earl :  they 
excufcd  themfelves  handfomely,  faying,  that  until 
that  moment  they  were  ignorant  of  it,  but  that 
henceforward  they  would  iflue  fuch  orders  that  it 
fhould  be  difcontinued.  This  anfwer  was  agreeable 
to  the  carl  of  Flanders. 

Duke  Albert,  who  at  that  time  refided  in  Hol- 
land, wrote  to  his  bailiff  in  Hainault,  fir  Simon  de 
Lalain,  inclofmg  him  a  copy  of  the  letter  from  the 
earl  of  Flanders,  adding  his  pofitive  commands 
againft  any  provifion  or  (lores  being  furnifhed 
Ghent  from  Hainault,  or  any  other  thing  to  be 
done  which  might  difpleafe  his  coufin  the  earl, 
under  pain  of  his  higheft  difpleafure. 

The  bailiff  iffued  a  proclamation  through 
Hainault,  forbidding  any  provifions  to  be  carried 
to  Ghent.  A  fimilar  proclamation  was  made  in 
Brabant ;  fo  that  none  dared  to  go  to  Ghent  but 
privately,  which  much  furprifed  the  inhabitants;  for 
provifion  began  to  be  very  fcarce,  and  there  would 
have  been  a  famine,  if  the  Hollanders  had  not 
aflifted  them,  an  acl  of  friend fhip  which  they  would 
not  be  reftrained  from  doing  by  any  injunctions 
that  duke  Albert  could  lay  on  them. 

About  this  period,  through  the  means  of  the 
councils  of  Brabant,  Hainault  and  Liege,  there  was 
a  great  alTembly  appointed  to  be  holden  at  Harle- 
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becque,  near  Courtray :  the  men  of  Ghent  fent 
thither  twelve  of  their  principal  inhabitants,  who 
had  in  general  fhewn  themfelves  defirous  of  peace, 
whatever  it  might  coft  them  from  the  populace 
that  fought  only  confufion. 

All  the  magiftrates  of  the  chief  towns  in  Flanders 
were  at  Harlebecque,  even  the  earl  himfelf ;  and 
there  were  fome  alfo  from  Liege,  Hainault  and 
Brabant.  Matters  were  fo  ably  conducted,  that 
the  deputies  from  Ghent  returned  home  with 
propofitions  for  a  peace.  It  happened  that  thofs 
inhabitants  who  wiflied  for  an  end  of  the  war, 
namely,  the  prudent  and  quiet  ones,  went  to  the 
houfes  of  the  deputies  who  had  been  at  this  con- 
ference, and  who  were  two  of  the  richeft  and  moll 
peaceable  citizens,  fuch  as  fir  Guifebert  Gente  and 
fir  Symon  Bete,  and  afked  them  what  news  they 
had  brought.  They  difcovered  themfelves  too 
foon  ;  for  they  replied,  '  Good  people,  we  fhall 
have,  if  it  pleafe  God,  an  excellent  peace  for  thofe 
who  are  well  inclined  and  wilh  for  quiet ;  and 
fome  of  the  wicked  ones  in  the  town  will  be 
punifhed.' 

It  is  commonly  faid,  if  there  be  thofe  who  talk, 
there  are  thofe  who  ad.  Peter  du  Bois,  not 
thinking  his  life  in  fafety,  had  fpies  every  where  to 
give  him  intelligence.  Some  of  them  brought  him 
the  reports  of  the  town,  refpeding  a  peace,  and 
affured  him  the  words  came  from  fir  Guifebert 
Gente  and  fir  Symon  Bete.  Peter,  on  hearing 
this,  was  like  a  madman,  and,  applying  them  to 
himfelf,  faid,—*  If  any  are  to  be  punifhed  for  this 
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war,  I  fhall  not  be  one  of  the  laft  ;  but  it  fhall  not 
go  th'is.  Our  gentlemen  who  have  been  at  the 
conference  may  think  what  they  will,  but  I  have 
no  defire  to  die  yet.  The  war  has  not  lafted  half 
fo  long  as  I  intend  it  fhall ;  and  my  good  maflers, 
John  Lyon  and  William  CrafFort,  have  not  hitherto 
been  fufficiently  avenged.  If  the  affairs  be  now  in 
confufion,  I  will  trouble  them  (till  more.' 

Peter  du  Bois  was  as  good  as  his  word,  and  I 
will  shew  how.  That  fame  evening,  the  morrow 
of  which  the  council  were  to  meet  in  the  council- 
chamber,  to  hear  the  report  of  the  deputies,  he 
came  to  the  houfe  of  Philip  von  Artaveld,  and 
found  him  mufmg  and  thoughtful,  leaning  againfl 
a  window  of  his  apartment.  The  firft  word  he 
uttered  was,  '  Philip,  have  you  heard  any  news  ?* 
'None,'  replied  Philip,  *  except  that  our  deputies 
are  returned  from  the  conference  at  Harlebecque, 
and  that  to-morrow  we  are  to  hear,  in  the  council- 
chamber,  what  they  have  done.'  *  That  is  true,' 
anfwered  Peter ;  '  but  I  know  what  they  have 
done,  and  the  terms  of  the  treaty;  for  they  have 
opened  themfelves  to  fome  of  my  friends.  Be 
affured,  Philip,  that  our  heads  will  pay  for  all  the 
treaties  they  make,  or  have  made;  for  there  will 
not  be  any  peace  between  my  lord  and  the  town, 
but  that  you,  the  lord  de  Harzelles,  myfelf,  and 
all  the  captains  our  allies  in  this  war,  will  be  firft 
put  to  death,  and  the  rich  citizens  pardoned.  They 
wifh  to  free  themfelves  by  delivering  us  up ;  and 
this  was  the  opinion  of  John  Lyon,  my  mafter. 
Befides,  the  earl,  our  lord,  has  his  bafe  flatterers 
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always  with  him ;  fuch  as  Gilbert  Matthew  and 
his  brothers,  the  provoft  of  Harlebecque  who  is 
their  relation,  and  the  deacon  of  fmall  crafts  who 
fled  away  with  them.  It  therefore  behoves  us  to 
confider  awhile  on  this  bufmefs.' 

'How  fhali  we  aftr'  afked  Philip.  '  I  will  tell 
you,*  replied  Peter  :  '  we  muft  fend  orders  to  all 
our  leaders  and  captains,  to  be  ready  armed,  and 
in  the  market-place,  to-morrow,  and  to  keep  near 
us  ;  when  we  will  enter  the  council-chamber,  with 
a  hundred  of  our  men,  to  hear  the  treaty  read. 
Leave  me  to  manage  the  reft ;  but  only  avow 
what  I  ihall  fay ;  for  whoever  wifhes  to  preferve 
his  life  and  power  with  the  commonalty,  if  he  do 
not  make  himfelf  feared,  does  nothing.'  Philip 
willingly  aifented  ;  and  then  Peter  du  Bois,  taking 
his  leave,  departed.  He  inftantly  fent  his  fervants 
and  fcouts  to  the  different  captains  under  him,  to 
order  them  and  their  men  to  be  in  the  market- 
place on  the  next  day,  well  armed,  to  hear  the 
news.  They  all  obeyed,  for  none  dared  to  refufe, 
and  were  ready  for  any  mifchief. 

The  enfuing  morning,  at  nine  o'clock,  the  mayor, 
fheriffs,  and  rich  men  of  the  city,  came  to  the 
market-place  and  entered  the  town-hall :  then  came 
thofe  who  had  been  at  the  conferences  at  Harle- 
becque ;  and  laft  came  Peter  du  Bois  and  Philip 
von  Artaveld,  well  attended  by  thofe  of  their 
party. 

When  they  were  all  affembled  and  feated,  for 
every  one  who  chofe  it  fat  down,  they  found  the 
lord  de  Harzelles  was  not  prefent :  they  fent  to 
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him,  but  he  excufed  himfelf  by  faying  he  could 
not  come,  for  he  was  unwell.  '  Proceed,*  cried 
out  Peter  du  Bois :  '  I  will  anfwer  for  him,  and  wc 
are  full  enough  :  let  us  hear  what  thefe  gentlemen 
have  brought  from  the  conferences  at  Harlebecque.' 

Upon  this,  Guifebert  Gente  and  Symon  Bete 
rofe  up,  as  being  the  principal  deputies ;  when  one 
of  them  fpoke  thas, — '  Gentlelnen  of  Ghent,  we 
have  attended  the  conferences  at  Harlebecque ; 
and  we  have  had  much  labour  and  difficulty,  in 
conjunftion  with  the  good  men  of  Brabant,  Liege 
and  Hainault,  in  making  up  our  difputes  with  the 
earl  our  lord.  However,  at  the  entreaty  of  the 
duke  and  duchefs  of  Brabant,  who  had  fent  thither 
their  council,  as  well  as  duke  Albert,  the  good 
town  of  Ghent  is  at  peace  with  the  earl,  on  con- 
dition that  two  hundred  men  at  arms,  v^  hofe  names 
he  will  fend  within  fifteen  days  in  writing,  fhall 
furrender  themfelves  to  his  prifon  in  the  caftle  of 
Lille,  to  his  pure  will :  he  is  fo  noble  and  gene- 
rous that  he  will  fhew  them  mercy  and  pardon.* 

At  thefe  words,  Peter  du  Bois  advanced,  and 
faid, — '  Guifebert,  how  have  you  dared  to  enter 
into  any  treaty  that  fhould  put  tw^o  hundred  men 
at  arms  inio  any  of  the  enemy's  prifons  ?  Ghent 
would  be  indeed  difgraced,  and  better  would  it  be 
for  it,  if  completely  overturned,  than  to  be  re- 
proached for  having  fo  fcandaloufly  concluded  the 
war.  We  know  v\  ell  among  ourfelves,  and  under- 
ftand  that  neither  you  nor  Symon  Bete  will  be  of 
the  two  hundred.  You  have  made  your  own 
choice ;  but  we  fhall  carve  and  cut  out  for  our- 
felves. 
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felves.     Advance,  Philip,  on  thefe  traitors,  who 
want  to  betray  and  difhonour  the  town  of  Ghent.* 

On  faying  this,  Peter  du  Bois  drew  his  dagger, 
and,  coming  up  to  Guifebert,  ftruck  him  on  the 
belly  and  knocked  him  down  dead.  Philip  drew 
alfo  his  dagger,  and  with  it  ftruck  Symon  Bete 
and  flew  him.  They  then  began  to  cry  out,  *  Trea- 
fon,  treafon!'  They  had  their  partifans  all  round 
about  them,  fo  that  many  of  the  richeft  and  greateft 
men  in  the  town  diflembled,  to  fave  their  lives. 
At  that  time  only  thofe  two  were  killed  ;  but  to 
fatisfy  the  people,  and  to  turn  the  affair  to  their 
advantage,  they  fent  their  fcouts  to  cry  through 
the  town,  that  Guifebert  and  fir  Symon  Bete,  like 
falfe  traitors,  wanted  to  betray  the  good  town  of 
Ghent.  Thus  the  matter  ended  :  the  dead  were 
dead ;  and  no  one  was  called  to  any  account  for 
it,  nor  any  penalty  exacted. 

When  the  earl  of  Flanders,  who  was  at  Bruges, 
heard  of  this,  he  was  forely  enraged,  and  faid, — 
'  At  the  entreaties  of  my  coufins  of  Brabant  and 
Hainault,  I  too  eafily  acceded  to  their  wiihes  of 
making  peace  with  Ghent,  and  more  than  once 
have  they,  in  return,  thus  acled ;  but  I  will  have 
them  know,  they  fnaii  never  have  peace,  until  I 
have  had  given  up  to  me  luch  a  number  of  the 
inhabitants  as  will  fatisfy  me.' 

In  this  manner  were  flain  two  valiant  and  rich 
men  in  the  town  of  Ghent,  for  having  afted  ac- 
cording to  the  intentions  of  many  of  their  fellow- 
citizens  Each  of  them  had  for  his  patrimony 
two   thoufand   fiancs  of  yearly  revenue.     They 

were 
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were  much  pitied  in  fecret ;  but  no  one  dared  to 
do  fo  publicly,  unlefs  he  wifhed  to  lofe  his  life. 

Things  remained  in  this  (late,  and  the  war  was 
more  bitter  than  before.  The  garrifons  round 
Ghent  were  night  and  day  in  the  field,  fo  that 
no  provifion  could  enter  the  town.  The  Bra- 
banters  and  Hainaulters  were  afraid  of  venturing 
themfelves  ;  for,  whenever  they  were  met  by  the 
earl's  men,  the  beft  that  could  befal  them  was  the 
llaughter  of  their  horfes,  fending  them  prifoners 
to  Dendremonde  or  to  Oudenarde,  or  making 
them  pay  ranfom.  By  thefe  means,  the  viftuallers 
were  afraid  to  rilk  bringing  fupplies  to  the  town. 


CHAP.  III. 

AN  INSURRECTION  IN  PARIS,  ON  ACCOUNT  OF  THE 
INTENDED  TAXES. THE  LORD  DE  COUCY  AP- 
PEASES IT. THE  DUKE  OF  ANJOU  MAKES  PRE- 
PARATIONS FOR  HIS  JOURNEY  TO  NAPLES. 

AT  this  period,  the  Parifians  rofe  up  in  rebel- 
lion againft  the  king  and  his  council,  becaufe 
they  wanted  to  introduce  generally  through  the 
kingdom  thofe  taxes,  impofitions  and  excifes  which 
had  been  raifed  during  the  reign  of  king  Charles, 
father  of  the  prefent  king.  The  Parifians  op- 
pofed  them,  by  faying,  the  king  of  happy  memory 
had  acquitted  them  from  thefe  payments  during 
his  lifetime,  and  that  the  prefent  king  had  con- 
firmed 
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firmed  this  grant  at  his  coronation  at  Rheims. 
The  young  king  and  his  council  quitted  Paris, 
and  went  to  refide  at  Meaux  in  Brie. 

No  fooner  had  the  king  left  Paris  than  the-  in- 
habitants rofe,  and,  having  armed  themfelves,  flew 
all  who  had  been  afllfling  in  propofmg  or  colleding 
thefe  taxes.  They  broke  into  the  prifons  and  dif- 
ferent houfes  in  the  town,  taking  whatever  they  could 
find.  They  went  to  the  palace  of  the  bifhop  of  Paris, 
and,  having  broken  open  his  prifons,  fet  at  Uberty 
Hugh  Aubriot*,  who  had  been  governor-general 
of  the  police  during  king  Charles's  reign,  and  had 
been  condemned  to  the  dungeons  for  feveral  bad 
aOiions  which  he  had  done  or  confented  to,  many 
of  which  were  deferving  the  ftake  :  to  this  man 
the  mob  gave  liberty,  which  he  owed  folely  to 
their  infurredlion.  He  immediately  fet  out  from 
Paris,  for  fear  of  being  retaken,  and  went  into 
Burgundy,  whence  he  came,  and  related  to  his 
friends  his  adventures. 

The  Parifians,  during  their  rebellion,  committed 
many  outrages ;  but  fortunately  it  was  not  general: 
had  it  been  fo,  affairs  would  have  been  bad  indeed. 
The  king  refided  all  this  time  at  Meaux,  attended 
by  his  uncles  of  Anjou,  Berry  and  Burgundy,  who 
were  much  alarmed  and  vexed  at  this  rebellion. 


*  Hugh  Aubriot — had  the  management  of  the  finances  un- 
der Charles  V.  He  built  the  Baftille  as  a  fort  againft  the 
Englifli.  He  owed  his  difgrace  and  imprifonment  to  the  clergy, 
who  accufed  him  of  herefy,  &c.  :  he  was  ftiut  up  between  four 
walls  :  but  the  Orleans  party  hated  him  becaufe,  being  a  Bur- 
gundian,'he  was  attached  to  the  duke  of  Burgundy. 

Thev 
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They  rcfolved  to  fend  the  lord  de  Coucy,  who  was 
a  prudent  knight,  to  treat  with  and  endeavour  to 
appeafe  them  ;  for  he  knew  better  how  to  manage 
them  than  any  other. 

The  lord  de  Coucy,  whofe  name  was  Enguer- 
rand,  came  to  Paris  limply  attended  by  his  houfe- 
hold.  He  difmounted  at  his  hotel,  and  fent  for 
thofe  who  had  been  the  moft  adlve,  and  remon- 
ftrated  with  them  wifely  and  prudently  on  the 
wickednefs  of  their  conduft  in  kilHng  the  officers 
and  minifliers  of  the  king,  in  breaking  open  his 
prifons,  and  fetting  thofe  who  were  confined  in 
them  at  liberty  ;  for  all  which,  if  the  king  willed 
it,  they  would  dearly  pay.  But  this  he  was  not 
defirous  of  doing  ;  for  the  king  much  loved  the 
town  of  Paris,  becaufe  he  had  been  born  in  it,  and 
alfo  from  its  being  the  capital  of  his  kingdom: 
he  was  therefore  unwilling  to  deftroy  its  well-inten- 
tioned inhabitants. 

He  told  them,  his  reafons  for  coming  to  Paris 
were  to  endeavour  to  make  up  matters  between 
them,  and  that  he  would  entreat  the  king  and  his 
uncles  mercifully  to  pardon  them  their  evil  deeds. 
They  anfwered,  that  they  wilhed  not  any  harm  to 
the  king  their  lord,  nor  to  make  war  againft  him, 
but  that  thefe  taxes  fhould  be  repealed  as  far  as 
related  to  Paris  :  and  that,  when  exempted  from 
iuch,  they  would  affift  the  king  in  any  other  man- 
ner. '  In  what  manner  ?'  demanded  the  lord  de 
Coucy.  '  We  will  pay  certain  fums  into  the  hands 
of  a  proper  receiver  every  week,  to  affifl  with  the 
other  cities  and  towns  in  France  in  the  payment 

of 


of  the  foldiers  and  men  at  arms.'  ^  And  what 
fum  are  you  willing  to  pay  weekly  ?'  *  Such  a  fum,' 
replied  the  Parifians,  'as  we  fhall  agree  upon.* 

The  lord  de  Coucy  managed  them  fo  well,  by 
handibme  fpeeches,  that  they  confented  to  tax 
themfelves,  and  pay  weekly  into  the  hands  of 
a  receiver  whom  they  would  appoint  ten  thoufand 
francs.  Upon  this,  the  lord  de  Coucy  left  them 
and  returned  to  Meaux  in  Brie,  to  lay  before  the 
king  and  his  uncles  the  propofitions  they  had  made. 

The  king  was  advifed  to  accept  this  offer  of  the 
Parifians,  as  the  beft  thing  he  could  do  ;  for  from 
this  beginning,  though  fmall,  all  the  other  towns 
would  follow  the  example,  and  when  times  lliould 
alter  they  might  then  change  their  meafures. 

The  lord  de  Coucy  returned  to  Paris,  and 
brought  with  him  the  king's  pardon  to  the  Parifians, 
on  condition  of  their  obferving  the  propofitions 
they  had  made.  This  they  promifed,  and  appointed 
a  receiver,  to  whom  was  paid,  every  week,  the 
fixed  fum  in  florins  ;  but  it  was  not  to  be  carried 
from  Paris,  except  for  the  payment  of  thofe  men 
at  arms  who  ihould  be  in  actual  fervice,  and  neither 
the  king  nor  his  uncles  were  to  have  any  concern 
with  it,  nor  was  it  to  be,  other  wife  employed. 

Affairs  remained  thus  for  fome  little  time,  and 
the  Parifians  were  quiet  :  but  the  king  did  not  re- 
turn to  Paris,  which  much  difpleafed  the  inha- 
bitants.' 

Rouen  likewife  was  in  a  flate  of  rebellion,  and 
from  the  fame  caufe  :  the  populace  rofe,  killed 
the  king's  governor  and  all  thofe  who  had  any 
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concern  in  the  collecting  or  valuing  thefe  taxes. 
The  king,  on  hearing  this,  during  his  refidence  at 
Meaux,  was  much  angered,  and  his  council  were 
doubtful  if  all  the  other  towns  would  not  follow 
this  example.  The  king  was  advifed  to  march  to 
Rouen,  which  he  did,  and  appeafed  the  com- 
monalty, who  were  very  riotous.  He  alfo  pardoned 
them  the  death  of  the  governor,  and  whatever  elfe 
they  had  done.  They  appointed  a  receiver  from 
among  themfeives,  to  whom  they  were  to  pay  a 
certain  fum  in  florins  every  week ;  and,  on  this 
being  ftttled,  they  continued  quiet. 

Now  remark  the  great  evils  that  were  beginning 
to  difturb  France  :  all  took  rife  from  the  conduct 
of  the  men  of  Ghent ;  for  the  common  people 
faid  every  where  publicly,  they  were  good  men, 
who  fo  valiantly  maintained  their  liberties,  and  for 
which  they  ought  to  be  loved  and  honoured  by  the 
whole  Vv-orld. 

We  will  return  to  the  duke  of  Anjou,  who  had 
a  great  defire  to  vifit  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  of 
which  he  figned  himfelf  king,  as  well  as  of  Sicily, 
and  duke  of  la  Puglia  and  Calabria;  for  pope 
Clement  had  inveiled  him  with  them,  by  virtue  of 
the  deeds  which  the  queen  of  Naples  had  given  to 
him. 

.  The  duke  of  Anjou  was  prudent,  of  a  warm 
imagination,  bold  and  entcrprifmg  :  he  plainly 
perceived,  that  according  to  the  eftablifliment  he 
fcad  fupported  hitherto,  and  which  he  would  have 
been  forry  to  have  feen  lefiened,  he  would  be  a 
poor   lord  in  France,  unlefs  he  ihould  conquer 

fuch 


fuch  rich  and  noble  heritages  as  the  two  kingdoms 
of  Naples  and  Sicily,  and  the  duchies  of  laPuglia, 
Calabria,  as  well  as  the  county  of  Provence.  They 
would  come  to  him  very  opportunely;  forthofe  coun- 
tries, of  which  he  called  himfelf  lord  by  virtue  of 
the  gift  made  him,  abounded  in  all  forts  of  wealth. 
He  was  therefore  occupied  day  and  night  in  dcvif- 
ing  means  to  perform  this  journey  :  he  well  knew 
he  could  never  accompHfh  it  without  a  large  fum 
of  money,  and  a  numerous  body  of  men  at  arms 
to  refifl:  thofe  who  might  wifh  to  oppofe  him.  The 
duke,  in  confequence,  amaffed  fo  great  a  quantity 
of  money,  under  pretence  of  this  journey,  that  it 
was  marvellous  to  behold  ;  and  he  kept  the  Pa- 
rifians  in  as  good  humour  as  he  could,  for  he  knew 
there  were  in  Paris  large  depofits  of  cafh,  of  which 
he  got  the  greater  part,  and  fent  it  to  the  earl  of 
Savoy,  in  whom  he  had  great  confidence  ;  adding, 
that  on  his  arrival  in  Savoy,  he  would  make  ar- 
rangements by  which  there  fhould  be  regular  pay- 
ments for  a  thoufand  fpears,  or  more,  for  one 
whole  year. 

The  earl  of  Savoy  was  much  pleafed  at  thts  in- 
telligence, for  he  greatly  loved  arms :  he  therefore 
replied  to  the  meffengers,  that  he  would  willingly 
ferve  the  duke  on  the  terms  propofed.  This  an- 
fwer  was  highly  agreeable  to  the  duke,  as  he  had 
an  affedion  for  the  company  of  the  earl  of  Savoy. 

The  duke  retained  men  in  all  parts,  fo  that  he 

had  coUeded  full   nine  thoufand  men  at  arms, 

ready   prepared   and   under   his    obedience.     He 

ordered  the  mod  fumptuous  equipages  to  be  made 
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for  him  and  his  houfehold  at  Paris  that  any  lord 
had  ever  commanded,  fuch  as  tents,  pavilions  and 
ether  things  fuitable  for  a  king  when  about  to 
make  a  long  journey. 

We  will  now  leave  the  duke  of  Anjou,  and 
fpeak  of  the  earl  of  Cambridge  and  his  men,  who 
were  in  Portugal  near  the  king's  perfon. 


CHAP.  IV. 

THE  ENGLISH    MAKE    AN    EXPEDITION    AGAIXST    THE 
SPANIARDS,    CONTRARY    TO    THE    ORDERS    OF    THE 

KING    OF  PORTUGAL. THE  CASTLE  OF  FIGHIERE  * 

IS  TAKEN. 

^HE  earl  of  Cambridge  and  his  army  remained 
for  a  confiderable  time  with  the  king  of  Por- 
tugal, at  Lilbon ;  during  which  the  EngHfli  and 
Gafcons  reconnoitred  the  country,  for  they  had 
never  before  been  there.  It  feems  to  me,  that 
about  this  time  a  marriage  was  agreed  on  between 
the  daughter  of  the  king  of  Portugal,  who  was 
ten  years  old,  and  the  fon  of  the  earl  of  Cambridge, 
of  the  fame  age.  He  was  a  fine  child,  and  his 
name  was  John  ;  the  lady's  name  Beatrice. 

There  were  great  feafts  at  the  betrothing  of  thefe 
two  children,  and  much  joy  :  all  the  barons  and 
prelates  of  the  realm  were  prefent :  and,  young  as 

*  This  mnft  probably  mean  Figueiro  dos  Vinhos,  a  town  in 
Fllremadura,  for  Figuerais  in  Catalonia, 

the 
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the  married  couple  were,  they  were  both  laid  in 
the  fame  bed.  This  marriage  and  the  confequent 
feafls  being  over,  which  lafted  for  eight  days,  the 
council  of  Portugal  ordered  the  men  at  arms  who 
were  in  Lifbon  to  march  to  other  quarters  on  the 
frontiers.  The  earl  of  Cambridge  and  a  part  of 
his  army  were  fent  into  quarters  at  a  very  hand- 
fome  town  in  Portugal  called  Eflremoure  *,  and 
the  remainder  of  the  Englllh  and  Gafcons  to  Befi- 
oufef.  John  of  Cambridge  remained  with  the 
king. 

When  the  canon  de  Roberfac,  and  the  englifh 
and  gafcon  knights,  took  leave  of  the  king,  he  faid 
to  them, — '  My  friends,  I  order  you  not  to  make 
any  attacks  on  the  enemy  without  my  knowledge ; 
for,  if  you  do,  I  fhall  be  much  angered.'  They 
fwore,  '  they  would  not,  by  God,  and,  whenever 
they  had  fuch  an  inclination,  would  fend  to  inform 
him,  and  have  his  permiffion.' 

They  then  departed,  and  marched  towards  Befi- 
oufe,  which  is  fituated  in  the  upper  part  of  the 
country,  two  days  journey  from  Lifbon  and  as  many 
from  Seville,  where  the  king  of  Spain  refided. 

The  king  of  Spain  had  been  early  informed  of 
the  arrival  of  the  EngHfh  under  the  command  of 
the  earl  of  Cambridge,  and  had  fent  intelligence 
of  it  to  thofe  knights  in  France  on  whofe  fervices 

■*  Eftremoure.     Q.  if  not  Eftremoz. 

f  Befioufe.  Q,  if  not  Villa  Viciofa,  a  town  near  Eftremoz  | 
for  D.  Sauvage,  in  a  marginal  note,  fays  la  Salle  calls  it  Vefioufe, 
which  feems  a  corruption  of  Viciofaj  and  confirms  me  it  muft 
be  Villa  Viciofa. 

he 
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he  depended.  On  hearing  this,  and  that  there  were 
expeftations  of  war  in  Spain,  they  were  much  re- 
joiced :  many  who  wiflied  to  advance  their  fame 
made  ready,  and  took  the  road  thiiher. 

The  canon  de  lioberfac*,  who  was  with  his 
enghih  and  gafcon  companions  in  Befioufe,  one 
day  faid  ;  '  My  dear,  gentlemen,  I  think  we  remain 
here  not  much  to  our  honour,  when  we  have  never 
as  yet  made  any  attempt  on  our  enemies:  they  will 
not  think  the  better  of  us  for  it.  If  you  will  take 
my  advice,  let  us  fend  to  entreat  the  king-to  allow 
us  to  attack  them.'  They  all  replied,  '  We  are 
perfeftly  willing  to  do  fo.' 

Sir  John  Canbouich  f  was  ordered  to  oarry  this 
meffage,  which  he  cheerfully  undertook  :  He  came 
to  the  king  at  Lifbon,  where  he  punftually  deli- 
vered his  melTage.  The  king  replied,  he  was  un- 
willing for  them  to  undertake  any  expedition ;  and, 
whatever  the  knight  might  urge,  he  could  never 
make  him  change  his  opinion.  He  returned,  there- 
fore, to  his  friends,  telling  them  the  king  would 
not  coniply  with  their  requeft.  They  were  much 
enraged  at  it,  and  faid  among  Themielves,  that  it 
was  not  becoming  men  at  arms  to  continue  fo  long 
in  garrifon  without  attempting  fome  feats  of  arms : 
they  mutually  agreed  to  make  an  excurfion.  In 
confequence,  they  took  the  field  with  full  four 


*  The  canon  de  Roberfac's  name  was  Theodore.  He  was 
governor  of  Ardres  in  the  45th  of  Edward  III.  and,  in  the  ;3d 
of  Richard  II.  was  employed  by  the  king  to  treat  with  the  duke 
of  Juliers  concerning  his  homage. — Cartes  Holies  Fraurois.^ 

I  Canbouich,     Q. 
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hundred  men  at  arms  and  as  many  archers.  They 
refolved  to  attack  a  large  town  which  belonged  to 
the  commander  of  St.  James ;  but,  on  their  march, 
they  found  a  nearer  way  to  arrive  at  the  caille 
of  Fighiere,  in  which  were  about  fixty  fpanifh  men 
at  arms  in  garrifon,  under  the  command  of  Peter 
Goufles  and  his  brother. 

The  canon  de  Roberfac,  being  very  proud  of 
this  expedition,  as  it  had  been  by  his  means  under- 
taken, rode  forward  in  front.  There  were  fir 
Oliver  Beauchamp,  fir  Matthew  Gournay,  Miles 
Windfor,  the  lord  Talbot,  fir  Adam  Symon,  fir 
John  Sounder,  baftard  brother  to  the  king  of 
England,  the  fouldich  de  I'Eftrade,  the  lord  de 
Chateauneuf,  the  lord  de  la  Barde,  Raymond  de 
Maflbn  and  feveral  more.  They  arrived  at  the 
caftle  of  Fighiere,  which  they  furrounded,  and 
drew  up  in  order  of  alTault,  making  all  prepara- 
tions neceflary  for  it. 

When  the  garrifon  faw  they  were  to  be  attacked, 
they  alfo  made  ready  for  their  defence.  About 
four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  a  very  vigorous  at- 
tack commenced,  and  the  Englifli  entered  the  ditch, 
which  being  dry,  they  advanced  clofe  to  the  walls, 
bracing  their  targets  over  their  heads,  to  guard 
themfelves  from  the  ftones  which  might  be  thrown 
on  them  from  the  walls,  and  there  made  good  ufe 
of  their  pick-axes  and  iron  crows :  while  thus  em- 
ployed, the  garrifon  threw  on  them  beams  and  bars 
of  iron,  that  wounded  many. 

The  canon  de  Roberfac  was  prefent :  he  had  the 
gourage  of  a  knight,  and  performed  that  day  many 

gallant 
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gallant  deeds ;  as  did  alfo  Efperons  his  valet.  The 
arehers  of  England  were  drawn  up  on  the  ditches, 
who  fliot  fo  well  and  rapidly  that  fcarcely  any 
dared  to  fhew  themfelves  on  the  battlements ;  and 
one  half  of  the  garrifon  were  either  llain  or 
wounded. 

The  brother  of  Peter  Goufles,  the  governor  of 
the  caflle,  was  there  flain  by  an  arrow  :  he  was 
called  Bartholomew,  and  was  an  able  and  expert 
man  at  arms ;  but,  through  his  own  imprudence 
and  rafhnefs,  he  lofl  his  life. 

The  alTault  continued  from  four  o'clock  until 
high  noon  ;  and  I  muft  fay  that  the  englifli  and 
gafcon  knights  did  not  fpare  themfelves,  but 
fought  with  courage  and  a  thorough  good  will, 
becaufe  they  had  undertaken  this  expedition  with- 
out the  confent  of  the  king  of  Portugal :  they  were, 
therefore,  determined  to  conquer  this  cafhle,  that 
the  fame  of  it  might  reach  Lifbon,  and  fliew  what 
fuccefs  they  had  met  with  on  their  firll  at- 
tempt. 

The  canon  de  Roberfac  faid, — '  Ha,  ha,  my 
gentlemen,  we  fliall  this  day  win  the  caftle  ;  but 
if  fo  many  gallant  men  at  arms  as  we  are,  take  as 
much  time  to  conquer  all  the  other  towns  in  Spain 
and  in  Galicia,  we  fliall  never  be  maflers  of  them.' 

The  knights  and  fquires,  on  hearing  this  speech, 
began  to  exert  themfelves  the  more  :  the  canon  de 
Roberfac,  although  covered  by  his  fhield,  received 
fuch  a  blow  that  he  was  much  wounded. 

There  was  prefent  a  young  knight  from  Hainault 
called  Froiifart  Meulier,  who  very  gallantly  be- 
haved 
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haved  himfelf  at  this  alTault,  as  indeed  did  the 
others. 

The  garrifon  artillery,  as  well  as  the  machines 
for  cafling  of  Hones  and  iron  bars,  began  to  tire 
and  grow  weaker  in  the  caftle.  Confidering  that 
of  twenty-five  men  *  (the  force  within  the  place), 
there  were  not  three  unhurt,  and  fome  dangeroufly 
wounded,  they  could  not  prevent  it  from  being 
taken  by  ftorm.  The  brother  of  their  captain  lay 
dead,  from  whom  no  further  help  could  come. 
They  refolved  to  give  themfelves  a  little  refpite, 
and  during  that  time  treat  for  a  peace.  They 
made  a  fignal  to  parley  with  the  Englifh.  The 
alTault  was  Hopped,  and  thofe  who  were  in  the 
ditches  employed  againft  the  walls  were  ordered 
out:  it  was  high  time,  for  there  were  many  who 
had  been  wounded,  and  others  much  fatigued. 

Sir  Matthew  Gournay,  conftable,  and  fir  Wil- 
liam Windfor,  marfhal  of  the  army,  advanced,  and 
demanded   what    they    wanted.     The    governor, 

Peter   GouiTes,   addreffed  them  in  thefe  words, 

'  You  are  refolved  not  to  leave  this  place  without 
conquering  it :  you  wound  our  men,  and  we  do 
the  fame  to  yours.  We  have  therefore  confulted 
together;  and  I,  as  governor,  fpeak  their  fenti- 
ments,  which  are,  that  we  will  furrender  to  you 
the  fort,  our  lives  and  fortunes  being  fpared. 
Accept,  therefore,  thefe   terms,   which  are  juft: 


*  Page  23,  it  is  faid  the  garrifon  confifted  of  about  fixty 
men  at  arms. 


you 
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you  arc  at  prelent  the  ftrongeft,  ib  that  we  mull 
fubmit.* 

The  englifli  knights  replied,  they  would  advife 
upon  it,  which  they  did.  When  they  had  held  a 
council,  they  fent  for  anfwer  to  the  garrlfon,  that 
thofe  within  the  caftle  might  retire  whither  they 
pleafed  ;  but  the  flores  muft  be  left  behind,  and 
they  were  not  to  carry  away  any  thing  with  them. 

When  Peter  Goufles  faw  he  could  not  obtain 
better  terms,  he  confented,  but  it  was  much  againft 
his  will.  Thus  was  the  caftle  of  Fighiere  furren- 
dered  to  the  Englifli.  The  Spaniards  marched 
away,  under  a  fafe  conduft,  to  Efteris,  where  the 
commander  of  St.  James  ufually  refided.  They, 
however,  did  not  find  him  there  ;  for,  having 
learnt  that  the  enemy  had  taken  the  field,  he  had 
done  the  fame  with  full  four  hundred  men  at  arms, 
Spaniards  and  Caftillians,  in  hopes,  if  he  could 
meet  with  the  Englifli  in  a  favourable  fituation,  to 
combat  them  to  his  honour. 


CHAP.  V. 


ArXEli  THE  CONQUKST  OF  THE  CASTLE    OF    FIGniEUI-., 
THE    CANON    DE    UOBERSAC,    RETURNING     TO    HIS 

GARRISON,       IS      IN     GREAT     DANGER. SUCCOURS 

CO^IE  FROM  ERANCE  TO  CASTILLE. 

T-IEN  the  knights  of  England  and  the  canon 
had  got  poffefTion  of  the  caftle  of  Fighiere, 
they  were  much  rejoiced.     Tljey  had  it  repaired  in 

every 
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every  part: ;  and,  leaving  forty  men  at  arms  as  a 
garrifon,  they  flored  it  u^ell  with  provifion  and 
other  neceffaries,  and  alfo  with  a  fufficient  body  of 
archers.  Having  placed  a  good  captain  as  gover- 
nor, they  held  a  council,  when  they  refclved  to 
return  to  their  quarters. 

The  Eugliih  and  Gafcons,  on  their  departure, 
divided  themfelves  into  three  bodies  ;  the  lafl  of 
which  remained  in  the  plain,  under  the  command 
of  the  canon.  Some  Enghfh,  Gafcons,  and  Ger- 
mans, defirous  of  feats  of  arms,  had  continued  with 
him  :  in  all  about  fixty  fpears  and  as  many  archers  : 
they  marched  one  whole  day  with  the  canon's 
company  on  their  return  to  Befioufe. 

On  the  fecond  day,  early  in  the  morning,  they 
difcovered  fome  ambufcades,  and  marched  on  in 
good  array.  They  were  then  between  a  large 
town  in  Portugal,  called  Huenca  *,  and  .the  caftle 
of  Concrelet  j.  On  the  outlkirts  of  a  wood, 
nearer  to  the  caftle  of  Concrelet  than  to  Huenca, 
was  the  grand  mailer  of  St.  James  +  pofted  with 
full  four  hundred  men  at  arms.  The  Englifli  no 
fooner  perceived  them  than  they  clofed  their  ranks, 
fhew^ed  no  figns  of  fear,  and  marched  on  at  a  good 
pace. 

The  Spaniards,  notwithftanding  their  numberSj 

*  Huenca.     Q.  f  Concrelet.     Q. 

+  I  fufpe6l  it  muft  have  been  the  grand  mafter  of  the  order  of 
Alcantara,  and  not  of  St.  James,  and  that  there  muft  have 
been  a  caftle  of  Fighiere  in  the  province  of  Eftremadara  j  for  it 
is  not  poffible,  from  the  fhortnefs  of  their  march,  they  could 
have  gone  to  Catalonia.     See  note,  p.  20, 

made 
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made  not  any  appearance  of  quitting  their  am- 
bufcade  ;  for  they  imagined  the  Engliili  had  near 
at  hand  their  large  battahon,  and  for  that  reafon 
were  afraid  to  attack  them  :  had  they  been  better 
informed,  there  would  have  been  a  combat.  They 
thus  feparated  from  each  other  without  any  thing 
being  done. 

The  Spaniards  returned  that  evening  to  Efleris, 
and  the  canon  to  Befioufe,  when  he  related  to  his 
companions  how  he  had  feen  the  Spaniards  in  am- 
bufcade  between  Huenca  and  Concrelet,  adding, 
'  If  we  had  been  all  together,  we  could  have 
fought  with  them.'  The  knights,  therefore, 
much  repented  that  they  had  not  kept  all  in  one 
body. 

Thus  ended  this  excurfion  of  the  Englifli  and 
Gafcons ;  and,  when  news  was  brought  of  it  to 
the  king  of  Portugal,  he  pretended  to  be  much 
enraged,  becaufe  they  had  done  it  without  his 
confcnt.  The  Engliili  and  Gafcons  remained  the 
whole  winter  in  their  garrifons,  without  perform- 
ing any  thing  worth  mentioning,  which  \^  earied 
them  much  :  it  was  not  their  fault  no  deeds  of 
arms  were  done. 

Don  John  of  Caftille.  hov/ever,  was  not  idle  in 
making  his  preparations.  He  had  fent  to  the  king 
of  France  and  to  his  uncles  for  fuccour,  and  had 
informed  them  of  the  arrival  cf  the  earl  of  Cam- 
bridge in  Portugal.  He  alfo  faid,  that  it  was  uni- 
verfally  reported  throughout  Caftille  and  Portugal 
that  the  king  of  England,  the  duke  of  Lancafler, 
and   the  earl   of  Buckingham,  with   a  powerfal 

force, 
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force,  were  to  reinforce  them  the  enfuing  fummer- 
For  which  reafons,  he  required  from  the  king,  in 
conformity  with  the  treaties  between  France  and 
Spain,  and  their  mutual  affedlion,  that  fufficient 
forces  fliould  be  fent  to  him  in  the  courfc  of  the 
fpring  and  fummer,  to  enable  him  to  oppofe  his 
enemies  with  eifeft.  The  king's  council  affented 
to  this,  for  they  clearly  faw  the  king  of  Spain  had 
a  rio-ht  to  demand  it.     Permiffion  was  8:ranted  to 

o  ,  o 

all  knights  and  fquires  defiro us  of  advancing  them- 
felves  to  join  don  John  ;  and  the  king  of  France 
lent  them  wherewith  to  perform  their  journey. 
Itfeems  to  me,  that  fir  Oliver  du  Guefclin,  brother 
to  the  late  conflable  of  France,  made  preparations 
to  go  thither  in  the  fpring.  Many  knights  and 
fquires  from  Brittany,  Beauce,  Picardy,  Anjou, 
Berry,  Blois  and  Maine  did  fo  hkewife,  and  went 
thither  in  companies  to  perform  the  journey  more 
comfortably.  A  palTage  was  opened  to  them 
through  Arragon,  and  all  ^Jnds  of  provifion  were 
prepared  for  them,  for  ready  money.  But  you 
mud  know  they  did  not  pay  for  all  they  took  in  the 
low  countries,  which  made  the  poor  inhabitants 
fuffer  great  lolTes. 


}0 


CHAP.  VI. 

THE  EIVrPEROR  WINCESLAUS  SENDS  HIS  SISTER  ^NNE 
TO  KING  RICHARD  OF  ENGLAND,  WHO  MAKES  HER 
HIS  2UEEN. 

"VOU  have  heard  how  king  Richard  of  England 
had  for  upwards  of  a  year  beeil  in  treaty 
with  Winceflaus  king  of  Bohemia,  who  at  this 
period  had  taken  the  title  of  emperor  of  Rome, 
to  obtain  his  fifter  the  lady  Anne  in  marriage  ;  and 
how  one  of  his  knights,  fir  Simon  Burnley,  had 
much  laboured  In  this  bufinefs  ;  and  alio  that  the 
duke  of  Saxony  had  been  in  England  to  confirm 
the  marriage. 

This  affair  had  been  fo  well  conducted  that  the 
emperor  fent  his  fifter  to  England,  attended  by  the 
duke  of  Saxony  and  great  numbers  of  knights  and 
damfels,  with  a  fuit^.ble  ftate  becoming  fuch  a  lady. 
They  came  through  Brabant  to  Bruffels,  where 
the  duke  and  duchefs  received  the  young  queen 
and  her  company  very  grandly  ;  for  the  duke 
was  her  uncle,  flie  being  the  daughter  of  the  em- 
peror Charles  his  brother.  The  lady  Anne  of 
Bohemia  remained  with  her  uncle  and  aunt  at 
BrulTels  upwards  of  a  month.  She  was  afraid  of 
moving,  for  flie  had  been  Informed  there  were 
twelve  large  armed  veifels,  full  of  Normans,  on 
the  fea  between  Calais  and  Holland,  that  feized 
and  pillaged  all  that  fell  into  their  hands,  and  it 
was  indifferent  to  them  Vv^ho  they  were.  The  re- 
port 
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port  was  current,  that  they  cruized  In  thofe  feas 
waitmg  for  the  coming  of  this  lady  ;  and  that  the 
king  of  France  and  his  council  were  defirous  of 
carrying  her  off,  in  order  to  break  the  match,  for 
they  were  very  uneafy  at  this  alliance  of  the  Ger- 
mans with  the  Engliili.  When  it  was  faid  to  be 
difhonourable  to  carry  off  ladies  in  the  wars  of 
men,  they  replied, — '  How,  have  you  not  feen  the 
prince  of  Wales,  father  to  the  prefent  king  of  Eng- 
land, confent  to  a  fimilar  action  in  the  perfon  of 
the  duchefs  of  Bourbon,  mother  to  the  queen  of 
France,  when  fhe  was  made  prifoner  by  the  foldiers 
of  the  prince,  fliut  up  in  the  caflle  of  Belleperche, 
and  afterwards  conducted  into  Guyenne  and  ran- 
fomed  ?  ]f,  therefore,  to  revenge  themfelves,  the 
French  fliould  commit  fuch  an  a6t  on  the  intended 
queen  of  England,  they  ought  not  to  be  blamed  for 
it.'  On  account  of  thefe  fufpicions  and  fears,  the 
young  lady  remained  in  Bruflels  one  whole  month. 
The  duke  of  Brabant,  by  advice  of  his  council^ 
fent  to  France  the  lords  de  RoufTelans  and  de 
Boufquehoir,  to  remonflrate  on  this  fubjed  with 
the  king  and  his  uncles,  who  were  alfo  his  nephews, 
being  his  filler's  fons. 

The  knights  of  ^Brabant  managed  fo  well^with 
the  king  and  his  council  that  their  requefl  was 
complied  with,  and  paffports  granted  for  the  lady 
p.nd  her  attendants  to  travel  through  any  parts  of 
France  (he  might  choofe,  as  far  as  Calais.  The 
Normans  were  remanded  into  port.  This  anfwcr 
the  knights  carried  to  Brabant  to  the  duke  and 
dechefs.     The  king  and  his  uncles  wrote  to  fay, 

thev 
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they  had  granted  this  favour  to  their  coufin  the 
lady  Anne,  at  their  fohcitation  alone,  and  for  no 
other  reafon  whatever. 

Such  information  was  very  pleafing  to  the  duke 
and  duchefs  of  Brabant,  as  well  as  to  thofe  who 
were  to  crofs  the  fea.  Preparations  were  immedi- 
ately made  for  their  departure  from  BruiTels  j  and 
the  young  lady  took  leave  of  her  uncle,  her  aunt, 
and  the  ladies  and  damfels  of  the  country  who  had 
accompanied  her. 

The  duke  had  her  efcorted  with  one  hundred 
fpears.  She  paffed  through  Ghent,  where  fhe  re- 
pofed  herfelf  for  a  day,  and  the  citizens  did  every 
thing  in  their  power  to  fhew  her  honour.  She 
then  came  to  Bruges,  v/here  the  earl  of  Flanders 
received  her  very  magnificently,  and  ftopped  for 
three  days.  She  continued  her  journey  until  fiie 
came  to  Gravelines,  where  the  earls  of  Salifbury 
and  Devonfhire  were  waiting  for  her,  with  five 
hundred  fpears  and  as  many  archers.  They  con- 
duced her  to  Calais,  when  the  Brabanters  returned, 
after  they  had  delivered  her  to  the  barons  of  Eng- 
land. 

The  young  lady  made  no  ftay  at  Calais  but 
until  ^he  vi'ind  became  favourable.  She  embarked 
on  a  Wednefday  morning  when  the  veffeis  were 
manned,  and  the  fame  day  arrived  at  Dover,  where 
fhe  halted  to  repofe  herfelf  two  days  :  on  the  third, 
fhe  fet  out  for  Canterbury,  where  the  earl  of  Buck- 
ingham received  her  very  grandly.  The  lady 
purfued  her  journey  unto  London,  and  was  mofl 
honourably  received  by  the  citizens,  the  ladies  and 

damfels 


damfels  of  the  town  and  country,  who  were  a!! 
affembled  to  meet  her.  She  was  married  to  the 
king,  in  the  chapel  of  the  palace  of  Wcftminfter, 
the  twentieth  day  after  Chrillmas.  On  the  wed- 
ding day,  there  were  great  feaflings.  That  gallant 
and  noble  knight  fir  Robert  de  Namur  had  always 
accompanied  her,  from  the  time  fhe  quitted  Ger- 
many until  file  was  married,  for  which  the  emperor 
and  king  of  England  held  themfelves  much  obliged. 

The  king  carried  his  queen  to  Windfor,  where 
he  kept  an  open  and  noble  houfe.  They  were 
very  happy  together.  She  was  accompanied  bv 
the  princefs  of  Wales  and  the  duchefs  of  Brittanv, 
aunt  to  the  king,  who  at  that  time  was  feparated 
from  the  duke  her  hufband ;  for  the  barons  and 
council  of  England  would  not  confent  to  her  return 
into  Brittany,  becaufe  he  had  changed  to  the  French 
intereft. 

The  barons  and  knights  were  accuftomed  to 
fay, — '  Since  the  duke  of  Brittany  has  fo  ill  and  fo 
treacheroufly  acquitted  himfelf  to  the  earl  of  Buck- 
ingham, and  to  our  men,  the  lafl  time  they  were 
in  France,  whenever  he  fhall  demand  back  hi3 
duchefs,  let  us  not  confent  to  it,  but  fend  him  his 
two  enemies,  John  and  Guy  of  Brittany,  children 
to  St.  Charles  de  Blois,  and  who  have  a  better 
right  to  the  duchy  than  himfelf:  he  is  duke  through 
our  power,  and  an  ungrateful  return  does  he  make 
for  what  he  has  had  from  us  :  we  ought  therefore 
to  aft  in  like  manner  to  him,  for  his  difgraceful 
conduft.*  True  it  is,  that  thefe  two  lords,  John 
and  Guy  de  Bretaigne,  fons  of  St.  Charles  of  Blois, 
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who  were  prifoners  In  England,  and  confined  in  a 
ftrong  caflle,  under  the  guard  of  fir  Peter  d'Am- 
breticourt,  were  fent  for,  and  brought  before  the 
council  of  the  king  of  England ;  when  they  were 
informed,  that  if  they  would  hold  the  duchy  of 
Brittany  from  England,  and  acknowledge  it  by 
doing  homage  to  the  king,  their  inheritance  fhould 
be  recovered  for  them,  and  John  fhould  have  the 
lady  Philippa  of  Lancafler  to  wife. 

But  they  replied,  they  would  not  havfi  any  thing 
to  do  with  it,  and  would  prefer  remaining  in  prifon 
until  death  to  ading  other  wife  than  as  good  French- 
men. AlTairs  continued  on  this  footing,  and  they 
were  never  afterwards  in  any  way  fpoken  to  on  the 
fubjedi:,  fince  they  had  fhewn  the  firmjiefs  of  their 
intentions. 


CHAP.  VII. 

THE  KING  OF  FRANCE  CANNOT  OBTAIN  MONEY  FROM 

THE  RECEIVER  AT    PARIS. THE    DUKE    OF    ANJOU 

MARCHES  INTO  ITALY  WITH  A  NOBLE  ATTENDANCE 
OF  KNIGHTS. 

Y'OU  have  before  heard  how  Paris  had  made  its 

peace  with  the  king,  on  its  agreement  of  pay- 

incr  a  certain  fum  of  florins.     The  florins  were 

o 

paid  weekly  to  a  receiver  whom  they  had  appointed, 
but  none  came  to  the  coffers  of  the  king,  nor  were 
any  of  them  fent  out  of  Paris.    It  happened  that 

the 
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tile  king  was  in  great  want  of  money  to  pay  the 
men  at  arms  he  was  fending  to  Caftille  which  by 
treaty  he  was  bound  to  do. 

He  ordered  the  receiver  at  Paris  to  prepare  a  fum 
of  one  hmidred  thoufand  francs;  for  he  was  anxious 
to  afliil,  in  his  neceffity,  don  John  of  Caflille,  and 
clearly  {hewed  for  what  ufe  he  intended  this  money. 
The  receiver  replied  to  the  letters  from  the  king, 
and  to  thofe  who  had  brought  them,  in  a  very 
civil  manner,  faying,  that  in  truth  he  had  money 
fufficient,  but  that  he  could  not  pay  any  of  it 
without  the  confent  and  permiffion  of  the  town  of 
Paris.  Thefe  words  did  not  pleafe  the  king,  who 
declared  he  would  remedy  all  this  as  foon  as  he 
fliould  be  able.  He  found  the  money  elfewhere, 
through  the  afliftance  of  the  principal  towns  in 
Picardy. 

This  caufed  a  great  coolnefs  between  the  king 
and  the  Parifians.  He  never  came  to  Paris,  but 
refided  at  Meaux,  Senlis,  Compiegne^  and  in  thofe 
parts,  to  the  great  difpleafure  of  the  Parifians.  The 
greatell  refourcc  they  had  was  in  the  duke  of  Anjou 
for  their  fafety  :  he  already  figned  himfelf  king  of 
Sicily  and  Jerufalem,  and  had  borne  the  arms. 

The  duke  commonly  refided  at  Pnris,  becaufe 
there  was  much  money  kept  there,  and  to  prevent 
the  king  from  receiving  any  of  it,  that  he  might  be 
the  better  fupplied  for  his  projeded  enterprife  in 
Italy  :  he  was  colleding  money  from  all  parts,  and 
it  was  faid  the  fum  he  had  at  Roquemaur  *,  near 

*^  Roquemaur^ — two  leagues  from  Avignon. 

^  2  Avignon  5 
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Avignon,  was  not  lefs  than  two  millions  of  florins- 
He  treated  with  the  Parifians,  and  ufed  fuch  fine 
language,  having  words  at  command,  and  befidcs 
being  from  his  birth  the  regent  of  the  kingdom,  as 
the  eldefl  of  the  king's  uncles,  that  he  obtained 
one  hundred  thoufand  florins,  when  the  king  and 
his  two  uncles  of  Berry  and  Burgundy  could  not 
procure  one  penny  from  them. 

The  duke  of  Anjou,  having  now  finifhed  his 
preparations  and  colle£led  ^11  his  ftores,  began  his 
march  early  in  fpring,  and  the  magnitude  of  his 
array  furprifed  every  one.  He  pafled  through 
France  to  Avignon,  where  he  was  much  feafted  by 
the  pope  and  cardinals.  The  barons  and  principal 
lords  of  Provence  came  thither  to  wait  on  him  as 
their  lord,  did  him  homage,  and  put  themfelves 
under  his  obedience. 

The  gallant  earl  of  Savoy,  his  coufm,  came  to 
meet  him,  attended  by  barons  and  knights,  who 
were  alfo  well  received  by  the  pope  and  cardinals. 
During  his  flay  at  Avignon,  he  arranged  and 
fettled  the  pay  and  ftores  for  the  Savoyards,  who 
w^ere  in  confiderable  numbers,  and  delivered  the 
money  to  the  earl  of  Savoy.  This  being  done,  the 
duke  of  Anjou  and  the  earl  of  Savoy  took  their 
leave  of  the  pope,  and  fet  off  from  Avignon,  fol- 
lowing the  road  to  Savoy  and  Piedmont.  The 
earl  was  the  duke's  conductor,  and  paid  him  the 
utmoft  refpeft  in  all  the  great  towns  through 
which  they  paffed.  Men  at  arms  were  continually 
advancing,  or  followed  in  their  rear,  fo  that  Lom- 
bardy  was  quite  open  and  ready  to  receive  them. 

On 
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On  the  duke*s  entrance  into  Lombardy,  he  was 
moft  honourably  received  in  all  the  principal  towns, 
more  efpecially  in  Milan,  where  fir  Galeas  and 
fir  Bernabo  Vifconti  loaded  him  with  honours :  he 
received  from  them  fuch  rich  prefents  and  jewels 
as  would  aftonifli,  if  related.  The  duke  of  Anjou 
kept  a  kingly  ftate :  he  had  his  mint  with  him, 
where  he  coined  florins  and  white  money,  with 
which  he  made  his  payments  all  through  Lom- 
bardy and  Tufcany. 

When  they  began  to  approach  Rome,  they 
marched  in  a  more  compact  body  than  they  had 
hitherto  done  ;  for  the  Romans,  being  informed 
of  the  duke's  march,  had  thrown  up  flrong  forti- 
fications to  oppofe  him.  They  had  for  com- 
mander a  valiant  englifh  knight,  called  fir  John 
Hawkwood*,  who  had  refided  a  long  time  in  that 
part  of  Italy  :  he  was  well  acquainted  with  the 
frontiers,  and  had  under  him  a  large  body  of  men 
at  arms,  of  Germans,  Englifli  and  other  nations  in 
the  pay  of  the  Romans,  for  the  defence  of  Urban, 
at  that  time  called  pope,  and  who  refided  at  Rome. 

This  pope  was  not  alarmed  at  the  arrival  of  the 
duke  of  Anjou.  When  they  told  him  he  was  on 
his  march,  attended  by  the  earl  of  Savoy  and  the 
count  of  Geneva,  with  full  nine  thoufand  lances 
of  good  men  at  arms,  and  that  it  was  uncertain  if 
be  would  not  come  to  Rome  to  dethrone  him,  for 
they  were  all   Clementines,  he  replied  by  faying, 

*  Christus  protegat  nos.*     That  was  all  the  alarm 

*  Sir  John  Hawkwood.     See  his  life  in  Nlchol's  Bib.  Top.  Brit. 
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they  gave  him,  and  the  only  anfwer  he  made  to 
thofe  who  fpoke  to  him  on  the  fubjed. 

The  duke  of  Anjou,  who  titled  himfelf  king  of 
Naples,  Sicily  and  Jerufalem,  duke  of  Calabria  and 
la  Puglia,  accompanied  by  the  earl  of  Savoy,  con- 
tinued the  march  of  his  army  through  Tufcany, 
the  territory  of  Ancona,  and  the  patrimony  of  St, 
Peter,  but  did  not  enter  Rome  j  for  the  duke 
wiflied  not  to  make  war  on  Rome,  nor  on  the 
Romans,  but  folely  aimed  to  accomplifh  his  en- 
terprife  on  the  terms  according  to  which  he  had 
left  France.  He  kept  up  kingly  ftate  wherever  he 
pafled,  and  all  men  at  arms  praifed  him  for  the 
punftuality  of  his  payments. 

At  this  period  his  adverfary,  the  lord  Charles  de 
Durazzo,  refided  in  the  city  of  Naples.  He  alfo 
figned  himfelf  king  of  Naples,  Sicily  and  Jeru- 
falem, duke  of  la  Puglia  and  Calabria,  and  con- 
fidered  himfelf  as  the  lawful  king,  fmce  the  queen 
of  Naples  was  dead  without  leaving  any  heirs  by 
marriage.  He  looked  on  the  gift  which  the  queen 
had  made  to  the  pope  as  null,  and  maintained  this 
opinion  by  two  arguments  :  the  firft  was,  that  be- 
fides  being  fupported  and  obeyed  by  the  Neapoli- 
tans and  Sicilians,  the  queen  of  Naples  could  not 
refign  the  inheritance  of  another  ; — fecondly,  that 
fuppofmg  this  refignation  to  have  been  good  and 
the  gift  in  force  to  the  court  of  Rome,  and  that  the 
popes  were  entitled  to  it,  fhe  had  not  legally  done 
it,  for  thofe  kingdoms  confidered  Urban  as  the 
true  pope,  and  not  Clenjent. 

This  is  the  queftion  v/hich  they  difputed,  and 

the 
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the  defence  Charles  de  Durazzo  made.  He  alfo 
at  the  beginning  took  very  wile  precautions,  for  he 
amply  provided  [with  flores  the  caflel  del  Ovo, 
which  is  one  of  the  ftrongeft  callles  in  the  world, 
and  fituated  as  it  were  by  enchantment  in  the  fea, 
fo  that  it  is  impoffible  to  take  it  but  by  necro- 
mancy or  by  the  help  of  the  devil  *. 

When  he  had  provided  this  caftle  with  a  fuffici- 
ency  to  lafl  three  or  four  years,  he  colleded  a  body 
of  men  at  arms  and  threw  himfelf  into  it,  having 
made  all  the  entrances  very  fecure,  leaving  the 
duke  of  Anjou  to  aft  as  he  pleafed.  He  well  knew 
the  Neapolitans  would  never  defert  him,  and  that, 
if  la  Puglia  an4  Calabria  Ihould  be  loR  for  two  or 
three  years,  they  could  eafily  regain  it. 

He  expected  the  duke  of  Anjou  would  foon  find 
himfelf  at  the  end  of  his  refources  in  maintaininp- 

o 

fuch  a  large  army  as  he  had  brought,  and  which  it 
was  impoffible  for  him  to  continue  to  fupport. 
They  would  be  in  want  of  provifion  or  pay,  which 
would  tire  them  out  in  the  courfe  of  two  or  three 
years  ;  and,  when  they  (hould  be  well  worn  down, 
he  might  combat  them  to  his  advantage.  Charles 
de  Durazzo  was  full  of  thefe  ideas,  fome  of  which 
were  afterwards  realized.  In  truth,  no  prince  in 
Chriflendom,  except  the  kings  of  France  or  Eng- 
land, would  have  be^n  able  to  have  kept  up  fuch 
an  immenfe  force  as  the  duke  of  Anjou  did ;  for 
they  reported  he  had  brought  over  the  mountains 

*  Denys  Sauvage  adds  a  marginal  note,  that  '  if  the  good 
man  Froiflfart  believes  this^  his  mind  muft  be  very  limple/ 
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thirty  thoufand  combatants,  without  hurting  his 
finances :  and  the  undertaking  fuch  an  enterprife 
required  much  thought  and  confideration. 


CHAP.  VIII. 

THE  EARL  OF  SAVOY,  WHO  HAD  ACCOMPANIED  THE 
DUKE  OF  ANJOU  TO  NAPLES,  ORDERS  A  MAN  TO 
BE  BEHEADED,  WHO  HAD  BOASTED  THAT  HE 
WOULD  GIVE  THEM  POSSESSION  OF  THE  CASTEL 
DEL  OVO  BY  ENCHANTMENT. 

T^HEN  the  duke  of  Anjou  and  his  army  entered 
la  Puglia  and  Calabria,  the  whole  country 
was  their  own,  and  the  people  tcflified  that  they 
wifhed  not  for  any  other  lord  than  him  :  in  a  fhort 
time,  all  the  barons,  principal  towns  and  others, 
put  themfelves  under  his  obedience.  Thofe  who 
have  been  in  thefe  countries,  which  are  the  richeil 
in  the  world,  report,  that  from  the  great  abundance 
of  every  thing,  the  people  are  perfectly  indolent, 
and  do  no  manner  of  labour. 

The  men  at  arms,  on  entering  fo  rich  a  country, 
felt  themfelves  very  comfortable  j  but  the  duke  of 
Anjou,  the  earl  of  Savoy,  the  count  of  \^end6me, 
the  count  of  Geneva*,  and  all  the  knighthood  of 
France,  Savoy  and  Brittany,  marched  on  into  the. 
territories  of  Naples. 

*  Count  of  Geneva.  Giannone  fayss.  he  was  brother  to  pope 
fitment. 

T'  '^- 
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The  citizens  of  Naples,  not  fearing  thefe  men  at 
arms,  deigned  not  to  fhut  their  gates,  but  kept 
them  always  open,  as  they  never  imagined  the  duke 
of  Anjou  could  refide  there  longer  than  it  was 
agreeable  to  them ;  for  the  moment  they  fhoald  be 
inclofed  in  the  town,  whatever  numbers  they  might 
be,  they  would  be  loft,  as  the  houfes  were  not  eafy 
to  be  taken,  having  before  their  doors  planks  which 
may  be  removed,  and  the  fea  underneath,  on  which 
they  would  not  perhaps  hke  to  adventure  them- 
felves. 

An  enchanter,  mafter  of  necromancy,  who  had 
refided  for  feme  time  in  the  neapolitan  territory, 
came  to  the  duke  of  Anjou,  and  faid, — '  My  lord, 
if  you  will.  I  can  caufe  the  caftel  del  Ovo  and  its 
garrifon  to  furrender  to  you.'  '  How  can  that  be  ?' 
replied  the  duke.  'My  lord,  I  will  tell  you,'  an- 
fwered  the  enchanter :  '  I  can,  by  enchantment, 
make  the  air  fo  thick  over  the  fea,  that  thofe  in 
the  caflle  ihail  think  it  a  large  bridge,  on  which 
ten  men  may  march  in  fron:;  and,  when  they 
ftall  fee  this  bridge,  they  will  be  fo  frightened  they 
tvill  furrender  themfelves  to  you,  left,  if  you  attack 
them,  they  be  taken  by  ftorm,'  The  duke,  much 
aftonifhed  at  what  he  had  heard,  called  his  knights, 
the  count  de  \  endome,  the  count  de  Geneve,  fir 
John  and  fir  Peter  de  Bueil,  fir  Morice  de  Maumi 
and  others,  to  whom  he  related  what  the  enchanter 
had  juft  told  him.  They  were  very  much  furprifed, 
but  feemed  willing  to  give  him  faith  for  it. 

The  duke  then  aiked, — '  Fair  mafter,  can  our 
people  march  on  this  bridge  of  which  you  fpeak  as 

far 


far  as  the  caflle,  and  attack  It  ?'  '  My  lord,'  replied 
the  magician,  '  of  this  I  dare  not  aflure  you  ;  for  if 
any  one  of  them,  while  on  this  bridge,  (hould  make 
the  fign  of  the  crofs,  all  would  difappear,  and  thofe 
on  it  would  fall  into  the  fea.'  The  duke,  upon 
this,  began  tt)  laugh,  and  fome  of  the  young  knights 
prefent  faid, — '  Ha,  my  lord,  for  God's  fake,  let 
him  do  it ;  we  will  not  make  any  fign  of  the  crofs, 
and  by  this  means  we  fhall  eafily  capture  our 
enemies.'  The  duke  faid  he  would  confider 
of  it. 

The  earl  of  Savoy  was  not  prefent  at  this  con- 
verfation,  but  came  foon  afterwards.  When  the 
earl  entered  the  duke's  tent,  the  magician  had  juft 
left  it ;  but  the  duke  told  him  all  that  had  pafled, 
and  what  offers  he  had  made.  The  earl,  having 
mufed  a  while,  faid,  '  Send  him  to  my  quarters, 
and  I  will  examine  him.  He  is  that  mafter  magician 
by  whofe  means  the  queen  of  Naples  and  fir  Otho 
de  Brunfwick  were  taken  in  the  cartel  del  Ovo,  for 
he  caufed  the  fea  to  fwell  fo  high  that  it  feemed  as 
if  it  would  fwallow  the  caftle  :  thofe  within  it  were 
fo  much  frightened  they  looked  on  themfelves  as 
dead.  One  ought  never  to  put  too  great  a  con- 
fidence in  fuch  people :  for  you  fee  the  wicked- 
nefs  of  the  wrexhes  in  this  country:  in  order  to 
pleafe  you,  and  to  obtain  your  benefactions,  he 
will  betray  Charles  de  Durazzo,  to  whom  he 
formerly  gave  up  the  queen  of  Naples  and  her 
hufband.' 

'  Well,*  replied  the  duke,  '  I  will  fend  him  to 
you.*     The  converfation  took  another  turn,  and, 

after 
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after  they  had  well  confidered  then-  fituatlon,  the 
earl  returned  to  his  quarters. 

On  the  morrow  morning,  when  the  lords  were 
rifen,  the  magician  waited  on  the  duke,  bowing 
moft  lowly.  As  foon  as  the  duke  perceived  him, 
he  ordered  a  valet  to  condud:  him  to  the  earl  of 
Savoy.  The  valet,  taking  his  hand,  faid,  '  Mafler, 
my  lord's  will  is,  that  you  go  to  the  earl  of  Savoy.* 
He  anfwered,  '  God's  will  be  done.'  When  ar- 
rived at  the  tent  of  the  earl,  the  valet  faid,  '  My 
lord,  here  is  the  dodor  whom  my  lord  fends  to 
you.'  The  earl  was  much  pleafed  on  feeing  him, 
and  faid,  *Doci:or,  do  you  aifure  us  for  a  certainty, 
that  you  will  gain  us  the  caftel  del  Ovo  at  fo  cheap 
a  rate  ?*  '  Yes,  by  my  troth,  my  lord,'  replied  the 
enchanter ;  '  for  by  a  hmilar  trick  I  got  it  for  him 
who  is  now  within  it,  namely  the  lord  Charles  de 
Durazzo,  from  the  queen  of  Naples,  her  daughter 
and  hufband  fir  Robert  d  Artois*  and  fir  Otho  de 
Brunfvvick.  I  am  the  man  in  the  world  of  whom 
the  lord  Charles  has  the  greatefl  dread.* 

*  By  my  faith,'  replied  the  earl,  '  you  fpeak 
well ;  but  I  wifh  the  lord  Charles  to  know,  that 
he  is  in  the  wrong  to  fear  you  fo  much,  for  I  will 
make  him  eafy  on  that  head  :  you  fhall  not  hence- 


*  Robert  d'Artois.  Denys  Sauvage,  in  his  24th  annotation, 
fays, — '  The  hiftory  of  Naples  often  fpeaks  of  this  RoberJ 
dArtois,  making  him  the  hufband  of  Mary,  daughter  to  Joan 
queen  of  Naples ;  but  no  mention  whatever  is  made  of  thefe 
enchantments.  They  feem  to  come  from  the  romances  of 
Morga'nte  and  Urganda  ;  fo  that  I  am  furprifed  Froiifart  could 
fuffer  himfelf  to  be  thus  deceived,  and  with  to  deceiv^e  pofterity.* 

forward 
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forward  perform  any  enchantment  to  deceive  him 
or  any  one  elfe.  I  will  not  have  it  reproached  to 
us  in  times  to  come,  that  fuch  knights  and  fquires 
and-vahant  men  at  arms  here  aflembled  fhould 
have  been  obliged  for.  our  fuccefs  to  magic,  nor 
do  we  deiire  to  conquer  our  enemies  by  fuch 
means.'  He  then  ordered  a  fervant  to  call  the 
headfman,  and  have  his  head  ftruck  crF.  The  earl's 
commands  were  inftantly  obeyed,  and  his  head 
was  cut  off  on  the  outfide  of  the  tent.  Such  was 
the  end  of  this  enchanter,  and  fuch  his  recompenfe. 
We  will  now  leave  the  duke  of  Anjou,  his 
army  and  his  marches,  and  return  to  the  affairs 
of  Portugal,  and  relate  how  the  Englifli  and 
Gafcons  profpered. 


CHAP.  IX. 

THE  CANON  BE  ROBERSAC  MAKES  ANOTHER  EXCUR- 
SION CONTRARY  TO  THE  WILL  OF  THE  KING  OP 
PORTUGAL,  AND  TAKES  SEVERAL  PLACES  Al^JOINING 
TO  SEVILLE. 

'T^HE  knights  in  garrifon  at  Befioufe,  and  who 
had  been  there  for  fo  confiderable  a  time, 
having  made  but  one  excurfion,  when  they  took 
the  caftle  of  Fighiere,  refolved,  about  the  middle 
of  April,  to  make  another  ;  for  they  were  very 
much  furprifed  at  the  conduct  of  the  king  of  Por- 
tugal and  earl  of  Cambridge,   who  had  let  them 
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remain  idle  the  nine  months  they  had  now  been  in 
Portugal,  without  having  formed  any  expedition 
but  the  one  for  which  they  had  been  blamed. 

They  determined  to  fend  to  and  remonllrate 
with  the  earl  of  Cambridge  on  this  fubjecl :  J  be- 
lieve the  envoy  was  the  fouldich  de  laTrane.  He 
came  to  Eftremoz,  where  the  earl  was  quartered, 
and  faid  to  him, — '  My  lord,  my  companions  fend, 
me  to  you,  to  know  what  you  would  wifli  them  to 
do  ;  for  they  much  wonder  why  they  have  beea 
brought  to  this  country,  to  remain  fo  long  in  in- 
dolence, which  difpleafes  them  much.  You  will 
let  me  know  what  you  would  have  them  do,  for 
they  are  very  defirous  of  making  an  excurfion.' 

'  Souldich,'  replied  the  earl,"  you  know,  that 
when  1  left  England,  my  lord  and  brother  tlie 
duke  of  Lancafter  promlfed  me,  on  his  faith,  that 
on  his  return  from  Scotland,  whither  he  was  then 
going,  he  would  join  us  with  men  at  arms,  to  the 
amount  of  three  thoufand,  and  as  many  archers. 
Upon  this  engagement,  I  came  merely  to  recon- 
noitre the  country.  In  a  Ihort  time  we  fhall  have 
intelligence  from  him  ;  for  it  is  ecmally  unpleafant 
to  me  to  have  remained  fo  long  in  this  country. 
You  will  therefore  falute  your  companions  in  my 
name,  and  tell  them  what  I  have  jufl  faid  to  you. 
I  cannot  wifh  to  prevent  them  from  making  an 
excurfion,  fmce  they  have  fuch  an  inclination  for 
it ;  but  you  know  the  king  of  Portugal  *gives  us 
our  pay,  and  therefore  we  ought  to  conform  to 
his  orders.' 

*  By  my  faith,  my  lord,'  anfwered  the  fouldich, 

'he 
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*  he  pays  badly,   and  our  companions  complaint 
much  of  it :  he  owes  us  now  fix  months  pay.' 

'  He  will  pay  you  well,'  replied  the  earl:  '  money 
never  comes  difagreeably.'  On  this,  the  fouldich 
left  the  earl,  and  returned  to  his  companions,  to 
whom  he  related  what  you  have  heard. 

'  Gentlemen,'  faid  the  canon,  '  i  will  not  defifl 
from  making  an  excurfion,  notwithftanding  what 
has  been  faid,  for  I  fee  clearly  they  wifli  to  put  off 
all  fuch  attempts.  They  do  not  defire  we  fhould 
commit  hoftilities,  that  we  may  not  have  caufe  to 
demand  our  pay  :  but  my  opinion  is,  that  we  take 
the  field.' 

They  felefted  thofe  who  fhould  form  this  expedi- 
tion, and  refolved  to  undertake  it  on  the  morrow, 
having  their  arms  quite  ready. 

The  lord  John  deFerrande,  one  of  the  knights  of 
the  king  of  Portugal,  who  had  learnt  they  were  defir- 
ous  of  performing  fome  enterprife,  came  to  them, 
slnd  brought  letters  to  the  canon  de  Roberfac.  He 
read  them,  and  found  that  the  king  of  Portugal 
forbid  him  to  quit  his  quarters ;  adding,  that  he 
"was  well  informed  it  was  through  his  means  all 
thefe  expeditions  were  thought  of. 

The  canon  was  much  enraged  at  this  order,  and 
faid  to  the  knight, — *  John,  I  fee  plainly  the  king 
will  not  permit  me  to  make  any  excurfion.  Now, 
fuppofe  I  remain  in  my  houfe,  do  you  think  that 
the  others,  who  are  better  knights  and  more  valiant 
than  I,  will  alfo  flay  at  home  and  give  up  their 
enterprife  ?  Oh  no,  by  my  troth,  as  you  will  fee 
to-morrow  5  for  they  are  determined  and  prepared 
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to  take  the  field.*  *  My  lord,'  replied  Ferrande, 
*  command  them,  In  the  king's  name,  not  to  do 
fo.*  '  By  my  faith,'  faid  the  canon,  '  I  will  do  no 
fuch  thing  :  do  you,  who  belong  to  the  king, 
order  them  yourfelf.' 

Things  remained  In  this  ftate  all  night.  In  the 
morning,  the  trumpets  founded,  w^hen  the  knights 
and  fquires,  being  armed  and  mounted,  came  before 
the  canon's  houfe,  who  had  not  put  on  his  armour. 
On  the  enghfli  and  gafcon  knights  drawing  up,  he 
came  to  the  window,  and  told  them  the  king  of 
Portugal  w^ould  not  allow  him,  nor  any  of  his  party, 
to  make  an  excurfion.  ^  By  my  faith,*  anfwered 
they,  '  we  will  have  a  ride,  fmce  we  are  fo  well 
inclined  to  it :  and  fo  fliall  you  too,  for  It  fliall 
never  b^e  reproached  you,  that  when  we  had  taken 
the  field,  you  ftaid  at  home.'  The  canon  was  then 
obliged  to  arm  himfelf,  and  mount  his  horfe.  The 
portuguefe  knight,  the  lord  Ferrande,  was  obliged 
to  do  the  fame  ;  fo  much  was  he  p^effed  by  the 
others,  but  it  occafioned  him  to  fi:and  in  the  ill 
graces  of  the  king,  and  he  v.-as  near  being  hanged. 

They  marched  out  of  Befioufe  to  the  amount  of 
about  four  hundred  fpears  and  as  many  archers  ; 
and,  taking  the  Seville  road  towards  a  caftle  and 
town  called  Ban*,  continued  their  march  until  they 
arrived,  and  furrounded  the  part  which  feemed 
mofl  eafy  to  be  taken.  They  difmounted,  formed 
themfelves  In  order  of  attack,  entered  the  ditches, 
which  were  dry,  and  began  the  affault  vigoroully. 

*  Ban.     Q. 

At 
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At  this  timej  there  were  no  men  at  arms  in  thff 
town  of  Ban.  The  inhabitants,  though  badly 
armed,  mounted  the  walls  and  defended  themfelves 
as  well  as  they  were  able  with  lances  and  javelins, 
but  this  could  not  lafl  long.  They  therefore  began 
to  treat  with  the  affailants,  and  at  length  furren- 
dered,  on  having  their  lives  and  fortunes  fpared, 
declaring  they  would  put  themfelves  under  the 
obedience  of  don  Fernando  king  of  Portugal. 

They  were  yvell  received  in  the  town,  which  they 
entered  to  refrelh  themfelves  ;  when  they  began  to 
examine  by  what  means  they  could  gain  the  caflle. 
They  faw  it  might  be  taken ;  and,  that  fame  evening, 
fome  of  the  army  began  to  ikirmifh.  On  the  mor- 
row, a  more  regular  attack  commenced. 

The  governor  of  the  caflle  was  a  gentleman  of 
the  country  called  Peter  Jagoufes,  but  he  was  not 
an  able  man  at  arms,  as  he  fhewed  ;  for  as  foon 
as  he  faw  himfelf  thus  attacked,  and  fo  many  men 
at  arms  advancing,  he  took  fright,  entered  into 
terms,  and  furrendered  the  caflle  on  his  and  the 
garrifon's  lives  being  fpared.  They  llrengthened 
it  with  good  men  at  arms  and  archers,  and  then 
departed  towards  another  caflle,  feven  leagues 
diflant,  called  la  Courtiffe*.  On  their  arrival,  they 
inflantly  began  the  attack  very  fharply  ;  but  thofe 
within  defended  themfelves  to  the  utmofl  of  their 
power,  and  difdained  to  furrender.  At  the  firfl 
attack,  which  was  fevere,  the  governor  of  the  caflle, 
called  Radulph,  was  flain.     He  was  an  expert  and 

*  Couitiire.     Q, 
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valiant  Jman  at  arms,  but,  having  adventured  hun» 
felf  too  rafhly  on  the  bulwarks,  was  killed  by  an 
arrow.  On  his  death  the  others  loft  courage  : 
the  caflle  was  taken,  and  the  greater  part  of  the 
garrifon  put  to  the  fword.  Thus  did  the  canon  and 
his  companions  gain  the  caflle  of  la  CourtifTe. 
They  flrengthened  it  with  a  new  garrifon ;  and, 
having  well  fupplied  it  with  every  thing,  they 
marched  towards  the  city  of  Seville  the  grand. 


CHAP.  X. 

The  canon  and  his  companions  gain  much  booty 

from   the    king   of    castille. they   mutiny 

agalvst  the  king  of  portugal,  who  orders 
their   pay   to   be    instantly   delivered    to 

THEM. 

'T'HESE  englifh  and  gafcon  men  at  arms  con° 
tinned  marching  until  they  came  to  Jaffre,  ten 
leagues  from  Seville.  It  is  a  badly  inclofed  town  ; 
but  there  is  a  very  flrong  monaftery,  which  thofe 
of  the  town  and  country  had  fortified,  and  they 
had  retreated  thither  trufting  to  its  ftrength. 

On  their  arrival,  the  town  of  Jaffre  was  imme- 
diately taken  and  burnt.  They  foon  attacked  the 
monaftery;  but  it  was  an  hour  before  it  was  taken, 
when  thofe  who  firft  entered  it  gained  great  pillage : 
many  were  there  flain.  Having  received  intelli- 
gence that  there  were  in  fome  marihy  grounds,  in' 

Vol.  VL  E  an 


60 

»n  adjoining  valley,  upwards  of  twenty  thoufsmtl 
head  of  cattle,  pigs,  cows  and  flieep,  they  pufhed 
forward  ;  and,  having  entered  the  marfh,  ordered 
their  infantry  to  drive  out  the  cattle.  They  then 
refolved  to  return  to  their  quarters  in  Befioufe,  and 
fet  out  accordingly.  They  arrived  there  on  the 
evening  of  the  enfuing  day  with  all  their  booty ; 
Dy  which  they  had  provifions  in  abundance,  and 
for  a  long  time. 

Thus  ended  this  expedition.  When  the  lord 
Ferrande  returned  to  Lifbon  to  the  king,  and  re- 
ported to  him  what  they  had  done  againft  their 
enemies,  and  the  great  booty  they  had  made,  he 
imagined  the  king  would  have  been  well  pleafed  j 
but  no,  for  he  faid  to  him, — '  How,  thou  ftinking 
rafcal,  hafl  thou  dared,  after  the  pofidve  denial  I 
fcnt  them,  to  confent  to  their  making  an  excurfion, 
and  to  accompany  them  thyfelf  ?  By  St.  Jacob,  I 
will  have  thee  hanged/  The  knight,  on  this, 
call  himfelf  on  his  knees,  and  faid, — 'My  lord, 
their  captain  acquitted  himfelf  dutifully  and  loyally  5 
but  the  others  by  force  made  him  go  with  thein, 
as  well  as  myfelf,  to  flietv  them  the  country.  When 
the  expedition  has  fo  well  fucceeded,  you  ought  to 
pardon  it.* 

Notwithflanding  this  fpeech,  the  king  ordered 
him  to  prifon,  where  he  remained  until  the  earl  of 
Cambridge  delivered  him  when  he  came  to  Lilhon 
on  the  bufmefs  of  which  you  fiiall  hear. 

After  the  Englifli  and  Gafcons  were  returned  to 
the  town  of  Befioufe,  and  had  remained  there  fome 
time,  they  refolved  to  fend  to  the  king  of  Por- 
tugal 


tugal  to  demand  their  pay.  They  chofe  uiianl- 
moufly  the  lord  Talbot,  a  baron  from  Wales,  as 
their  ambaflador.  When  the  lord  Talbot  was 
come  to  Lilbon,  and  had  remonflrated  with  the 
king  on  the  fubjeft  of  his  miflion,  the  king  only 
made  for  anfwer,  '  that  they  had  twice  made  excur*' 
fions  contrary  to  his  orders,  which  had  much  dif- 
pleafed  him,  and  had  been  the  caufe  of  the  delay 
in  their  payment.'  As  he  could  not  obtain  any 
other  anfwer,  lord  Talbot  returned  to  his  compa- 
nions, and  related  what  the  king  had  faid,  which 
Jnuch  angered  them. 

This  fame  week,  the  earl  of  Cambridge  quitted 
Eftremoz  and  came  to  Befioufe,  where  he  took  up 
his  lodgings,  in  a  monaftery  of  monks  on  the  out- 
fide  of  the  town.  The  knights  in  garrifon  were 
rejoiced  on  hearing  this ;  for  there  were  among 
them  fome  who  were  unable  to  wait  fo  long  for 
their  pay  from  the  king,  and  faid  among  them- 
felves, — 'We  are  marvelloully  well  taken  care  of; 
we  have  been  in  this  country  almoft  a  year,  and 
have  never  received  any  money.  It  is  impoffible 
but  our  commander  mufl  have  had  fome,  for  he 
would  never  have  borne  it  for  fo  great  a  length  of 
time.' 

Thefe  murmurings  incrcafed  fo  much  that  they 
declared  they  would  not  longer  fuffer  fuch  treat- 
ment, and  fixed  a  day  to  debate  the  matter  amono- 
themfelves.  The  place  of  conference  was  ap- 
pointed in  a  handfome  church  fituated  without  the 
town  of  Befioufe,  and  oppofite  to  the  Cordeliers, 
whqre  the  earl  of  Cambridge  had  his  refidence. 
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The  canon  of  Roberfac  promifed  to  attend:  in-- 
deed,  it  was  well  he  did,  for  otherwife  it  would : 
have  turned  out  badly. 

About  eight  o'clock,  they  were  all  affembledy 
except  the  canon,  fuch  as  fir  William  Beauchamp, 
fir  Matthew  Gournay  his  uncle,  the  lord  Talbot,  fir 
William  Hermon*  ;  and,  of  Gafcons,  the  fouldich 
de  la  Trane,  the  lord  de  la  Barde,  the  lord  de 
Chateauneuf  and  feveral  more,  who  began  to  fpeak . 
and  make  their  complaints  known  to  each  other. 
There  was  among  them  a  knight,  baftard  brother  to 
the  king  of  England,  called  fir  John  Sounder,  who  : 
was  louder  than  all  the  reft,  and  faid, — '  The  earl  of 
Cambridge  has  brought  us  hither :  every  day  w^e 
venture  our  lives,  and  are  willing  fo  to  do,  for  his 
fervice,  and  yet  he  keeps  our  pay,  1  therefore 
advife,  that  we  form  a  drift  union  among  ourfelves, 
and  unanimoufly  agree  to  difpiay  the  pennon  of  St. 
George,  declaring  ourfelves  friends  to  God,  and 
enemies  to  all  the  world  ;  for,  if  we  do  not  make 
ourfelves  feared,  we  fliall  not  have  any  thing.' 
'  By  my  faith,'  replied  fir  William  llelmon,  *•  yoa 
fay  well,  and  we  will  do  it.'  All  agreed  to  the 
propofal,  and  confidered  whom  they  Ihould  choofe 
for  the  leader :  they  thought  they  could  not  have 
a  better  than  Sounder,  for  he  would  have  more 
leifure  to  do  mifchicf,  and  had  greater  courage  for 
it,  than-the  others. 

They  hoifled  the  pennon  of  St.  George,  and 
cried  out, — 'A  Sounder,  a  Sounder  that  valiant 

■'■  Hermon.  Q.     Froiiikrt  calls  him  afterwards  Helmoii. 
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badard  !  Friends  to  God,  and  enemies  to  all  man- 
kind.' They  were  then  well  inclined  to  attack  the 
town  of  Befioufe,  and  declare  war  agninft  the  king 
of  Portugal. 

Sir  Matthew  Gournay  and  fir  William  Beauchamp 
had  long  argued  againfl  attacking  Befioufe,  but 
had  been  little  attended  to.  At  the  moment  they 
had  difplayed  the  pennon  of  St.  George,  and  were 
quitting  the  church,  the  canon  arrived,  and,  pufli- 
ing  through  the  crowd,  got  up  to  the  head  altar, 
when  he  cried  aloud, — '  My  fair  firs,  what  are  you 
going  to  do  ?  Be  orderly  and  temperate,  I  conjure 
you  ;  for  1  fee  you  are  much  diflurbed.* 

Sir  John  Sounder  and  fir  William  Helmon  then 
advanced  to  him,  and  related  what  they  had  done 
and  v^^hat  were  their  intentions.  The  canon,  by 
fair  language,  reftrained  them  :  '  Confider,  gen- 
tlemen, what  you  are  about :  that  which  you  in- 
tend is  folly  and  madnefs.  We  cannot  deflroy 
ourfelves  more  effectually.  If  we  make  war  on 
this  country,  our  enemies  will  hear  of  it,  and  will 
gain  courage  when  they  fee  we  cannot  oppofe 
them.  We  fliall  thus  ruin  ourfelves  two  ways  ; 
for  our  enemies  will  be  rejoiced  and  affured  of 
what  at  prefent  they  may  only  fufpecl,  and  we 
iliall  forfeit  our  loyalty  to  the  earl  of  Cambridge.' 

'  And  what  would  you  have  us  do,  canon  ?'  faid 
Sounder :  '  we  have  expended  much  more  than 
our.  pay,  and  fince  our  arrival  in  Portugal  we  have 
not  had  any  loan  or  any  payment  whatever.  If 
you  have  been  paid,  we  have  not,  and  your  com- 
plaints will  be  vain,' 
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*  By  my  faith,  Sounder,'  replied  the  canon,  *  I 
have  not  received  more  than  you  have,  nor  will  I 
receive  any  thing  without  your  knowledge.' 

Some  of  the  knights  prefent  anfwered, — '  We 
firmly  beheve  you  ;  but  all  things  mufl  have  an 
end.  Shew  us  how  we  may  get  clear  of  this  bufi- 
nefs  with  honour,  and  that  as  fpeedily  as  may  be ; 
for  if  we  be  not  well  paid,  and  in  a  fliort  time, 
matters  will  go  ill.* 

The  canon  de  Roberfac  then  replied, — 'Fair 
firs,  I  would  advife  firfl  of  all,  in  the  fituation  we 
are  in,  that  we  wait  on  the  earl  of  Cambridge,  and 
remonftrate  with  him  on  thefe  matters  of  which  he 
ought  to  be  informed.'  '  And  who  is  there  among 
us,'  faid  fome  one,  '  who  vdil  remonftrate  with 
him  ?'  *  I  will,'  replied  Sounder  ;  '  but  you  mufl 
all  avow  what  I  fliall  fay.*  The  whole  company 
promifed  to  do  fo.  They  then  departed  with 
the  pennon  of  St.  George,  which  they  had  that 
day  difplayed,  carried  before  them,  and  came  to 
the  Cordeliers,  where  the  earl  of  Cambridge  was 
lodged. 

Jufl  as  he  was  going  to  dinner,  thefe  companions, 
to  the  amount  of  about  feven  hundred,  entered  the 
court,  and  demanded  the  earl,  who,  having  quitted 
his  chamber,  came  into  the  hall  to  fpeak  with  them. 
The  knights  had  advanced  with  Sounder  at  their 
head,  and  remonflrated  in  an  agreeable  manner 
and  fpeech,  faying, — '  My  lord,  it  was  you  who 
affembled  us  in  England  ;  and  we  came  hither  ac- 
cording to  your  entreaties,  as  well  as  the  others 
vho  are  now  without :  we  have  left  our  country 
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to  oblige  you.  You  are  therefore  our  chief,  and 
we  mufl  look  to  you  for  our  pay,  of  which  hitherto 
we  have  not  received  any  thing ;  for,  as  to  the 
king  of  Portugal,  we  fliould  never  have  come  to 
his  country,  nor  entered  his  fervice,  if  you  had  not 
been  our  pay-mafter.  Flov/ever,  if  you  fay  that 
the  war  concerns  only  the  king  of  Portugal,  and 
that  you  are  not  interefted  in  it,  we  will  foon  pay 
ourfelves  our  fubfidy,  for  we  will  overrun  the 
country,  let  the  confequences  be  what  they  may.' 

'  Sounder, '  replied  the  earl,  '  i  do  not  fay  that 
"you  ought  not  to  be  paid  ;  but,  that  if  you  over- 
run this  country,  you  will  throw  great  blame  on 
me,  as  well  as  on  the  king  of  England,  who  is  fo 
/Iricbly  allied  to  the  king  of  Portugal.' 

*  And  what  would  you  have  us  do?'  afked  Sounder. 
*  I  will,'  repHed  the  earl,  '  that  you  choofe  three 
of  our  knights,  an  Englilhman,  a  Gafcon  and  a 
German,  and  that  thefe  three  fet  out  for  Lilbon,  to 
explain  to  the  king  this  bufmefs,  and  the  length  of 
time  he  has  delayed  payment  to  our  companions. 
When  you  fhall  thus  have  fummoned  him,  you 
will  have  a  better  right  to  follow  your  own  inclina- 
tions.' '  By  my  faith,'  faid  the  canon  de  Roberfac, 
^  my  lord  of  Cambridge  fays  well,  and  fpeaks 
wifely  and  boldly.'  They  all  agreed  to  this  lafl 
propofal ;  but,  notwithftanding,  they  would  not 
take  down  the  pennon  of  St.  George,  faying  that 
fmce  they  had  unanimoufly  raifed  it  in  Portugal, 
they  would  not  lower  it  as  long  as  they  fhould  re- 
snain  there. 

They  then  felecled  thofe  who  were  to  wait  on 
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the  king  of  Portugal :  fir  William  Helmon  was 
chofen  by  the  Englifli,  fir  Thomas  Simon  by  tha 
Germans,  the  lord  de  Chateauneuf  by  the  Gafcons. 
Thefe  three  knights  fet  out,  and  continued  their 
journey  until  they  came  to  Lifbon,  where  they 
found  the  king,  who  received  them  handfomely, 
afked  from  them  the  news,  and  what  their  com- 
panions  were  doing  ? 

'My  lord/  they  replied,  *  they  are  all  in  very 
good  health,  and  would  willingly  make  fome  ex- 
curfions,  and  em.ploy  this  feafon  otherwife  than 
they  do  ;  for  long  idlenefs  is  not  agreeable  to 
them.'  *  Well,*  faid  the  king,  'they  Ihall  very 
flrortly  make  an  excurfion,  and  1  will  accompany 
them,  and  you  will  let  them  know  this  from  me.' 

*  My  lord,'  anfwered  fir  William,  '  we  are  fent 
hither  by  their  orders,  to  tell  you,  that  fmce  their 
arrival  in  this  country,  they  have  neither  had  loan 
nor  paym.ent  from  you,  and  that  they  are  not 
fatisfied  ;  for  whoever  wilhes  to  obtain  the  love 
and  fervice  of  men  at  arms  mufl  pay  them  better 
than  you  have  hitherto  done,  the  neglect  of  which 
they  have  for  fome  time  taken  to  heart ;  for  they 
know  not  on  whom  they  depend,  and  have  thrown 
the  blame  on  our  captains,  fo  that  the  affair  was  on 
the  point  of  taking  a  very  difagreeable  turn.  Our 
chiefs  excufed  themfelves,  as  it  v/as  known  they 
had  not  received  any  thing.  Now,  know  for  ^ 
truth,  they  will  be  paid  their  full  pay,  if  you  wifh 
their  fervices  ;  and  if  you  will  not  pay  them,  they 
affiu-e  you  by  us,  that  they  will  pay  themfelve? 
hom  your  countryo     Therefor^  conader  well  this 
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bufinefs,  and  give  us  fuch  an  -anfwer  as  we  may 
carry  back  j  for  they  are  only  waiting  our  return/ 

The  king  mufed  a  little,  and  then  faid  ;  '  Sir 
William,  it  is  but  jufl  they  fhould  be  paid  :  but 
they  have  much  vexed  me,  by  difobcying  my  orders, 
in  making  tv^^o  excurfions,  which  if  they  had  not 
done,  they  fhould  long  ago  have  been  fully  fatisfied 
in  every  refpe£t.  * 

*  Sire,'  replied  fir  William,  '  if  they  have  made 
any  excurfions,  they  have  turned  out  to  your  ad- 
vantage :  they  have  taken  towns,  caftles,  and  over- 
run the  territories  of  your  enemy,  even  as  far  as 
Seville :  all  this  has  been  gallantly  performed. 
They  ought  not  to  lofe  this  feafon,  which,  indeed, 
they  are  determined  not  to  do  ;  for  they  declare, 
on  our  return,  they  will  pay  themfelves,  unlefs  they 
ihall  receive  by  us  a  more  gracious  anfwer,  than 
as  yet  they  have  obtained  from  you.' 

'  Well,'  faid  the  king,  '  inform  them,  that  within 
fifteen  days  at  the  lateft,  I  will  give  orders  for  their 
pay  to  be  delivered  to  them,  to  the  utmofl  farthing  ; 
but  tell  the  earl  of  Cambridge  that  I  wifh  to  fpeak 
with  him.'  *  Sire,'  replied  fir  William,  '  I  will  do 
£o,  and  you  fay  well.' 

As  he  finiflied  these  words,  dinner  was  ferved, 
when  they  dined  toirether,  and  the  king  luade  the 
three  fit  at  his  table,  and  feafled  them  much.  Thus 
paifed  the  day,  and  on  the  morrow  they  returned 
to  their  friends.  As  foon  as  their  arrival  was 
known,  the  knights  crowded  about  them,  to  learn 
what  they  had  done  ;  they  related  to  tbem  the 
anfwer,  and  the  king's  promife,  with  which  they 
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were  all  well  fatisfieJ.  '  Now  fee,'  faid  Soundci', 
'  if  riot  be  not  fometimes  of  ufe  :  we  have  advanced 
the  delivery  of  our  pay,  by  having  been  a  little 
riotous :  he  fares  well  who  is  feared.' 

The  three  knights  waited  on  the  earl  of  Cam- 
bridge, and  reported  to  him  what  they  had  done, 
and  that  the  king  wanted  to  fpeak  with  him.  He 
fet  out  from  the  town  in  the  morning,  and  rode  to 
Lifbon,  where  he  was  joyfully  received  by  his  fon 
and  daughter-in-law. 

The  king  had  a  long  conference  with  him,  whea 
they  determined  on  certain  expeditions.  The  king, 
in  confequence,  iffued  his  fummons  throughout  the 
realm,  for  every  one  to  be  prepared  for  the  field  by 
the  feventh  of  June,  and  to  afTembie  between  the 
towns  of  Badajos  and  Clemence. 

This  fummons  was  publiflied  throughout  the 
kingdom  of  Portugal,  when  all  defcriptions  of  men 
armed  and  prepared  themfelves  in  the  bed  manner 
they  were  able,  to  be  at  the  rendezvous  on  foot, 
"by  the  appointed  day. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  earl  of  Cambridge  at  Lilbon, 
don  Fcrrande  obtained  his  liberty,  with  whom  the 
king  had  been  much  angered,  on  account  of  thofe 
before  mentioned  excurfions.  The  earl  took  his 
leave,  returned  to  his  companions  in  high  fpirits, 
and  ordered  them  to  be  in  readinefs  by  the  day 
which  had  been  fixed  on.  Soon  after  money  ar- 
rived for  the  pay  of  the  troops,  the  captains  firfl, 
fo  that  every  one  was  contented  ;  but  the  pennon 
of  St.  George  was  dill  difplajed. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XL 

THE  KINGS    OF    CASTILLE    AND    PORTUGAL    ASSEMBLE 

THEIR    FORCES. PEACE    MADE    BETWEEN     THEM, 

AGAINST  THE  WILL  OF  THE  ENGLISH. 

^ON  Johfi  of  Caflille  was  not  idle  In  collecting 
numbers  of  men  at  arms.  Two  thoufand 
fpears,  knights  and  fquires,  and  four  thoufand 
infantry,  had  come  to  him  from  France  :  he  had, 
befidcs,  in  his  own  country,  ten  thoufand  horfe, 
and  as  many  foot.  As  he  refided  at  Seville,  he 
was  not  ignorant  of  the  fummons  which  the  king 
of  Portugal  had  iflued  :  he  therefore,  finding  him- 
felf  the  ftrongeft,  thought  he  lliould  ad  more 
honourably  in  this  war,  if  he  fent  to  the  king  of 
Portugal,  to  afk  him  to  fix  on  any  fpot  In  his 
dominions,  where  the  two  armies  could  meet,  and 
fight  it  out ;  and  that.  If  he  would  not,  he  would 
oifer  a  place  in  Spain  for  the  combat. 

He  therefore  fent  a  herald  with  this  melTage,  who 
rode  on  until  he  came  to  Lifbon,  where  he  de- 
livered it  to  the  king,  word  for  word.  The  king 
replied  to  the  herald,  that  he  would  maturely  con- 
fider  the  option  given  to  him,  and  would  fend  to 
jthe  king  of  Spain  his  final  anfwer.  The  herald, 
having  executed  his  commiflion,  took  leave  of  the 
iking,  and  returned  to  Seville. 

He  found  there  the  king  and  his  barons,  as  well 
^s  thofe  who  had  come  from  France,  Arragon  and 
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Gallcia,  to  whom  he  reported  all  lie  had  heard  or 
ieen. 

No  long  time  paffed  before  the  king  of  Portugal 
was  advifed  by  the  councils  of  the  Enghfh  to  offer 
a  place  in  his  own  country,  for  the  two  armies  to 
combat.  Sir  Thomas  Simon  and  the  fouldich  de 
la  Trane,  were  ordered  on  the  part  of  the  king  to 
feek  for  a  proper  fituation  :  they  chofe  a  fpot 
between  Elvas  and  Badajos,  where  there  was  room 
fufficient  for  the  battle.  As  they  were  going  to 
execute  this  order,  the  two  knights  and  their 
men  Ikirmiflied  with  fome  advanced  forces  of  the 
king  of  Caflille :  the  engagement  was  fevere,  and 
feveral  were  flain  and  wounded  on  both  fides, 
Hiey,  however,  returned  to  the  king  of  Portugal, 
and  related  where  they  had  chofen  a  fit  fituation, 
and  alfo  the  name  of  the  place. 

A  german  knight,  called  fir  John  Couftedor, 
w^as  ordered  to  carry  this  intimation,  attended  by 
a  herald,  to  the  king  of  Spain.  The  knight  fet 
out,  and  rode  to  Seville,  where  he  found  the  king, 
and  related  what  the  king  of  Portugal  had  inftrufted 
him  to  fay,  that  he  accepted  his  offer  of  combat, 
and  had  fixed  on  a  place  for  the  field  of  battle,  be- 
tween  Elvas  and  Badajos ;  and  that  within  five 
days  after  his  return  from  Seville,  he  would  there 
find  the  king  of  Portugal  with  his  whole  army, 
who  defired  nothing  better  than  to  give  him  battle. 
The  Spaniards  were  much  pleafed  with  this 
news,  as  were  alfo  the  French.  Sir  Triflan  de 
Roye,  fir  John  de  Vernettes,  fir  Peter  de  Villames, 
and   others,  taking  with  them  the  knight  from 
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Portugal,  entertained  him  magnificently  for  ons 
whole  day  in  Seville,  and  fhewed  him  as  much 
refpecl  as  pofTible.  They  efcorted  him  as  far  as 
Jaftres,  when  they  returned  ;  and  the  knight  con- 
tinued his  journey  to  the  king  of  Portugal  and  his 
knights,  and  told  them  how  he  had  delivered  his 
meflage,  and  the  anfwer  he  had  received,  which 
gave  them  great  fatisfadion. 

It  was  not  long  before  the  king  of  Portugal 
came  and  encamped  where  his  army  was,  between 
Elvas  and  Badajos.  It  was  a  handfome  plain^ 
below  fome  oHve  trees ;  and  he  had  brought 
thither  the  greater  part  of  his  fubjects  from  whom 
he  could  expeft  afhilance  ;  they  might  amount  to 
about  fifteen  thouiand  men. 

On  the  fourth  day  afterwards,  the  earl  of  Cam- 
bridge arrived  with  the  Englifh,  in  handfome 
array  :  they  were  about  fix  hundred  men  at  arms 
and  as  many  archers :  they  encamped  themfelves 
together,  feparate  from  the  king's  army. 

When  the  king  of  Spain  heard  that  the  king  of 
Portugal  was  encamped  on  the  field  where  the 
battle  was  to  be  fought,  he  feemed  delighted,  and 
faid, — '  Come,  let  us  make  hafle  :  our  enemies  are 
waiting  :  it  is  time  for  us  to  fet  out.  We  have 
offered  them  battle,  which  they  have  accepted 
and  are  ready  by  the  day  appointed,  fo  that  an 
engagement  mud  enfue :  let  us  therefore  march 
thither.* 

The  men  at  arms  were  then  ordered  to  advance 
with  their  men,  for  the  king  was  fetting  out.  AH 
the  knights,  fquires  and  men  at  arms,  in  confe- 
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qnence,  broke  up  their  quarters,  both  Spaniards 
and  French,  and  followed  the  banners  of  don  John 
of  Caflille,  who  encamped  two  Ihort  leagues  from 
Badajos,  in  the  plains  of  Elvas. 

The  king  of  Spain  had  in  his  army  upwards 
of  thirty  thoufand  fighting  men,  including  thofe 
mounted  on  genets  :  they  were  in  the  whole  fixty 
thoufand.  In  this  fituation,  the  two  armies  re- 
mained oppofite  to  each  other.  There  was  only 
between  them  the  mountain  of  Badajos,  which  is 
a  large  town  belonging  to  the  king  of  Spain,  and 
xii'here  his  men  went  whenever  they  were  in  want 
of  provifion.  The  city  of  Elvas  was  on  the  oppo- 
fite fide,  and  belonged  to  the  king  of  Portugal. 

On  the  plain  there  were  daily  fklrmillies  ;  for 
the  young  bachelors  who  were  defirous  to  advance 
themfelves  went  thither,  when  fome  gallant  feats 
were  continually  performed :  they  then  returjied 
to  their  quarters.  Things  remained  in  this  jflate 
for  upwards  of  fifteen  days ;  and  it  was  not  any 
fault  in  the  king  of  Spain  that  the  combat  did  not 
take  place,  for  it  depended  folely  on  the  king  of 
Portugal,  who,  not  being  in  fufficient  force  to  meet 
the  Spaniards,  was  afraid  of  the  event.  He  well 
knew,  that  if  he  were  defeated,  his  kingdom  would 
be  loft,  and  that  whole  feafon  he  had  been  expeding 
the  duke  of  Lancafter,  with  the  great  aid  he  was 
to  bring  him  from  England  of  four  thoufand  men 
at  arms  and  the  fame  number  of  Archers. 

The  earl  of  Cambridge  had  alfured  the  king  of 
Portugal,  that  he  might  depend  on  this,  and 
thought  nothing  could  prevent  it  j  for  the  duke 
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had  fworn  to  him  by  his  faith,  that  on  his  return^ 
he  would  think  of  nothing  elfe,  and  would  inftantly 
come  to  Portugal  with  fuch  an  army  as  fhould 
enable  him  to  engage  with  the  king  of  Caftille. 

True  it  is,  that  the  duke  of  Lancafler  did  every- 
thing in  his  power  to  prevail  on  the  king  and  his 
council  to  liften  to  this  bufmefs  ;  but  on  account 
of  the  internal  troubles  which  had  happened  this. 
year,  and  fome  events  which  had  jufl  fallen  out  in 
Flanders,  the  king  and  his  council  would  not  con- 
fent  to  this  expedition  to  Portugal,  fo  that  all  the 
men  at  arms  were  detained  in  England. 

When  the  king  of  Portugal  heard  this,  and 
found  that  he  mufi:  not  exped  any  fuccours  from 
England,  he  began  to  open  a  treaty :  the  grand 
mafter  of  Calatrava,  don  Pedro  de  Modefque,  the 
biihop  of  Burgos  and  the  bifliop  of  Lifbon,  entered 
into  negotiations  for  peace  between  Portugal  and 
Spain.  Thefe  were  carried  on  fo  fuccefsfuUy, 
that  peace  was  made,  without  any  notice  being 
taken  of  the  Englifh.  The  earl  of  Cambridge  was 
very  melancholy  on  learning  this  news,  and  would 
.  willingly  have  made  war  on  the  king  of  Portugal, 
if  he  had  been  flrong  enough  in  the  country  ;  but 
he  was  not :  he  was  therefore  obliged  to  endure 
this  peace  whether  he  would  or  not. 

The  Englifh  complained  that  the  king  of  Por- 
tugal had  behaved  ill  to  them,  from  the  beginning 
to  the  end,  and  that  he  had  always  diffembled  with 
the  Spaniards,  for  he  had  never  had  any  inclination 
to  fight  with  them.     The  king  excufed  himfelf, 
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by  throwing  all  the  blame  on  the  duke  of  Lan- 
cafter,  and  the  Englifh,  for  not  coming  according 
to  their  promifes,  and  aflured  them  that  at  that 
moment  he  could  not  ad  otherwife. 


CHAP.  XII. 

A  JUSTBET%VEEN  A  FRENCH  KNIGHT  AND  AN  ENGLISH 

SQUIRE, THE  EARL    OF    CAMBRIDGE    LEADS    BACK 

HIS  ARMY  TO  ENGLAND,  WITH  HIS  SON,  WHOSE 
BETROTHED  WIFE,  THE  INFANTA  OF  PORTUGAL,  IS 
AFTERWARDS  MARRIED  TO  THE  KING  OF  CASTILLE. 

TN  the  army  of  the  king  of  Caflille  was  a  young 
knight,  from  France,  called  fir  Triftan  de  Rove, 
who  was  defirous  of  difplaying  his  courage.  When 
he  faw,  that  as  peace  was  concluded,  there  would 
not  be  any  engagement,  he  determined  not  to  quit 
Spain,  without  doing  fomething  to  be  talked  of, 
He  fent  a  herald  to  the  englifli  army,  requefting, 
that  fmce  peace  had  put  an  end  to  the  combat,  fome 
one  would  have  the  kindnefs  to  tilt  with  him  three 
courfes  with  the  lance  before  the  city  of  Badajos. 
When  this  requefl  was  brought  to  the  army,  they 
confulted  together,  and  faid  it  ought  not  to  be 
refufed. 

A  young  englifli  fquire  then  ftepped  forth,  called 
Miles  Windfor,  who  wiflied  honourably  to  be 
created  a  knight,  and  faid  to  the  herald  j  '  Friend, 
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Vetum  to  thy  maders,  and  tell  fir  Trlflan  de  Roye, 
that  to-morrow  he  fhall  be  delivered  from  his  vow, 
by  Miles  Windfor,  before  the  city  of  Badajos,  ac- 
cording to  his  requcfl.* 

The  herald  returned,  and  i-elated  the  anfwer  to 
his  mafters,  and  to  fir  Triitan  de  Roye,  who  was 
highly  pleafed.  On  the  morrow  morning,  Mile's 
Windfor  left  the  army  of  the  earl  of  Cambridge, 
and  went  towards  Badajos,  which  was  hard  by,  as 
there  was  only  the  mountain  to  crofs,  well  accom- 
panied by  his  friends;  fuch  as  fir  Matthev/  Gournay, 
fir  William  Beauchamp,  fir  Thomas  Simon,  the 
fouldich  de  la  Trane,  the  lord  de  Chateauneuf,  the 
lord  de  la  Barde,  and  feveral  more:  there  were 
upwards  of  one  hundred  knights  on  the  fpot, 
where  the  tournament  was  to  be  performed.  Sir 
Triilan  de  Roye  was  already  there,  accompanied 
by  French  and  Bretons. 

Miles  was  created  a  knight  by  the  fouldich  de  la 
Trane,  as  being  the  moil  accompliHied  knight 
there,  and  the  perfon  who  had  been  in  the  greateil 
number  of  brilHant  adions.  When  the  combatants 
were  completely  armed,  with  lances  in  their  refts, 
and  mounted,  they  fpurred  their  horfes,  and,  lo veer- 
ing their  fpears,  met  each  other  with  fuch  force 
that  their  lances  were  twice  broken  againft  their 
breaft-plates,  but  no  other  hurt  enfued.  They  then 
took  their  third  lance,  and  the  fhock  was  fo  great 
that  the  heads  of  Bourdeaux  fleel  pierced  their 
ihields,  and  through  all  their  other  armour  even  to 
the  fkin,  but  did  not  wound  them  :  the  fpears  were 
flattered,  and  the  broken  pieces  flew  over  their 
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helmets.  This  combat  was  much  pnifed  by  aM 
the  knights  of  each  fide  who  were  prefent.  They 
then  took  leave  of  each  other  with  much  refpecl, 
and  returned  to  their  different  quarters,  for  no 
other  deeds  of  arms  were  performed. 

Peace  being  now  reftored,  both  Spaniards  and 
Portuguefe  returned  to  their  own  homes.  In  fuch 
manner  was  this  great  affembly  of  Spaniards, 
Enghlh  and  Portuguefe  broken  up. 

At  this  time,  news  was  brought  to  the  army  of 
the'  king  of  Spain,  that  the  king  of  Granada  had 
declared  war  againfl  the  kings  of  Barbary  and 
Treme^en,  and  that  all  men  at  arms  who  might 
wifh  to  go  thither  would  be  received  into  pay. 
The  king  of  Granada  had  fent  paiTporJs,  and  or- 
dered his  melTengers  to  fay,  that  to  thofe  who  ar- 
rived in  Granada,  he  would  advance  a  quarter's 
pay. 

Several  french  knights  who  ivifhed  to  advance 
themfelves,  as  fir  Triflan  de  lioye,  fir  Geoffry  de 
Chargny,  fir  Peter  de  Clermont,  took  leave  of  don 
John  of  Caftille,  and  went  to  thofe  parts  in  fearch 
of  deeds  of  arms.  Some  Englifli  went  thither 
alfo,  but  they  were  few  in  number  ;  for  .the  earl 
of  Cambridge  conduded  them  to  England,  carrying 
his  fon  with  hijn.  He  fhewed  how  much  diifa- 
tisfied  he  was  with  the  king  by  not  leaving  this  fon 
behind,  who  had  been  betrothed  to  the  infanta  of 
Portugal. 

The  earl  faid  the  air  of  Portugal  did  not  agree 
with  his  fon's  health  j  and,  in  fpite  of  every  thing 
the  king  could  urge,  he  would  not  permit  him 
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to  ilay,  adding,  that  he  was  too  young  to  remaia 
in  Portugal,  from  which  the  following  confe- 
quences  enfued: 

About  a  year  after  the  conclufion  of  this  peace, 
when  the  Englifli  were  returned  home  with  the 
earl  of  Cambridge,  the  queen  of  don  John  of 
Caftille  died :  fhe  was  daughter  to  the  king  of 
Arragon.  The  king  being  thus  a  widower,  it  was 
confidered  by  the  barons  and  prelates  of  Spain  and 
Portugal,  that  the  propereft  alliance  which  could 
be  made  with  the  lady  Beatrice  of  Portugal  was 
the  king  of  Spain,  who  could  not  more  nobly 
connect  himfelf  than  with  the  infanta.  In  order 
to  confirm  the  peace  between  the  two  kingdoms, 
the  king  of  Portugal  confented,  and  broke  off 
the  match  with  the  fon  of  the  earl  of  Cambridge, 
by  a  difpenfation  from  the  pope,  who  confirmed 
this  new  alliance.  Thus  became  the  infanta  of 
Portugal  queen  of  Spain,  Galliciaand  Caflille  ;  and 
ihe  brought  the  king  a  fon  the  firft  year  of  her 
marriage,  to  his  great  joy. 

The  king  of  Portugal  died  foon  after  this  event ; 
but  the  Portuguefe  were  unwilling  to  fubmit  them- 
felves  to  the  dominion  of  the  Spaniards,  and  gave 
the  crown  to  a  baflard  brother  of  the  king,  who 
was  grand  mafler  of  the  order  of  Avis  *,  and 
called  the  baftard  of  Portugal.  He  was  a  valiant 
man,  had  always  borne  arms,  and  much  beloved 


*  Avis,  FroifTart  calls  him  mafter  Denys.  For  particulars 
of  the  order  of  the  Bird,  fee  the  Hiftoire  des  Ordres  de 
Chivalerie. 
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l)y  the  Portuguefe,  as  they  fliowed ;  for  they 
xrowneJ  him  king,  and  chofe  him  their  lord  for 
his  valour.  This  tranfaftioii  was  the  caufe  of 
great  wars  between  the  kingdoms  of  Spain  and 
Portugal,  as  you  lliall  hear  related  in  the  courfe  of 
this  hiflory. 

When  the  earl  of  Cambridge,  the  canon  de 
Roberfac,  and  the  englifii  knights  were  returned 
from  Portugal,  and  had  \'  aited  on  the  king  and 
duke  of  Lancafter,  they  were  very  gracioufly  en- 
tertained, as  was  right,  and  then  they  were  alked 
for  news  :  they  told  them  a  fufficiency,  and  the 
hiflory  of  their  whole  campaign. 

The  duke  of  Lancafter,  whom  this  bufinefs 
touched  more  elVentially  than  any  other,  on  account 
of  the  claim  he  made  to  Caftille,  in  right  of  his 
wife,  the  lady  Conftance,  eldefl  daughter  to  don 
Pedro,  inquired  of  his  brother  every  particular, 
and  how  they  had  condufted  themfelves  in  Por- 
tugal. 

The  earl  told  him  that  the  armies  remained  up* 
wards  of  fifteen  days  oppofite  to  each  other  :  '  and 
becaufe,  rny  fair  brother,  there  came  no  intelligence 
of  you,  the  king  of  Portugal  haftily  made  peace, 
and,  in  fpite  of  every  thing  we  could  fay,  he 
would  not  confent  to  a  battle :  our  men  were 
much  concerned  thereat,  for  they  would  willingly 
have  hazarded  it.  Seeing,  therefore,  that  affairs 
were  not  on  a  very  fure  foundation,  I  have  brought 
home  my  fon,  although  he  has  been  betrothed  to 
the  infanta.'  '  I  believe  you  were  in  the  right,' 
replied  the  duke  i  'but  perhaps  they   may  break 
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this  maniage,  if  they  fliall  find  a  more  ai^reeable 
alliance.'  *  By  my  faith,*  faid  the  earl,  '  happen 
what  may,  I  have  done  nothing  that  I  repent  of.* 

Thus  ended  this  converfation  between  the  duke 
of  Lancafter  and  earl  of  Cambridge,  when  they 
entered  on  other  matters.  We  will  now  leave 
them,  and  the  wars  of  Spain  and  Portugal,  to  re- 
turn to  thofe  of  Ghent,  the  earl  and  country  of 
Flanders,  which  were  very  deflruclive. 


CHAP.   XIII. 


GHENT  IS  IN  GREAT  DISTRESS  FOR  PRGVISIONS  ; 
THEY  ARE  SUCCOURED  BY  THE  INHABITANTS  OF 
LIEGE. 

ipVER  fince  the  burning  of  Grammont,  and  the 
breaking  up  the  fiege  of  Ghent,  through  the 
grief  of  the  earl  of  Flanders  for  the  death  of  his 
coufm,  the  young  lord  d'Anghien,  as  you  have 
before  heard,  the  war  was  carried  on  folely  by  the 
garrifons  in  the  different  towns.  The  whole  coun- 
try was  for  the  earl,  except  the  Quatre  Metiers, 
whence  provifions  were  fent  into  Ghent,  as  well  as 
from  the  county  of  Aloft.  But  the  earl  of  Flanders 
on  hearing  that  cheefe,  butter  and  other  things 
were  fent  to  Ghent  from  Aloft  and  the  adjacent 
villages,  foon  put  a  ftop  to  it,  by  ordering  the 
garrifon  of  Dendremond  to  burn  and  deftroy  the 
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whole  of  that  flat  country  ;  which  orders  being 
obeyed,  the  poor  people  who  lived  on  the  produce 
of  their  cattle,  were  forced  to  fly  into  Brabant  and 
Hainault,  and  the  greater  part  to  beg  their  bread. 

There  flill,  however,  remained  a  country  de- 
pendant on  the  Q^iatre  Metiers,  whence  Ghent 
drew  all  its  provifion,  which  their  enemies  could 
not  prevent. 

This  whole  winter  of  1382,  the  earl  and  coun- 
try of  Flanders  had  fo  much  conflrained  Ghent 
that  nothing  could  enter  the  place  by  land  or 
water;  he  had  perfuaded  the  duke  of  Brabant  and 
duke  Albert  to  fhut  up  their  countries  fo  efFeftually, 
that  no  provifions  could  be  exported  thence,  but 
fecretly,  and  with  a  great  rifk  to  thofe  who  at- 
tempted it.  It  was  thought  by  the  moft  intelligent, 
that  it  could  not  be  long  before  they  perifned 
through  famine,  for  all  the  rtore-houfes  of  corn 
were  empty,  and  the  people  could  not  obtain  bread 
for  money :  when  the  bakers  had  baked  any,  it  was 
neceflary  to  guard  their  fliops,  for  the  populace 
who  were  flarving  would  have  broken  them  open. 
It  was  melancholy  to  hear  thefe  poor  people,  (for 
men,  women  and  children,  of  good  fubftance,  were 
in  thismiferable  plight,)  make  their  daily  complaints 
and  cries  to  Philip  von  Artaveld,  their  commander 
in  chief.  He  took  great  compaflion  on  them,  and 
mak  feveral  very  good  regulations,  for  which  he 
was  much  praifed.  He  ordered  the  granaries  of 
the  monaileries  and  rich  men  to  be  opened,  and 
divided  the  corn  among  the  poor,  at  a  fixed  price. 
Py  fuch  means  he  gave  comfort  to  the  town  of 
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Ghent,  and  governed  it  well.  Sometimes  there 
came  to  them  in  cafks  flour  and  baked  bread  from 
Holland  and  Zealand,  which  were  of  great  alTi fi- 
ance ;  for,  had  they  not  been  thus  fuccoured  by 
thofe  countries,  they  would  have  been  much  fooner 
defeated. 

l"he  duke  of  Brabant  had  forbidden  any  of  his 
fubjefl:s  to  carry  provifions  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Ghent,  under  pain  of  death  ;  but,  if  they  would 
run  the  rifk  of  coming  to  feek  them,  they  might 
fell  or  give.  When  Lent  came,  they  were  in  this 
greateft  diftrefs ;  for  they  had  not  any  provifion 
fuitable  to  that  time ;  infomuch  that  a  body  of 
foldiers  and  other  perfons,  to  the  amount  of  twelve 
thoufand,  driven  defperate  by  famine,  left  the  town 
and  went  to  Bruflels,  On  their  arrival,  the  gates 
were  clofed,  for  they  were  doubtful  of  their  inten- 
tions, not  knowing  what  to  think  of  them.  When 
they  were  near  to  Bruffels,  they  fent  a  party  un- 
armed to  the  gates,  in  fearch  of  provifion,  begging, 
for  the  love  of  God,  they  would  have  pity  on  them, 
and  let  them  have  vi6taals  for  their  monev,  as 
they  were  dying  of  hunger,  and  would  not  do  any 
harm  to  the  country.  The  good  people  of  Brufiels 
had  compaflion  on  them,  and  carried  them  food 
fufficient  to  fatisfy  their  hunger.  They  rernained 
there  to  recruit  themfelves  about  three  weeks,  but 
did  not  enter  any  of  the  principal  towns  :  they 
advanced  as  far  as  Louvain,  the  people  of  v/hich 
place  alfo  took  pity  on  them,  and  gave  them  mimy 
things.  The  leader  and  condudor  of  thefe  men 
of  Ghent  was  Francis  Atremen,  who  advifed  them 
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how  to  a6l,  and  alfo  made  for  them  their  agree- 
ments with  the  different  towns.  Durinfr  the  time 
they  "were  refrefhing  themfelves  in  the  country 
round  Louvain,  he  went  to  Liege,  accompanied  by 
twelve  others,  where  he  remonftrated  fo  eifeclually 
with  the  magiflrates  that  they  confented,  with  the 
approbation  of  their  bifliop,the  lord  Arnold  d'Ercle, 
to  fend  to  the  earl  of  Flanders,  and  ufe  their  utmoft 
^endeavours  to  make  a  peace  between  them:  adding, 
that  if  LicG^e  had  been  as  near  to  them  as  Brabant 
and  Hainault,  they  would  have  more  eflentially 
aiTifled  them  in  their  rights,  and  in  defending  their 
privileges.  However,  they  fald,  '  We  will  now  do 
every  thing  we  can  for  you,  and,  as  you  are  mer- 
chants, and  merchandife  ought  to  pafs  freely  every 
where,  we  have  determined  that  you  may  contract 
at  this  moment  for  five  or  fix  hundred  cart  loads 
of  corn  and  flour,  which  we  will  allow  you  to 
have,  provided  the  good  people  from  whom  this 
provifion  comes  can  be  fatisfied. 

*  Our  commerce  will  be  fuffered  to  pafs  through 
Brabant,  for  that  country  is  in  friendfliip  with  us  ; 
and,  notwithflanding  Druffels  is  fliut  againft  you, 
we  know  it  is  more  through  fear  than  inclination. 
The  BrulTelers  have  great  compaiTion  on  your  fuf- 
ferings  ;  but  the  duke  and  duchefs  of  Brabant,  at 
the  folicltatlons  of  the  earl  of  Flanders,  are  more 
his  friends  than  yours,  as  it  is  natural  that  great 
lords  fhould  fupport  each  other.' 

The  men  of  Ghent  were  much  pleafed  with  the 
affeftlonate  offers  the  Liegeois  made  them  :  they 
warmly  thanked  them,  an4  faid,  that  with  fuch 
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allies  and  friends,  the  town  of  Ghent  might  do 
much. 

Francis  and  the  citizens  of  Ghent  who  had  ac- 
companied him  into  Liege,  having  finifhed  their 
bufmefs,  took  leave  of  the  magiflrates,  who  ordered 
certain  perfons  to  attend  them  through  the  country 
to  coUeft  carts  and  horfes.  In  two  days  they  had 
fix  hundred  loaded  with  corn  and  flour,  for  fuch 
ftores  were  then  more  neceffary  to  them  than  any 
others.  They  fet  out  on  their  return,  paffing  be- 
tween Louvain  and  Bruflels.  When  Francis  Atre^ 
men  was  returned  to  his  men  whom  he  had  left  in 
the  neicrhbourhood  of  Louvain,  he  related  to  them 
the  love  and  courtefy  which  thofe  of  Liege  had 
fliewn,  and  the  offer  they  had  made  of  their  friend- 
fhip.  He  added,  that  they  would  go  to  Bruflels 
to  fpeak  with  the  duchefs  of  Brabant,  and  beg  and 
entreat  of  her,  on  the  part  of  the  good  town  of 
Ghent,  to  condefcend  to  mediate  betweefi  them 
and  the  earl  their  lord,  fo  that  they  might  obtain 
peace.  They  replied,  '  God's  will  be  done,'  and 
marched  to  Bruflels. 

The  duke  of  Brabant,  at  this  time,  was  at  Luxem- 
bourg on  his  own  affairs  ;  and  Francis,  by  permif- 
fion  of  the  duchefs,  who  was  defirous  to  fee  him, 
entered  the  town,  attended  only  by  two  other  per- 
fons. They  waited  on  her  at  her  hotel  at  Golle- 
berge,  where  the  duchefs  had  aflembled  part  of  her 
council  ;  and,  throwing  themfelves  on  their  knees, 
Francis,  who  fpoke  for  all,  faid, — 'Much  honoured 
and  dear  lady,  may  it  pleafe  you,  out  of  your  great 
humility,  to  have  compafiion  on  the  inhabitants  of 
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Ghent,  who  are  not  able,  by  any  meanf,  hhhcrlo 
employed,  to  obtain  the  pardon  ot  their  lord  :  but 
it  you,  very  dear  lady,  would  mediate  between 
our  lord  and  us,  fo  that  he  would  hear  but  rea'bn 
and  have  mercy  on  his  vaffals,  you  would  do  a 
moil  charitable  a<^,  and  our  good  friends  and 
neighbours  ot  Liege  would  unite  to  ailifl  you  at 
any  time  and  in  any  manner  you  fliall  pleafe.' 

The  duchefs  replied  with  nmch  gentlenels,  '  that 
fhe  had  long  been  lorry  for  the  diiTcnfions  which 
had  arifen  between  her  brother*  the  earl  and  them, 
and  would  willingly  have  put  an  end  to  them  fome 
time  pafl,  had  flie  been  able  or  had  Ihe  knov/n 
how  to  do  it :  but  you  fo  often  oppofe  him,  and 
are  fo  obftinate  in  your  opinions,  that  it  keeps  up 
his  anger  and  hatred  againfl  you.  Notwithftanding 
^11  this,  for  love  of  God  and  through  compaflion, 
I  will  cheerfully  undertake  this  buhnefs,  and  fend 
to  requeit  he  will  have  the  goodnefs  to  come  to 
Tournay,  where  I  will  order  my  privy  council. 
You  will  alfo  exert  yourfelves  to  gain  the  council 
of  Hainault,  to  accompany  that  of  Liege,  whicli 
you  fay  is  ready  to  ferve  you.'  *  Yes,  madam,  for 
they  have  fo  promifcd  us.'  '  Well,'  faid  the 
duchefs,  '  I  will  do  fomething  that  you  fhall  hear 
of.'  They  replied,  '  God  preferve,  madam,  your 
foul  and  body.* 

At  thefe  words  they  took  leave  of  the  duchefs 
and  her  council,  departed  from  Bruffels,  and  re- 
turned to  their  men   and   carriages,  which    were 
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"Waiting  for  chem,  and  then  continued  their  road 
to  Ghent. 

When  the  news  arrived  that  their  people  were 
returning,  and  bringing  with  them  fix  hundred 
cart-loads  of  provifion,  of  which  they  were  in 
fuch  great  want,  they  were  highly  delighted:  thefe 
provifions,  however,  from  Liege  were  not  fufficient 
to  maintain  the  town  fifteen  days  ;  but  to  thcfe 
who  are  comfortlefs  a  little  thing  gives  hope. 

They  made  a  numerous  procelTion  to  meet  this 
convoy,  and,  by  way  of  humbling  themfelves,  they 
fell  on  their  knees  when  they  met  it,  and  with  up- 
lifted hands,  faid  to  the  merchants  and  drivers, — 
*  Ah,  good  people,  you  do  an  ad  of  great  charity: 
you  bring  comfort  to  the  lower  clafles  in  Ghent, 
who  would  not  have  had  wherewithal  to  eat,  if 
you  had  not  come.  Let  us  firft  give  our  thanks 
and  praifes  to  God,  and  then  to  you.' 

In  this  manner  were  the  provifions  attended  to 
the  market-place,  and  there  unloaded  :  they  were 
then  delivered  out  in  fmall  proportions  to  thofe 
who  were  in  the  greateft  want ;  and  five  thoufand 
men  were  ordered  to  arm  themfelves,  and  to  efcojrt 
back  thefe  carts  as  far  as  Brabant,  and  out  of  all 
danger. 

The  earl  of  Flanders,  who  refided  at  Bruges, 
had  information  of  all  this,  and  how  Ghent  was  fo 
much  (Iraitened  that  it  could  not  hold  out  for  any 
length  of  time.  You  may  imagine  he  was  not 
very  much  vexed  at  their  poverty,  any  more  than 
thofe  of  his  council,  who  would,  with  pleafure, 
have  feen  the  town  of  Ghent  deftroyed.     Gilbert 
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Matthew  nnd  his  brothers,  the  deacon  of  fmall 
trades  of  Ghent,  and  the  provoil  of  Harlebecque, 
were  in  high  fpirits  at  what  they  heard. 

All  thefe  events  happened  in  Lent,  during  the 
months  of  March  and  April  1382*.  The  earl  of 
Flanders  determined  to  lay  fiege  to  Ghent  once 
more,  but  with  a  much  fuperior  army  to  what  he 
had  hitherto  brought  againfl  it ;  for  he  declared  he 
would  invade  the  Quatre  Metiers,  and  burn  and 
deftroy  them,  as  they  had  been  too  a&ive  in  affifl- 
ing  Ghent.  The  earl  therefore  fignified  his  inten- 
tions to  all  the  principal  towns  in  Flanders,  that 
they  might  be  ready  in  time.  Immediately  after 
the  proceiTion  at  Bruges,  he  was  to  march  from 
thence,  to  lay  fiege  to  Ghent  and  deftroy  it.  He 
wrote  alfo  to  thofe  knights  and  fquires  who  were 
dependant  on  him  in  Hainault,  to  meet  him  at 
Bruges  at  the  appointed  day,  or  even  eight  days 
before. 


*   1382.     That  is  beginning  the  year  at  January ;,  otherwife 


J38l. 


CHAP. 


1-7 


CHAP.  XIV. 

THE  EARL  OF  FLANDERS  SENDS  A  HARSH  ANSWER  TO 
THOSE  VV'IIO  WISHED  TO  MEDLVTE  A  PEACE  BE- 
TWEEN HIM  AND  GHENT. THE  POPULACE,  UNDER 

THE    NAME  OF  MAILLOTINS,  KISE  AGAIN  AT  PARIS. 

T\^OTWITHSTANDING  all  thefe  fummons, 
levies  and  orders,  which  the  earl  of  Flanders 
was  ifliiing,  the  duchefs  of  Brabant,  duke  Albert 
and  the  bifhop  of  Liege,  exerted  themfelves  fo 
much,  that  a  meeting  of  their  councils,  to  confider 
of  the  means  of  eflabiifhing  a  peace,  was  ordered 
to  be  held  in  the  city  of  Tournay. 

The  earl  of  Flanders,  at  the  requefl:  of  thefe 
lords,  and  the  duchefs  of  Brabant,  although  he 
Intended  to  a61:  contrary,  gave  his  terms  of  accom- 
modation ;  and  thefe  conferences  were  fixed  for 
the  end  of  Eafter,  at  Tournay,  in  the  year  1382. 

Twelve  deputies  came  from  the  bifhoprick  of 
Liege  and  the  chief  towns,  with  fir  Lambert  de 
Perney,  a  very  difcreet  knight.  The  duchefs  of 
Brabant  fent  her  council  thither,  and  fome  of  the 
principal  inhabitants  from  the  great  towns.  Duke 
Albert  met  likewife  his  council  from  Hainault, 
his  bailiff,  fir  Simon  de  Lalain,  with  others.  AH 
thefe  came  to  Tournay  in  Eafter-week  ;  and  Ghent 
fent  alfo  twelve  deputies,  of  whom  Philip  von 
Artaveld  was  the  head.  The  inhabitants  of  Ghent 
had  refolved  to  accede  to  whatever  terms  their 
deputies  (hould  agree  on,  with  the  exception  that 
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no  one  was  to  be  put  to  death;  but  that  if  It  pleafed 
the  earl,  their  lord,  he  might  banifh  from  Ghent, 
and  the  country  of  Flanders,  all  thofe  who  were 
difagreeable  to  him,  and  whom  he  might  wifh  to 
punifli,  W'ithout  any  poffibility  of  their  return.  This 
refolution  they  had  determined  to  abide  by;  and 
Philip  von  Artaveld  was  willing,  if  he  fhould  have 
angered  the  earl  ever  fo  little,  during  the  time  he 
was  governor  of  Ghent,  to  be  one  of  the  banifhed 
men,  for  life,  out  of  the  regard  he  had  for  the 
lower  ranks  of  people. 

Certain  it  is,  that  when  he  fet  out  from  Ghent 
for  Tournay,  men,  women  and  children  cafl  them- 
felves  before  him  on  their  knees,  and,  with  uplifted 
hands,  befought  him,  that  at  whatever  cofl  it  might 
be,  he  would  bring  them  back  peace  ;  and,  from 
the  pity  he  felt  for  them,  he  had  agreed  to  ad  as 
I  have  juft  related. 

"When  the  deputies  from  Liege,  Brabant  and 
Hainault,  who  had  been  fent  to  Tournay  as  medi- 
ators, had  refided  there  three  days  expeding  the 
earl,  who  neither  came  nor  fent ;  they  were  much 
furprifed,  and,  confulting  together,  refolved  to  fend 
to  him  at  Bruges.  In  confequence,  they  difpatched 
thither  fir  Lambert  de  Perney,  the  lord  de  Com- 
pellant  from  Brabant,  fir  William  de  Hermen  from, 
Hainault  and  fix  citizens  from  the  three  courr- 
tries.  The  earl  of  Flanders  entertained  them  hand'- 
fomely,  as  was  right,  but  told  them,  '  that  at  that 
moment,  it  was  not  agreeable  to  him  to  come  to 
Tournay  ;  yet,  in  confideration  for  the  caufe  which 
had  brought  them  thither,  and  the  trouble  they 
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had  taken  to  come  to  Bruges,  as  well  as  out  of 
refpeft  to  their  lords,  the  duchefs  of  Brabant  his 
fifter,  duke  Albert  his  coufm  and  the  bifliop  of 
Liege,  he  would  inftantly  fend  his  council  to 
Tcurnay  with  his  final  declaration,  and  what  were 
his  future  intentions.'  They  therefore  returned  to 
Tournay,  and  related  what  the  earl  had  faid. 

Six  days  afterwards,  arrived  at  Tournay,  by 
orders  of  the  earl,  the  lord  de  Rafeflez,  the  lord  de 
Gontris,  fir  John  Villame  and  the  provoll  of  Harle- 
becque,  who  made  excufes  from  the  earl  why  he 
came  not  in  perfon.  They  then  delivered  the 
earl's  determination,  that  the  inhabitants  of  Ghent 
were  not  to  expeft  peace  from  him,  unlefs  all  per- 
ions,  from  the  age  of  fifteen  to  fixty,  fubmitted  to 
come  out  of  that  city,  bare  headed  in  their  fhirts, 
with  halters  about  their  necks,  on  the  road  between 
Ghent  and  Bruges,  where  the  earl  would  wait  for 
them,  and  grant  them  pardon,  or  put  them  to 
death  according  to  his  pleafure. 

When  this  anfvver  was  carried  by  the  deputies 
of  the  three  countries  to  thofe  of  Ghent,  they 
were  more  confounded  than  ever.  The  bailiff  of 
Hainault,  then,  addrelling  them,  faid, — '  My  good 
gentlemen,  you  are  in  great  peril,  as  you  may  each 
of  you  judge,  and  we  can  aflure  you  of  it :  now,  if 
you  accept  thefe  terms,  he  will  not  put  all  to  death 
that  fhall  prefent  themfelves  before  him,  but  only 
fome  who  have  angered  him  more  than  the  reft  ; 
and  means  may  be  found  to  moUify  him,  and  excite 
his  compafTion;  fo  that  thofe  who  may  think  them- 
felves certain  of  death  will  be  pardoned:  accept, 
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therefore,  thefe  offers,  or  at  lead  confidcr  well 
before  you  refufe  them  ;  for  I  believe  you  will 
never  have  fuch  made  to  you  again.' 

Philip  von  Artaveld  replied, — '  We  are  not 
commifTioned  to  treat  on  fuch  terms  by  our  townf- 
men,  nor  will  they  ever  accept  them ;  but  if  the 
citizens  in  Ghent,  upon  our  return,  after  having 
informed  them  of  the  anfwer  from  the  earl,  fliali 
be  wilhng  to  fubmit  themfelves,  it  fliall  not  be  our 
fault  that  peace  is  not  made.  We  give  you  our 
bed  and  warmeft  thanks  for  the  great  trouble  and 
pains  you  have  taken  in  this  bufmefs.' 

They  then  took  leave  of  thofe  well-inten- 
tioned perfons,  and  the  other  deputies  from  the 
principal  towns  of  the  three  countries,  and  fhevved 
plainly  that  they  would  not  accept  of  the  offered 
terms  for  peace.  Philip  von  Artaveld  and  his 
Gompanions  went  to  their  hotels,  discharged  their 
bills,  and  returned  through  Brabant  to  Ghent. 

Thus  was  this  conference  broken  up,  which  had 
been  affembled  with  the  befl  intentions,  in  the  town 
of  Tournay,  and  each  man  returned  to  his  home* 
The  earl  of  Flanders  never  made  any  inquiry  what 
was  the  anfwer  of  the  ghent  deputies,  fo  very 
cheap  did  he  hold  them.  He  wiih.ed  not  for  any 
treaty  of  peace ;  for  he  well  knew  he  had  puflied 
them  fo  hard  they  could  not  hold  out  againft  him 
much  longer,  and  that  the  end  mufl  be  honourable 
to  him :  he  was  alfo  defn-ous  to  reduce  Ghent  to 
fuch  a  fituation  that  all  other  towns  might  take 
warning  from  it. 

About  this  period  the  Parifians  again  rofe,  be- 
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caufe  the  king  did  not  refide  among  them.  They 
were  afraid  left  he  fhould  order  his  men  at  arms 
to  force  the  gates  of  the  city  in  the  night-time, 
overrun  it,  and  put  to  death  whomfoever  he 
pleafed.  To  avoid  this  danger  which  they  dreaded, 
they  kept  great  guards  in  all  the  ftreets  and  fquares 
every  night,  and  barricaded  the  ftreets  with  chains, 
to  prevent  any  cavalry  from  pafting ;  nor  would  they 
fuffer  any  one  on  foot  to  pafs ;  and  thofe  found 
in  the  ftreets  after  nine  o'clock,  who  were  not 
acknowledged  by  them  or  their  partifans,  were 
put  to  death. 

There  were  in  the  city  of  Paris  upwards  of  thirty 
thoufand  rich  and  powerful  men  armed,  from 
head  to  foot,  and  fo  handfomely  arrayed  that  few 
knights  could  afford  to  rival  them.  They  had,  in 
like  manner,  armed  their  fervants,  who  had  mallets 
of  iron  and  lead  for  the  bruifmg  of  helmets.  They 
faid  in  Paris,  when  they  were  muftering  their  men, 
that  they  were  fufficient  in  number  and  ftrength  to 
fight  their  own  battles,  without  the  aid  of  the 
greateft  lord  on  the  earth.  Thefe  people  were 
called  the  army  of  mallets. 
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CHAP.  XV. 

THE  CITIZENS  OF  GHENT,  AFTER  HAVING  HEARD 
FROM  PHILIP'  VON  ARTAVELD  THE  TERMS  OF  PEACE 
WHICH  HE  HAD  BROUGHT  FROM  THE  CONFERENCES 
AT  TOURNAY,  MARCH  OUT,  TO  THE  NUMBER  OF 
FIVE  THOUSAND,  TO  ATTACK  THE  EARL  OF  FLAN- 
DERS IN  BRUGES. 

'VIZ' HEN  Philip  von  Artaveld  and  his  companions 
returned  to  Ghent,  great  crowds  of  the  com- 
mon people,  who  only  wiflied  for  peace,  were  much 
rejoiced  on  his  arrival,  and  hoped  to  hear  from 
him  good  news.  They  went  out  to  meet  him, 
faying,  'Ah,  dear  Pliilip  von  Artaveld,  make  us 
happy:  tell  us  what  you  have  done,  and  how  you 
have  fucceeded.' 

Philip  made  no  anfwer  to  thefe  quellions,  but 
rode  on,  holding  down  his  head :  the  more  filent 
he  was,  the  more  they  followed  him,  and  were  the 
iTiore  clamorous.  Once  or  twice,  as  he  was  ad- 
vancing to  his  houfe,  he  faid, — '  Get  you  to  your 
homes,  and  may  God  preferve  you  from  harm: 
to-morrow  -morning  be  in  the  market-place  by 
nine  o'clock,  and  there  you  fliall  hear  every  thing.' 
As  they  could  not  obtain  any  other  anfwer,  the 
people  were  exceedingly  alarmed. 

When  Philip  von  Artaveld  had  difmounted  at 
his  door,  and  his  companions  were  returned  to 
their  homes,  Peter  du  Bois,  anxious  to  Icara 
what  had   been   done,   came   in   the  evening   to 
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Philip,  and,  having  fhut  himfelf  in  a  chamber  with 
him,  allced  what  fuccefs  he  had  met  with.  Philip, 
who  wifhed  to  hide  nothing  from  him,  replied, — 
*  By  my  faith,  Peter,  from  the  anfwer  which  my 
lord  of  Flanders  has  given  by  thofe  of  his  comicil 
whom  he  fent  to  Tournay,  he  will  not  pardon 
a  foul  in  Ghent ;  no  not  one.*  '  By  my  troth,'  faid 
Peter  du  Bois,  '  he  is  in  the  right,  and  has  been 
wifely  advifed  to  fend  fuch  an  anfwer  ;  for  we  are 
all  equally  implicated  one  as  much  as  another.  I 
have  fucceeded  in  my  expedation ;  for  the  town 
of  Ghent  is  in  fuch  confufion  that  it  cannot  well 
be  appeafed.  We  mud  become  defperate,  and  it 
iliall  be  feen  if  there  be  not  prudent  and  valiant 
men  in  Ghent.  In  a  few  days,  the  town  of 
Ghent  fhall  be  the  moft  refpeded  town  in  Chrill- 
endom,  or  the  mod  humbled.  However,  if  we  do 
perifli  in  this  quarrel,  we  ihall  not  die  alone. 
You  muft  now,  Philip,  confider  how  you  will  re- 
late the  conferences  of  Tournay  to-morrow,  fo 
that  every  one  may  be  fatisfied  with  your  condud. 
You  are  at  this  moment  in  high  favour  with  the 
people,  for  two  reafons ;  one,  on  account  of  the 
name  you  bear,  for  Jacob  von  Artaveld,  your 
father,  was  formerly  much  beloved  in  this  town  ; 
the  other,  from  the  gentle  and  friendly  manner 
with  which  you  addrefs  them,  which  they  publicly 
praife :  they  will  therefore  firmly  believe  every 
thing  you  fliall  tell  them  ;  and,  towards  the  end, 
you  fhould  add,  '  If  I  were  to  advife,  I  would  dofo 
and  fo:'  but  it  is  necefiary  you  confider  this  well, 
G  2  io 
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fo  that  you  ftand  on  fure  grounds  and  gain  honour 
by  it/ 

'Peter,*  faid  Philip  von  Artaveld,  'you  fpeak 
truth  ;  and  I  think  i  fliall  be  able  to  explain  and 
harangue  in  fuch  a  manner  on  the  afi'airs  of  Ghent 
that,  betv/een  ourfelves,  we  who  are  the  governors 
and  leaders  in  Ghent  Ihall  live  and  die  with  honour.' 
Nothing  more  was  faid  or  done  at  that  time,  for 
they  fepa:  ated :  Peter  du  Bois  returned  to  his 
houfe,  and  Philip  remained  where  he  was. 

You  may  ealily  imagine,  when  the  day  fo  eagerly 
expected  wag  come,  in  wliich  Philip  v/as  to  report 
■what  had  pafied  in  the  conferences  at  Tournay, 
that  all  the  inhabitants  of  Ghent  were  early  in  the 
market-place.  It  was  on  a  Vv^ednefday  morning, 
and  the  time  of  meeting  nine  o'clock. 

Philip  von  Artaveld,  Peter  du  Bois,  Peter  le 
NuiLre,  Francis  Atremen,  and  the  other "  chiefs 
came  there ;  and,  having  entered  the  town-hall, 
they  afcended  the  ftaircafe,  when  Philip,  fhewing 
himfelf  from  the  windows,  thus  fpoke  :  '  My  good 
friends,  it  is  true,  that  through  the  entreaties  of 
the  very  noble  lady  the  duchefs  of  Brabant,  the 
moft  puiflant  and  noble  prince  duke  Albert,  regent 
of  Hainauk,  Holland  and  Zealand,  and  of  my  lord 
the  bifhop  of  Liege,  a  conference  was  appointed  to 
be  holden  at  Tournay  thefe  laft  days,'  which  the 
earl  of  Flanders  was  perfonally  to  attend,  and 
which  he  had  promifed  to  the  noble  perfons  jufl 
mentioned,  who  have  indeed  moll  handfomely 
acquitted   themfelves.      They   fent    thither   their 
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moft  able  counfellors,  and  the  principal  inhabitants 
from  the  greateft  towns,  who  waited  feveral  days 
in  expectation  of  the  earl  of  Flanders  j  but  he 
came  not,  nor  indeed  fent  any  excufes.  When 
they  perceived  this,  they  refolved  to  choofe  three 
knights  from  the  three  countries,  and  fix  citizens, 
and  fend  them  to  him.  Out  of  affedion  to  us 
they  undertook  the  bufmefs,  and  went  to  Bruges, 
where  they  found  my  lord  of  Flanders,  who  enter- 
tained them  well,  as  they  faid,  and  willingly  liftiened 
to  them :  he  then  declared,  that  out  of  refpeft  to 
their  lord,  and  to  his  fifter-in-law,  madame  de 
Brabant,  he  would  fend  his  council  to  Tournay  in 
the  courfe  of  five  or  fix  days,  fo  well  inflruded, 
that  they  would  clearly  explain  his  determined 
intention,  which  when  they  Ihould  hear,  they 
would  know  how  to  a£t :  not  obtaining  any  other 
anfwer,  they  returned  on  the  day  appointed.  In 
confequence  of  this,  the  lord  de  Rafeflez,  the  lord 
de  Gontris,  fir  John  Villames,  and  the  provofl  of 
Hariebecque,  came  to  Tournay,  where  they  very 
gracioufly  informed  us  of  the  will  of  the  earl,  and 
the  only  means  of  putting  an  end  to  this  war. 
They  declared  his  final  terms  for  peace  between 
him  and  the  inhabitants  of  Ghent  were,  that  every 
male  inhabitant,  excepting  priefls  and  monks,  from 
the  age  of  fixteen  to  that  of  fixty,  fhould  march 
out  of  the  town  in  their  lliirts,  with  bare  heads 
and  feet,  and  halters  about  their  necks,  and  fiiould 
thus  go  two  leagues  or  more  to  the  plains  of 
Burlefquans,  where  they  would  meet  the  earl  of 
Flanders,  attended  by  fuch  whom  he  may  choofe 
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to  bring  with. him;  and  that,  when  he  fhould  fee 
us  in  this  fituation,  with  joined  hands,  crying  out 
for  mercy,  he  would,  if  he  pleafed,  take  cora- 
paffion  on  us.^  But  I  could  not  learn  from  his 
council,  that  there  was  the  lead  plea  of  juflice  to 
put  to  death  fuch  numbers  of  people  as  would  be 
there  that  day.  Now,  confider  if  you  will  have 
peace  on  thefe  terjiis  ?' 

When  Philip  had-  done  fpeaking,  it  was  a  melan- 
choly fight  to  behold  men,  women  and  children, 
bewailing,    with   tears,    their    hufbands,    fathers, 
brothers  and  neighbours.     After  this  tumult  and 
noife  had  lafled  fome  time,  Philip  again  addreffed 
them,  and  cried  out,    '  Silence,  filence  T    when, 
en  his  beginning  to  fpeak,  they  ceafed  lamenting, — 
'  Worthy  inhabitants  of  Ghent,  you  who  are  here 
aiTembled,  are  the  majority  of  its  citizens,  and  you 
hav6  heard  all  I  had  to  report  to  you  :  I  fee  no 
means  of  remedy  but  a  determined  condud:.     You 
know  how  very  much  we  are  ftraitened  for  all 
forts  of  provifion,  and  that  there  are  thirty  thou- 
fand  perfons  in  this  town,  who,   in  fifteen  days, 
will  not  have  bread  to  eat.     hi  my  opinion,  we 
have  but  the  choice  of  three  things ;    the  firft, 
that  w^e  clofe  all  our  gates,  and  then,  after  having 
confefied   ourfelves    mod    fully,   retire   into   the 
churches  and  monaileries,  and  there  die  confeifed 
and  repentant,  like  martyrs,  to  whom  no  mercy 
has  been  fliewn.     In  this  (late  God  will  have  pity 
on  us,  and  on  our  fouls ;  and  wherever  this  fl;iail 
be  told  or  heard,  they  will  fay,  that  we  died  nobly, 
like  loyal  men  at  arms. 
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'  Or,  let  us  refolve  to  march  out,  men,  women 
and  children,  with  halters  about  our  necks,  bare- 
headed, and  with  naked  feet,  and  implore  the 
mercy  of  my  lord  the  earl ;  he  is  not  fo  hard- 
hearted, nor  fo  obftinate,  but  when  he  fliall  fee  us 
in  fuch  an  humiliating  condition5he  will  be  foftened, 
and  take  pity  on  his  fubjefts  ;  and  I  will  be  the 
firfl:  to  offer  him  my  head,  in  order  to  afluage  his 
hatred,  and  facrifice  myfelf  for  the  city  of  Ghent. 

'  Or,  let  us  choofe  from  five  to  fix  thoufand  of 
the  mod  determined  men  in  the  town,  and  inflantly 
march  to  attack  the  earl  in  Bruges ;  we  will 
give  him  combat ;  and  if  we  fhould  be  flain  in  the 
attempt,  at  lealt  we  fhall  die  with  honour,  and 
God  will  have  mercy  upon  us  ;  and  the  world  will 
fay,  that  we  have  gallantly  and  valoroufly  main- 
tained our  quarrel.  If,  however,  in  this  battle  we 
be  victorious,  and  our  Lord  God,  who  in  ancient 
times  delegated  his  power  into  the  hands  of  Judas 
Maccabeus,  the  chief  of  his  jewifn  people,  fo  that 
the  Syrians  were  defeated  and  flain,  would  be 
indulgent  enough  to  grant  us  this  kindnefs,  we 
fliould  be  every  v/here  the  mod  honoured  people 
fmce  the  time  of  the  Romans.  Now,  confider 
which  of  thefe  three  propofitions  you  will  make 
choice  of,  for  one  of  them  muft  be  adopted,' 

Thofe  who  were  near  to  him,  and  had  mofl 
didincily  heard  what  he  had  faid,  replied, — '  Ah, 
de:.r  lord,  we  put  our  whole  confidence  in  you  : 
what  would  you  advife  us  ?  for  we  will  do  what- 
ever you  think  will  be  moft  for  our  advantan"e.' 
'  By  my  faith,   then,'    faid   Philip,    '  I  would 
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advife  that  -we  all  march  In  arms  againfl;  my  lord. 
We  fhall  find  him  at  Bruges ;  and,  when  he  hears 
of  our  coming,  he  will  fally  forth  and  fight  with 
us :  for  the  pride  of  thofe  in  Bruges  and  about  his 
perfon,  who  excite  him  day  and  night  againfl  us, 
will  urge  him  to  the  combat.  If  God  fliall,  through 
his  mercy,  grant  that  we  gain  the  field,  and  defeat 
our  enemies,  our  affairs  will  be  inflantly  retrieved, 
and  we  fhall  be  the  mofl  refpefted  people  in  the 
univerfe.  If  we  be  defeated,  we  fhall  die  honour- 
ably, and  God  will  have  pity  on  us  j  and  the  re- 
mainder of  the  inhabitants  of  Ghent  will  finifh  this 
bufinefs,  and  be  pardoned  by  the  earl  our  lord.' 

At  thefe  words,  they  all  fhouted  out,  '  We  will 
follow  this  plan,  and  no  other!'  Philip  then 
faid, — '  My  good  gentlemen,  fmce  you  are  thus 
refolved,  return  home  and  get  ready  your  arms ; 
for,'  in  the  courfe  of  to-morrow,  1  am  determined 
to  march  for  Bruges :  the  remaining  longer  here 
will  not  be  to  our  advantai2;e.  Within  five  davs 
we  fhall  know  if  we  be  to  die,  or  to  live  with 
honour.  I  will  order  the  conftables  of  the  different 
parifhes  to  go  from  houfe  to  houfe,  and  choofe  the 
beft  armed  and  thofe  mofl  fit  for  the  fervice.' 

Immediately  after  the  meeting  broke  up,  and 
every  one  returned  home  to  make  ready,  each 
according  to  his  abilities,  they  kept  the  gates  of 
the  town  fo  clofely  fhut  that  no  perfon  whatever 
was  fuiTered  to  come  in  or  go  out  before  Thurfd.-.y 
afternoon,  when  thofe  who  were  to  march  on  this 
expedition  were  prepared :  in  all,  about  five  thour 
fand  men,  and  not  more. 
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They  loaded  about  two  hundred  carts  with  can- 
non and  artillery,  and  only  feven  with  provifions ; 
that  is,  five  with  bread  and  two  with  wine,  for 
there  were  but  two  tuns  of  wine  in  the  town.  You 
may  judge  from  this  to  what  ftraits  they  had  been 
reduced. 

It  was  a  miferable  fpeftacle  to  fee  thofe  who 
went,  and  thofe  who  remained.  Thefe  laft  faid  to 
them, — '  Good  friends,  you  fee  what  you  leave 
behind ;  but  never  think  of  returning  unlefs  you 
can  do  fo  with  honour,  for  you  will  not  find  any 
thing  her£;.  The  moment  we  hear  of  your  defeat, 
or  death,  we  will  fet  fire  to  the  town,  and  perilh 
in  the  flames,  like  men  in  defpair.* 

Thofe  who  were  marching  out  replied,  by  way 
of  comforting  them, — '  What  you  fay  is  very  juft. 
Pray  God  for  us ;  for  we  place  our  hopes  in  him, 
and  trufl  he  will  afTift  you,  as  well  as  us,  before 
our  return.* 

Thus  did  thefe  five  thoufand  men  of  Ghent 
march  off  with  their  flender  ftores,  and  encamped 
about  a  league  from  Ghent,  but  touched  not  their 
provifion,  taking  up  v/ith  what  they  could  find  in 
the  country.  On  Friday,  they  marched  the  whole 
day,  and  then  meddled  not  with  their  ftores  ;  but 
their  fcouts  picked  up  forae  few  things  in  the 
country,  with  which  they  made  Ihift,  and  fixed 
their  quarters  that  evening  a  long  league  from 
Bruges. 

They  halted  there,  conlidering  It  a  proper  place 
to  wait  for  their  enemies,  for  there  were  in  front 
two  extenfive  marflies,  which  were  a  good  defence 
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on  one  fide ;  and  they  fortified  themfelves  on  the 
others   with  the   carriages,   and   thus  pafled   the 
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CHAP.  XVI. 

THE  ORDER  OF  BATTLE  OF  THE    GHENT    xlIEN. THEY 

DEFEAT   THE    EAIU,    OF    FLANDERS    AND    THE     MEN 

OF     BRUGES.- THE    MEANS     BY    WHICH     THLS    WAS 

BROUGHT  ABOUT. 

'X'HE  Saturday  *  was  a  fine  bright  day,  and,  being 
the  feafl  of  the  Holy  Crofs,  the  inhabitants  of" 
Bruges,  according  to  cuflom,  made  their  ufual 
proceilions.  News  was  foon  brought  to  Bruges, 
that  the  ghent  army  was  near  at  hand  ;  fo  that 
every  one  began  to  murmur  until  the  earl  heard  it, 
as  well  as  thofe  about  his  perfon. 

He  was  much  furprifed,  and  fald,  '  See  how  the 
wickednefs  of  thefe  mad  and  foollih  people  of 
Ghent  leads  them  to  their  de(tru6lion :  indeed  it 
is  time  this  war  ihould  be  put  an  end  to.'  His 
knights,  and  others,  infi  antly  waited  on  him,  whom 
he  very  gracioufly  received,  and  faid,  '  We  will  go 
and  fight   thefe    wicked  people :    however,  they 


*  The-  3d  of  May.     See  I'Art  de  Veriner  Ics  Dates, 
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fliew  courage  in  preferring  death  by  the  fword, 
rather  than  famine.' 

They  determined  to  fend  out  three  men  at  arms, 
to  examine  the  force  and  fituation  of  the  enemy. 
The  marfhal  of  Flanders  ordered  three  valiant 
fquires  on  this  fervice,  whofe  names  were  Lambert 
de  Lambres,  Damas  de  Buffy,  and  John  de  Beart : 
they  fet  out,  mounted  on  the  fined  horfes  in  the 
town,  and  advanced  toward  the  ghent  army. 
While  this  was  going  forward,  every  perfon  in 
Bruges  made  himfelf  ready,  and  fhev/ed  the  mod 
eager  defire  to  fally  forth  and  combat  the  men  of 
Ghent ;  of  whom  I  will  now  fay  a  word,  and  of 
the  manner  in  which  they  had  drawn  themfelves  up. 

On  the  Saturday  morning,  Philip  von  Artaveld 
ordered  his  whole  army  to  pay  their  devotions  to 
God,  and  mafles  to  be  faid  in  different  places;  (for 
there  were  with  them  feveral  monks,)  that  every 
man  (hould  confefs  himfelf,  and  make  other  be- 
coming preparations,  and  that  they  Ihould  pray 
to  God  with  that  truth,  as  people  looking  to  him 
alone  for  mercy. 

AH  this  was  done,  and  mafs  celebrated  in  feven 
different  places.  After  each  m.afs  was  a  fermon, 
which  lafled  an  hour  and  an  half:  the  monks  and 
priefts  endeavoured,  by  their  difcourfes,  to  flievsr 
the  great  fimilitude  between  them  and  the  people 
of  Ifrael,  whom  Pharaoh,  king  of  Egypt,  detained 
fo  long  in  ilavery,  and  v/ho,  through  God's  grace, 
were  delivered,  and  conduded  by  Mofes  and  Aaron 
into  the  land  of  promife,  whilft  Pharaoh  and  the 
Egyptians  were  drowned.     '  in  like  manner,  my 
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good  people,'   preached  the  monks,   '  have  you 
been  kept   in  bondage  by  your   lord,  the  earl  of 
Flanders,    and    by   your    neighbours    of  Brujres, 
whom  you  are  now  to  meet,  and  by  whom  you 
will,  without  doubt,  be  combated,  for  your  enemies 
are  in  great  numbers,  and  have  little  fear  of  your 
force  ;  but  do  not  you  mind  this  ;  for  God  who 
can  do  all  things,   and  is  acquainted  with  your 
fituation,  will  have  mercy    on    you :    therefore, 
think    of  nothing    but   what  you   have    left    be- 
hind ;    for   you  well  know,  that   every  thing    is 
loft,   if   you  be   defeated.      Sell   yourfelves    well 
and  vahantly  j    and,   if  you  muff  die,   die  with 
honour.     Do  not  be  alarmed,  if  great  numbers 
iifue  forth  from  Bruges  againft  you,  for  victory  is 
not  to  the  multitude,  but  whither  God  fhall  pleafe 
to  fend  it ;  and,  by  his  grace,  it   has  been  often 
feen,  as  well  by  the  Maccabees  as  the  Romans, 
that  thofe  who  fought  manfully,  and  confided  in 
Cod,  difcomfited  the  greater  number.     Befides, 
vou  have  juilice  and  reafon  on  your  fide,  in  this 
quarrel,  which  ought  to  make  you  feel  yourfelves 
bold  and  better  comforted.' 

In  fuch  words  as  thefe,  the  priefts  had  been 
ordered  to  preach  to  the  army,  and  with  thefe  dif- 
courfes  they  were  well  pleafed.  Three  parts  of 
them  communicated,  and  all  fhewed  great  devo- 
tion and  much  fear  in  God. 

After  the  fermons,  the  whole  army  aflembled 

round  a  fmall  hill,  on  which  Philip  von  Artaveld 

placed  himfelf,  in  order  to  be  the  better  heard, 

and  harangued  them  very  ably,  explaining  to  them 
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every  point  in  which  they  were  jufllfied  in  this 
war ;  and  how  G  bent  had  frequently  fought 
pardon  from  the  earl,  and  never  could  obtain  it, 
without  fubmitting  to  conditions  too  hard  for  the 
town  and  its  inhabitants ;  that  now  they  had  ad- 
vanced fo.  far  they  could  not  retreat ;  and  that,  if 
they  w^ould  confider,  they  would  fee  nothing  could 
be  gained  were  they  to  return,  for  all  they  had 
left  behind  were  in  forrow  and  mifery.  They 
ought  not,  therefore,  to  think  of  Ghent,  iheir 
wives  and  children  who  were  in  it,  but  to  a£t  in 
fuch  manner  as  was  becoming  their  honour, 

Philip  von  Artaveld  addreiled  many  more  fine 
fpeeches  to  them  ;  for  he  was  very  eloquent,  and 
had  words  at  command,  which  was  fortunate  for 
him,  and  towards  the  end  he  added ;  '  My  good 
friends,  you  fee  here  all  your  provifion  :  divide  it 
among  you  fairly,  like  brethren,  without  any  dif- 
turbance  ;  for  when  it  is  gone,  you  mufl  conquer 
more,  if  you  wifh  to  live.' 

At  thefe  words  they  drew  up  very  regularly, 
and  unloaded  the  carts,  when  the  bags  of  bread 
were  given  out,  to  be  divided  by  condablewicks, 
and  the  two  tuns  of  wine  placed  on  their  bottoms; 
and  there  they  moderately  breakfafled,  each  man 
having  a  fufficiency  at  that  time ;  after  which 
breakfafl  they  found  themfelves  more  determined, 
and  adive  on  their  feet,  than  if  they  had  eaten 
more. 

This  repafl  being  over,  they  put  themfelves  in 
order,  and  retired  within  their  ribaudeaus.  Thefe 
ribaudeaus  are  tall  flakes,  with  points  fliod  with 
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iron,  which  they  were  always  accuflomed  to  carry 
with  them.  They  fixed  them  in  front  of  their  army, 
and  inclofed  themfelves  within. 

The  three  knights  who  had  been  fent  by  the 
earl  to  reconnoitre,  found  them  in  this  fituation : 
they  approached  the  entrances  of  thefe  ribaudeaus  ; 
but  the  glient  men  never  moved,  and  rather  feemed 
rejoiced  to  fee  them. 

They  returned  to  Bruges,  where  they  found  the 
earl  in  his  {)alace,  furrounded  by  many  knights, 
waiting  for  them,  to  hear  what  intelligence  they 
had  brought  back.  They  pufhed  through  the 
crowd,  and  came  near  the  earl,  when  they  fpoke 
aloud,  tor  the  earl  wiflied  all  prefent  to  hear,  and 
faid,  '  they  had  advanced  fo  clofe  to  the  ghent 
army,  that  they  might  have  fhot  at  them,  if  they 
had  fo  chofen,  but  they  left  them  in  peace ;  and 
that  they  had  feen  their  banners,  and  the  army  in- 
clofed within  their  ribaudeaus.* 

'  And  what  are  their  numbers,  think  ye  ?'  faid 
the  earl.  They  anfwered,  'that  as  near  as  they 
could  guefs-  they  might  be  from  five  to  fix  thou- 
fand.'  'Well,'  faid  the  earl,  'now  let  every  one 
indantly  get  ready  ;  for  1  will  give  them  battle, 
and  this  day  fnall  not  pafs  without  a  combat.'  At 
thefe  words  the  trumpets  founded  in  Bruges,  wherf 
every  one  armed  himl'elf,  and  made  tor  the  market- 
place. /'  s  they  came,  they  drew  up  under  their 
proper  banners,  as  they  had  ufually  done,  in  bands 
and  condablewicks. 

Many  barons,  knights  and  men  at  arms,  drew 
up  before  the  palace  of  the  earl.     When  all  was 
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place,  and  was  much  pleafed  to  f^e  fuch  numbers 
in  battle-array.  They  then  marched  off,  for  none 
dared  difobey  his  commands  ;  and,  in  order  of 
-  battle,  made  for  the  plain  :  .the  men  at  arms  after- 
wards liTued  forth  from  Bruges. 

It  was  a  handfome  fight,  for  there  were  upwards 
of  forty  thoufand  armed  heads ;  and  thus  horfe 
and  foot  advanced  in  proper  order,  near  to  the 
place  where  the  ghent  men  were,  and  then  halted. 
It  was  hie  in  the  afternoon  when  the  earl  and  his 
army  arrived,  and  the  fun  going  down.  One  of  the 
, knights  faid  to  the  earl ;  '  My  lord,  you  now  fee 
your  enemies:  they  are  but  a  handful  of  men  in 
coraparifon  with  your  arm.y,  and  as  they  cannot 
cfcape  do  not  engage  tbem  this  day  j  but  wait  for 
to-iiiorrowjwhen  you  will  have  the  day  before  you : 
you  will,  befides,  have  more  light  to  fee  what  you 
are  about,  and  they  will  be  weaker,  for  they  have 
not  any  thing  to  eat.' 

The  earl  approved  much  this  advice,  and  would 
willingly  have  followed  it;  but  the  men  of  Bruges, 
impatient  to  begin  the  fight,  would  not  wait, 
faying,  they  would  foon  defeat  them  and  return 
back  to  their  town. 

Notwithftanding  the  orders  of  the  men  at  arms, 
for  the  earl  had  not  lefs  than  eight  hundred  lances, 
knights  and  fquires,  the  bruges  men  began  to 
fhoot  and  to  fire  cannons. 

The  ghent  men,  being  collecled  in  a  body  on 
an  eminence,  fired  at  once  three  hundred  cannon ; 
after  which  they  turned  the  marflr,  and  placed  the 
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bruges  men  with  the  fun  in  their  eyes,  which  much 
diflreffed  them,  and  then  fell  upon  them,  Ihouting 
out,  '  Ghent !'  The  moment  the  men  of  Bruges 
heard  the  cannon  and  the  cry  of  Ghent,  and  faw 
them  marching  to  attack  them  in  front,  they,  like 
cowards,  opened  their  ranks,  and,  letting  the  ghent 
menpafs  without  making  a;iy  defence,  flung  down 
their  ftaves  and  ran  away. 

The  ghent  men  were  in  clofe  order,  and,  per- 
ceiving their  enemies  were  defeated,  began  to 
knock  down  and  kill  on  all  fides.  They  advanced 
with  a  quick  flep,  fhouting,  '  Ghent !'  and  faying, 
'  Let  us  purfue  brifkly  our  enemies,  who  are  de- 
feated, and  enter  the  town  with  them  :  God  eyes 
us  this  day  with  looks  of  pity.' 

They  followed  thofe  of  Bruges  with  To  much 
courage  that,  whenever  they  knocked  down  or 
killed  any  one,  they  marched  on  without  halting 
or  quitting  the  purfuit,  whilfl  the  men  of  Bruges 
fled  with  the  hafle  of  a  defeated  army.  I  mufl 
fay,  that  at  this  place  there  were  multitudes  of 
flain,  wounded  and  thrown  down ;  for  they  miade 
no  defence,  and  never  were  fuch  cowardly  wretches 
as  thofe  of  Bruges,  or  who  more  weakly  or  re- 
creantly  behaved  themfelves,  after  all  their  infolence 
when  they  firft  took  the  field.  Some  may  wifh 
to  excufe  them  by  fuppofing  there  might  have  been 
treafon,  which  caufed  this  defeat.  This  was  not 
fo  ;  but  fuch  poor  and  weak  condud  fell  on  their 
own  heads. 
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CHAP.  XVIL 

BrflUGES  IS  TAKEN  BY  THE  GHENT  ARMY.— THE  EARL 
OF  FLANDERS  SAVES  HIMSELF  IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  A 
POOR  WOMAN. 

"VI^HEN  the  earl  of  Flanders  and  the  men  at 
arms  faw  that,  by  the  miferable  defence  of 
the  men  of  Bruges,  they  had  caufed  their  own 
defeat,  and  that  there  was  not  any  remedy  for  it, 
for  every  man  was  running  away  as  fafl  as  he 
could,  they  were  much  furprifed,  and  began  to  be 
alarmed  for  themfelves,  and  to  make  off  in  different 
direftions.  It  is  true,  that  had  they  feen  any  pro- 
bability of  recovering  the  lofs  which  the  bruges 
men  were  fuffering,  they  would  have  done  fome 
deeds  of  arms,  by  which  they  might  have  rallied 
them  a  little  :  but  they  faw  it  was  hopelefs,  for 
they  were  flying  to  Bruges  in  all  directions,  and 
neither  the  fon  waited  for  the  father  nor  the  father 
for  his  child. 

The  men  at  arms,  therefore,  began  to  break 
their  ranks.  Few  had  any  defire  to  return  to 
Bruges,  for  the  crowd  was  fo  great  on  the  road 
thither  that  it  was  painful  to  fee  and  hear  the  com- 
plaints of  the  wounded  and  hurt.  The  men  of 
Ghent  were  clofe  at  their  heels,  fliouting  out, 
«  Ghent,  Ghent !'  knocking  down  all  that  ob- 
flruded  them.     The  greater  part  of  thefe  men  at 
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arms  had  never  before  been  in  fuch  peril :  even 
the  earl  was  advifed  to  make  for  Bruges,  and  to 
have  the  gates  clofed  and  guarded,  fo  that  the 
ghent  men  fliould  not  be  able  to  force  them  and 
become  mafters  of  the  town. 

The  earl  of  Flanders  faw  no  help  for  his  men, 
who  were  flying  on  all  fides,  and,  as  it  was  now 
dark  night,  followed  this  advice  and  took  the  road 
to  Bruges,  his  banner  difplayed  before  him.  He 
entered  the  gates  one  of  the  firjflj  with  about  forty- 
others,  for  no  more  had  followed  him.  He  ordered 
guards  to  defend  the  gates  if  the  ghent  men  Ihould 
come  thither,  and  then  rode  to  his  palace,  from 
whence  he  iffued  a  proclamation,  that  every  perfon, 
under  pain  of  death,  fhould  aflemble  in  the  market- 
place. The  intention  of  the  earl  was  to  fave  the 
town  by  this  means ;  but  it  did  not  fucceed,  as  you 
Ihall  hear. 

While  the  earl  was  in  his  palace,  and  had  fent  the 
clerks  of  the  different  trades  from  ftreet  to  ftreet, 
to  haflen  the  inhabitants  to  the  market-place,  in 
order  to  preferve  the  city,  the  men  of  Ghent,  hav- 
ing clofely  purfued  their  enemies,  entered  the  town 
with  them,  and  inflantly  made  for  the  market- 
place, without  turning  to  the  right  or  left,  where 
they  drew  themfelves  up  in  array. 

Sir  Robert  Marefchaut,  one  of  the  earl's  knights, 
had  been  fent  to  the  gates,  to  fee  they  were  guarded : 
but,  while  the  earl  was  planning  means  for  defend- 
ing the  town,  fir  Robert  found  a  gate  flung  off"  its 
hinges,  and  the  ghent  men  mafleis  of  it.  Some 
of  the  citizens  iaid  to  him  ;  '  Robert,  Robert,  re- 
turn 
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tiirn  and  fave  yourfelf^  if  you  can,  for  the  ghent 
men  have  taken  the  town/ 

The  knight  returned  as  fpeedily  as  he  could  to 
the  earl,  whom  he  met  coming  out  of  his  palace 
on  horfeback,  with  a  number  of  torches.  The 
knight  told  him  what  he  had  heard;  but,  notwith- 
ftanding  this,  the  earl,  anxious  to  defend  the  town, 
advanced  tov/ard  the  market-place,  and  as  he  was 
entering  it  with  a  number  of  torches,  fliouting  out, 
'  Flanders  for  the  Lyon  !  Flanders  for  the  Earl  1' 
thofe  near  his  horfe  and  about  his  perfon,  feeing 
the  place  full  of  ghent  men,  faid, — '  My  lord,  re- 
turn ;  for  if  you  advance  further  you  will  be  flain, 
or  at  the  bed  made  prifoner  by  your  enemies,  as 
they  are  drawn  up  in  the  fquare  and  are  waiting 
for  you.' 

They  told  him  truth  ;  for  the  ghent  men,  feeing 
the  great  blaze  of  torches  in  the  ftreet,  faid, — *  Here 
comes  my  lord,  here  comes  the  earl :  how  he  falls 
into  our  hands  !*  Philip  von  Artaveld  had  given 
orders  to  his  men,  that  if  the  earl  fhould  come, 
every  care  was  to  be  taken  to  preferve  him  from 
harm,  in  order  that  he  might  be  carried  alive  and 
in  good  health  to  Ghent,  when  they  Ihould  be  able 
to  obtain  what  peace  they  chofe. 

The  earl  had  entered  the  fquare,  near  to  where 
the  ghent  men  were  drawn  up,  when  feveral 
people  came  to  him  and  faid, — '  My  lord,  do  not 
come  further  ;  for  the  ghent  men  are  mafters  of 
the  market-place  and  of  the  town,  and  if  you 
advance,  you  will  run  a  rifk  of  being  taken. 
Numbers  of  them  are   now  fearching  for  their 
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enemies  from  ftreet  to  ftreet,  and  many  of  the  men 
of  Bruges  have  joined  them,  who  conduct  thenv 
from  hotel  to  hotel  to  feek  thofe  whom  they  want. 
You  cannot  pafs  any  of  the  gates  without  danger 
of  being  killed,  for  they  are  in  their  pofleflion ; 
nor  can  you  return  to  your  palace,  for  a  large  rout 
of  ghent  men  have  marched  thither.' 

When  the  earl  heard  this  fpeech,  which  was 
heart-breaking  as  you  may  guefs,  he  began  to  be 
much  alarmed  and  to  fee  the  peril  he  was  in.  He 
refolved  to  follow  the  advice  of  not  going  further, 
and  to  fave  himfelf  if  he  could,  which  was  con- 
firmed by  his  own  judgment.  He  ordered  the 
torches  to  be  extinguiflied,  and  faid  to  thofe  about 
him, — '  I  fee  clearly  that  affairs  are  without  remedy: 
I  therefore  give  permiffion  for  every  one  to  depart 
and  fave  himfelf  in  the  beft  manner  he  can.' 
His  orders  were  obeyed.  The  torches  were  put 
our,  and  thrown  in  the  flreets ;  and  all  who  were 
in  company  with  the  earl  feparated  and  went 
away.  He  himfelf  went  to  a  bye-ftre^t,  where  he 
was  difarmed  by  his  fervant,  and,  throwing  down 
his  clothes,  put  on  his  fervant 's,  faying, — '  Go 
about  thy  bufinefs,  and  fave  thyfelf  if  thou  canft  ; 
but  be  fileat  if  thou  fall  into  the  hands  of  my 
enemies ;  and  if  they  aik  thee  any  thing  about  me, 
do  not  give  them  any  information.'  *  My  lord,' 
replied  the  valet,  '  I  will  fooner  die.' 

The  earl  of  Flanders  thus  remained  alone,  and 
it  may  be  truly  faid  he  was  in  the  greatefl  danger  ; 
for  it  was  over  with  him  if  he  had  at  that  hour,  by 
any  accident,  fallen  into  the  hands   of  the  mob, 
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who  were  going  up  and  down  the  ftreets,  fearching 
every  houfe  for  the  friends  of  the  earl ;  and  whom- 
foever  they  found  they  carried  before  Philip  von 
Artaveld  and  the  other  captains  in  the  market- 
place, when  they  were  inftantly  put  to  death.  It 
was  God  alone  who  watched  over  him,  and  deli- 
vered him  from  this  peril :  for  no  one  had  ever 
before  been  in  fuch  imminent  danger,  as  I  Ihall 
prefently  relate. 

The  earl  inwardly  bewailed  his  fituation  from 
flreet  to  ftreet  at  this  late  hour,  for  it  was  a  litde 
pafled  midnight,  and  he  dared  not  enter  any  houfe, 
left  he  ihould  be  feized  by  the  mobs  of  Ghent  and 
Bruges.  Thus,  as  he  was  rambling  through  the 
flreets,  he  at  laft  entered  the  houfe  of  a  poor 
woman,  a  very  unfit  habitation  for  fuch  a  lord,  as 
there  were  neither  halls  nor  apartments,  but  a 
fmall  houfe,  dirty  and  fmoky,  and  as  black  as  jet : 
there  was  only  in  this  place,  one  poor  chamber, 
over  which  was  a  fort  of  garret  that  was  entered 
by  means  of  a  ladder  of  feven  fteps,  where,  on  a 
miferable  bed,  the  children  of  this  woman  lay. 

The  earl  entered  this  houfe  with  fear  and 
trembling,  and  faid  to  the  woman,  who  was  alfo 
much  frightened, — '  Woman,  fave  me  :  I  am  thy 
lord,  the  earl  of  Flanders  j  but  at  this  moment  I 
muft  hide  myfelf,  for  my  enemies  are  in  purfuit 
of  me;  and  I  will  handfomely  reward  thee  for  the 
favour  thou  fheweft  me.* 

The  poor  woman  knew  him  well,  for  fhe  had 
frequently  received  alms  at  his  door;  and  had 
often  feen  him  pafs  and  repafs,  when  he  was  going 
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to  fome  amufement,  or  hunting.  -  She  was  ready 
with  her  anfwers,  in  which  God  affifted  the  earl : 
for  had  fhe  delayed  it  ever  fo  little,  they  would 
have  found  him  in  converfation  with  her  by  the 
fire-fide.  '  My  lord,  mount  this  ladder,  and  get 
under  the  bed  in  which  my  children  fleep.'  This 
he  did,  while  fhe  employed  herfelf  by  the  fire-fide, 
with  another  child  in  a  cradle. 

The  earl  of  Flanders  mounted  the  ladder  as 
quickly  as  he  could,  and,  getting  between  the  ftraw 
and  the  coverlid,  hid  himfelf,  and  contracted  his 
body^into  as  little  fpace  as  poffible.  He  had  fcarcely 
done  fo,  when  fome  '■)f  the  mob  of  Ghent  entered 
the  houfe  ;  for  one  of  them  had  faid,  he  had  feen 
a  man  go  in  there.  They  found  this  woman  fitting 
by  the  fire,  nurfing  her  child,  of  whom  they  de- 
manded, '  Woman,  where  is  the  man  we  faw  enter 
this  houfe,  and  fnut  the  door  after  him  ?*  '  By 
my  troth,'  replied  flie,  ^  I  have  not  feen  any  one 
enter  here  this  night ;  but  I  have  jufl  been  at  the 
door  to  throw  out  fome  water,  which  I  then  fliut 
after  me;  bcfides,  I  have  not  any  place  to  hide  him 
in,  for  you  fee  the  whole  of  this  houfe  :  here  is  my 
bed,  and  my  children  fleep  overhead.' 

Upon  this  one  of  them  took  a  candle,  and 
mounted  the  ladder,  and,  thrufling  his  head  into 
the  place,  faw  nothing  but  the  wretched  bed  in 
which  the  children  were  afleep.  ?Ie  looked  all 
about  him,  above  and  below,  and  then  faid  to  his 
companions,  'Come,  come,  let  us  go:  we  only 
lofe  our  time  here:  the  poor  woman  fpeaks  truth  : 
there  is  not  a  foul  but  herfelf  and  her  children.' 

On 


103 

On  faying  this,  they  left  the  houfe  and  went  into 
another  quarter ;  and  no  one  afterwards  entered  it, 
who  had  bad  intentions. 

The  earl  of  Flanders,  hearing  all  this  converfa- 
tion  as  he  lay  hid,  you  may  eafily  imagine,  was  in 
the  greatefl  fear  of  his  life.  In  the  morning  he 
could  have  faid  he  was  one  of  the  moft:  powerful 
princes  in  Chriflendom,  and  that  fame  night  he 
felt  himfelf  one  of  the  fmalleft.  One  may  truly 
fay,  that  the  fortunes  of  this  world  are  not  liable. 
It  was  fortunate  for  him  to  fave  his  life ;  and  this 
miraculous  efcape  ought  to  be  to  him  a  remem- 
brance his  whole  lifetime. 

We  will  now  leave  the  earl  of  Flanders,  and 
fpeak  of  Bruges,  and  how  the  ghent  men  profpered. 


CHAP.  XVIII. 

THE  GHENT  MEiV  SPARE  THE  FOREIGN  MERCHANTS  IN 

BRUGES. THE  EAKL  OF  FLANDERS  QUITS  BRUGES, 

AND  RETURNS    TO  LILLE,    WHITHER    SOME    OF  HIS 
PEOPLE  HAD  ALREADY  RETREATED. 

"pRANCIS  Atremen  was  one  of  the  principal 
leaders  of  the  mob.  He  was  ordered  by 
Philip  von  Artaveld  and  Peter  du  Bois,  to  fearch 
the  town  of  Bruges,  and  guard  the  market-place, 
until  they  fhould  find  themfelves  complete  mailers 
of  the  town.    He  was  particularly  commanded  to 
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fuffer  no  harm  to  be  done  to  foreign  merchants, 
or  other  flrangers  then  at  Bruges,  for  they  had 
nothing  to  do  with  their  quarrels.  This  order 
was  very  well  obferved,  and  neither  Francis  nor 
any  of  his  company  did  the  fmalieft  hurt  to  a 
foreigner. 

The  fearch  of  the  ghent  men  was  efpecially 
directed  to  the  four  trades,  of  jerkin-makers,  glafs- 
men,  butchers  and  fifliermen ;  for  they  had  re- 
folved  to  put  to  death  all  whom  they  fhould  find 
of  thefe  different  trades,  becaufe  they  had  been 
partifans  of  the  earl  of  Flanders  at  Oudenarde,  and 
other  places.  They  fought  for  them  every  where, 
and  when  they  found  any,  they  were  killed  without 
mercy. 

There  were  upwards  of  twelve  hundred,  one 
with  the  other,  flain  this  night ;  and  many  murders 
and  robberies  committed,  which  were  never  known; 
feveral  houfes  robbed,  and  women  and  girls 
violated ;  coffers  broken  open,  and  a  variety  of 
wicked  deeds  done;  infomuch,  that  the  pooreft  of 
the  ghent  army  became  very  rich. 

On  the  Monday  morning  the  happy  news,  of 
the  defeat  of  the  earl  and  his  army,  was  brought 
to  Ghent ;  that  their  men  had  not  only  conquered 
them,  but  alfo  the  town  of  Bruges,  of  which  they 
were  now  mailers.  You  may  guefs  the  joy  the 
people  felt,  who  had  been  fo  lately  in  the  greateft 
tribulation:  they  made  many  procefiions  to  the 
church  to  return  thankfgivings  to  God  for  the 
inercy  he  had  fhewn  them,  and  for  the  vidlory  he 
had  -given  to  their  army.     Every  day  there  came 

good 
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good  news,  which  fo  much  delighted  them,  they 
hardly  knew  what  they  were  about.  I  mention, 
this ;  for  had  the  lord  de  Harzelles,  who  had  re- 
mained in  Ghent,  marched  that  Sunday,  or  the 
Monday  morning,  with  three  or  four  thoufand 
men  to  Oudenarde,  he  would  inftaiitly  have  con- 
quered it:  they  were  in  fuch  confternation  at  the 
fuccefs  of  the  ghent  men,  that  they  were  on  the 
point  of  quitting  the  town,  to  fave  themfelves  in 
Hainault,  or  elfewhere,  and  had  made  preparations 
for  fo  doing.  But  when  they  perceived  the  ghent 
people  did  not  come,  nor  had  any  intelligence  re- 
fpecling  them,  they  recovered  their  courage.  The 
knights  who  were  there,  fuch  as  fir  John  Bernage, 
fir  Thierry  du  Ban,  and  fir  Fieuriant  de  Heurlee, 
guarded  and  comforted  them,  until  the  arrival  of 
fir  Damos  de  Haluin,  who  was  fent  thither  by  the 
carl,  as  I  fliall  relate  when  I  come  to  that  period. 

No  people  ever  behaved  themfelves  better  to- 
wards their  enemies  than  the  men  of  Ghent  did  to 
thofe  of  Bruges,  nor  conducted  themfelves  more 
gracioufly  to  a  conquered  town  :  they  did  no  harm 
to  any  of  the  fmall  tradefmen  unlefs  there  were 
very  ftrong  accufations  againft  them. 

When  Philip  von  Artaveld,  Peter  du  Bois  and 
the  other  captains  faw  they  were  completely  mailers 
of  the  place,  they  ifTued  out  a  proclamation  in 
their  name  for  all  perfons  to  retire  to  their  houfes, 
and  that  no  one  fhould  break  open  or  pillage  any 
houfe,  nor  be  any  way  inftrumental  in  raifing  of 
riots,  under  pain  of  death. 

They  then  inquired  what  had  become  of  the 
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earl:  fome  faid,  he  had  left  the  town  on  Saturday 
night ;  others  that  he  was  yet  in  Bruges,  but  fa 
clofely  hid  that  he  could  not  be  found.  The 
captains  of  the  ghent  army  paid  no  great  attention 
to  him  ;  for  they  were  fo  rejoiced  at  their  viftory 
that  they  thought  nothing  of  any  earl,  baron  or 
knight  in  Flanders,  and  looked  on  themfelves  as 
fo  mighty  that  all  the  world  muft  obey  them. 

Philip  von  Artaveld  and  Peter  du  Bois  confidered, 
that  when  they  had  quitted  Ghent,  they  had  left  it 
deftitute  of  all  provifion,  for  there  was  neither  corn 
nor  wine  in  the  town:  they  inilantly  detached  a 
large  party  to  Damme  and  Sluys  to  gain  thofe 
towns,  and  the  provifions  which  were  in  them,  in 
order  to  fupply  their  fellow-citizens  in  Ghent. 

On  the  detachment  arriving  at  Damme,  the  gates 
were  thrown  open,  and  the  town  with  all  in  it 
furrendered.  They  ordered  out  of  the  fine  cellars 
the  wines  of  Foitou,  Gafcony,  and  la  Rochelle,  and 
from  other  diftant  countries,  to  the  amount  of  fix 
thoufand  tuns,  which  they  loaded  on  carriages  and 
fent  by  land  to  Ghent,  and  alfo  by  boats  on  the 
river  Lis. 

They  then  marched  on  to  Sluys,  which  inilantly 
fdbmitted  to  them  and  opened  its  gates.  They 
found  there  great  quantities  of  cafks  of  corn  and 
Hour,  in  Ihips  and  in  the  ftorehoufes  of  foreign 
merchants,  and  having  paid  for  the  whole,  fent  it 
by  land  and  water  to  Ghent.  Thus  was  Ghent 
delivered  from  famine,  through  the  mercy  of  God. 
It  could  not  have  happened  otherwife,  and  well 
ought  the  ghent  men  to  remember  itj  for  that 

God 
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God  affifted  them  is  very  clear^  when  five  thoufand 
famifhed  men  defeated  forty  thoufand,  even  before 
their  own  doors.  They  and  their  leaders  ought  to 
have  humbled  themfelves  ;  however  they  did  not, 
but  rather  increafed  their  pride,  infomuch  that 
God  was  angered  with  them,  and  puniflied  their 
folly  before  the  year  was  expired,  as  fhall  be  related 
in  the  courfe  of  this  hiftory,  for  an  example  to  the 
refl  of  the  world. 

I  was  informed,  and  believe  my  authority  good, 
that  on  the  Sunday  evening,  when  it  was  dark,  the 
earl  of  Flanders  efcaped  from  Bruges.  I  am  igno- 
rant hov/  he  accompliflied  it,  or  if  he  had  any 
alTiftance,  but  fome  I  believe  he  mufl  have  had. 
He  got  out  of  the  town  on  foot,  clad  in  a  miferable 
jerkin,  and  when  in  the  fields  was  quite  joyous,  as 
he  might  then  fay  he  had  efcaped  from  the  utmoft 
peril.  He  wandered  about  at  firfl,  and  came  to  a 
thorn  bufn,  to  confider  whither  he  fhould  go ;  for 
he  was  unacquainted  with  the  roads  or  country, 
having  never  before  travelled  on  foot. 

At  he  lay  thus  hid  under  the  bufh,  he  heard 
fome  one  talk,  who  by  accident  was  one  of  his 
knights,  that  had  married  a  ballard  daughter  of 
his:  his  name  was  fir  Robert  Marefchaut.  The 
earl,  hearing  him  talk  as  he  was  pafling,  faid  to 
him,  '  Robert,  art  thou  there?'  The  knight,  who 
well  knew  his  voice,  replied ;  *  My  lord,  you  have 
this  day  given  me  great  uneafmefs  in  feeking  for 
you  all  round  Bruges:  how  were  you  able  to 
efcape  ?'  '  Come,  come,  Robert,'  faid  the  earl : 
*  this  is  not  a  time  to  tell  one's  adventures :  endea- 
vour 
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tour  to  get  me  a  horfe,  for  I  am  tired  with  walk- 
ing, and  take  the  road  to  Lille,  if  thou  knoweft 
it/  '  My  lord,'  anfwered  the  knight,  '  I  know  it 
well.*  They  then  travelled  all  that  night  and  the 
morrow  until  early  morn,  before  they  could  pro- 
cure a  horfe.  The  firfl  beaft  they  could  find  was 
a  mare,  belonging  to  a  poor  man  in  a  village. 

The  earl  mounted  the  mare,  without  faddle  or 
bridle,  and,  travelling  all  Monday,  came,  towards 
evening,  to  the  caftle  of  Lille,  whither  the  greater 
part  of  his  knights  who  had  efcaped  from  the 
battle  of  Bruges  had  retired.  They  had  got  off 
as  well  as  they  could  ;  fome  on  foot,  others  on 
horfeback ;  but  all  did  not  follow  this  road  :  fome 
went  by  water  to  Holland  and  Zealand,  where 
they  remained  until  they  received  better  news. 

Sir  Guy  de  Guiftelles  was  fortunate  in  getting 
into  a  good  fituation  ;  for  he  found  the  count  Guy 
de  Blois  in  one  of  his  towns  in  Zealand,  who  hand- 
fomely  entertained  him,  and  gave  him  wherewithal 
to  remount  and  equip  himfelf  again,  retaining  him 
with  him  as  long  as  he  chofe  to  flay.  In  a  fmiilar 
manner  were  the  difcomfited  knights  remounted 
by  thofe  lords  to  whom  they  had  fled  :  they  took 
great  compafTion  on  them,  which  was  but  juflice, 
for  nobles  and  gentlemen  ought  to  be  allifled  and 
comforted  by  each  other. 
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CHAP.  XIX. 

THE  CONDUCT  OF  THE  GHENT  MEN  AT  BRUGES. ALL 

THE    TOWNS    IN    FLANDERS    SURRENDER    TO    THEM 
EXCEPT    OUDENARDE. 

"MEWS  was  fpread  through  all  countries  of  the 
defeat  which  the  earl  of  Flanders  and  the  city 
of  Bruges  had  fuffered  from  Ghent.  Many  were 
rejoiced  at  it,  more  particularly  the  common  peo- 
ple. Thofe  in  the  principal  towns  of  Brabant  and 
the  bifhoprick  of  Liege  were  fo  much  connedled 
with  them  that  they  were  the  more  pleafed,  as  it 
was  partly  their  own  concern.  Thofe  of  Paris  and 
Rouen  were  equally  delighted,  though  they  dared 
not  fliew  it  openly. 

When  pope  Clement  heard  the  news^  he  mufed 
awhile  and  then  faid,  that  this  defeat  was  a  rod 
from  God,  to  make  the  earl  take  warning,  and 
that  he  had  fent  him  this  affliction,  becaufe  he  had 
rebelled  againfl  him. 

Several  great  lords  In  France,  and  other  coun- 
tries, faid,  the  earl  was  not  much  to  be  pitied  if 
he  fuffered  a  little  ;  for  his  prefumptlon  was  fuch, 
that  he  neither  valued  nor  loved  any  neighbouring 
lord,  however  great,  neither  king  of  France  nor 
other,  if  not  agreeable  to  him  j  on  which  account 
they  felt  the  lefs  for  his  diftreffes.     Thus  it  falls 

out 
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out ;  and  as  the  proverb  fays,  *  On  him  to  whom 
misfortune  happens,  every  one  turns  his  back.' 

The  town  of  Louvain,  in  particular,  fliewed  great 
joy  at  the  victory  of  Ghent,  and  the  misfortunes 
of  the  earl ;  for  they  were  quarrelling  with  the 
duke  of  Brabant,  their  lord,  who  was  inclined  to 
make  war  on  them,  and  pull  down  their  gates ; 
but  they  thought  he  would  do  better  to  remain 
quiet.  They  publicly  faid  in  the  town  of  Louvain, 
ju-that  if  Ghent  were  as  near  to  them  as  Bruifels, 
they  would  be  clofely  united. 

All  thefe  fpeeches  were  carried  to  the  duke 
and  duchefs  of  Brabant ;  but  it  behoved  them  to 
Ihut  their  eyes  and  ears,  for  it  was  not  the  moment 
to  notice  them. 

The  ghent  men,  during  their  refidence  at  Bruges, 
made  many  innovations.  They  refolved  to  level 
two  gates  and  the  v/alls,  a-'' '  to  fill  up  the  ditches 
with  them,  that  the  inhabitants  might  be  difabled 
from  rebelling.  They  alio  determined,  when  they 
marched  away,  to  tal  e  with  them  five  hundred  of 
the  principal  citizens  to  Ghent,  to  keep  the  town 
in  greater  fear  and  fubjeclion. 

Whilft  the  leaders  were  thus  employed  in 
deftroying  the  gates  and  walls,  and  filUng  the 
ditches,  they  fent  detachments  to  Ypres,  Courtray, 
Bergues,  CafTel,  Poperingue,  Bourbourg,  and  to 
all  the  towns  and  caftles,  in  Flanders,  on  the  fea- 
coaft,  and  dependant  on  Bruges,  to  place  them 
under  their  obedience,  and  to  bring  or  fend  the 
keys  of  the  caftles  and  towns,  as  a  token  of  their 
fubmiflion.     All  obeyed  j  for  none  dared  to  op- 
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pofe  them  :  ?.ncl,  according  to  the  fuminons,  thej 
waited  on  Philip  von  Artaveld,  and  Peter  du  Bois. 
at  Bruges.  Thefe  two  fliled  themfelves  com- 
manders in  chief  in  their  proclamations ;  but  par- 
ticularly Philip  von  Artaveld,  who  took  the  lead 
in  the  government  of  Flanders,  and,  during  his 
refidence  at  Bruges,  kept  the  (late  of  a  prince. 
Ke  had  his  minftrels  daily  to  play  before  him  at 
his  dinners  and  fuppers ;  and  was  ferved  on  plate, 
as  if  he  had  been  earl  of  Flanders.  Indeed  he 
might  well  live  in  this  magnificent  manner,  for  he 
had  pofleffed  himfelf  of  all  the  plate,  both  gold, 
and  fiiver,  -  that  had  belonged  to  the  earl,  as  well 
as  the  jewels,  and  furniture  of  his  apartments, 
found  in  his  palace  at  Bruges,  whence  nothing  had 
been  faved. 

A  detachment  of  the  ghent  men  was  fent  to 
IVIarle,  a  handfome  houfe  belonging  to  the  earl, 
fituated  half  a  league  from  Bruges,  where  they 
committed  all  forts  of  outrages.  They  dedroyed 
the  houfe,  and  broke  the  font  at  which  the  earl 
had  been  baptifed ;  and,  having  laden  on  carts 
every  thing  that  was  precious,  of  gold,  filver  or 
jewels,  fent  them  to  Ghent.  During  a  v/hole 
fortnight,  there  were  upwards  of  two  hundred 
carts  daily  going  and  returning  from  Bruges  to 
Ghent,  with  the  immenfe  pillage  which  Philip  von 
Artaveld  and  the  ghent  men  had  made  by  this 
conquefl  of  Bruges ;  the  value  of  which  was  fo 
great,  that  it  was  difficult  to  eftimate  its  worth. 

When  the  ghent  men  had  done  every  thing 
they  willed  to  the  city  of  Bruges,  they  fent  to 
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Ghent  five  hundred  of  its  principal  citizens,  to 
remain  there  as  hoftages.  Francis  Atremen  and 
Peter  le  Nuitre,  efcorted  them  with  a  thoufand  of 
their  men.  Peter  du  Bois  remained  governor  of 
Bruges,  until  the  walls,  gates  and  ditches,  were 
completely  levelled.  Then  Philip  von  Artaveld 
departed,  taking  the  road  towards  Ypres  ;  where, 
on  his  arrival,  he  was  met  by  all  manner  of  per- 
fons,  and  received  with  as  much  honour  as  if  he 
were  their  natural  lord,  who  had  come,  for  the  firfh 
time,  to  view  his  inheritance. 

All  fubmitied  to  his  obedience.  He  renewed 
the  powers  of  the  mayor  and  flieriffs, and  eftablillied 
new  laws.  Then  came  thofe  of  the  calllewicks, 
beyond  Ypres,  CaffeljBergues,  Bourbourg,  Furnes, 
Poperingue,  who  fubmitted  to^  him,  and  fwore  al- 
legiance and  homage,  as  to  their  lord,  the  earl  of 
Flanders. 

When  he  had  fully  aflured  himfelf  of  their  fub- 
miflion,  and  had  remained  eight  days  at  Ypres,  he 
departed,  and  went  to  Courtray,  where  he  was  re- 
ceived with  great  joy.  He  continued  there  five 
days,  and  fent  his  fummons  to  the  town  of  Ou- 
denarde,  ordering  the  citizens  to  come  and  fubmit 
themfelves  to  him  ;  for  they  rifked  much,  feeing 
the  whole  country  had  turned  to  Ghent,  while  they 
alone  remained  behind.  The  meflengers  alfo  told 
them  plainly,  that  if  they  did  not  do  as  the  others 
had  done,  they  might  depend  on  having  the  town 
inftantly  befieged ;  and  that  the  fiege  would  not 
be  broken  up  until  it  wer  j  conquered,  and  all  put 
to  the  fword. 
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When  this  fummons  was  brought  to  Oudenarde^ 
the  governor,  fir  Damos  de  Halluin,  was  abfent, 
and  only  the  three  knights  before  inendoned  in 
the  place.  They  rephed,  with  warmth,  '  That  they 
were  not  to  be  frightened  by  the  menaces  of  the 
fon  of  a  brewer  of  Metheglin ;  and  that  they  would 
not,  and  could  not,  furrender,  or  any  way  diminiih, 
the  inheritance  of  their  lord,  the  earl  of  Flanders, 
but  would  guard  and  defend  it  with  their  lives»* 

O 

This  was  the  anfwer  the  meffengers  carried  back 
to  Courtray. 


CHAP.  XX. 


PHILIP    VON  ARTAVELD,    ON  HIS  RETURN  TO    GHENTj 

LIVES  IN  GREAT  POMP. THE  EARL    OF    FLANDERS 

RESIDES  IN  LILLE. 

TT/^HEN  Philip  heard  from  the  garrifon  of  Ou- 
denarde,  that  they  neither  cared  for  him 
nor  for  his  menaces,  he  fwore,  that  whatever  it 
might  coft  the  country  of  Flanders,  he  would  not 
attend  to  any  thing  until  he  had  taken  and  razed 
to  the  ground  the  town  of  Cudenarde.  He  was 
greatly  enraged,  and  thought  he  might  eafily  ac- 
complifh  his  threats  j  for  all  Flanders  was  inclined 
to  ferve  him. 

After  u  refidence  of  fix  days  at  Courtray,  where 
he  renewed  the  laws,  and  received  the  homage 

VojuVI.  I  and 


114 

and  allegiance  of  every  one,  jufl  as  If  he  had  been 
earl  of  Flanders,  he  returned  to  Ghent.  There 
came  out  a  grand  proceffion  to  meet  him,  and 
with  fuch  joy  that  the  earl,  their  lord,  was  never 
received  fo  honourably.  The  people  adored  him 
as  if  he  had  been  their  god,  becaufe,  through  his 
advice,  their  town  enjoyed  fuch  power  and  wealth. 
It  is  Impoflible  to  tell  the  vafl  quantities  of  valuables 
which  came  thither  by  land  and  water  from 
Bruges,  Damme  and  Sluys.  The  bread,  which 
three  weeks  before  was  fold  for  an  old  groat,  was 
now  not  worth  more  than  four  farthings.  The 
wine  which  was  at  twenty-four  groats,  was  now 
fold  for  two.  All  things  were  much  cheaper  at 
Ghent  than  at  Tournay  or  Valenciennes. 

Philip  von  Artaveld,  hke  a  great  prince,  kept  a 
magnificent  eftablifhment  of  horfes,  and  was  as 
grand  in  his  hotel,  as  the  earl  of  Flanders  was  at 
Lille.  He  had  his  officers  throughout  Flanders, 
fuch  as  bailiffs,  governors,  receivers  and  ferjeants, 
who  every  week  brought  confiderable  fums  to 
Ghent,  where  he  kept  his  date,  and  was  clothed  in 
fcarlet  robes  lined  with  furs,  like  the  duke  of 
Brabant  or  earl  of  Hainault.  He  had  alfo  his 
exchequer-chamber,  where  the  money  was  paid, 
like  to  the  earl ;  and  he  gave  dinners  and  fuppers 
to  the  ladies  and  damfels  of  Ghent,  as  the  earl 
ufed  to  do  J  and,  like  him,  was  not  more  fparing 
of  his  money  where  his  pleafures  were  concerned. 
■  When  he  wrote,  he  figned  himfelf  Philip  von 
Artaveld,  regent  of  Flanders. 

During  this  time,  the  earl  of  Flanders,  who  re- 
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fided  at  Lille,  had  reafon  to  be  thoughtful,  feeing 
that  his  country  was  more  than  ever  in  rebellion 
againft  him,  and  that  from  himfelf  alone  he  had 
not  any  hopes  of  recovering  it  j  for  all  the  towns 
were  fo  much  connected  with  each  other  'that  they 
could  never  be  feparated  but  by  a  very  fuperior 
force.  The  whole  country  no  more  fpoke  of  him, 
nor  acknowledged  him  for  their  lord,  than  if  he 
had  never  exifted.  He  now  remembered  his  con- 
nection with  the  duke  of  Burgundy,  who  had 
married  the  lady  Margaret  his  daughter,  by  whom 
he  had  two  fine  children.  He  faid,  he  was  happy 
king  Charles  was  dead,  and  that  there  was  a  young 
king  in  France  under  the  guardianfliip  of  his  uncle 
the  duke  of  Burgundy,  who  would  manage  and 
govern  him  according  to  his  incHnations.  It 
will  be  therefore  natural  for  the  king  of  France,  as 
I  fhould  fuppofe,  to  be  enraged  againft  my  rebel- 
lious fubje6ls ;  for  he  has  good  inclinations,  and  is 
defirous  of  fignalifmg  himfelf  in  arms.  The  duke 
of  Burgundy  will  eafily  induce  hini  to  do  fo,  when 
he  explains  to  him  their  infolent  pride,  and  that  he 
is  bound  to  afhft  his  vaflals  when  their  fubjeds 
rebel. 

But  fome  imagine  the  king  would  not  have  in- 
terfered in  the  matter,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the 
Intrigues  of  the  duke  of  Burgundy  5  for,  if  nothing 
had  been  done,  he  would  have  annexed  Flanders 
to  the  crown  of  France  by  fome  means  or  other  ; 
for  the  earl  of  Flanders  was  not  enough  in  his 
favour  to  induce  him  to  exert  himfelf  in  his  aid. 
We  will,  however,  drop  atprefent  this  fubjed  until 
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the  proper  time  come,  and  fpeak  of  the  earl  of 
Flanders'  condud  in  Lille. 

After  his  late  great  difcomfiture  before  Brugss, 
he  learnt  that  fir  Thierri  du  Ban,  fir  Fleurant  du 
Hurlee  and  fir  John  Bernage,  had  entered  Oude- 
narde,  and  kept  poffeflion  of  it  during  all  the  events 
which  had  followed  the  defeat  at  Bruges.  He 
well  knew  that  thefe  knights  were  not  in  fufficient 
ftrength  to  oppofe  the  force  of  Flanders,  if  they 
fliould  lay  fiege  to  it,  as  it  was  expefted  they  would 
inilantly  do.  In  order  to  reinforce  and  victual  it, 
he  called  to  him  a  knight,  named  fir  Daniel  de 
Haluyn  *,  and  faid  to  him ;  *  Daniel,  you  will  go 
to  the  town  of  Oudenarde :  I  appoint  you  its 
governor,  and  you  fhall  take  with  you  one  hundred 
and  fifty  lances,  good  men  at  arms,  ®ne  hundred 
crofs-bows,  and  two  hundred  lufty  varlets  with 
pikes  and  fliields.  You  will  be  careful  of  the 
garrifon,  for  1  give  it  loyally  into  your  charge ; 
and  haften  to  vidua!  it  with  corn,  oats,  falted 
meats,  and  wines  from  our  good  friends  and  neigh- 
bours in  the  town  of  Tournay,  who  I  truft  will  not 
fail  us  in  this  urgent  neceffity.* 

5  My  lord,'  replied  the  knight,  '  your  orders 
lliall  be  obeyed;  and  I  accept  the  guard  of  the 
town  of  Oudenarde,  fince  it  pleafes  you  to  com- 
rnand  me.  No  accident  fhall  happen  to  it  through 
any  fault  of  mine.'  *  Daniel,'  faid  the  earl,  '  you 
comfort  me  much  by  what  you  fay.' 


•*  Daniel  de  Haluyn.     This  muft  be  the  perfon  whom  he  be- 
fore calls  Damos,  and  Damaux  de  Haluin. 
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Upon  this,  fir  Daniel  de  Haluyn  took  leave  of 
the  earl  and  went  to  Oudenarde,  which  he  rein- 
forced with  good  men  at  arms,  vi£lualled  it  again, 
and  made  every  other  neceflary  preparation. 


CHAP.  XXI. 

PHILIP    VON    ARTAVELD    AND    THE    GHENT    MEN    LAY 
SIEGE  TO  OUDENARDE. 

T>HILIP,  who  refided  in  Ghent,  hearing  that  the 
garrifon  of  Oudenarde  had  been  reinforced 
with  men  at  arms,  faid  he  would  provide  a  remedy, 
for  fuch  things  were  not  to  be  fufFered  :  it  was  a 
difgrace  to  all  i  landers  that  that  town  fliould  con- 
tinue thus  difobedient.  He  declared  he  would  lay 
liege  to  it,  and  never  march  away  until  he  had 
deftroyed  it,  and  put  to  death  all  who  Ihould  be 
found  within,  knights  and  others.  He  iflued  his 
fummons  through  Flanders,  for  every  one  to  be 
ready  prepared  before  Oudenarde  on  the  Ijth  day 
of  June.  None  dared  difobey  this  fummons: 
thofe  in  the  principal  towns  of  Flanders,  of  the 
Franconate  and  of  Bruges,  made  themfelves  ready, 
and  came  before  Oudenarde,  where  they  extended 
themfelves  in  the  fields,  meadows  and  marfhes 
thereabouts.  Philip,  by  whofe  orders  every  thing 
was  done,  lived  in  great  flate  before  Oudenarde. 

During 
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During  this  time,  he  laid  a  tax  throughout  Flan- 
ders of  four  groats  on  every  fire,  which  were  to  be 
paid  weekly,  by  all  perfons  indifcriminately.  Philip 
gained  large  fums  by  this  tax,  for  no  one  was  ex- 
empted. He  had  his  ferjeants  in  all  parts  of  the 
country,  who  made  both  rich  and  poor  pay  it, 
whether  they  would  or  not. 

It  was  faid  there  were  upwards  of  a  hundred 
thoufand  men  at  this  fiege  of  Oudenarde.  The 
Flemings  drove  into  the  fiver  Scheld  large  flakes, 
fo  that  no  veffels  could  come  from  Tournay  to 
Oudenardej  whilft  they  had  in  their  army  plenty 
of  every  thing  neceffary.  They  had  halls  for 
cloth,  furs  and  merceries ;  every  Saturday  wa,s 
the  market,  to  which  were  brought  from  the  ad- 
jacent villages  all  forts  of  groceries,  fruits,  butter, 
milk,  cheefe,  poultry,  and  other  things.  In  their 
army,  there  were  taverns  as  plenty  as  at  BrufTels, 
where  rhenifh  wines,  and  thofe  of  France,  Gal- 
rigaches  *,  Malmfeys  and  other  foreign  wines 
were  fold  cheap.  Every  one  might  go  thither, 
and  pafs  and  repafs,  without  peril ;  that  is  to  fay, 
thofe  of  Brabant,  Hainault,  Germany  and  of  Liege, 
but  not  thofe  of  France. 

When  fir  Daniel  de  Haluyn  entered  Oudenarde, 
he  laid  in  all  his  preparations  of  (lores  and  provi- 
fion,  which  were  equally  divided  among  the  gar- 
rifon,  each  according  to  a  fixed  ration.  All  the 
horfes  were  fent  away,  and  the  houfes  near  the 
walls   pulled  down,   and  covered  with  earth,  to 

*  Galrigaphcp,— a  fort  of  ftrong  white  wine,  or  liqueur. 
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guard  againft  the  cannon,  of  which  the  enemy  had 
abundance.  The  women  and  children  who  re- 
mained (for  many  were  fent  away)  were  lodged  in 
the  churches  and  monafteries.  No  dog  was  left 
in  the  town,  but  all  were  killed  and  thrown  into 
the  river. 

The  garrlfon  made  many  gallant  failles,  both 
mornings  and  evenings,  doing  great  execution  to 
the  army.  There  were  among  others  two  fquires 
from  Artois,  brothers,  called  Lambert  and  Triftan 
de  Lambres,  who  frequently  performed  very  gal- 
lant deeds  of  arms,  bringing  back  with  them  provi- 
fions  from  the  enemy,  whether  they  would  or  not, 
and  even  prifoners. 

Thus  they  remained  the  whole  fummer.  It 
was  the  intention  of  Philip  and  his  council  to  con- 
tinue until  they  fhould  ftarve  them  out ;  for  it 
would  coft  them  too  many  men  were  they  to  at- 
tempt to  carry  it  by  florm.  They  with  much 
labour  placed  on  the  hill  of  Oudenarde  a  prodi- 
gioully  great  engine,  twenty  feet  wide  and  forty 
long,  which  they  called  a  Mutton,  to  cafl  heavy 
Itones  and  beams  of  timber  into  the  town,  and 
crufli  every  thing  they  fliould  fall  on.  They  had 
alfo,  the  more  to  alarm  the  garrifon,  fired  a 
bombarde  of  a  very  great  fize,  which  was  fifty 
feet  in  length,  and  Ihot  flones  of  an  immenfe 
weight.  When  they  fired  off  this  bombarde,  it 
might  be  heard  five  leagues  off  in  the  day-time, 
and  ten  at  night.  The  report  of  it  was  fo  loud, 
that  it  feemed  as  if  all  the  devils  in  hell  had  broken 
loofe. 

The 
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The  ghent  men  made  likewlfe  another  engine, 
which  they  pointed  againft  the  town,  to  cafl  large 
bars  of  hot  copper.  With  fuch  machines,  as 
cannons,  bombardes,  fows  and  muttons,  did  the 
ghent  army  labour  to  annoy  the  garrifon  of  Oude- 
narde.  They,  however,  comforted  each  other  as 
well  as  they  could,  and  defended  themfelves  againft 
thefe  attacks.  They  made  fallies  three  or  four 
times  a-week,  in  which  they  gained  more  honour 
than  difgrace,  and  alfo  more  profit  than  lofs. 


CHAP.  XXII. 

A  DETACHMENT  OF  THE  GHENT  ARMY  FROM  BEFORE 
OUDENARDE,  IN  OVERRUNNING  THE  LANDS  OF 
THEIR  LORD,  BURN  SOME  VILLAGES  ON  THE  FRON- 
TIERS OF  FRANCE,  WHICH  CAUSES  A  WAR  BETWEEN 
THE  KING  OF  FRANCE  AND  THEM. 

T^HILST  the  fiege  of  Oudenarde  was  going 
forward,  eleven  hundred  men  left  the  army, 
with  a  determination  to  fcour  the  country,  and  to 
ruin  and  deflroy  the  houfes  of  thofe  knights  who, 
having  quitted  Flanders,  had  eftablifhed  themfelves, 
with  their  wives  and  families,  in  Hainaulc,  Brabant, 
and  in  Artois.  They  accomplifhed  their  purpofe  j 
for  this  detachment  committed  great  damage 
throughout  Flanders,  not  leaving  any  houfe  of  a 
gentleman  unburnt,  or  Handing,    They  then  came 
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again  to  Marie,  the  houfe  of  the  earl,  and  com- 
pletely deflroyed  it.  They  found  there  the  cradle 
in  which  he  had  been  nurfed,  and  the  bathing  tub 
in  which  he  had  been  waflied,  both  of  which  they 
entirely  demolifhed.  They  pulled  down  the  chapel, 
carrying  away  with  them  the  bell  to  Bruges,  where 
they  met  Peter  du  Bols^  and  Peter  le  Nuitre,  who 
entertained  them  well,  and  told  them  they  had 
performed  good  fervices. 

When  thefe  men  had  refrefiied  themfelves,  they 
took  the  road  to  the  bridge  of  Warnellon,  crofled 
the  river  Lis,  and  came  before  Lille,  where  they 
deflroyed  fome  windmills  and  fet  fire  to  other 
villages  of  Flanders.  Upwards  of  four  thoufand 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Lille  armed  themfelves,  and 
fallied  out  on  horfeback  aad  on  foot,  after  thefe 
marauders,  whom  they  foon  overtook,  flew  many 
and  feized  others,  who  had  afterwards  their  heads 
ftruck  off  in  Lille  ;  but,  had  they  been  well  pur- 
fued,  not  one  of  them  wo  uld  have  efcaped.  Not* 
withflanding  this  check,  the  detachment  from  the 
ghent  army  entered  the  country  of  Tournay,  where 
they  did  much  mifchief,  and  burnt  the  town  of 
Sechlin,  and  fome  of  the  adjacent  villages  which 
belong  to  the  kingdom  of  France.  They  then 
returned,  with  a  very  confiderable  booty,  to  the 
fiege  of  Oudenarde. 

News  was  carried  to  the  duke  of  Burgundy,  at 
Bapaume  in  Artois,  how  the  ghent  men  had  piU 
laged  and  burnt  fome  villages  in  France.  He 
mftantly  wrote  an  account  of  it  to  his  fovereign, 
who  at  that  time  was  at  Compiegne,  as  well  as  to 
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his  brother  the  duke  of  Berry,  to  the  duke  of 
Bourbon,  and  to  the  king's  council,  that  they 
njiglit  confider  of  it.  The  duke  of  Burgundy 
wifned  not  the  Flemings  to  have  acled  otherwife  ; 
for  he  thought  it  would  be  now  neceflary  to  call  on 
the  king  for  aid,  otherwife  his  father-in-law,  the 
earl  of  Flanders,  would  never  regain  his  in- 
heritance :  befides,  on  every  account,  this  war  ex- 
afperated  him  mofl  exceedingly,  for  he  was,  in 
rieht  of  his  wife,  the  heir  of  Flanders. 

The  earl  of  Flanders  refided  at  this  moment  at 
Iledin.  He  there  learnt  that  the  ghent  men  had 
deftroyed  his  houfe  at  Marie,  through  fpite  to  him, 
even  the  chamber  wherein  he  was  born,  and  had 
broken  the  font  wherein  he  had  been  baptifed, 
with  the  cradle  of  his  childhood,  which  was  of 
filver.  The  bathing  tub  wherein  he  had  been 
waflied  was  beaten  to  pieces  and  carried  away. 
All  this  vexed  him  exceedingly.  Whilft  at  Hedin 
he  thought  of  different  plans :  for  he  faw  his 
country  had  turned  againft  him,  except  Dendre- 
monde  and  Oudenarde,  and  no  fuccour  to  be 
looked  for,  but  from  France.  Having  weighed 
well  all  circumflances,  he  refolved  to  vifit  his  fon 
the  duke  of  Burgundy,  who  lived  at  Bapaume, 
and  explain  to  him  his  fituation. 

He  departed  from  Hedin  and  went  to  Arras, 
where  he  repofed  himfelf  two  days.  On  the  mor- 
row he  came  to  Bapaume,  and  difmounted  at  the 
hotel  of  the  counts  of  Artois,  which  was  now  his 
own ;  for,  by  the  death  of  his  lady-mother,  he 
was  count  of  Artois.     The  duke  of  Burgundy 
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took  much  compaflion  on  him,  and  comforted  him 
kindly,  when  he  had  heard  his  complaints,  faying, 
'  My  lord,  by  the  faith  I  owe  to  you,  and  to  the 
king,  I  will  not  attend  to  any  thing  but  the  re- 
covery of  your  country.  You  fhall  be  repolfeffed, 
or  v/e  will  lofe  the  remainder  ;  for  it  is  not  to  be 
fuffered  that  fuch  a  fet  of  fcoundrels  as  are  now 
in  Flanders  fliould  govern  that  country,  as  in  that 
cafe  all  knighthood  and  gentility  may  be  deftroyed 
and  pulled  down,  and  confequently  all  Chriftianity.' 
The  earl  of  Flanders  was  much  confoled  by  the 
duke  engaging  to  aflifl  him.  He  took  leave  of 
him,  and  v/ent  to  the  city  of  Arras.  At  this  time, 
he  held  in  prifon  upwards  of  two  hundred  perfons 
from  the  chief  towns  in  Flanders,  who  had  only 
bread  and  water  for  food ;  and  every  day  they  were 
threatened  to  lofe  their  heads.  When  the  earl 
returned  to  Arras,  he  gave  them  all  their  liberties, 
in  honour  of  God  and  the  Virgin  ;  for  he  found, 
from  what  had  paffed  in  Flanders  after  their  impri- 
fonment,  that  they  were  not  any  way  to  blame.  He 
made  them  all  fwear  to  be  true  and  loyal  to  him, 
and  then  gave  them  money  to  carry  them  to  Lille 
or  Douay,  or  wherever  elfe  they  pleafed.  The 
earl  gained  much  popularity  by  this  meafure.  He 
fhen  left  Arras,  and  returned  to  Hedin. 
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CHAP.  XXIII. 

THE  DUKE  OF  BURGUNDY  INSTIGATES  HIS  NEPHEW 
KING  CHARLES  TO  MAKE  WAR  ON  GHENT  AND  ITS 
ALLIES,  AS  WELL  IN  REVENGE  FOR  THE  BURNT 
VILLAGES  AS  TO  ASSIST  IN  THE  RECOVERY  OF 
FLANDERS  FOR  THE  EARL,  WHO  WAS  HIS  VASSAL. 

'T'HE  duke  of  Burgundy  was  not  forgetful  of  the 
engagements  he  had  entered  into  v/ith  his  lord 
and  father  the  earl  of  Flanders.     He  fet  out  from 
Bapaume  attended  by  fir  Guy  de  la  Trimouille  and 
iir  John  de  Vienne,  admiral  of  France,  who  were 
very  defirous  the  earl  fhould  be  afllfted.     Thefe 
two  were   the  principal   perfons   of  his  council. 
They  continued  their  journey  until  they  arrived  at 
Senlis,  where  the  king  was  ivith  his  two  uncles  of 
Berry  and  Bourbon.     He  was  received  with  joy, 
and  then  was  aiked  what  was  the  news  in  Flanders, 
and  how  the  fiege  of  Oudenarde  was  going  on. 
The  duke  of  Burgundy  made  very  prudent  replies 
to  thefe  firfl  queftions  of  the  king  and  his  uncles  ; 
but,  when  he  found  an  opportunity,  he  drew  his 
brother  the  duke  of  Berry  afide,  and  explained  to 
him  how  the  ghent  men,  in  the  infolence  of  their 
pride,    were  endeavouring    to    be   maflers  every 
where  and  to  deftroy  all  gentlemen  ;    that  they 
had  already  burnt  and  pillaged  part  of  the  king. 

dom 
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dom  of  France,  which  was  much  to  the  prejudice 
and  diihonour  of  the  realm,  and  ought  not  to  be 
patiently,  borne. 

'  Fair  brother,'  faid  the  duke  of  Berry,  *  we  will 
talk  to  the  king  on  this  fubjed  :  you  and  I  are  the 
principal  of  his  council.     The  king  being  made  a 
party,  no  one  will  attempt  to  thwart  our  inclina- 
tions in  fomenting   a   war   between  France  and 
Flanders,  which  have  hitherto  been  in  peace  with 
each  other :  it  will  be  proper  we  give  fome  good 
reafons  for  it,  and  that  the  barons  of  France  be 
of  our  opinion  ;  otherwife  we  may  be  blamed  and 
the  fault  thrown  on  us ;  for  the  king  is  young, 
and  every  one  knows  that  he  will  do  whatever  we 
{hall  tell  him  or  advife  him.     If  it  turn  out  fuccefs- 
ful,  it  will  be  paifed  over ;  but,  fhould  it  be  other- 
wife,  we  fhall  be  charged  with  it,  and  much  more 
blamed, and  withreafon,  than  any  of  the  other  coun- 
fellors.     Every  one  will  fay,  '  See  how  badly  the 
king's  uncles,  the  dukes  of  Berry  and  Burgundy, 
have  advifed  the  king  :  they  have  engaged  the  na- 
tion in  a  war  in  which  it  had  nothing  to  do.'     I 
therefore  fay,  my  fair  lord,  that  we  muft  aflemble 
the  greater  part  of  the  prelates  and  nobles  of  the 
kingdom  of  France,  and  lay  before  them,  in  the 
prefence  of  the  king,  who  is  perfonally  interefted 
in  this  bufmefs,  all  the  events  which  bear  any  re- 
lation to  the  inheritance  of  Flanders:  we  fhall  then 
foon  .ee  what  is  the  general  wiih  of  France.' 

The  duke  of  Burgundy  replied,  '  You  fay  well, 
my  fair  brother,  aud  what  you  have  advifed  fhall 
be  done/     At  thefe  words,  the  king  entered  the 
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apartments  where  his  uncles  were,  with  a  falcoff, 
on  his  wrift  :  he  was  flruck  with  the  duke's  laft 
words,  and  faid  with  much  good  humour,  '  What 
were  you  fpeaking  of,  my  fair  uncles,  at  this  mo- 
ment with  fo  much  earneflnefs  ?  I  fliould  like  to 
hear  it,  if  it  be  proper  for  me  to  know.'  'Yes, 
my  lord,'  anfwered  the  duke  of  Berry  ;  '  for  what 
we  were  difcuffing  perfonally  concerns  you.  Your 
uncle,  my  brother  of  Burgundy,  has  juft  been, 
complaining  to  me  of  the  Flemings  :  thofe  villains 
of  Flanders  have  driven  the  earl  their  lord  out  of 
his  country,  and  all  the  gentlemen.  They  are 
now,  to  the  amount  of  a  hundred  thoufand  men, 
befieging  Oudenarde,  under  a  captain  called  Philip 
von  Artaveld,  an  Englifliman  for  courage,  who 
has  fworn  he  will  never  break  up  the  fiege  until 
he  has  had  his  will  on  thofe  of  the  town,  unlefs 
you  fhall  force  him  to  it.  This  refervation  he  has 
made.  Now,  what  do  you  fay  to  this  ?  will  you 
affift  your  coufni  of  Flanders  to  regain  his  inherit- 
ance, of  which  peafants,  in  their  pride  and  cruelty, 
have  deprived  him  ?' 

'  By  my  faith,  my  dear  uncles,'  replied  the  king, 
*  I  have  a  very  great  inclination  fo  to  do,  and  ia 
God's  name  let  us  march  thither.  I  wiih  for 
nothing  more  than  to  try  my  ftrength  in  arms, 
for  never  hitherto  have  I  had  armour  on.  It  is 
neceifary,  therefore,  if  I  wilh  to  reign  with  honour 
and  glory,  that  I  learn  the  art  of  war.' 

The  two  dukes,  looking  at  each  other,  were 
much  delighted  with  what  the  king  had  faid  ;  and 
the  duke  of  Berry  added, — *  My  lord,  you  have 
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vel*y  properly  fpoken,  and  you  are  bound  to  do 
what  you  fay  ;  for  the  country  of  Flanders  is  a  de- 
pendance  on  the  domain  of  France  ,  and  you  have 
fworn,  and  we  alfo  for  you,  that  you  will  fupport 
in  their  rights  your  vaffals  and  liege  men :  the  earl 
is  alfo  your  courm,you  therefore  owe  him  affeftion. 
Now,  fmce  you  are  in  fuch  good  inclinations,  do 
not  change  them,  but  fay  the  fame  to  all  who  fhall 
fpeak  to  you  on  this  fubjeft  ;  for  we  will  aflemble 
in  hafte  the  prelates  and  barons  of  your  realm, 
and  in  your  prefence  lay  before  them  this  bufmefs. 
Do  you  fpeak  your  mind  then,  as  clearly  and  as 
loudly  as  you  have  done  to  us,  and  they  all  will  fay 
we  have  an  enterprifmg  and  well-intentioned  king.' 

'  On  my  faith,  my  fair  uncle,  I  wifh  every  thing 
were  ready  for  us  to  march  thither  to-morrow  ^ 
for  from  henceforward  the  greatefl  pleafure  I  fhall 
have  will  be  to  abafe  the  pride  of  thefe  Flemings.' 

The  two  dukes  were  well  pleafed  at  hearing  the 
king  thus  fpeak  out. 

The  duke  of  Bourbon  now  came,  having  been 
fent  for  by  them  ;  and  they  related  to  him  all  you 
have  heard,  and  how  eager  the  king  was  to  march 
to  Flanders,  with  which  he  was  much  pleafed. 

Things  remained  in  this  ftate.  The  king  and 
his  uncles  wrote  letters  to  all  the  lords  of  the 
council,  ordering  them  to  come  to  Compiegne  on 
a  certain  day,  when  there  would  be  a  council  held 
on  the  affairs  of  the  realm.  Every  one  obeyed,  as 
was  right ;  but  the  king  was  fo  much  rejoiced 
at  what  he  had  heard,  and  fo  much  occupied  was 
his  mind  with  this  fubjed:,  that  nothing  could  put 
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it  out  of  his  head.  He  frequently  faid,  '  The 
council  would  be  too  tedious  to  accomplifh  the 
bufinefs  well ;  adding,  that  when  any  one  wifhes 
to  perform  an  enterprife  fuccefsfully,  deliberations 
fliould  not  be  too  longj  for  at  lafl  the  enemy 
gains  information  of  it.'  He  alfo  faid,  when  they 
laid  before  him  the  dangers  that  might  happen, 
*  Yes,  yes ;  nothing  venture,  nothing  gain.*  In 
this  manner  did  the  young  king  of  France  converfe 
with  the  knights  and  fquires  of  his  chamber.  I 
will  now  relate  to  you  a  dream  which  he  had  at 
this  time  at  Senlis  j  and  from  which  he  took  a 
flying  hart  for  his  emblem,  as  I  was  then  informed<, 


CHAP.  XXIV. 


CHARLES  THE  SIXTH,  KING  OF  FRANOJi,  FROM  A 
DREAM,  CHOOSES  A  FLYING  HART  FOR  HIS  DE- 
VICE. 

TT  happened  that  during  the  refidence  of  the 
young  king  Charles  at  Senlis,  as  he  was  fleeping 
in  his  bed,  a  vifion  appeared  to  him.  He  thought 
he  was  in  the  city  of  Arras,  where,  until  then,  he 
had  never  been,  attended  by  all  the  flower  of 
knighthood  of  his  kingdom;  that  the  earl  of 
Flanders  came  there  to  him,  and  placed  on  his 
wrift  a  moft  beautiful  and  elegant  pilgrim-falcon, 
faying,  '  My  lord,  in  God's  name,  1  give  this  falcon 
to  you,  for  the  bed  that  was  ever  feen,  the  mofl  in- 
defatigable 
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defatigable  hunter,  and  the  mojfl  excellent  flriker 
of  birds.'     The  king  was  much  pleafed  with  the 
prefent,  and  faid,    '  Fair  coufin,  I  give  you  my 
thanks.'     He  then  thought  he  turned  to  the  con- 
ilable  of  France,  who  was  near  him,  and  faid,  '  Sir 
Oliver,  let  you  and  I  go  to  the  plains,  and  try  this 
elegant  falcon  which  my  coufm  of  Flanders  has 
given  me.'    When  the  conflable  anfwered,  *  Well, 
let  us  go.'     Then  each  mounted  their  horfes,  and 
went  into  the  fields,  taking  the  falcon  with  them, 
where  they  found  plenty  of  herons  to  fly  him  at. 
The  king  faid,    '  Conflable,  caft  off  the  falcon, 
and  we  fhall  fee  how  he  vi'ili  hunt.'    The  conflable 
let  him  fly,  and  the  falcon  mounted  fo  high  in  the 
air,    they  could  fcarcely  fee   him :    he  took   the 
dire6lion  towards  Flanders.     '  Let  us  ride  after  my 
bird,'  faid  the  king  to  the  confl:able ;   '  for  I  wil 
not  lofe  him.'     The  confliable  afllented,  and  the^, 
rode  on,  as  it  appeared   to  the  king,  through  ?. 
large  marfli,  when  they  came  to  a  wood,  on  which 
the  king  cried   out,    '  Difmount,  difmount :    we 
cannot  pafs  this  wood  on  horfeback.*     They  then 
difmounted,  when  fome  fervants  came  and  took 
their  horfes.     The  king  and  the  conflable  entered 
the  wood  with  much  difficulty,  and  \valked  on 
until  they  came  to  an  extenfive  heath,  where  they 
faw  the  falcon  chafing  herons,  and  flriking  them 
down ;   but  they  refifled,  and  there  was  a  battle 
between  them.     It  feemed  to   the  king  that  his 
falcon  performed  gallantly,  and  drove  the  birds 
before  him  fo  far,  that  he  lofl:  fight  of  him.     This 
much  vexed  the  king,  as  well  as  the  impofiibility 
Vol.  Vk  K  of 
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of  following  him ;  and  he  faid  to  the  conilable,  '  I 
fhall  lofe  my  falcon,  which  I  fliall  very  much 
regret ;  for  I  have  neither  lure,  nor  any  thing  elfe 
to  call  him  back.'  Whilfl  the  king  was  in  this 
anxiety,  he  thought  a  beautiful  hart,  with  two 
wings,  appeared  to  ilTue  out  of  the  wood,  and 
come  to  this  heath  and  bend  himfelf  down  before 
the  king,  who  faid  to  the  conltable,  as  he  regarded 
this  wonder  with  delight,  '  Conftable,  do  you  re- 
main here,  and  I  will  mount  this  hart  that  offers 
himfelf  to  me,  and  follow  my  bird.'  The  conilable 
agreed  to  it,  and  the  young  king  joyfully  mounted 
the  hart,  and  went  feeking  the  falcon.  The  hart, 
like  one  well  tutored  to  obey  the  king's  pleafure, 
carried  him  over  the  tops  of  the  highefl  trees, 
when  he  faw  his  falcon  flriking  down  fuch  numbers 
of  birds,  that  he  marvelled  how  he  could  do  it.  It 
feemed  to  the  king  that  when  the  falcon  had  fuf- 
ficiently  flown,  and  ftruck  down  enough  of  the 
herons,  he  called  him  back,  and  inftantly,  as  if 
well  taught,  he  perched  on  the  king's  wrill,  when 
it  feemed  to  him,  that  after  he  had  taken  the  falcon 
by  its  lure,  and  given  him  his  reward,  the  hart 
flew  back  again  over  the  wood,  and  replaced  the 
king  on  the  fame  heath  whence  he  had  carried 
him,  and  where  the  conilable  was  waiting,  who 
was  much  rejoiced  at  his  return.  On  his  arrival 
he  difmountcd :  the  hart  returned  to  the  wood, 
and  was  no  more  feen.  The  king  then,  as  he 
imagined,  related  to  the  confl:able  how  well  the 
hart  had  carried  him  ;  that  he  had  never  rode  fo 
eafy  before  in  his  life  j   and  alfo  the  goodncfs  of 
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his  falcon,  who  had  flruck  down  fiich  numbers  of 
birds :  to  all  which  the  conflable  willingly  liftened. 
The  fervants  then  feemed  to  coine  after  them  with 
their  horfes,  which,  having  mounted,  they  followed 
a  magnificent  road  that  brought  them  back  to 
Arras.  'J'he  king  at  this  part  awakened,  much 
aftonifhed  at  the  vihon  he  had  feen,  which  was  fo 
imprinted  on  his  memory,  that  he  told  it  to  fome 
of  his  attendants  who  were  waiting  in  his  chamber. 
The  figure  of  this  hart  was  fo  agreeable  to  him, 
that  he  could  not  put  it  out  of  his  imagination ; 
and  this  was  the  caufe  why,  on  this  expedition  to 
Flanders  againft  the  Flemings,  he  took  a  flying 
hart  for  his  device. 


CHAP.  XXV. 

DURING  THE  SIEGE  OF  OUDENARDE,  THE  REBELS 
ENTREAT  KING  CHARLES  TO  MAKE  PEACE  BE- 
TWEEN THEM  AND  THE  EARL  OF  ELAXDERS. — - 

THE  KING  ANSWERS  THEM  WITH   CONTEMPT. 

THEY  THEN  ENDEAVOUR  TO  DRAW  THE  ENGLISH 
INTO  AN  ALLIANCE  WITH  THEM. 

"DHILIP  von  Artaveld,  although  he'  had  been 
very  fuccefsful  at  the  battle  of  Bruges,  and 
though  fortune  had  fmiled  on  him  at  his  defeat 
of  the  earl  and  the  citizens  of  Bruges,  poffeffed 
not  any  abilities  for  war  or  fieges.  When  young 
he  had  not  been  educated  for  it,  but  in  fifhing  with 
K  2  a  rod 
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a  rod  in  the  rivers  Sdheld  and  Lis ;  and  he  clearly 
proved  his  incapacity  during  the  fiege  of  Oudenarde. 
He  knew  not  how  to  take  the  town,  and,  through 
pride  and  prefumption,  thought  that  it  muft  be  his, 
and  that  the  inhabitants  ought  to  come  and  fur- 
render  it  to  him.  They  had  no  fuch  inchnation  ; 
but  behaved  themfelves  hke  valorous  men,  Ikirmifh- 
ing  frequently  with  thefe  Flemings  at  the  barriers, 
in  which  they  flew  many  and  wounded  more,  and 
then  retired  without  lofs  into  their  town. 

In  thefe  fallies,  Lambert  de  Lambres,  Triflan  his 
brother,  and  the  lord  de  Lunelhien,  gained  great 
renown. 

The  Flemings  obferving  that  the  ditches  of  Ou- 
denarde were  wide  and  full  of  water,  and  that  they 
could  hot  approach  the  place  but  with  great  peril, 
refolved  in  counfel  to  colleft  quantities  of  faggots 
and  ftraw  to  fill  them  up,  to  enable  them  to  come 
near  the  walls  and  engage  hand  to  hand.  As  it 
had  been  ordered,  fo  it  was  executed  ;  but  the 
garrifon  held  what  they  were  about  cheap,  and 
faid,  that  if  there  were  no  treafon  between  them 
and  the  townfpeople,  they  were  not  alarmed  for 
the  event  oi  the  fiege.  However,  fir  Daniel 
de  Haluyn,  the  governor,  to  prevent  any  mif- 
conduiSl,  had  kept  the  citizens  fo  much  under 
command  that  they  had  not  any  power  whatever : 
and  he  had  llriftly  ordered,  that  none  of  the  in- 
habitants ihould  dare  to  afcend  the  walls,  by  day 
or  night,  without  being  accompanied  by  fome  of 
the  men  at  arms,  otherwife,  if  found,  they  would 
riik  the  lofs  of  their  lives. 
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In  this  manner  was  the  fiege  continued.  The 
Flemings  had  plenty  of  provifion  in  their  army, 
which  was  brought  to  them  by  fea  and  land,  as 
well  as  down  the  rivers,  for  they  were  lords  of  th^ 
whole  of  Flanders.  They  were  alfo  near  the 
countries  of  Holland,  Zealand,  Brabant,  and  a  part 
bf  Hainatilt,  the  inhabitants  of  which,  through 
avarice  of  gain,  privately  brought  their  army  pro- 
vifion in  quantities. 

This  Philip  von  Artaveld  had  a  courage  more 
like  englifh  than  french.  He  would  have  been 
glad  if  they  had  adhered  more  to  the  former,  and 
made  an  alliance  with  England  ;  for,  fhould  the 
king  of  France,  or  duke  of  Burgundy,  march  an 
army  againft  them  to  recover  the  country,  they 
would  have  been  aflifted.  Philip  had  already  in 
his  army  two  hundred  englifh  archers,  who  had 
ftolen  away  from  tjieir  garrifon  at  Calais,  and  were 
paid  every  week. 

Philip,  to  put  a  better  colour  on  his  a£lions,  and 
to  know  what  they  faid  of  him  in  France,  refolved 
to  fend  letters  from  himfelf  and  from  the  country 
of  Flanders,  to  the  king  of  France,  humbly  en* 
treating  the  king  to  take  the  trouble  of  bringing 
about  a  found  reconciliation  between  them  and  the 
earl  their  lord.  He  had  no  fooner  mentioned  this 
idea  than  it  was  executed :  he  wrote  amicable 
letters  to  the  king  of  France  and  to  his  council, 
which  he  ordered  a  meifenger  to  carry  to  France 
and  deliver  to  the  king.  The  meifenger  faid  he 
would  willingly  obey,  and  rode  on  with  the  letters 
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until  he  came  to  Senlls,  where  the  king  was,  to 
whom  and  to  his  uncles  he  gave  the  letters. 

o 

The  king  took  them,  and  had  them  read  in  the 
prefence  of  his  yncles  and  council.  After  they 
had  been  read  and  comprehended,  the  auditors 
burft  out  into  laughter.  The  meffenger,  becaufe 
he  had  come  into  the  lung's  prefei«3e  without  a 
paffport,  was  ordered  to  be  arrefled  and  put  into 
prifon,  where  he  remained  for  upwards  of  three 
weeks. 

When  Philip  heard  of  this,  he  was  very  indignant, 
and,  having  fummoned  the  captains  of  the  army  to 
him,  he  faid, — '  You  fee  what  honour  the  king  of 
France  pays  to  us,  after  we  have  fo  amicably 
written  to  him,  for  which  he  detains  our  meffenger. 
We  certainly  make  too  many  difficulties  in  conr 
nedling  ourfelves  with  the  Englifli,"  and  may  fuffer 
for  it.  The  duke  of  Burgundy  is  now  in  France 
and  governs  the  king  jufl  as  he  pleafes,  for  he  is 
but  a  child.  Do  you  think  that  he  will  leave  things 
in  their  prefent  fituation  ?  Certainly  not.  Take 
for  example  our  meffenger,  whom  he  has  detained. 
It  will  therefore  be  prudent  in  us  to  fend  toEngland, 
as  well  for  the  general  good  of  Flanders  as  to  fecure 
ourfelves  and  alarm  our  enemies.  I  am  defirous,' 
faid  Philip,  '  that  we  fend  thither  ten  or  twelve  of 
our  principal  men,  that  the  knowledge  of  it  may 
be  carried  to  France,  and  that  the  king  and  his 
council  may  think  we  intend  to  unite  ourfelves 
with  his  adverfary  the  king  of  England.  But  I  do 
jQOt  wifli  fuch  alliances  to  be  made  in  a  hurry,  nor 
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at  all  if  we  were  not  thus  circumflanced ;  but  I 
would  that  our  ambafladors  Hiould  demand  pri- 
vately, of  the  king  of  England  and  his  council,  the 
fum  of  two  hundred  thouland  old  crowns,  which 
we  have  a  jull  right  to,   and  which  Jacob  von 
Artaveld,  my  father,  and  the  dates  of  Flanders,  lent 
to  the  king  of  England  when  before  Tournay,  to  pay 
his  troops.     Let  them  alfo  tell  the  king  of  England, 
his  uncles  and  his  counfellors,that  the  (iates  of  Flan- 
ders in  general,  and  the  chief  towns  who  made  this 
loan,  demand  the  repayment  of  it;  and  that  when 
this  fliall  have  been  done,  which  the  king  of  Eng- 
land is  obliged  to  perform,  he  and  his  fubjetts  fhall 
have  free  entry  into  Flanders  for  the  time  to  come. 
It  is  much  better/  added  Philip,  *  that  we  make  ufe 
of  what  is  our  own  than  that  foreigners  fliould  do 
fo ;  and  we  neVfer  can  have  a  better  opportunity 
than  now  to  get  it  back  again,  for   the  king  and 
realm  of  England  will  not  hefitate  to  gain  the 
entry,    love  and   alliance    of  fuch  a   country  as 
Flanders  now  is  :  befides,  the  Englilli  have  not  in 
the  whole  coafl  from  Bourdeaux  to  Sluys  any  port, 
except    Calais,    Cherbourg    and    Breft,    to    gain 
entrance  into  France.     Flanders,   therefore,   will 
open  her   ports  to   them  very  opportunely  ;   for 
Brittany,   excepting  Bred,    is  quite   ihiit  againft 
them,  and  the  duke  of  Brittany  ha    fworn  to  be 
a  true  Frenchman,  which,  if  he  were  not,  he  would 
fo  become,  through  love  to  his  coufm-german  the 
£arl  of  Flanders.' 

All  who  heard  him  anfwered,  that  he  had  well 
and  wifely  fpoken,  and  what   he   had  propofed 
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fliould  be  followed  ;  and  that  whoever  was  of  the 
contrary  opinion  was  not  a  wellwiftier  to  the  prof- 
perity  of  Flanders. 

Philip  did  not  delay  executing  it :  he  wrote  on 
this  fubjed  to  Peier  du  Bois  and  Peter  le  Nultre, 
governors  of  Bruges,  and  alfo  to  thole  of  Ypres 
and  Courtray,  who  agreed  to  his  propofal.  One 
or  two  citizens  were  chofen  from  the  principal 
towns,  but  from  Ghent  fix.  Among  the  fnft 
were  Francis  Atremen,  Raffe  de  la  Verdelle,  Louis 
de  Vaux,  fir  John  Stotelare,  Martin  Blondel-\^atre, 
Jacob  Bernare  and  a  clerk  who  had  been  nominated 
bifhop  of  Ghent  by  pope  Urban,  Mailer  John 
d'Albret,  who  had  been  dean  of  the  church  of 
our  Lady  at  Tournay,  had  propofed  to  make  a 
bifhoprick  of  the  town  of  Ghent,  which  fhould 
enjoy  the  profits  the  bilhop  of  Tournay  ought  to 
have.  iff  •♦'-  -> 

"When  the  twelve  citizens  had  received  their  full 
infl:ru6lions  as  to  what  they  were  to  fay  and  do, 
they  took  leave  of  their  friends,  departed  from  the 
fiege  of  Oudenarde,  and  continued  their  journey 
until  they  arrived  at  Calais.  Sir  John  d*Albrenes*, 
the  governor,  received  them  very  politely,  when  he 
underftood  they  wanted  to  go  to  England,  and 
provided  them  with  fhips  and  palfage-boats.  They 
remained  ihere  only  three  days,  when  they  em- 
barked, landed  at  Dover,  and  purfued  their  road* 
to  London. 

At  the  time  this  embafly  from  Flanders  arrived 

*  Sir  John  d'Albrenes.     Q. 
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at  London,  the  king  of  England  with.  Ii;is  coun^i], 
fir  John  Mountague,  fir  John  Burley  and  fir 
William  Beauchamp,  were  at  Weflminller,  oc- 
cupied in  the  invefting  fir  Perducas  d'Albreth  witii 
the  whole  barony  of  Chauinontin  Gafccny,  which 
had  reverted  to  the  king,  for  him  to  do  with  it  as 
he  pleafed  ;  and  I  will  tell  you  how  this  happened. 

King  Edward,  in  former  times,  had  given  it  to 
fir  John  Chandos,  who  had, held  it  as  long  as  he 
lived :  after  his  death,  he  had  given  it  to  fir  Thomas 
Felton.  Now  fir  Thomas  was  lately  dead,  i^nd  the 
barony  had  reverted  to  the  king  of  England.  It 
•was  improper  it  fhould  long  remain  without  a  lord 
who  would  refide  on  the  fpot ;  for  it  joined  the 
lands  of  the  lord  d'Albreth,  who  at  that  period 
was  a  loyal  Frenchman.  The  king's  council  con- 
fidered  that  fir  Perducas  d'Albreth,  having  faith- 
fully ferved  the  kings  of  England,  Edward,  Richard, 
and  the  prince,  as  well  as  the  country  of  the  Bour- 
delois  for  upwards  of  thirty  years,  was  well  deferv- 
ing  to  have  this  eflate,  which  he  would  defend 
againfl  any  one. 

Sir  Perducas  d'Albreth,  on  receiving  the  in- 
vefliture  of  the  lands  of  Chaumont  from  the  hands 
of  the  king,  in  the  prefence  of  the  nobles  of  Eng- 
land, thus  addrelTed  his  majeffy  :  '  Sire,  I  take  and 
receive  this  inheritance  for  myfelf  and  for  my  heirs, 
on  condition  that  I  and  my  heirs  faithfully  ferve 
you  againfl  all  mankind,  except  againil  the  houfe  of 
Albreth ;  for  againfl  that  whence  I  am  fprung,  I  will 
never  make  war  as  bng  as  my  inheritance  is  left 
jn  peace.' 

The 
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^'  The  king  and  his  council  replied, — *  In  God's 
qpame  be  it  foj'  and  on  thefe  terms  he  was  inverted. 
I  will  now  relate  what  befel  this  fir  Perducas 
d'Albreth.  When  he  was  returned  to  Gafcony 
to  take  pofleffion  of  his  eftate,  and  the  fenefchal  of 
Bourdeaux  had  given  him  feifm  of  the  barony,  the 
lord  d'Albreth  was  much  rejoiced  ;  for  he  knew 
his  coufm  would  not  make  war  upon  him,  and 
that  the  lands  of  Albreth  and  of  Chaumont  would 
remain  in  quiet.  The  lord  d'Albreth  fhewed  much 
affection  to  his  coufm,  for  he  expefted  that  after 
his  deceafe  he  would  be  put  in  polfefTion  of  fuch 
of  his  caftles  as  were  In  the  barony  of  Chaumont. 
But  Perducas  had  not  any  fuch  intentions.  "It 
chanced  that  he  fell  fick ;  and,  when  he  was  lying 
on  his  death-bed  and  faw  there  were  no  hopes  of 
recovery,  he  fummoned  all  his  vaffals_,  and  calling 
to  him  a  young  fquire  and  good  man  at  arms, 
named  Perduch*,  faid  to  him  ;  '  I  transfer  to  thee, 
in  the  prefence  of  my  vaflals,  my  whole  eftate  of 
Chaumont.  Be  therefore  a  true  Englilhman,  and 
loyal  to  the  king  of  England.  But  I  will  not 
that  againil  the  houfe  of  Albreth,  whence  we 
are  fprung,  thou  fhouldeft  ever  make  war,  unlefs 
they  commit  outrages  againft  thee.'  The  fquire 
cheerfully  anfwered,  '  Sir,  I  willingly  accept  it  on 
thefe  terms.'  Thus  was  Perduch  d'Albreth  lord 
of  Chaumont  in  Gafcony.  Sir  Perducas  died  foon 
after,  which  is  all  I  know  about  it, 

*  Sala  calls  him  '  Verduret  de  la  Breth  his  nephew.' 
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CHAP.  XXVI. 

THE    AMBASSADORS    FROM    GHFNT    FAIL    IN    FORMING 
AN  ALLIANCE  WITH   ENGLAND. 

^X/^HEN  thefe  ghent  men  were  come  to  London, 
their  arrival  was  foon  known,  and  information 
of  it  carried  to  the  king  and  his  council,  who  fent 
to  them  to  know  what  they  wanted.     They  came 
in  a  body  to  the  palace  of  Weilminfter,  where  they 
were  met  firft  by  the  duke  of  Lancafter,  the  earl  of 
Buckingham,  the  earl  of  Salifbury  and  the  greater 
part  of  the  council  ;  but  the  king  was  not  prefent 
at  this  firft  interview.     Thefe  ambalfadors  having 
made  their  obeifances  to  the  englifh  lords,  thebilhop 
elect  of  Ghent  fpoke  for  them  all,  faying,  '  My 
lords,  we  are  come  hither  by  orders  from  the -town 
of  Ghent,  and  from  all  Flanders,  to  requeft  counfel, 
comfort,  and  affiftance  from  the  king  of  England, 
on  account  of  certain  articles,  and  for  reafon  of 
ancient  alliances  which  fubfifted  between  England 
and  Flanders.     We  wiih  to  renew  them,  as  the 
country  of  Flanders  now  ftands  in  need  of  alfiftance, 
being  at  this  moment  without  a  lord.   The  principal 
towns  and  the  country  have  chofen  a  regent,  named 
Philip  von  Artaveld,    who   recommends   himfelf 
particularly  to  the  king,  and  to  you  all  who  are  of 
his  council.     He  entreats  you  to  receive  this  com- 
?|iendation  in  good  part ;  for  if  the  king  fhall  wifli 

to 


to  come  into  Flanders  he  will  find  all  its  ports  open, 
and  the  country  well  difpofed  towards  him,  where 
he  may  repofe  and  refrefli  himfelf  and  people  as 
long  a  time  as  he  fliall  pleafe  j  and  he  may  call 
upon  Flanders  for  one  hundred  thoufand  men,  all 
armed.  We  are  alfo  ordered  to  requefi.  from  you 
the  two  hundred  thoufand  old  crowns*  which 
Jacob  von  Artaveld,  and  the  chief  towns  of  Flanders, 
formerly  lent  to  king  Edward,  of  good  memory, 
at  the  fieges  of  Tournp.y  and  of  Calais,  and  which 
they  now  defire  may  be  paid'  back.  It  is  the  in- 
tention of  the  principal  towns  in  Flanders,  that 
before  any  thing  further  be  done  in  a  treaty  of 
alliance,  this  fum  be  paid  down,  by  which  means 
the  king  of  England,  and  all  his  fubjefts,  may  fay 
they  are  friends  to  the  Flemings  ;  and  they  iliall 
have  free  entrance,  at  their  pleafure,  into  Flanders.' 
When  the  lords  had  heard  this  fpeech  and  de- 
mand, they  looked  at  each  other,  and  fome  began 
to  fmile.  The  duke  of  Lancafter,  addrefling  them, 
faid,  *  My  fair  lords  of  Flanders,  what  you  have 
faid  requires  counfel.  Go  and  return  to  London, 
and  the  king  will  confider  your  requefts,  and  feud 
you  fuch  anfwers  as  you  (hall  be  contented  with.* 
The  ghent  men  replied,  '  God  will  it  be  fo.'  They 
then  quitted  the  council  chamber,  leaving  the  lords 
of  the  council  behind,  who  began  to  laugh  among 
themfelves,  and  fay,  '  Did  you  notice  thefe  Flem- 
ings, and  hear  the  requefts  they  made  ?    They  alk 

*  Old  crownSj — each  worth  feven  (liillings  and  twopence, — 
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ailiftance,  faying,  they  are  In  very  great  want  of 
it,  and,  befides,  demand  our  money.  It  is  by  no 
means  reafonable  that  we  fhould  pay,  and  aflift 
them  into  the  bargain.'  They  looked  on  the 
Flemings  as  proud  and  prefumptuous,  in  thus  de- 
manding a  debt  of  two  hundred  thoufand  old 
crowns  of  fo  very  ancient  a  date  as  forty  years. 

Nothing  could  have  happened  more  opportunely 
for  the  king  of  France,  who  was  eager  to  invade 
Flanders  J  for  if  the  Flemings  had  been  filent  re- 
fpedling  thefe  crowns,  and  had  only  requefted 
affiftance  from  the  king  of  England,  he  would  have 
gone  in  perfon  to  Flanders,  or  would  have  fent 
thither  fuch  a  powerful  force,  that  the  Flemings 
who  were  in  the  field  might  have  refifled  the 
greateft  power  on  the  earth.  But  it  fell  out  other- 
wife,  as  you  will  hear  related  in  this  hiftory. 


CHAP.  XXVII. 


THE  MESSENGER  WHICH  THE    GHENT  MEN    HAD    SENT 
TQ  KING  CHARLES  OF  FRANCE  IS  DELIVERED  FROM 

PRISON. SOME  PRISONERS    FROM    TOURNAY    AND 

COURTRAY  ARE  EXCHANGED  FOR  EACH  OTHER. 

JNTELLIGENCE  was   carried    to   the    king's 
council  in  France,  that  Philip  von  Artaveld,' 
and  the  country  of  Flanders,  had  fent  ambalTadors 
to  England  to  form  an  alliance.     And  it  was^om- 

monly 
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monly  reported  that  the  king  of  England,  with  a 
large  army,  was  about  to  come  this  feafon  to  Fhin- 
ders,  and  that  he  would  fix  its  quarters  at  Ghent. 
This  news  was  very  probable,''  for  it  was  to  be 
fuppofed  the  Flemings  would  Itrengthen  thcmfelves 
by  fome  means  or  other. 

It  was  then  thought  proper  to  liberate  the 
meflenger  of  Phihp.  Indeed,  to  fay  the  truth, 
they  had  not  any  right  to  imprifon  him.  He  was 
therefore  fet  at  hberty,  and  fent  to  Oudenarde 
where  the  army  lay. 

At  this  time  the  citizens  of  Bruges  had  feized 
and  imprifoned  fome  from  Tournay.  The  Flem- 
ings (hewed  by  this  that  they  were  indilTerent  as  to 
war  or  peace  with  the  French.  Thofe  of  Tournay, 
in  return,  captured  fome  citizens  of  Courtray, 
whom  they  carried  away  prifoners  to  their  town. 
Thus  was  the  hatred  increafed  between  the  men  of 
Tournay  and  the  Flemings. 

The  lords  of  Tournay,  however,  who  wiflied  not 
to  make  war  on  the  Flemings,  their  neighbours,  on 
their  own  account,  without  receiving  orders  from 
the  king  of  France,  refolved  to  fend  two  of  their 
citizens  to  Philip  von  Artaveld  to  make  up  matters 
between  them,  fo  that  they  might  recover  their 
townfmen  who  were  prifoners,  and  render  back,  in 
exchange,  thofe  whom  they  had  taken.  John 
Bon  Enfant  and  John  Picard  were  chofen  to  go  on 
this  bufmefs.  They  went  to  the  fiege  before 
Oudenarde,  and  fpoke  with  Philip,  who,  in  honour 
of  the  city  of  Tournay,  and  not  out  of  any  refped 
to  the  king  of  France,  as  he  told  them,  received 

them 
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them  very  amicably :  for  the  king  bad  not  ufed 
him  nor  the  country  of  Flanders  well,  when  he 
had  imprifoned  a  meflenger  whom  he  had  fent  to 
him  on  friendly  terms. 

'  Sir,'  replied  the  two  citizens,  '  you  have  re- 
ceived back  your  meflenger.'  *  That  is  true,'  faid 
Philip ;  '  but  it  was  more  through  fear  than  other- 
wife.  Now  tell  me/  added  Philip,  ^  what  bufmefs 
has  brought  you  hither?'  *Sir,'  anfwered  the 
citizens,  '  it  is  to  have  back  our  townfmen  who  are 
imprifoned  at  Bruges.*  '  Ha,'  replied  Philip,  *  if 
they  are  detained,  you  have  alfo  imprifoned  fome 
from  Courtray.  You  mufl  not  lofe  any  thing  for 
this  journey,  fo  do  you  return  our  men,  and  you 
ihall  have  yours.' 

The  men  from  Tournay  anfwered,  'You  fay 
well,  and  we  will  cheerfully  confent  to  it.*  The 
agreement  was  inftantly  made,  and  Philip  von 
Artaveld  wrote  to  Peter  du  Bois  and  to  Peter  le 
Nuitre,  who  refided  in  Bruges,  to  deliver  up  the 
citizens  of  Tournay  whom  they  had  thrown  into 
prifon ;  and  that  they  would  have  in  exchange 
thofe  who  had  been  detained  from  Courtray;  for 
he  declared  the  city  of  Tournay  had  written  to 
requeft  it. 

When  they  took  their  leave,  Philip  thus  fpoke 
to  them, — '  Gentlemen,  mind  my  words:  I  do  not 
wifh  to  betray  you;  you  are  from  the  town  of 
Tournay,  which  is  a  dependance  on  the  king  of 
France,  with  whom  we  will  not  enter  into  any 
treaty,  uatil  Dendremonde  and  Oudenarde  fhall 
be   furrendered  to  us.     Do  not   therefore   come 

hither 


hither  again,  for  thofe  \rho  do  ^^ill  be  detained. 
Advife  your  countrymen  and  merchants  not  to  pafs 
through  Flanders ;  for  we  well  know,  that  the 
king  of  France,  your  lord,  will  make  war  on  us, 
for  which  we  are  prepared.* 

Thefe  citizens  of  Tournay,  after  having  heard 
this  fpeech,  returned  to  Tournay  to  relate  all  that 
had  palled.  A  proclamation  was  made,  that  no 
one  fhould  have  any  intercourfe  or  dealings  with 
the  Flemings,  without  incurring  the  indignation  of 
the  king.  The  citizens  of  Tournay,  who  had  been 
imprifoned  at  Bruges,  returned ;  and  thofe  from 
Courtray  were  fent  tack.  They  dared  not  deal 
openly  with  the  Flemings ;  but,  when  they  wanted 
sny  merchandife  from  Flanders,  they  applied  to 
Valenciennes ;  for  thofe  of  Brabant,  Holland, 
Hainauit,  Zealand  and  Liege,  might  travel  and 
carry  on  their  commerce  through  all  Flanders  with 
perfeft  fecurity. 

The  fiege  of  Oudenarde  flill  went  on  In  the 
fame  manner.  Philip  and  his  ghent  men  were 
encamped  on  the  hill  of  Oudenarde,  on  the  fide  of 
Hainauit,  where  they  had  planted  bombardes, 
cannons,  and  large  machines,  which  made  fuch  a 
noife  when  fired  that  they  could  be  heard  upwards 
of  fix  leagues.  Near  them,  but  below,  on  the 
banks  of  the  Scheld,  were  encamped  thofe  from 
Bruges,  as  you  afcend  the  river  by  the  gate  of 
Bruges.  Thofe  of  Poperinguc,  Ypres,  CafTel  and 
the  Franconate,  were  quartered  near  them,  fo  that 
they  furrounded  the  town  completely. 

Oudenarde  being  thus  furrounded,  the  Flemings 

thought 
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thought  they  fhould  ftarve  thofe  within  it;  but  the 
garrifon  made  frequent  Tallies,  in  which  fometimes 
they  gained  the  advantage,  and  at  others  lofl  it,  as 
in  fuch  cafes  muft  happen.  However,  there  were 
not  any  attempts  made  to  florni  it,  Philip  would 
not  rafhly  rilk  the  hves  of  his  men,  and  faid  he 
would  have  it  otherwife  than  by  ftorm  ;  and  that  it 
could  not  hold  out  much  longer,  fmce  there  was 
not  a  poffibility  of  its  being  reinforced.  A  bird 
could  fcarcely  fly  into  Oudenarde  without  being 
feen  by  the  befieging  army,  fo  completely  was  it 
inverted  on  all  fides. 


CHAP.  XXVIII. 

KING    CHARLES    ORDERS    COMMISSIONERS    TO    ENTER 

INTO   CERTAIN    TREATIES  WITH    THE    FLEMINGS. 

THEIR     MESSENGERS      ARE      IMPRISONED     AT     THE 
MOMENT  THEY  DEMANDED  PASSPORTS. 

TjyE  will  now  return  to  the  king  of  France.  His 
uncles  and  council  thought  it  prudent  to 
fend  to  Tournay  fome  knights  and  prelates  of  the 
realm  to  treat  with  the  Flemings,  and  to  learn 
more  clearly  their  intentions.  They  therefore 
ordered  fir  Milles  de  Dormans  bifhop  of  Beauvis, 
the  bifhop  of  Auxerre,  the  bifhop  of  Laon,  fir  Guy 
de  Harcourt  and  fir  Triflan  du  Bois,  to  Tournay 
as  commifTioners  from  the  king  of  France,  where 
Vol.  VL  L  they 
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they  found  John  Bon  Enfant  and  John  ?'*card,  jufl 
returned  from  the  fiege  of  Oude.iarde.  'Ihcj  (old 
thefe  commifiioners  that  Philip  von  ArtaveLi  had 
declared  to  them,  on  taking  leave,  that  the  lleii- 
ings  would  never  enter  into  any  treaty*  until  Ou- 
denardeand  Dendremonde  were  in  their  p  nver. 

'  Well,'  replied  the  commillioners,  '  Philip,  with 
all  his  pride  and  prefumption,  of  which  he  has 
enough,  is  not  mailer  of  all  the  great  towns  in 
Flanders.  We  will  therefore  write  to  Ghent, 
Bruges,  and  Ypres,  and  fend  to  each  town  letters 
by  a  meifenger.  We  muft  enter  on  this  bufinefs 
by  fome  means  or  other.' 

The  commiflioners  wrote  letters  to  the  three 
principal  towns  in  Flanders,  and  direded  them  to 
Philip  von  Artaveld  as  the  chief  leader.  Thefe 
letters  contained  as  follows  : 

'  To  Philip  von  Artaveld  and  his  companions, 
and  to  the  good  people-  of  the  three  towns  of 
Flanders  and  the  Franconate  of  Bruges.  May  it 
pleafe  you  to  know,  that  the  king  of  France  has 
fent  us  hither  with  the  good  intentions  of  eftabliih- 
ing  a  peace,  as  lord  paramount,  between  the  noble 
lord  of  Flanders,  his  coufm,  and  the  commonalty 
of  Flanders.  Public  report  fays,  that  you  feek  to 
form  an  alliance  with  the  king  of  England  and  the 
Englifh;  which  will  be  unreafonable,  and  preju- 
dicial to  the  kingdom  of  France,  and  which  the 
king  declares  he  will  not  fufFer.  We  therefore 
entreat  you,  in  the  king's  name,  to  fends  us  palT- 
ports,  that  we  may  endeavour  to  bring  this  peace  to 
2  good  and  folid  conclufion,  for  which  the  king  will 

thank, 
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thank  you*  You  will  write  us  word  what  are  your 
intentions,  and  may  the  Lord  keep  you.  Written 
at  Tournay  the  fixteenth  day  of  the  month  of 
Oaober'  (1382.) 

When  thelf  thtee  letters,  which  contained  the: 
fame  words,  were  written  and  fealed,  they  gave 
them  to  three  men,  to  carry  to  Ghent,  to  Bruges 
jand  to  Ypres,  and  to  bring  back  the  anfwers* 
They  repHed,  they  would  bring  back  an  anfwer,  if 
they  could  get  one,  and  then  departed,  each  follow- 
ing the  road  to  the  town  he  was  fent  to. 

By  accident,  Philip  happened  to  be  at  Ghent  iht 
day  the  meflenger  arrived  with  his  letter;  for 
otherwife  thofe  of  Ghent  would  not  have  opened 
it  in  his  abfence.  When  he  had  read  it,  he  did 
tiothing  but  laugh,  and  fet  out  foon  after  ftom 
Ghent,  on  his  return  to  Oudenarde,  carrying  the 
letter  with  him ;  but  the  meflenger  remained  in 
prifon  at  Ghent. 

When  arrived  at  Oudenarde,  he  called  to  him 
the  lord  de  Harzelles  and  others  of  his  companions  : 
having  read  to  them  the  letter  from  the  commif° 
fioners,  he  faid, — '  I  think  thefe  french  people  wifh 
to  make  a  mockery  of  me  and  the  country  of 
Flanders.  1  told  the  citizens  of  Tournay,  v/hea 
they  were  here  the  day  before  yeflerday,  that  I 
would  not  liften  to  any  propofals  from  France,  nor 
enter  into  any  treaty  which  they  might  offer,  until 
Oudenarde  and  Dendremonde  were  furrendered 
to  us.'  At  thefe  words,  news  came  frorfii  the 
governors  of  Bruges  and  Ypres,  that  they  had  alfd 
teceived  Idtters,  and  that  the  meffengers  who  had 
L  2  brought 


148 

brought  thefe  letters  were  detained  and  lodged  in 
the  town-prifons.  *  This  is  well  done/  continued 
Philip.  He  then  examined  the  letters  for  a  while, 
and  faid  that  he  would  write  himfelf  to  the  french 
commillioners.  He  did  fo,  in  confequence,  and  ad- 
drefled  them  *  To  the  very  noble  and  difcreet  lords 
the  commiffioners  from  France.' 


CHAP.  XXIX. 


THE  ANSWER  OF  PHILIP  VON  ARTAVELD  TO  THE 
FRENCH  COMMISSIONERS,  WHICH  HE  SENT  BY  A 
PRISONER  OF  WAR  FROM  OUDENARDE. 

*"\rERY  dear  and  potent  lords,  may  it  pleafe 
you,  in  your  noble  difcretion,  to  know  that 
we  have  received  very  amicably  the  letters  fent  to 
us  by  the  mod  excellent  lord  Charles  king  of 
France,  informing  us  that  3  our  very  noble  lordfhips 
are  come  by  his  orders  into  thefe  parts,  to  negotiate 
a  peace  betv/eea  us  and  the  mod  noble  prince  my 
lord  of  Flanders  and  the  country  of  Flanders,  and 
that  the  king  aforefaid  and  his  council  have  au- 
thority to  bring  it  to  a  conclufion,  as  the  citizens 
of  Tournay,  our  dear  and  good  friends,  teflify  to 
us  by  letters  patent  which  we  have  feen.  Now, 
fince  the  king  writes  to  us,  that  he  is  much  dif- 
pleafed  that  thefe  difcords  have  fo  long  continued 
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and  ftlll  exift,  we  are  much  furprifed  that  he  fliould 
treat  them  fo  lightly,  as  in  former  times,  when  the 
town  of  Ghent  had  befieged  that  of  Oudenarde, 
we,  by  the  unanimous  confent  of  the  three  great 
towns  of  Flanders,  wrote  to  him,  as  to  our  fovereign 
lord,  to  requefl  that  he  would  make  peace  with  us; 
but  at  that  time  he  did  not  feem  fo  v/illing  to  do 
what  at  this  moment  he  is  fo  defirous  of. 

'  We  have  alfo  received  letters  patent  to  fay, 
that  twice  you  have  written  to  us,  and  that  you 
have  come  twice  hither  commiffioned  by  the  king 
aforefaid,  as  is  declared  in  thefe  letters  patent. 
But  it  feems  to  us,  that  in  our  anfwers,  which  we 
have  fent,  we  have  clearly  explained  our  intention 
refpefting  a  treaty,  which  is,  that  we  are  refolved 
no  treaty  fhall  be  entered  into  by  us  and  the  country 
of  Flanders,  until  thofe  towns  and  fortrelfes  which 
are  fhut  againft  the  towns  and  country  of  Flanders, 
and  particularly  and  exprefsly  againft  the  good 
town  of  Ghent,  of  which  we  are  regent,  fhall  be 
thrown  open  to  the  will  of  us  the  regent  and  the 
good  town  of  Ghent ;  and,  if  this  be  not  done  as 
a  preliminary,  we  (hall  not  treat  in  the  manner 
you  requeft.  For  it  feems  to  us,  that  the  king, 
according  to  you,  means  to  alfemble  a  large  army 
to  affift  his  coufin  our  lord.  We  know  and  feel 
that  there  are  double  dealings  going  forwards  at 
this  time,  as  was  the  cafe  formerly.  Our  intention 
therefore  is,  to  be  on  fure  ground  and  prepared 
for  our  defence ;  for,  if  it  fhould  fall  out  as  we 
exped,  he  will  find  our  army  ready  to  defend  us 
againft  our  enemies ;  and  we  hope,  through  God's 
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affiftance,  to  be  as  fortunate  as  formerly  in  gaining 
a  viftory. 

'  With  regard  to  what  you  fay  of  public  rumour, 
that  we,  or  fome  of  our  countrymen,  have  fought 
an  alliance  with  the  king  of  England,  and  that  we 
are  to  be  aided  from  thence  ;  it  is  a  truth  that  we 
are  fubjeds  of  the  crown  of  France,  and  that  the 
king  is  our  lord  paramount,  to  whom  we  are 
bounden  in  allegiance.  This  we  ever  have  per- 
formed. And  even  in  thefe  laft  days  we  fent  him 
our  letters,  as  to  our  fovereign  lord,  to  entreat 
he  would  conclude  a  peace,  to  which  he  not  only 
made  no  reply,  but  detained  and  imprifoned  our 
meffenger.  This  feems  to  us  a  blamable  conduct 
in  fuch  a  lord,  and  ftill  greater  in  him,  for  we 
wrote  to  him  as  to  our  lord  paramount,  and  he 
never  condefcended  to  fend  us  any  anfwer.  Since 
therefore  he  has  thus  aded,  we  thought  ourfelves 
jullified  in  feeking  advantage  for  the  country  of 
Flanders  from  whatever  perfons  we  pleafed,  which 
has  been  the  caufe  of  the  embafly  to  England,  but 
nothing  hitherto  has  been  concluded.  The  king 
may  not*  therefore  be  too  late,  provided  all  the 
ftrong  places  fhall  be  laid  open  to  us.  Notwith- 
ilanding,  we  had  forbidden  thofe  of  Tournay,  the 
laft  time  they  came  to  our  army,  in  future  to  dare 
to  carry  any  letters  or  verbal  meflage,  without 
proper  palfports ;  yet  letters  and  mefl'ages  have 
been  carried  to  Bruges  and  Ghent ;  for  which 
reafon  we  have  imprifoned  the  meffengers,  and  we 
will  teach  them  not  to  carry  fuch  letters,  that 
others  may  take  warning  from  their  example.   We 
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know  well  that  you  are  feeking  to  fow  diffenfions 
among  us,  and  efpecially  againft  me,  Philip  von 
Artaveld,  (whom  God  guard  and  preferve)  and 
that  you  \^ifh  to  ftir  up  treafon  where  at  this 
moment  there  is  peace.  We  therefore  warn  you 
not  to  continue  fuch  pradices,  until  the  before 
mentioned  towns  be  opened  unto  us,  which,  with 
God's  help,  they  fliall  ihortly  be,  and  to  whofe 
protedlion  we  commend  you. 

'  Written  before  Oudenarde  the  20th  day  of 
October,  in  the  year  1382,  Philip  von  Artaveld 
regent  of  Flanders.' 

When  Philip  had  written  the  above,  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  his  council,  they  thought  it  could  not  be 
amended,  and  fealed  it.  They  then  conlidered  to 
whom  they  fhould  give  it  to  carry.  Philip  afked, 
'  Have  we  no  prifoners  from  Oudenarde  ?*  '  Yes,' 
they  rephed,  '  we  have  a  varlet  who  was  taken 
yefterday  in  a  fkirmilh,  who  is  from  Artois.'  '  Send 
for  him  hither.*  On  his  coming,  Philip  faid, 
*  Thou  art  my  prifoner,  and  I  may,  if  I  choofe, 
put  thee  inflantly  to  death,  but  thou  hail  had  a 
narrow  efcape  ;  for  fmce  thou  art  here  thou  (halt 
have  thy  liberty,  on  condition  that  thou  pledge  thy 
troth  to  carry  thefe  letters  to  Tournay,  and  deUver 
them  into  the  hands  of  the  king's  counfellors 
whom  thou  wilt  find  there.' 

The  varlet  was  never  fo  happy  in  his  life  as 
when  he  was  promifed  his  liberty,  for  he  confidered 
his  death  as  certain,  and  replied,  *I  fwear,  my 
lord,  on  roy  troth,  that  I  will  carry  them  whither- 
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jbever  you  pleafe,  were  it  to  hell.*  Philip,  burfling 
out  into  laughter,  faid,  '  Thou  haft  well  fpoken.' 
He  ordered  two  crowns  to  be  given  to  him,  and 
had  him  efcorted  out  of  th6  camp,  and  put  in 
the  road  to  Tournay. 

When  he  arrived  at  Tournay  they  fhewed  him 
the  hotel  of  the  bifhop  of  Laon,  whither  he  went, 
and,  falling  on  his  knees,  pundualiy  delivered  his 
melTage  to  the  bifhop.  They  afeed  him  news  of 
Gudenarde  and  of  the  befieging  army,  when  he 
told  them  all  he  knew.  He  was  invited  to  dinner, 
and  was,  during  dinner-time,  clofely  queftioned  by 
th^  attendants  of  the  bifhop.  The  bifhop  of  Laon 
weiit  away,  being  unwilling  to  open  the  letters 
without  his  companions.  When  the  three  bifhops 
and  the  knights  were  affembled  they  opened  the 
letters,  read  them  attentively,  and  confidered  them 
maturely.  They  then  delivered  their  fentiments, 
faying  ;  *This  Philip  von  Artaveld  feemeth  full  of 
pride  and  prefumption,  and  little  loves  the  royal 
majefly  of  France.'  Having  confulted  together, 
they  added  ;  '  The  provofls,  jurats  and  council  of 
Tournay  know  that  we  have  fent  to  Philip  and  the 
towns  of  Flanders :  it  is  jufl  they  fhould  learn  the 
anfvver  Philip  has  fent  us.* 

They  fent  for  the  provofl,  had  the  town-hall 
opened,  and  founded  the  bell  which  called  the 
council  together.  When  they  were  all  affembled, 
they  read  to  them  the  letters  they  had  received. 
The  wifeft  were  aftonifhed  at  the  prefumptuous 
exprefTions  they  contained.     It  was  refolved  that 
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copies  of  thefe  letters  fhould  remain  at  Tournay. 
The  council  then  broke  up,  and  every  man  returned 
to  his  home. 


CHAP.  XX]^. 

PHILIP  VON  ARTAVELD  WRITES  AFFECTEDLY  CIVIL 
LETTERS  TO  TOURNAY. —  THE  FRENCH  COMMjlS- 
SIONERS  RETURN  TO  THE  KING. 

X>HILIP  continued  with  the  army  before  Ouden- 
arde,  as  you  have  before  heard.  He  did  not 
repent  having  fent  fuch  harfh  and  pointed  anfwers 
to  the  commiffioners  of  the  king  of  France,  but 
was  forry  he  had  not  written  cajoling  letters  of 
civility  to  the  provoft  and  jurats  of  Tournay,  pre- 
tending to  Ihew  thei.i  honour,  though  he  had  very 
little  refpect  for  them  ;  for  he  was  not  willing  to 
increafe  the  hatred  and  ill  will  they  bore  him. 

Philip  therefore  wrote  in  manner  and  form  fol- 
lowing :  the  fuperfcription  was,  '  To  our  honour- 
able, wife  and  good  friends,  the  provoft  and  jurats 
of  the  good  town  of  Tournay. 

'  Very  dear  and  good  friends,  may  it  pleafe  you 
to  know  that  we  have  received  your  letters,  wherein 
mention  is  made  of  the  two  citizens  of  your  town,  ill 
intentioned  carriers  of  letters  to  Ghent  and  Bruges, 
from  the  commiffioners  of  the  king  of  France,  who 
have  been  arrefted  and  detained  by  us,  and  whom 
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3'ou  entreat  to  be  fet  at  liberty ;  by  which  means 
the  love  and  afFedlion  (which,  through  God's  grace, 
fubfijds  between  us)  may  be  continvied  uninterrupted 
between  you  and  the  country  of  Flanders.     This 
love,  very  dear  friends,  does  not  appear  to  us  to  be 
very  great  j  for  we  have  received  information  that 
the  king  of  France,  the  dukes  of  Burgundy  and 
Brittany  are  affembling  their  forces  to  come  to  the 
affiftance  of  my  lord,  the  earl,  againft  the  country 
of  Flanders,  to  regain  that  country,  and  to  fight 
with   us,   notwithftanding  the   letters  which  they 
have  fent  us  to  treat  of  peace  and  concord,  which 
to  us  does  not  feem  to  be  a  condu6t  becoming  fuch 
perfons ;  and  for  which  reafon  we  are  upon  our 
guard,  and  fhall  continue  fo  henceforth  day  and 
night.     With  refpecl  to  the  prifoners,  your  townf- 
men,  we  fhall  detain   them  until  we  know  for  a 
certainty  the  truth  of  this  affembling  of  forces,  and 
until  it  fhall  pleafe  us  to  fet  them  at  liberty.     You 
know,   that    when  your    citizens    were    lately   in 
Flanders  feeking  peace,  it  was  then  ordered  that 
no  perfon  whatever  fhould  bring  melTages  or  letters 
without  a  proper  paHport.     This  however  is  what 
the  lords   commifiioners,    being   with    you,   have 
done,  in  order  to  excite  difcord  and  difl'enfions  in 
the  country.     We  therefore  entreat  of  you,  dear 
friends,   that   you   will   not  in  future  fend  any  of 
your  citizens  or  townfmen  to  Flanders  by  order  of 
thefe  commifTioners.     But  if  there  fhould  be  any 
thing  that  we  can  do,  affecling  your  town  or  its 
citizens,  we  will  attend  to  it  in  the  fame  manner 
as  we  fhould  wifh  our  affairs  might  be  attended 
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to  by  you,  in  whom  we  have  the  greateft  confidence, 
fuch  as  goo4  neighbours  ought  to  have  for  one 
another.  And  it  is  the  general  intention  of  all 
Flanders,  that  merchants  and  merchandife  pafs 
fafely  from  country  to  country,  without  fuffering 
the  fmalleft  injury.  May  God  take  you  irjto  his 
holy  keeping ! 

'Written  at  our  army  the  22d  day  of  Odober, 
in  the  year  1382,  Philip  von  Artaveld  regent  of 
Flanders.' 

Three  days  after  the  firft  letter  had  been  fent  to  the 
commiffioners  from  France,  and  while  thefe  lords 
were  aifembled  in  council  in  the  hall,  this  fecond 
letter  was  brought  by  a  varlet  from  Douay,  who 
faid,  that  thofe  who  were  before  Oudenarde  had 
fent  it  to  them.  It  was  carried  to  the  hall  where 
the  commiffioners  were,  and  read  and  confidered 
at  leifure.  At  length  the  commiffioners  replied  to 
thofe  of  Tournay,  who  requefted  their  advice  on 
this  occafion  j  '  Gentlemen,  we  would  advife  you 
not  to  have  any  acquaintance  or  dealings  with  the 
Flemings,  for  you  will  not  be  thanked  for  it  in 
France.  Neither  receive  nor  open  any  letters 
which  may  come  from  them  ;  for,  if  it  ffiould  be 
known  in  the  king's  council  that  you  do  fo,  you  will 
be  blamed,  and  fuifer  for  it.  A  Ifairs  will  not  long 
remain  in  the  Hate  they  are  now  in.'  Thofe  of 
Tournay  anfwered,  'They  would  follow  this  advice, 
andp  if  it  pleafed  God,  they  would  never  do  any 
thing  to  deferve  a  reprimand.' 

The  french  commillioners  (laid  but  three  days 
longer  at  Tournay,  when  they  fet  out  on  their 
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return  to  the  king,  whom  they  found  at  Peronne, 
and  his  three  uncles,  the  dukes  of  Berry,  Burgundy 
and  Bourbon  with  him. 


CHAP.  XXXI. 

KING  CHARLES,  AFTER  HEARING  THE  REPORT  OF  HIS 
COMMISSIONERS,  AT  THE  INSTIGATION  OF  THE 
EARL  OF  FLANDERS  WHO  V/AS  PRESENT,  ASSEMBLES 

HIS   ARMY    IN    ARTOIS    AGAINST    THE    FLEMINGS. 

PHILIP  VON   ARTAVELD   GUAUDS    THE    PASSES  INTO 
FLANDERS. 

^^HE  day  before  the  return  of  the  commilTioners, 
the  earl  of  Flanders  arrived  at  Peronne^  to  lay 
his  affairs  before  the  king  and  council,  and  to  do 
homage  for  the  county  of  Artois,  which  he  was 
bounden  to  do  and  had  not  performed  fince  the 
deceafe  of  his  mother,  who  had  died  this  year.  On 
the  arrival  of  the  commifTioners,  the  council  was 
aflembled  in  the  prefence  of  the  young  king,  when 
the  letters  before  mentioned  were  read ;  that  of 
Philip  to  them,  and  the  one  he  had  fent  to  Tournay. 
They  conHdered  them  in  an  unfavourable  light, 
and  declared  that  fuch  pride  and  prefumption  in 
Flanders  ought  not  to  be  fuffered. 

The  earl  of  Flanders  was  not,  as  may  be  (up- 
pofed,  difpleafed  on  hearing  this :  he  therefore  laid 
his  grievances  before  the  king  and  council  very 
opportunely,  when  they  were  heard  and  attended  to 
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with  pleafure.  The  king  was  advifed  to  make  the 
foUowmg  anfwer  :  '  Earl  of  Flanders,  you  will  re- 
turn to  Artois  ;  and  in  a  ftiort  time  we  will  ourfelf 
be  at  Arras,  where  you  will  perform  your  duty  in 
the  prefence  of  the  peers  of  France.  I  cannot 
better  fhew  you  that  I  make  the  quarrel  my  own, 
than  by  my  intention  to  march  againfl  our  ene- 
mies.' 

The  earl  was  fatisfied  with  this  anfwer.  Three 
days  afterwards,  he  left  Peronne,  and,  returning 
towards  Artois,  came  to  Hedin.  But  the  king  of 
France,  like  one  who  was  defirous  of  marching  to 
Flanders  to  abafe  the  pride  of  the  Flemings,  as  his 
predecelTors  had  formerly  done,  fet  his  fecretaries 
at  work,  and  fent  his  letters  and  fummons  bv 
meifengers  to  all  parts  of  his  kingdom,  ordering 
every  one  to  haften  to  Arras  without  delay,  ac- 
coutred each,  according  to  his  rank,  in  the  bell 
manner  he  was  able ;  for,  if  it  were  God's  plealure, 
he  was  determined  to  fight  the  Flemings  in  their 
own  country. 

No  lord  of  his  realm  difobeyed,  but  all  fent 
orders  to  their  vaffals,  and  marched  from  the  moll 
diftant  countries,  fuch  as  Auvergne,  Rouergue, 
Touloufain,  Gafcony,  Poitou,  Limoufm,  Saintonge 
and  Brittany:  others  came  from  the  Bourbonois, 
Forets,  Burgundy,  Dauphine,  Savoy,  Bar  and  Lor- 
raine, and  from  all  parts  of  France  and  its  de- 
pendencies, to  Arras. 

The  aflemblage  of  fuch  numbers  of  men  at  arras 
was  a  wonderfully  beautiful  fight.  The  earl  of 
Flanders  refided  at  Hedin,  and  heard  daily  frpm 
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the  king  of  France  and  the  duke  of  Burgundy  of 
the  great  levies  which  were  making,  and  in  confe- 
quence  iilued  a  proclamation  throughout  Artois^ 
forbidding  any  one,  under  pain  of  lofing  his  life 
and  fortune,  to  withdraw  any  thing  w  hatever  from 
houfe,  fottrefs  or  town  ;  for  he  was  defirous  that 
the  men  at  arms  who  were  marching  to  Artois 
fhould  have  the  advantage  of  being  ferved  with 
whatever  was  in  the  low  countries. 

The  king  of  France  came  into  Artois,  where 
he  remained.  Men  at  arms  came  to  him  from  all 
quarters,  and  fo  handfomely  equipped  it  was  a  fine 
fight  to  fee :  they  quartered  themfelves  as  they 
arrived  in  the  plains,  and  found  all  the  barns  quite 
full  and  well  furnifhed. 

The  earl  of  Flanders  came  to  Arras,  which 
greatly  pleafed  the  king  and  his  lords :  he  per- 
formed his  homage  in  the  prefence  of  thofe  peers 
who  were  there,  for  the  county  of  Artois,  and  the 
king  accepted  him  as  his  vaffal.  His  majefly  then 
addreifed  liim,  faying, — 'Fair  coufm,  if  it  pleafc 
God  and  St.  Denis,  we  will  reftore  you  to  your 
inheritance  of  Flanders,  and  will  abate  the  pride 
of  I'hilip  von  Artaveld  and  the  Flemings  fo  ef- 
fedually  that  they  Ihall  never  again  have  it  in  their 
power  to  rebel.* 

'  My  lord,*  replied  the  earl,  '  I  have  full  con- 
fidence in  it ;  and  you  will  acquire  fuch  honour 
and  glory  that  as  long  as  the  world  lafts  you  will 
be  praifed,  for  certainly  the  pride  of  the  Flemings 
is  very  great.* 

Philip,  whilfl  at  the  fiege  of  Oudenarde,  was 
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informed  of  every  thing,  and  that  the  king  of 
France  was  marching  a  large  army  againft  him^' 
though  he  pretended  not  to  believe  it,  and  faid  to 
his  people,  — '  By  what  means  does  this  young 
king  think  to  enter  Flanders  ?  He  is  as  yet  too 
young  by  a  year  to  imagine  he  can  frighten  us  by 
his  afiembling  an  army.  I  will  have  the  entrances 
fo  well  guaided  that  it  fliall  not  be  in  their  power 
for  this  year  to  crofs  the  river  Lis.' 

He  fent  to  Ghent  for  the  lord  de  Harzelles* 
On  his  arrival,  he  faid  to  him, — 'Lord  de  Harzelles, 
you  hear  how  the  king  of  France  is  making  pre* 
parations  to  deftroy  us.  We  mufl  have  a  council 
on  this  fubjeft.  You  ihall  remain  here,  and  I  will 
go  to  Bruges  to  learn  furer  intelligence,  and  to 
encourage  the  citizens  of  the  principal  towns.  I 
will  alfo  eftablifh  fuch  garrifons  on  the  river  Lis, 
and  at  the  chief  paiTes,  that  the  French  {hall  nol 
be  able  to  advance  through  them/ 

The  lord  de  Harzelles  having  affented  to  this, 
Philip  left  the  fiege,  and  took  the  road  towards 
Bruges.  He  travelled  like  a  lord,  having  his  dif- 
played  pennon  borne  before  him,  blazoned  with 
his  arms :  which  were  three  hats  argent  on  a  field 
fable.  On  his  arrival  at  Bruges,  he  found  Peter 
du  Bois  and  Peter  le  Nuitre,  the  governors  of 
Bruges ;  and  having  informed  them,  that  the  king 
of  France  was  marching  towards  Flanders  with  a 
large  army,  and  that  it  was  neceifary  to  provide 
a  remedy  by  guarding  the  paffes,  he  added, — *  You, 
Peter  du  Bois,  mufl  go  to  the  pafs  of  Commines,  to 
guard  the  river  j  and  you,  Peter  le  Nuitre,  will 
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defeAd  the  bridge  of  Warneton  :  you  will  break 
^own  all  the  bridges  on  the  river  as  far  as  la  Gerge, 
Hafelles,  Meurevilie  and  Courtray,  by  which  means 
the  French  will  not  be  able  to  pafs.  I  will  myfelf 
go  to  Ypres,  to  encourage  them,  and  to  remonflrate 
with  them,  that  as  we  are  all  united  in  one  com- 
mon caufe,  none  fhould  fail  or  hefitate  to  perform 
what  we  have  fworn  to  do.  It  is  not  in  the  power 
of  the  king  of  France,  nor  thefe  Frenchmen,  to 
crofs  the  river  Lis  and  enter  Flanders,  provided  the 
pafTes  be  well  guarded,  for  they  mull  follow  the 
courfe  of  the  river  to  feek  for  a  palTage.' 

The  two  Peters  replied,  '  Philip,  you  fpeak  well, 
and  we  will  obey  what  you  have  ordered.  But 
have  you  had  any  news  from  our  people  in  Eng- 
land ?'  '  No,  by  my  troth,'  faid  Philip,  '  which  I 
much  wonder  at.  The  parliament  is  fitting  at 
London,  and  very  fhortly  we  mufl  receive  intel- 
ligence from  them.  The  king  of  France  cannot 
make  fuch  hafle,  but  we  fhall  have  received  fuccours 
from  England,  before  they  can  do  us  much  harm. 
I  hope  the  king  of  England  has  iiTued  his  fummons, 
and  that  the  Englifh  will  arrive  here  fome  night 
before  we  are  aware.' 

Thus  did  thefe  companions  difcourfe  together, 
who  held  all  Flanders  under  their  obedience,  ex- 
cept Dendremonde  and  Oudenarde. 


CHAP. 


.       CHAP.  XXXIL 

SEVERAL  KNIGHTS  OF  THE  PARTY  OF  THE  EARL  OF 
FLANDERS,  HAVING  PASSED  PONT-AMENIN,  ARE 
DEFEATED  AND  KILLED  ON  THEIR  ATTEMPT  TO 
REPASS  IT,    THE  FLEMINGS  HAVING  BROKEN  DOWN 

THE  BRIDGE. PHILIP,  HEARING   THIS  NEWS  WHEN 

AT  YPRES,    MAKES   USE  OF  IT  TO  ENCOURAGE    THE 
INHABITANTS. 

XT/'HILST  thefe  preparations  were  going  forward, 
and  during  the  refidence  of  the  king  of 
France  at  Arras,  great  bodies  of  men  at  arms  were 
affembling  in  the  Tournefis,  Artois,  and  cafllewick 
of  Lille  and  its  neighbourhood.  Some  knights 
and  fquires,  who  refided  at  Lille  and  thereabout, 
refolved  to  perform  feats  of  arms  that  fliould  gain 
them  renown,  chiefly  through  the  exhortations  of 
the  Hafe  de  Flandres. 

They  collefted  about  fix  fcore  knights  and 
fquires,  and  crofled  the  river  Lis  at  Pont-Amenin, 
which  was  not  then  broken  down,  two  leagues 
from  Lille.  They  rode  for  the  town  of  Harle, 
which  they  furprifed  ;  and,  after  flaying  many  in 
the  town  and  environs,  they  drove  the  remainder 
out  of  the  town.  Their  cries  were  heard  in  the 
neighbouring  villages  j   the  inhabitants  of  which 
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founded  their  alarm  bells,  and  marched  towardj 
Harle  and  Pont-Amenin,  whence  the  cries  feemed 
to  come. 

When  the  Hafe,  fir  John  Jumont,  the  conflable  de 
Vuillon,  fir  Henry  Duffle,  and  the  other  knights  and 
fquires,  had  fufficiently  alarmed  th'^t  country,  they 
thought  it  was  time  for  them  to  retreat,  andfetout 
on  their  return,  intending  to  repafs  the  bridge,  but 
they  found  it  ftrongly  occupied  by  Flemings,  who 
were  bufily  employed  in  deflroying  it  ;  and,  when 
they  had  broken  down  any  parts,  they  covered 
them  with  flraw,  that  the  mifchief  might  not  be 
perceived. 

The  knights  and  fquires  at  this  moment  arrived, 
Unounted  on  the  belt  of  horfes,  and  found  upwards 
of  two  thoufand  peafants  drawn  up  in  a  body  with- 
out the  town,  prepared  to  advance  upon  them. 
The  gendemen,  on  feeing  this,  formed,  and  having 
fixed  their  lances  on  their  reils,  thofe  befl  mounted 
inftantly  charged  this  body  of  peafants,  with  loud 
ftiouts.  The  Flemings  opened  their  ranks  through 
fear,  but  others  fay  through  malice  ;  for  they  well 
knew  the  bridge  would  not  bear  them ;  and  they 
faid  among  themfelves,  'Let  us  make  way  for 
them,  and  we  fhall  foon  fee  fine  fport.* 

The  Hafe  de  Flandres,  and  his  companions, 
defirous  to  get  away,  for  any  further  ftay  would 
be  againft  them,  galloped  for  the  bridge,  which 
was  now  too  weak  to  bear  any  great  weight :  how- 
ever the  Hafe,  and  fome  others,  had  the  courage 
and  good  luck  to  pafs  over  :  they  might  be  about 
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thirty  t  but,  as  others  were  following,  the  bridge 
broke  down  under  them.  Horfes  and  riders  were 
overthrown,  and  both  perifhed  together. 

Thofe  behind,  feeing  this  misfortune,  were 
thunderftruck,  and  knew  not  whither  to  fly  to 
fave  themfelves.  Some  leaped  into  the  river,  in- 
tending to  fwim,  but  they  were  not  able  thus  to 
efcape.  The  river  was  deep,  and  the  banks  fo 
high  and  fteep  that  the  horfes  could  not  land. 
Great  flaughter  enfued ;  for  the  Flemings  fell  upon 
them  and  killed  them  eafily,  and  without  pity. 
They  made  feveral  leap  into  the  water,  and  they 
were  drowned. 

Sir  John  de  Jumont  narrowly  efcaped,  for  the 
bridge  broke  under  him,  but,  by  great  agility  of 
body,  he  faved  himfelf :  he  was,  however,  badly 
wounded  on  the  head  and  body  by  arrows,  and  it 
was  fix  weeks  before  he  recovered.  At  this  un- 
fortunate a£tion  were  killed,  the  conftables  de 
Vuillon,  de  Bouchars,  de  St.  Hilaire,  and  more 
drowned  :  fir  Henry  Duffle  was  flain.  Including 
drowned  and  killed,  there  were  upwards  of  fixty  ; 
and  very  fortunate  were  thofe  who  efcaped.  Great 
numbers  returned  wounded  from  this  enterprife. 

News  was  carried  to  the  lords  of  France  at 
Arras,  of  their  countrymen  having  loft  the  day  j 
and  that  the  Hafe  de  Flandres  had  conduced  this 
foolifli  expedition.  He  was  pitied  by  fome,  but  by 
others  not.  Thofe  who  had  been  moft  accuftomed 
to  arms  faid,  they  had  afted  ill,  to  crofs  a  river 
that  was  not  fordable,  attack  a  large  town  and 
enter  an  enemy's  country,  and  return  the  way  they 
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had  come,  without  having  eflabllflied  guards  on 
the  bridge.  It  was  not  an  enterprife  planned  by 
prudent  men  at  arms,  who  were  defirous  of  fuccefs ; 
but,  fmce  they  planned  their  enterprife  with  fo 
much  felf-fufficiency,  they  had  fuffered  from  the 
confequence. 

1  his  affair  palled  off,  and  was  foon  forgotten. 
PhiHp  departed  from  Bruges  and  came  to  Ypres, 
where  he  was  mod  joyfully  received.  Peter  du 
Bois  went  to  Commines,  where  all  the  inhabitants 
of  the  flat  country  were  affembled,  and  inflantly 
began  his  preparations  for  defence,  loofening  the 
planks  of  the  bridge,  fo  that,  if  there  fhould  be 
occafion,  it  could  immediately  be  pulled  down  : 
but  he  was  unwilling  totally  to  deftroy  the  bridge, 
leil  the  inhabitants  of  the  adjacent  flat  country 
might  fuffer,  who  daily  crofled  it  with  their  cattle 
in  droves,  to  place  them  in  greater  fecurity  on  that 
fide  of  the  Lis.  The  whole  country  was  fo  much 
covered  with  them  it  was  marvellous  to  fee. 

The  day  Philip  von  Artaveld  came  to  Ypres, 
news  arrived  of  the  defeat  of  the  French  at  Pont- 
Amehin,  and  that  the  Hafe  had  been  nearly  taken. 
Philip  was  mightily  rejoiced  at  this,  and  faid  with 
a  fniile,  to  encourage  thofe  near, — '  By  the  grace 
of  God,  and  the  ju(l  caufe  we  are  engaged  in,  it 
will  all  end  fo ;  and  never  fliall  this  king,  if  he 
fhould  be  fo  fooiiihly  advifed  to  crofs  the  Lis, 
return  again  to  France.' 

Philip  was  five  days  in  Ypres,  and  harangued 
the  people  in  the  open  market  place,  to  encourage 
them  and  to  keep  them  fteady  to  their  engage- 
j  .  »  -  -  -  ments. 
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ments,  telling  them  that  the  king  of  France  was 
coming  to  deftroy  them  without  the  leaft  (hadow 
of  right.     '  Good  people,'  faid  Philip,  '  do  not  be 
alarmed  if  he  fliould  march  againft  us  ;  for  he  will 
never  be  able  to  crofs  the  river  Lis,  as  I  have  had 
all  the  pafles  well  guarded,  and  have  ordered  Peter 
du  Bois  to  Commines  with  a  large  body  of  men : 
he  is  a  loval  man.  and  one  who  loves  the  honour 
of  Flanders ;  and  Peter  le  Nuitre  1  have  fent  to 
Warneton ;  all  the  other  bridges  on  the  Lis  are 
broken  down,  and  there  is  neither  pafs  nor  ford 
which  they  can  crofs  but  at  thefe  two  towns.     I 
have  alfo  heard  from  our  friends  whom  we  fent 
to  England.     In  a  fhort  time  we  Ihall  receive  con- 
fiderable  fuccours  from  thence,  as  we  have  made 
a  ftrong  alliance  with  them.     Keep  up,  therefore, 
valiantly  your  hopes,  for  our  honour  fhall  be  un- 
fuUied  J    and  obferve  pun,6tually  what  you   have 
promifed  and   fworn  to  us   in  the  good   town  of 
Ghent,  which  has  had  fuch  trouble  and  difficulty 
to  maintain  the  rights  and  franchifes  of  Flanders. 
Now,  let  all  thofe  who  are  determined  to  remain 
fleady   to  the  caufe,  according  to  the  oath  they 
took,  gallantly  lift  up  their  hands  to  heaven  as  a 
token  of  loyalty.' 

At  thefe  words  all  who  were  in  the  market-place, 
and  who  had  heard  the  fpeech,  held  up  their  hands 
as  a  fign  of  their  loyalty.  After  this  Philip  de- 
fcended  from  the  fcafibld  on  which  he  had  ha- 
rangued, and  returned  to  his  houfe,  where  he  re- 
mained the  whole  day.  On  the  morrow  he  and 
his  attendants  mounted  their  horfes  and  went  to- 
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wards  Oudenarde,  where  the  fiege  was  ftill  going 
on,  notwithftanding  the  news  of  the  French  ;  but 
on  palling  through  Courtray  he  refted  two  days. 


CHAP.  XXXIII. 


THE  ORDER  OF  THE  FRExNCH  ARMY  IN  ITS  MARCH  TO 
FLANDP:RS,  after  they  had  heard  THE  BRIDGES 
WERE  BROKEN  AND  GUARDED. 

T^TE  will  for  a  while  leave  Phihp  von  Artaveld, 
and  fpeak  of  the  young  king  of  France  who 
refided  at  Arras,  and  who,  as  he  {hewed,  had  a 
great  deiire  to  enter  Flanders,  to  lower  the  pride 
of  the  Flemings ;  and  was  daily  increafing  his 
army,  by  the  arrival  of  men  at  arms  from  all 
quarters.  After  the  king  had  tarried  eight  days  at 
Arras,  he  went  to  Lens,  in  Artois  *,  where  he  ftaid 
two  days.  On  the  third  day  of  November  he  de- 
parted and  came  to  Seclinf,  where  he  halted.  A 
council  was  held,  in  the  prefence  of  the  conftable 
of  France,  the  marlhals  of  France,  Burgundy  and 
Flanders,  to  confider  how  they  Ihouid  proceed  ; 
for  the  common  report  in  the  army  was  the  im- 
poflibility  to  enter  Flanders  in  cafe  the  pafles  of  the 

•*  Lens,  a  town  in  Artois  on  the  SouchetSj  four  leagues  from 
Bethune. 
f  Seclirij  an  ancient  town  in  Flanders,  near  Lille. 

river 


167 

river  Ihould  be  ftrongly  guarded.  It  rained,  befides, 
at  this  time  continually,  and  was  fo  exceedingly 
cold  that  they  could  not  advance.  Some  of  the 
"wifeft  faid  it  was  wrong  to  undertake  fuch  an 
expedition  at  this  feafon  of  the  year,  and  to  bring 
the  king  fo  far  into  fuch  a  country.  1  hey  ought 
not  to  have  united  before  the  furamer  to  carry  the 
war  into  Flanders,  for  the  king  had  never  been  fo 
far  in  his  life. 

This  river  Lis  is  fo  difficult  to  crofs,  that,  except 
at  certain  places,  it  cannot  be  pafled.  There  are 
no  fords,  and  the  country  it  runs  through  is  fo 
very  marlhy,  horfes  cannot  approach  it.  The 
conftable,  on  hearing  this,  alked,  '  Where  does  it 
rife  ?'  He  was  anfwered,  that  it  came  from  near 
Aire  and  St.  Omer.  '  Since  it  has  a  fpring,'  replied 
the  conftable,  «  we  will  eafily  pafs  it.  Order  our 
men  to  march  towards  St.  Omer,  w  here  we  can 
crofs  this  river  at  our  eafe,  and  enter  Flanders. 
Thefe  Flemings  are  fo  proud  and  felf-fufficient 
they  will  march  to  attack  us,  either  before  Ypres 
or  at  fome  other  place.* 

ITic  marfhals  agreed  to  the  propofition  of  the 
conftable,  and  every  thing  remained  in  this  ftate 
the  whole  day  and  night,  when,  on  the  morrow, 
the  lord  d'Albreth,  the  lord  de  Coucy,  fir  Aimemon 
de  Pommiers,  fir  John  de  Vienne  admiral  of 
France,  fir  William  de  Poitiers,  the  baftard  de 
Langres,  the  begue  de  Villaines,  fir  Raoul  de 
Coucy,  the  count  de  Converfant,  the  vifcount 
d*Acy,  fir  llaoul  de  Raineval,  the  lord  de  St.  Juft, 
fir  Arthur  de  Hcdin,  fir  Anthony  d'Archies,  the 
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lord  de  Saimpi,  fir  William  des  Bourdes,  the  lor4 
de  Longueville,  the  lord  de  Sulli,  fir  Triftan  de 
TEftouet,  fir  Oliver  du  Guefclin,  fir  Maurice  du 
Trefiquidy,  fir  Guy  le  Baveux,  fir  Lucas  de 
I'Eftrughen,  fir  Nicholas  Pamel,  the  two  marfhals 
of  France,  fir  Louis  de  Sancerre,  and  fir  Louis  de 
Blainville,  the  marfhals  of  Burgundy  and  Flanders, 
fir  EngL'.errant  de  Haluyn,  entered  the  chamber  of 
the  conflable,  to  receive  orders,  how,  and  in  what 
diredion,  they  were  to  advance;  whether  they 
fhould  march  through  Lille  to  Commines  and 
Warneton,  where  the  pafles  were  guarded,  or 
make  for  the  upper  countries  of  Venoye  and  St. 
Venant*,  and  there  crofs  the  Lis.  There  were 
many  debates  among  thefc  lords  on  this  fubjedl ; 
and  thofe  who  knew  the  coimtry  faid ;  '  Certainly, 
at  fuch  a  feafon  as  this,  it  will  not  be  right  to  ad- 
vance into  that  country,  neither  can  we  go  into  the 
territories  of  Caffel,  Surnes,  or  Verthes.*  '  And 
what  road  fhall  we  then  take  ?'  cried  the  conftable. 
Upon  which,  the  lord  de  Coucy  faid,  '  I  would 
propofc  that  we  march  to  I'ournay  and  there  crofs 
the  Scheld,  and  take  the  road  towards  Oudenarde. 
This  road  is  very  eafy,  and  we  fhall  engage  with 
our  enemies.  After  pafTmg  the  Scheld  we  fliall 
not  have  any  thing  to  flop  us  before  Tournay. 
We  may  thus  arrive  before  Oudenarde,  and  punifh 
Philip  von  Artaveld.  We  can  have  daily  refrefh- 
nients  of  prqvifion  come  to  us  from  Hainault,  and 

*  A  town  in  Artois  on  the  Lis,  four  leagues  from  Bethune, 
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follow  us  down  the  river  from  Tournay/     This 
fpeech  of  the  lord  de  Coucy  was  well  attended  to, 
and  fupported  by  feveral  for  fome  time  :  but  the 
conftable   and    marfhals    were   more   inclined  to 
follow  the  courfe  of  the  Lis,  to  feek  a  fliorter 
paflage,  than  to  march  to  the    ight  or  left,  by  a 
longer  road ;  and  they  urged  ftrong  reafons  for  It, 
faying,  '  If  we  look  for  any  other   road   but  the 
llraight  one,  we  do  not  Ihew  ourfelves  good  men 
at  arms,  at  leaft  it  is  our  duty  to  examine   If  we 
cannot  crofs  the  river  above  or  below  this  pafs  at 
Commines,  which  is  guarded.     Be  ides,  if  we  re- 
treat, our  enemies  will  rejoice  and  been  couraged: 
their  forces  will  encreafe,  and  they  will  fay  that  we 
fly  from  them.    There  is  alfo  another  point  which 
ought  to  be  confidered :  w^e  are  ignorant  what  has 
been  the  fuccefs  of  the  ambaifaaors  they  fent  to 
England  ;  for,  if  by  any  treaty  alTi (lance  fnould 
come  to  them  from  that  quarter,  they  will  give  us 
much  trouble.     It   is   therefore  better  that  we  get 
rid  of  this  bufinefs  in  Flanders  as  fpeedily  as  pofiible, 
than  be  thus  long  in  determining  upon  it.      *_.et  us 
inflantly,  and  with  courage,  march  towards  Com- 
mines, and  God  will  affifl  us.     We  have  fo  often 
croffed  and  recrolTed  larger  rivers  than  this  Lis, 
that  it  cannot  long  prevent  us  from  palling  it. 
Happen  what  may,  when  we  are  on  its  banks  we 
can  then  form  our  opinions  ;  and  when  ttiofe  of 
our  company  In  the  van-guard  (who  have  foy  thefe 
twenty  or  thirty  years  feen  many  more  dangerous 
pafles  than  this)  have  crolTed  this  river,  and  gained 
the  other  fide,  our  enemies  will  be  a  hundred  times 
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more  frightened  than  if  we  had  marched  at  our 
cafe,  feeking  a  paflfage  on  the  right  or  left,  out  of 
our  direO;  road :  we  may  then  confider  ourfelves 
as  lords  of  rianders.* 

This  plan  was  unanimoufly  adopted.  During 
the  time  thefe  lords  were  t<lTeiobled,  they  confidered 
how  they  fhould  form  their  battalions ;  and  feleded 
thofe  who  were  to  march  on  foot  with  the  conftable 
in  the  van-guard,  in  order  to  clear  the  roads  for 
the  army  to  pafs  and  march  in  a  line,  and  to  act 
as  fcouts  to  obferve  and  find  out  their  enemies. 
They  alfo  chofe  thofe  who  were  to  be  in  the  king's 
battalion,  regulated  the  arms  with  which  they 
fhould  ferve,  and  appointed  proper  perfons  to  carry 
the  oriflamme  of  France  and  to  guard  it ;  and  like- 
wife  determined  of  what  numbers  the  wings  were 
to  be  compofed,  and  how  many  were  to  be  in  the 
rear-guard.  All  thefe  things  they  debated  and 
arranged. 

When  thefe  points  had  been  fettled,  and  they 
could  not  think  of  any  thing  more  that  was  ne- 
ceffary  to  be  done,  the  council  broke  up,  and  every 
one  retired  to  his  lodgings.  Thofe  lords  and 
barons  who  had  not  been  prefent  were  informed 
of  the  regulations,  and  the  manner  in  which  they 
were  to  acl  from  henceforward. 

It  was  this  day  ordered  that  the  king  fliould  on 
the  morrow  diflodge  from  Seclin,  march  through 
Lille  without  halting,  and  take  up  his  quarters  at 
Margnette  I'Abbaye  j  and  that  the  van-guard  fhould 
pafs  on  to  Commines  and  Warneton,  and  do  the 
moft  they  could  in  the  courfe  of  the  day. 

This 
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This  being  fettled,  the  mafter  of  the  crofs-bows, 
in  conjun£lion  with  the  conflable  and  marfhals, 
unanimoufly  appointed  fir  Jofle  de  Haluyn  and  the 
lord  de  Rambures  to  the  command  of  the  infantry, 
who  were  to  clear  the  roads  by  cutting  down  hedges 
and  forefts,  filling  up  vallies  and  every  thing  elfe 
that  might  be  necefl'ary  :  their  numbers  amounted 
to  feventeen  hundred  and  fixty. 

In  the  van-guard  were  the  marllials  of  Flanders, 
France  and  Burgundy,  who  had  under  their  com- 
mand feventeen  hundred  men  at  arms  and  feven 
hundred  crofs-brows,  befides  four  thoufand  infantry 
whom  the  earl  had  given  to  them,  armed  with 
large  fliields   and   other   weapons.      It   was   alfo 
ordered  that  the  earl  of  Flanders,  and  his  battalion, 
confifting  of  about  fixteen  hundred  men  at  arms, 
knights,  fquires  and  infantry,   fhould  march   on 
the  wings  of  the  van-guard  to  reinforce  it,  fhould  it 
be  neceflary.   It  was  likewife  ordered  that  the  king's 
■battalion  fliould  march  between  the  van-guard  and 
the  battalion  of  the  earl  of  Flanders,  and  that  the 
king's  three  uncles,  Berry,  Burgundy  and  Bourbon 
fhould  be  in  it,  and  alfo  the  count  de  la  Marche, 
fir  James  de  Bourbon,  his  brothers,  the  count  de 
Clermont,  the  dauphin  d'Auvergne,  the  count  de 
Dampmartin,  the  count  de  Sancerre,  fir  John  de 
Boulogne,  to  the  amount  of  fix  thoufand  men  at 
arms,  two  thoufand  genoefe  crofs-bows  and  others. 
The  rear-guard  was  to  confifl  of  two  thoufand 
men  at  arms  and  two  hundred  archers ;  the  com- 
manders of  which  were  the  lord  John  d*Artois 
count  d*Eu,   the  lord   Guy  count  de  Blois,  fir 

Waleran 
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Waleran  count  de  St.  Pol,  fir  William  count  deHar- 
court,  the  lord  de  Chatillon  and  the  lord  de  Sere. 

Sir  Peter  de  Villiers  was  appointed  to  bear  the 
oriflamme,  attended  by  four  knights,  whofe  names 
were  fir  Robert  le  Baveux,  fir  Morice  de  Sancourt, 
fir  Guy  de  Trefiquidi  and  Brandon  de  la  Heufe  : 
le  borgne  de  Ruet  and  le  borgne  de  Montdoulcet 
were  named  to  guard  the  banner. 

It  is  proper  to  be  known,  that  the  lords  who 
had  planned  this  expedition  had  determined  they 
would  never  return  to  France  until  they  had 
engaged  Philip  von  Artaveld  and  his  forces,  and  it 
was  for  this  reafon  they  had  drawn  up  their  bat- 
talions as  ready  for  the  combat  on  the  morrow.   •? 

The  lords  d'Albreth,  de  Coucy,  and  fir  Hugh 
de  Hanlon  were  ordered  to  form  the  battalions 
and  place  them  in  array.  Sir  William  de  Bannes 
and  the  lord  de  Champreny  were  appointed  marlhals 
to  attend  to  the  quarters  of  the  king  arid  his  bat- 
talion. 

It  was  alfo  ordered,  that  on  the  day  of  battle, 
no  one  but  the  king  and  eight  valiant  men  ap- 
pointed to  attend  his  perfon  Ihould  be  on  horfe- 
back.  The  names  of  thefe  eight  men  were  as  fol- 
lows :  the  lord  de  Raineval,  le  begue  de  Villaines^ 
fir  Aymemon  de  Pommiers,  fir  Knguerrant  dc 
Haluyn,  the  vifcount  d'Acy,  fir  Guy  le  Eavcux, 
fir  Nicholas  de  Pennel  and  fir  William  des  Bourdes. 
The  lord  de  Raineval  and  fir  Enguerrant  de  Haluyn. 
were  to  take  poft  in  front  of  the  king  :  le  begue 
de  Villaines  and.  the  vifcount  d'Acy  (who  is  called 
in  fcveral  places  hereafter  the  vifcount  d'Aunoy) 

were 
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were  to  place  themfelves  on  each  fide;  and  fir 
Aymemon  de  Pommiers,  fir  Nicholas  de  Fennel,  fir 
Guy  le  Baveux  and  fir  William  des  Bourdes  were 
to  take  poft  in  the  rear. 

It  was  likewife  ordered,  that  on  the  day  of 
battle,  fir  Oliver  de  ClifTon,  conftable  of  France, 
and  fir  William  de  Poitiers,  baftard  de  Langres, 
fliould  advance  on  horfeback,  to  reconnoitre  and 
obferve  the  appearance  of  the  enemy. 


CHAP.  XXXIV. 

S®ME  FEW  OF  THE  FRENCH,  NOT  BEING  AIJLE  TO 
CROSS  THE  LIS  AT  THE  BRIDGE  OF  COMMINES,  FIND 
MEANS  OF  DOING  SO,  BY  BOATS  AND  OTHER  CRAFT, 
UNKNOWN  TO  THE  FLEMINGS. 

nPHE  orders  above  mentioned  were  punctually 
obeyed  ;  and  the  van-guard  dillodged  on  the 
morrow,  marching  in  order  of  battle  towards 
Commines.  They  found  the  roads  well  made,  for 
the  lord  de  Franfures*  and  fir  JoflTe  de  Haluyn 
had  paid  great  attention  to  them  :  this  was  on  the 
Monday. 

When  the  conftable  and  marfhals  of  France, 
with  the  van-guard,  arrived  at  the  bridge  of  Com- 
mines, they  were  forced  to  halt ;  for  it  was  fo 

^  Franfures.     He  before  calls  him  Rambures. 
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completely  deftroyed  that  it  was  not  In  the  power 
of  man  to  repair  it,  if  any  oppofition  fhould  be 
made  when  they  were  attempting  it,  as  the  Flem- 
ings were  in  great  force  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the 
river,  and  ready  to  defend  the  pafs  againft  all  who 
might  wiih  to  attack  them  :  they  were  upwards  of 
nine  thoufand,  under  the  command  of  Peter  du 
Bois  and  others,  who  fhewed  good  inclinations  to 
repulfe  any  attempt. 

Peter  du  Bois  had  placed  himfelf  on  the  caufe- 
way,  at  the  end  of  the  bridge,  with  a  battle-axe 
in  his  hand  ;  and  the  Flemings  were  drawn  up  on 
each  fide. 

The  conftable  of  France  and  the  lords  with  him, 
having  confidered  the  fituatron,  thought  it  impof- 
fible  to  pafs  the  river  at  that  place  unlefs  the  bridge 
were  rebuilt :  they  ordered  their  fervants  to  follow 
the  courfe  of  the  river,  and  examine  its  banks  for 
about  a  league  up  and  down.  When  they  re- 
turned, they  informed  their  mailers,  who  were 
waiting  for  them,  that  they  had  not  been  able  to 
find  any  place  where  the  cavalry  could  pafs. 

Upon  hearing  this,  the  conftable  was  much 
vexed  and  fald, — '  We  have  been  badly  advifed  to 
take  this  road  :  better  would  it  have  been  for  us  to 
have  gone  to  St.  Omer  than  remain  in  this  danger, 
or  to  have  crolied  the  Scheld  at  Tournay,  as  the 
lord  de  Coucy  advifed,  and  to  have  marched  ftraight 
to  Oudenarde  and  fought  our  enemies,  fmce  it  is 
both  our  duty  and  inclination  to  combat  them ; 
and  they  are  fo  prefumptuous  they  would  have 
waited  for  us  at  their  fiege.' — The  lord  Louis  de 

Sancerre 


Sancerre  then  fald, — '  I  am  of  opinion  that  we  fix 
our  quarters  here  for  this  day,  and  lodge  our  army, 
fliould  it  arrive,  as  well  as  we  are  able  j  and  that 
we  fend  to  Lille  to  feek  for  boats  and  hurdles,  that 
may  come  down  the  river,  with  which  to-morrow 
we  can  throw  a  bridge  from  thefe  fine  meads  and 
crofs  over  ;  for  we  have  no  other  alternative.* 

Upon  this,  fir  Jofle  de  Haluyn  faid, — ^  My 
lord,  '  we  have  been  informed  that  there  will  be 
great  difficulties  between  this  and  Lille;  for  the 
river  Menyn,  on  which  all  boats  mult  pafs  to  come 
■hither,  has  been  obftruded  by  large  beams  thrown 
acrofs  it  by  the  Flemings  who  are  in  thofe  parts  : 
they  have  befides  totally  deflroyed  the  bridge,  and 
we  learn  it  is  impoffible  for  any  veifels  or  boats  to 
pafs.' 

*  I  know  not  then,'  added  the  conftable,  '  what 
we  can  now  do.  It  will  be  better  for  us  to  take 
the  road  to  Aire,  and  crofs  the  Lis  at  that  place, 
flnce  we  are  unable  to  do  fo  here.' 

During  the  time  the  conftable  and  marfhals  of 
France  and  Burgundy  were  in  this  dilemma  at  the 
bridge  of  Commines,  feveral  knights  and  fquires 
filently  withdrew,  with  the  intent  to  hazard  fome 
gallant  deeds  of  arms  and  attempt  to  crofs  the  ri- 
ver, whatever  it  might  coft  them.  They  meant 
iikewife  to  combat  the  Flemings  in  their  entrench- 
ments and  open  a  paffage,  as  I  fhall  now  relate. 

While  the  van- guard  was  on  its  march  from 
Lille  to  Commines,  the  lord  de  St.  Py,  and  fome 
other  knights  from  Hainault,  Flanders,  Artois,  and 
even  France,  had  held  a  council  without  the  know- 
ledge 
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ledge  of  the  conflable  or  marflials.  They  faid ; 
*  We  will  procure  two  or  three  boats,  which  we 
■will  launch  into  the  river  Lis,  at  a  fheltered  place, 
below  Commines,  and  will  fix  pofls  on  each  fide 
of  the  river  where  it  is  not  wide,  to  faften  cords 
to.  We  fliall  by  this  means  foon  convey  over  a 
large  body  of  men,  and  by  marching  on  the  rear 
of  our  enemies  we  may  attack  them,  and,  if  vic- 
torious, we  Ihall  gain  the  reputation  of  valiant  men 
at  arms.*  After  they  had  thus  determined  in  coun- 
cil, the  lord  de  St.  Py  exerted  himfelf  fo  much  that 
he  procured  from  Lille  a  boat  and  cords,  with 
every  other  neceflary  article.  On  the  other  hand, 
fir  Herbeaux  de  Belleperche  and  fir  John  de  Roye, 
who  were  companions  in  this  expedition,  had  alfo 
caufed  a  boat  t©  be  brought.  Sir  Henry  de  Manny, 
fir  John  de  Mahitrait  and  fir  John  Chauderon,  Bre- 
tons, who  had  been  of  this  council,  had  likewife 
provided  one,  and  followed  the  preceding  com- 
panies. 

The  lord  de  St.  Py  was  the  firft  who  arrived  at 
the  river  with  his  boat,  cords  and  faflenings.  They 
fixed  a  ftrong  flake  to  which  they  tied  the  cord  : 
three  varlcts  then  crofled  over,  and  the  boat, 
with  the  cords,  being  launched,  they  fixed  on  the 
oppofite  fide  another  ftrong  poft,  to  which  they 
faftened  the  other  end  of  the  cord :  and,  this  be- 
ing done,  they  returned  with  the  boat  to  their 
mafter. 

It  happened  that  the  conftable  and  marfhals  of 
France  were  at  that  time  at  the  bridge  of  Com- 
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fage*  They  wete  then  informed  of  the  intentions 
of  the  lord  de  St.  Py  and  the  other  knights.  Upon 
which  the  conftable,  addreffing  hiinfelf  to  the 
lord  Louis  de  Sancerre,  faid ;  '  Marihal,  go  and 
fee  what  they  are  doing,  and  if  it  be  pc  ffible  to 
crofs  the  river  in  the  manner  they  propofe,  add 
fome  of  our  men  to  theirs.' 

Jufl  as  thefe  knights  were  preparing  to  embark, 
the  marfhal  of  France  came  thither,  attended  by  a 
large  company  of  knights  and  fquires.  They  made 
way  for  him,  as  was  right.  He  flopped  on  the 
bank,  and  with  pleafure  faw  the  arrangement  of  the 
boats.  The  lord  de  St.  Py,  addreffing  him,  faid, 
'  My  lord,  is  it  agreeable  to  you  that  we  fhould 
crofs  here?'  *  I  am  very  well  pleafed  with  it,'  re- 
plied the  marfhal :  '  but  you  are  running  great 
rilks ;  for  if  our  enemies,  who  are  at  Commines, 
fhould  know  your  intentions,  they  would  do  you 
great  mifchief.* 

*  My  lord,'  anfwered  the  lord  de  Saint  Py,  '  no- 
thing venture,  nothing  win  :  in  the  name  of  God 
and  St.  George,  we  will  crofs  over,  and,  before  to- 
morrow evening,  will  fall  fuddenly  on  our  enemies 
and  attack  them.' 

The  lord  de  Saint  Py  then  placed  his  pennon  in 
the  boat,  and  was  the  firfl  who  ftepped  into  it :  he 
was  followed  by  nine  others,  who  were  as  many  as[ 
the  boat  could  hold ;  and  inflantly,  by  means  of 
the  cord  they  held,  eroded  over.  When  difem- 
barked,  in  order  to  prevent  themfelves  from  being 
difcovered,  they  entered  a  fmall  alder  grove,  where 
they  lay  hidden. 

VcL.  VI,  N  Thofe 


Thofe  on  the  bank,  by  means  of  the  cord,  drew 
the  boat  back.  The  count  de  Converfant,  lord 
d'Anghien,  embarked  with  his  banner,  with  the 
lord  de  Vertain  his  brother,  and  feven  others. 
Thefe  nine  then  paffed,  and  the  third  time  otheri 
followed  them. 

The  two  other  boats  now  arrived  that  belonged 
to  fir  Herbaut  de  Belleperche,  fir  John  de  Roye 
and  the  Bretons,  which  were  launched  in  the  fame 
manner  the  firft  had  been.  Thefe  knights  then 
crofled,  and  none  but  determined  men  at  arms  did 
the  fame.  It  was  a  pleafure  to  fee  with  what  eager- 
nefs  they  embarked:  at  times,  a  great  crowd  was 
pufliing  who  Ihould  crofs  firft ;  fo  that  if  the  mar- 
fhal  of  France  had  not  been  there,  who  kept  them 
in  proper  order,  accidents  would  have  happened 
from  their  overloading  the  boats. 

News  was  brought  to  the  conftable  and  the 
lords  of  France  at  the  bridge  of  Commines,  how 
their  people  were  croffing  the  river,  when  he  faid 
to  the  fenefcbal  de  Rieux,  '  Go  and  examine  this 
paffage,  I  L-^g  of  you,  and  fee  if  our  people  be 
pafling  as  they  tell  us.'  The  lord  de  Rieux  was 
never  happier  than  when  he  had  this  commiflion, 
and,  clapping  fpurs  to  his  horfe,  haftened  thither 
with  his  whole  company,  to  the  amount  of  full 
forty  man  at  arms. 

When  he  arrived  at  the  pa'Jage  where  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  of  his  countrymen  had  already 
croffed,  he  immediately  difmounted,  and  faid  he 
would  alfo  pafs  the  river.  The  marilial  of  France 
would  not  refufe  him;  and  intelligence  was  fent  ta 
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the  conftable,  that  his  coufin  the  lord  de  "Rieux 
had  croffed.  The  conftable  inufed  a  Httle,  and 
then  faid  ;  *  Make  the  crofs-bows  Ihcot,  and  Ikir- 
mifh  with  the  Flemings  who  are  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  bridge,  to  occupy  their  attention,  and  pre- 
vent them  from  obferving  our  people  ;  for,  if  they 
fliould  have  any  notion  what  they  are  about,  they 
will  fall  upon  them,  deftroy  the  paiTagej  and  kill  all 
thofe  who  have  croifed :  and  I  would  much  rather 
die  than  that  that  fhould  happen.'     ' 

Upon  this,  the  crofs-bows  and  infantry  ad- 
vanced. There  were  among  them  fome  who  flung 
hand-grenades*,  which,  burfting,  call  out  bolts  of 
iron  beyond  the  bridge,  even  as  far  as  rhe  town  of 
Commines.  The  Ikirmifh  now  began  to  be  very 
fharp,  and  the  van-guard,  by  their  movements, 
feemed  determined  co  crofs  the  bridge  if  they 
could.  The  Flemings,  being  fhielded  up  to  their 
nofes,  made  a  good  appearance,  and  defended 
themfelves  well.  Thus  paiTed  this  day,  which  was 
a  Monday,  in  fkirmifhing  j  and  it  was  foon  dark, 
for  at  that  feafon  the  days  are  very  fliort.  The 
boats,  however,  continued  to  carry  over  men  at 
arms  in  great  numbers,  who,  on  their  landing, 
hid  themfelves  in  the  alder  wood,  waiting  for 
more. 

You  may  eafily  guefs  what  perils  they  were  in  | 
for,  had  thofe  in  Commines  gained  the  lead  intel- 
ligence of  them,  they  mull  have  had  them  at  theif 


*  I  call  bombardes,  hand-grenades :   to  my  mmd,  it  explains 
this  palTage  more  eafily.     Lord  Berners  totally  omits  it.  ^ 

]^  ^2  mercy. 
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mercy,  and  conquered  the  greater  part,  befides 
taking  the  boats ;  but  God  favoured  the  other 
party,  and  confented  that  the  pride  of  the  Flemings 
fhould  be  humbled. 


CHAP.  XXXV. 


A  SMALL  BODY  CF  FRENCH,  HAVING  CROSSED  THE 
LLS,  DKAW  UE  IN  BATTLE  AKIIAY  BEFOKE  THE 
FLEMLNGS. 

T  MAINTAIN,  that  all  men  of  underftanding 
muft  hold  this  enterprife  of  the  boats,  and  paf- 
fage  of  men  at  arms,  as  a  deed  of  fuperior  valour 
and  enterprife.  Towards  evening,  the  knights  and 
fquires  of  the  van-guard  were  eager  to  crofs  with 
their  companions  ;  and  the  lord  de  Laval,  the  vif- 
count  de  Rohan,  the  lord  de  la  Belliere,  the  lord 
de  Combort,  fir  Oliver  du  Guefclin,  le  Barrois 
des  Barres,  the  lord  de  Collet,  fir  Reginald  de 
Thouars,  the  lord  de  Poufanges,  fir  William  de 
Lignac,  fir  Walter  de  Paflat,  le  fire  de  ITiouars, 
fir  Louis  de  Confaule,  fir  Triftan  de  la  Jaille,  the 
vifcount  de  Meaux,  the  lord  de  Mailly,  pafled  over, 
and  Bretons,  Flemings,  Poitevins,  French,  Ber- 
ruyers,  Burgundians,  Artoifmen,  Troyens  and  Hai- 
naulrers  in  numbers,  fo  that  late  in  this  Monday 
evening  there  were,  on  the  flanders  fide  of  the  ri- 
ver,   about  four  hundred  men   at  arms,  all  the 
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flower  of  knighthood  j  for  no  varlet  was  fufFered 
to  crofs. 

The  lord  Louis  de  Sancerre,  feeing  fo  many 
gallant  men  (fixteen  banners  and  thirty  pennons), 
faid,  he  fhould  think  himfelf  to  blame,  if  he  re- 
mained behind.  He  then  entered  the  boats,  with 
his  knights  and  fquires ;  and  the  lord  de  Hanged, 
&c.  croiTed  at  the  fame  time. 

When  they  were  all  alfembled,  they  faid,  '  It  is 
time  to  march  towards  Commines,  to  look  at  our 
enemies,  and  fee  if  we  cannot  make  our  quarters 
good  in  the  town.* 

Upon  this,  they  tightened  their  arms,  buckled 
their  helmets  on  their  heads  in  a  proper  manner, 
and,  advancing  through  the  marfhes  which  are 
contiguous  to  the  river,  marched  in  order  of  battle, 
with  banners  and  pennons  difplayed,  as  if  they  were 
immediately  to  engage.  The  lord  de  Saint  Py  was 
the  principal  conductor  and  commander  in  chief, 
becaufe  he  knew  the  country  better  than  any  of  the 
others. 

As  they  were  thus  marching  in  clofe  order,  in 
their  way  towards  the  town,  Peter  du  Bois  and  the 
Flemings  were  drawn  up  on  the  caufeway ;  when, 
calling  their  eyes  towards  the  meads,  they  faw  this 
tody  of  men  at  arms  approaching.  They  were 
exceedingly  allonlfhed,  and  demanded  from  Peter 
du  Bois,  '  By  what  devil  of  a  road  have  thefe  men 
at  arms  come?  and  how  have  they  croiTed  the  Lii  ?' 
lie  replied, — '■  They  mud  have  eroded  in  boats, 
and  we  have  known  nothing  of  the  matter ;  for 
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there  is  neitlrer  bridge  nor  paflable  ford  over  the 
Lis  between  this  and  Courtray.' 

*  What  {hair  we  do  r  faid  Ibme  of  thenn  to  Pe- 
ter du  Bois  :  '  fliail  we  offer  them  battle  ?'  *  By  no 
means,'  replied  Peter  :  '  let  them  advance :  but 
we  will  re  •  ain  in  our  ftrength  and  in  our  place: 
we  are  on  high  ground,  and  they  on  low,  fo  that 
we  have  great  advantage  over  them  ;  and,  if  we 
defcend  to  meet  them  in  the  plain,  we  fhall  lofe  it. 
Let  us  wait  until  the  night  become  more  obfcure, 
and  then  we  will  confider  how  we  had  beft:  aft. 
Tliey  are  not  of  force  fufficient  to  withitand  us  in 
battle  ;  and  befides,  we  are  acquainted  with  all  the 
roads  ot  the  country,  of  which  they  muft  be  ig- 
norant,' 

This  advice  was  followed ;  for  the  Flemings 
never  budged  frcm  rheir  poll,  but  remained  fteady 
at  the  foot  of  the  bridge,  drawn  up  in  order  of 
battle  on  the  caufeway,  in  filence,  and,  by  their 
appearanqe,  feemed  as  if  they  had  not  noticed 
what  was  paiTmg.  Thofe  who  had  croffed  the  river 
continued  advancing  flowly  through  the  marflies, 
following  the  courfe  of  it  as  they  approached 
Commines. 

The  conftable  of  France,  on  the  oppofite  fide  of 
the  water,  faw  his  men  at  arms,  with  banners  and 
pennons  fluttering  in  the  wind,  drawn  up  in  a 
handfome  hnail  battalion,  and  marching  toward 
Commhics.  Oi>^feeing  this,  his  blood  began  to 
run  cold  frorn  the  great  dread  he  had  of  their  be- 
ing defeated  j  for  he  knew  the  Flemings  were  in 
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great  force  on  that  fide  of  the  water.  In  the  ex- 
cefs  of  rage,  he  cried  out, — '  Ah,.  St.  Ives!  ha, 
St.  George  !  ha,  our  lady'!  what  do  I  fee  there  ?  I 
fee  in  part  the  flower  of  our  army,  who  are  moll 
unequally  matched.  I  would  rather  have  died  than 
have  witneffed  this.  Ah  !  fir  Louis  de  Sancerre,  I 
thought  you  more  temperate  and  better  taught  than 
I  fee  you  now  are :  how  could  you  have  hazarded 
fo  many  noble  knights  and  fquires,  and  men  at 
arras,  againil  ten  or  twelve  thoufand  men,  who 
are  proud,  prefumptuous  and  well  prepared,  and 
who  will  fnew  them  no  mercy,  whilfl  we  are  un- 
able, if  there  fliould  be  a  neceility,  to  aid  them? 
Ah,  Rohan!  ah,  Laval!  ah,  Rieux  !  ah,  Beau- 
manoir  !  ah,  Longueville  !  ah,  Rochfort !  ah,  Man- 
ny !  ah,  ^Malcrtroit  !\h,  Converfant !  ah,  fuch  a 
one  and  fuch  a  one,  how  afflicted  am  I  for  you  all ! 
when,  without  ccnfulting  me,  you  have  run  into 
fuch  imminent  danger.  Why  am  I  conftable  of 
France  ?  for,  if  you  be  conquered,  i  ftall  incur 
ail  the  blame,  and  they  will  fay  I  ordered  you  on 
this  mad  enterprife.* 

The  conftable,  before  he  heard  that  fuch  num- 
bers of  valiant  men  had  crofled,  had  forbidden 
any  of  thofe  near  him  to  pafs  the  river  ;  but,  when 
he  faw  the  appearance  of  thofe  who  had  paifed, 
he  faid  aloud,  '  I  give  free  liberty  for  all  who  wifli 
it  to  crofs,  if  they  be  able.' 

At  thefe  words,  the  knights  and  fquires  ftepped 
forth,  feekiiig  means  to  crofs  the  bridge  ;  but  it 
was  foon  night,  and  they  were  forced  to  leave  off 
their  attempt,  though  they  had  begun  to  lay  planks 
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jon  the  beams,  and  even  fome  had  placed  their  tar- 
gets to  make  a  road  ;  fo  that  the  Flemings  who 
were  in  Commines  had  enough  to  do  to  watch 
them,  and  were  puzzled  how  to  a£l,  for  on  the  one 
hand  they  faw  below  the  bridge,  in  the  m.arihes,  a 
large  body  of  men  at  arms,  who  had  halted  with 
their  lances  advanced  before  them,  and  to  whom 
great  reinforcements  were  coming,  and  on  the  other 
thofe  of  the  van-guard  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the 
bridge  were  conftantly  fkirmifhing  with  them  and 
exerting  themfelves  luftily  to  repair  the  bridge. 

In  this  ficuation  were  the  French  who  had  that 
evening  croffed  over  in  boats.  They  had  halted 
on  the  marfhes,  in  mud  and  filth  up  to  their  an- 
cles. Now  confider  what  mufl  have  been  their 
courage  and  difficulties,  when  in  thefe  long  winter 
nights  they  thus  remained  a  whole  night  with  their 
arms  and  helmets  on,  with  their  feet  in  the  mire, 
and  without  any  fort-  of  refrefliments.  Certainly, 
I  fay,  they  are  i\orthy  of  great  renown,  for  they 
were  but  a  handful  of  men  in  comparifon  with  the 
Flemings  in  Commines  and  in  that  neighbour- 
hood. They  dared  not,  therefore,  advance  to  at- 
tack rhem,  and  for  this  reafon  had  halted,  faying 
among  themfeves,  '  Let  us  flop  here  until  it  be 
day-light,  when  we  fliall  have  a  fight  of  thefe  Flem- 
ings who  quit  not  the  advantage  of  their  en- 
trenchments ;  but  at  laft  they  will  not  fail  to  come 
to  us,  and  when  near  we  will  fhout  our  war-cries 
with  a  loud  voice,  each  his  own  cry,  or  the  cry  of 
his  lord,  notwithflanding  all  our  lords  may  not 
have  joined  us :  by  this  means  we  Ihall  frighten 
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them,  when  we  will  fall  on  them  with  a  thorough 
good  will.  It  is  in  the  power  of  God,  and  within 
the  compafs  of  our  own  ability,  to  defeat  them, 
for  they  are  badly  armed,  whilfl  our  fpears  and 
fwords  are  of  well  tempered  fleel  from  Bourdeaux  ; 
and  the  haubergeons  *  they  wear  will  be  a  poor  de- 
fence, and  cannot  prevent  our  blows  from  penetrat- 
ing through  them.'  With  fuch  hopes  as  thefe  did 
thofe  who  had  pafTed  the  river  comfort  themfelves, 
and  remain  in  filence  during  the  night. 

The  conftable  of  France,  who  was  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  river,  towards  Lille,  had  great  anguifh 
at  heart  on  their  account,  and  wifhed  himielf  and 
army  in  the  town  of  Commines  with  them.  The 
marflials  of  Burgundy  and  Flanders,  and  thofe 
knights  who  were  near  his  perfon,  in  order  to 
comfort  him,  faid  ;  '  My  lord,  do  not  be  caft 
down  ;  for  all  m.uft  own  that  thofe  who  have 
crofTed  the  river  are  truly  valiant,  as  well  as  pru- 
dent knights,  and  we  muff  believe  they  will  not 
do  any  thing  but  what  Ihail  be  didated  by  good 
fenfe  and  valour.  They  will  not  engage  in  com- 
bat this  day,  and  you  have  given  permifTion  for 
all  to  pafs  the  river  as  they  can.  To-morrow,  as 
foon  as  day-break  fhall  appear,  let  us  exert  our- 
felves  to  crofs  the  bridge.  We  have  this  day  made 
more  provifion  of  planks  and  timber  than  will  be 
neceflary,  fo  that  we  may  be  foon  over  to  reinforce 
them,  fliould  they  have  need  of  it,  and  thefe  wicked 
people  will  be  prevented  from  overpowering  them.' 

*  Haubergeons,—- small  coats  cf  mail* 

Thus 


IS6 

Thus  was  the  conflable  of  France  confoled  by 
the  vahant  men  in  his  company. 


CHAP.  XXXVL 

THE    FRENCH    WHO    HAD    CROSSED  THE    LIS    DEFEAT, 
WITH    GREAT    SLAUGHTER,    PETER     DU      HOLS    AND- 

THE  FLEMINGS. 'THE  VAN-GUARD  OF  THE  TRJ'NCH 

ARMV    RETAIR  AND    PASS    OVEU    THE    BRIDGE    OF 
COMMINES. 

'|1>ETER  du  Bois  knowing  thefe  men  at  arms  were 
in  the  marllies  joining  Commines,  was  not  per- 
feftly  at  his  cafe,  for  he  was  uncertain  what  might 
be  the  event.  He  had,  however,  under  his  com- 
mand, fix  or  feven  thoufand  men,  to  whom,  dur- 
ing the  night,  he  had  thus  fpoken  ;  '  The  men  at 
arms  who  have  crofTed  the  river  to  fight  with  us  are 
neither  of  iron  nor  fleeL  They  have  laboured  hard 
this  whole  day,  and  have  been  all  night  Handing 
•  in  thefe  marllies,  fo  that  it  is  poifible,  towards  day- 
break, they  will  be  overpowered  with  fleep.  While 
they  are  in  this  fnuation,  we  will  come  flily  to  at- 
tack them  :  our  numbers  are  fufficient  to  furround 
them  ;  but  when  we  have  fo  done,  let  no  one  dare 
to  rufh  upon  them,  but  remain  filent ;  for  when  it 
jfliall  be  proper  time  for  you  to  ad,  I  will  inform 
you.'  'i  o  this  command  of  Peter  they  all  pro- 
mifed  obedience. 

On 


187 

On  the  other  hand,  the  barons,  knights  and 
fquires,  who  had  remained  in  the  marfhes  fo  near 
the  enemy,  were  far  from  being  comfortable : 
fome  of  them  ^  ere  up  to  their  ancles  in  mud,  and 
others  half  way  up  their  legs.  But  their  eagernefs 
and  joy,  on  gaining  this  pafs  with  fo  much  honour, 
(for  very  gallant  deeds  of  arms  were  likely  to  en^ 
fue)  made  them  forget  all  their  pains  and  difficul- 
ties, if  it  had  been  in  fummer-time,  ibib.aci  of 
the  feventh  day  of  .'^  ovember,  they  would  have 
enjoyed  it ;  but  now  the  ground  was  cold^  muddy 
and  dirt  ,  and  the  nights  were  long.  At  times 
alfo  it  rained  heavily  on  ^heir  heads,  but  it  ran  off, 
as  they  had  their  helmets  on  and  every  thing  pre- 
pared for  the  combat,  and  were  only  waiting  for 
the  enemy  to  come  and  attack  them.  The  great 
attention  they  paid  to  be  in  readinefs  kept  up  their 
fpirits,  and  made  them  almoft  forget  their  fituation. 

The  lord  de  Saint  Py  full  loyally  acquitted  him- 
felf  in  this  expedition,  as  a  fcout  and  obferver  of 
what  the  Flemin.;i,rs  were  doing,  though  he  was  the 
commander  in  chief.  He  was  continually  on  the 
look-out,  and  went  privily  to  reconnoitre  their  mo- 
tions. On  his  return,  he  faid  to  his  companions 
in  a  low  voice,  '  Now  up :  our  enemies  are  very 
quiet :  perhaps  they  will  advance  on  us  at  day-break  : 
therefore  be  on  your  guard,  and  prepared  to  a6l.' 
He  would  then  return  again,  to  fee  if  any  thing 
were  going  forward,  and  then  come  back  to  tell 
what  he  had  obferved.  This  he  continued  to  do 
until  the  hour  which  the  Flemings  had  fixed  upon 
to  attack   them,     It   was  on   the  point  of  day 
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when  tliey  began  their  march  In  clofe  order,  with- 
out uttering  a  word.  The  lord  de  Saint  Py,  who 
was  on  the  watch,  no  fooner  faw  this  manccuvre 
than  he  found  they  were  in  carneft,  and,  hafliening 
to  his  companions,  faid  to  them,  '  Now,  my  lords, 
be  alert,  we  have  but  to  do  our  utmoft,  for  our 
enemy  is  on  his  march,  and  will  be  inftantly  here. 
Thefc  barons  of  new  date  are  advancing  flowly, 
and  think  to  catch  and  furprife  us :  {hew  yourfelves 
true  men  at  arms,  for  we  fnall  have  a  battle.' 

As  the  lord  de  Saint  Py  uttered  thefe  words,  the 
knights  and  fquires,  with  great  courage,  feized 
their  long  Bourdeaux  fpears,  and,  having  grafped 
them  with  a  hearty  will,  placed  themfelves  in  as 
good  order  as  any  knights  or  fquires  could  devife. 

When  the  lords  who  had  croffed  the  river,  and, 
as  I  have  before  faid,  found  themfelves  obliged  to 
halt  in  the  marflies,  faw  that  the  Flemings  waited 
their  opportunity  to  attack  them,  they  faid  among 
themfelves,  '  Since  we  are  not  in  fufficient  force  to 
begin  the  combat,  when  the  Flemings  advance 
upon  us  they  will  not  know  what  numbers  we  are : 
let  us  each  fet  up  one  cry,  or  that  of  the  lord  to 
whom  we  may  belong  whether  he  be  prefent  or 
not;  and,  by  thus  fliouting  loudly,  we  fhall  [o 
much  alarm  them  that  they  may  be  defeated.  In 
addirion  to  this,  we  will  receive  them  on  the  points 
of  our  fpear?.  In  this  nianner  did  it  fall  out:  for, 
when  the  Flemings  advanced  to  the  combat,  the 
knights  and  fquires  began  to  utter  their  war-cries, 
infomuch  that  the  conllable  and  van  guard,  who 
had  not  yet  croiTcd  the  bridge,  heard  them,  and 
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fald,  *  Our  friends  are  engaged  :  may  God  help 
them  I  for  at  this  moment  we  are  unable  to  give 
them  any  affiftance/ 

Peter  du  Bois  marched  in  front,  and  was  fol- 
lowed by  his  Flemings ;  but,  when  they  approached 
the  French,  they  were  received  on  the  (harp  points 
of  their  long  Bourdeaux  fpears,  to  which  their  coats 
of  mail  made  not  more  refiflance  than  if  they  had 
been  of  cloth  thrice  doubled,  fo  that  they  pafled 
through  their  bodies,  heads  and  flomachs. 

When  the  Flemings  felt  thefe  fharp  fpears  which 
impaled  them,  they  fell  back,  and  the  French 
advancing  gained  ground  upon  them ;  for  there 
were  none  fo  hardy  but  what  feared  their  flrokes, 
Peter  du  Bois  was  one  of  the  firll  wounded  and  run 
through  by  a  lance.  It  came  quite  out  at  his  flioul- 
der  :  he  was  alfo  wounded  on  the  head,  and  would 
have  been  indantly  flain  if  it  had  not  been  for  the 
body-guard  he  had  formed,  of  thirty  (tout  varlets, 
who,  taking  him  in  their  arms,  carried  him  as 
quickly  as  they  could  out  of  the  crowd. 

The  mud  from  the  caufeway  to  Commines  was 
fo  deep  that  all  thefe  people  funk  in  it  up  to  the 
middle  of  their  legs.  The  men  at  arms,  who  had 
been  long  accuftomed  to  their  profelTion,  drove 
down  and  flew  the  Flemings  without  let  or  hin- 
drance :  they  Ihouted,  '  Saint  Py  for  ever  !*  *  La- 
val, Sancerre,  Anghien,'  and  the  war-cries  o^ 
others  whO  were  there.  The  Flemings  were  pa- 
nic-ftruck,  and  began  to  give  way,  when  they  faw 
thefe  knights  attack  them  fo  vigoroufly  and  pierce 
ihgm  through  with  their  fpears.     They  retreated, 

and 
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and  falling  back  on  each  other,  were  followed  by 
the  French,  who  marched  through  them  or  around 
them,  always  attacking  the  thickeft  bodies.  They 
no  more  fpared  killing  them  than  if  they  had  been 
fo  many  dogs  ;  and  they  were  in  the  right,  for,  had 
the  Flemings  conquered,  they  would  have  ferved 
them  the  fame. 

The  Flemings,  finding  themfelves  thus  driven 
back,  and  that  the  men  at  arms  had  won  the  caufe= 
way  and  bridge,  counfelled  together,  to  fet  fire  to 
the  town,  in  hopes  it  would  caufe  the  French  to 
retreat,  or  enable  them  to  collect  their  people. 
This  was  executed,  and  fire  fet  to  feveral  houfes, 
which  were  inflantly  in  flames  ;  but  they  were  dif- 
appointed  in  thinking  by  this  to  frighten  the 
French,  for  they  purfued  them  as  valiantly  as  be- 
fore,  fighting  and  flaying  them  on  the  ground,  or 
in  the  houfes  whither  they  had  retreated. 

Upon  this  the  Flemings  made  for  the  open  plain, 
where  they  collecled  in  a  body.  They  fenc  to 
Vertain,  Poperingue,  Bergues,  Rollers,  iVlefieres, 
Wariieton  and  the  other  neighbouring  towns,  to 
urge  them  to  come  to  their  aflirtance  at  Commines. 
Thofe  who  fled,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  vil- 
lages near  Comnnnes,  began  to  fet  their  bells 
a-ringing,  which  clearly  (liewed  there  was  an  en- 
gagement going  forward. 
4|  Some  of  them,  however,  began  to  flacken,  and 
others  to  occupy  themfelves  in  faving*  what  they 
could  of  their  goods,  and  to  carry  ihem  to  Ypres 
or  Ccurtray,  Women  and  children  ran  thither, 
leaving  their  houfes  full  of  furniture,  cattle  and 
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grain.  Others  again  marched  in  hade  towards 
Commines,  to  help  their  countrymen  who  were 
fighting. 

While  all  this  was  paffing,  and  thofe  valiant 
"knights  who  had  croffed  the  Lis  in  boats  were  fo 
gallantly  engaged,  th.e  conflable  and  van-guard 
were  bufily  employed  in  attempting  to  repair  the 
bridge  and  crofs  it.  There  was  a  very  great 
throng,  for  the  conflable  had  given  permiffion  for 
all  to  pafs  it  who  could.  There  was  much  dan- 
ger for  thofe  who  croifed  it  firfl ;  and  the  lords 
who  did  fo  were  obliged  to  ftep  on  targets  throwa 
on  the  beams  of  the  bridge.  When  they  had 
croffed,  they  began  to  flrengthen  the  bridge,  for 
they  found  the  planks  lying  on  the  ground,  which 
they  put  in  their  proper  places.  During  the  night 
two  waggon-loads  of  hurdles  were  brought,  which 
were  of  great  ufe  to  them,  fo  that  fliortly  it  was 
made  as  ftrong  as  ever.  On  the  Tuefday  the 
whole  van-guard  paffed,  took  poffeffion  of  the 
place,  and,  as  they  croffed,  fixed  their  quarters 
in  the  town. 

The  earl  of  Flanders,  hearing  that  the  van- 
guard was  engaged  at  the  pafs  at  Commines,  fent 
thither  fix  thoufand  infantry  to  their  affiftance; 
but,  when  they  arrived,  the  bufinefs  was  over  and 
the  bridge  rebuilt.  The  conftable  fent  them  to 
Warneton  to  rebuild  that  bridge,  that  the  bagf^age 
might  pafs  it  this  Tuefday  without  delay. 

News  was  brought  on  Tuefday  morning  to  the 
king  of  France  at  the  abbey  of  Marquette,  that 
the  pafs  at  Commines  was  won,  and  the  van-guard 
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on  the  other  lide,  which  was  very  agreeable  to  the 
king  and  his  uncles.  It  was  inftantly  determined 
that  the  king  fhould  crofs  the  river ;  and,  the  king 
having  heard  mafs  with  his  lords  and  drank  a  cup, 
they  mounted  their  horfes  and  took  the  road  to 
Commines.  Thole  of  the  van-guard  who  were  in 
Commines  drove  out  the  Flemings.  There  were 
flain  of  them  in  the  ftreets  and  fields  about  four 
thoufand,  not  including  thofe  killed  in  the  purfuit, 
in  wind-mills,  and  in  raonafteries,  whither  they 
had  fled  for  fhelter  ;  for,  as  loon  as  the  Bretons 
had  crolTed,  they  mounted  their  horfes  and  began 
a  chace  after  the  Flemings  and  overrun  the  coun- 
try which  was  then  rich  and  plentiful. 

The  lords  de  Rieux,  de  Laval,  de  Maleflroit, 
the  vifcount  de  la  Belliere  and  the  lord  de  Com- 
bort,  with  their  men,  rode  on  until  they  came  to 
Vertain,  which  is  a  large  town  :  it  was  taken  and 
burnt,  and  thofe  found  in  it  were  put  to  death. 
The  Bretons  had  great  profit  from  their  pillage,  as 
well  as  the  others  who  had  fpread  abroad  over  the 
country.  They  found  the  houfes  full  of  dra- 
peries, furs,  with  cloths  of  gold  and  filver  ;  for, 
trufling  to  the  ftrength  of  the  pafiage  over  the  ri- 
ver Lis,  the  Flemings  had  not  carried  away  any 
thing  from  their  houfes  to  the  ftrong  towns. 

The  firft  Bretons,  Normans  and  Burgundians 
vho  entered  Flanders  by  the  pafs  at  Commines, 
paid  no  attention  to  pieces  of  cloth,  furs  or  jewels, 
but  to  the  gold  and  filver  which  they  found.  How- 
ever, thofe  who  followed  cleared  the  whole  coun- 
j;ry,  for  every  thing  was  acceptable  to  them. 
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CHAP.  XXXVIL 

PHlLIP  VON  ARTAVELD  TAKES  MEASURES  TO  RESIST 
THE  FORCE  OF  THE  KING  OF  FRANCE.— HE  RE- 
CEIVES AN  ANSWER  FROM  HIS  AMBASSADORS  IN 
ENGLAND. 

11  AD  news  foon  flies  abroad.  On  Tuefday  morn- 
ing Philip  von  Artaveld  heard,  while  he  lay 
before  Oudenarde,  that  the  French  had  eroded 
the  Lis  on  the  Monday  in  boats,  and  had  ad- 
vanced as  far  as  Commines,  having  conquered  the 
Flemings  ported  there  and  in  the  adjacent  parts ; 
that  about  fix  thoufand  Flemings  had  been  flain, 
and  that  Peter  du  Bois  was  fuppofed  to  be  dead, 

Philip  was  thunderftruck  at  this  intelligence; 
and  he  afked  the  lord  de  Harzelles  who  was  pre- 
fent,  '  what  was  to  be  done.*  The  lord  de  Har- 
zelles replied,  '  You  inuft  go  to  Ghent,  and  col- 
let: as  many  people  as  you  can  in  the  town,  and  re- 
turn with  them  hither :  you  mufl  then  march  your 
whole  army  to  Courtray ;  for  when  the  king  of 
France  learns  that  you  are  marching  in  full  force 
againfl  him, he  will  confider  v/ell  before  he  advances 
further  into  the  country.  We  ought  in  a  Ihort 
time  to  receive  news  from  our  ambafladors  in  Eng- 
land. It  may  be  that  the  •  king  of  England  and 
his  uncles  will  crofs  the  fea  with  a  large  army,  or 
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perhaps  they  have  already  done  io,  which  will  be 
fortunate  for  us.' 

'  I  am  furprifed/  anfwered  Philip,  *  how  the 
Englilh  can  fo  long  delay  it,  when  they  know  they 
are  to  have  free  entrance  into  this  country  j  and 
I  marvel  what  they  are  thinking  of,  as  well  as  our 
people  who  are  there.  Notwithflanding  this,  I  will 
not  hefitate  going  to  Ghent  to  draw  out  the  arriere- 
ban,  with  which  I  will  return  and  offer  battle  to 
the  king  of  France,  whatever  be  the  confequences. 
I  am  informed  by  Peter  du  Bois,  that  the  king  of 
France  has  full  twenty  thoufand  men  at  arms, 
which  conilitute  fixty  thoufand  fighting  men.  I 
will  draw  up  in  battle-array  as  many  to  meet  him  ; 
and  if  God,  out  of  his  grace,  and  the  jufl  caufe  we 
have,  fliould  enable  me  to  defeat  him,  I  fhall  be 
the  mofl  refpeded'  lord  in  the  world  ;  if  I  be  dif- 
com'fited,  better  fortune  will  befal  a  greater  lord 
than  myfelf.' 

As  Philip  von  Artaveld  and  the  lord  de  Harzelles 
•were  thus  converfmg,  fome  foldiers  arrived  who  had 
been  at  the  battle  of  Commines,  who  confirmed 

•  the   firJl    intelligence.     Philip    faid,   '  And  Peter 
du  Bois,  is  he  dead,  or  a  prifoner?*    They  anfweredp 

*  Neither  ;  but  he  has  been  feverely  wounded  in 
the  battle,  and  has  retired  to  Bruges.' 

At  thefe  words,  Philip  mounted  his  horfe  and 
ordered  thirtv  -of  his  men  to  do  the  fame,  when  he 
.fct  out  for  Bruges.  He  quitted,  however,  the 
-dirQ6t  road,  to  view  fome  of  the  garrifon  of  Ou- 
illcnarde  who  had  made  a  fally  the  preceding  night, 
^>ut-.-hud  been  overpowered  and  flain  :  they  were 
...    -  •  twelve 
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twelve  in  number  who  had  been  put  to  death* 
As  he  was  thus  examining  the  dead,  he  faw, 
coming  towards  him  from  Ghent,  a  herald  at= 
tached  to  the  king  of  England,  whdfe  name  was 
Chandos,  though  called  Ireland  king  at  arms. 
Philip  was  much  pleafed  at  the  arrival  of  this 
herald,  and  alked  'what  news  he  had  brought.* 
'  My  lord,'  replied  the  herald,  '  five  of  your  am- 
baifadors  returned  to  Ghent,  accompanied  by  a 
knight  called  fir  William  Frenenton*,  who,  by 
orders  from  the  king  and  council,  bring  letters  (^as 
we  learnt  from  them  at  Dover)  addreifed  to  you 
as  regent  of  Flanders.  When  you  know  the  con^ 
tents  of  thefe  letters,  and  approve  of  the  great 
alliance  offered  to  you,  large  reinforcements  will 
be  inflantly  fent  you  on  the  return  of  the  knight 
and  his  companions  to  England.* 

Philip  faid, — '  I  am  not  well  fatisfied  with  fuch 
an  arrangement :  the  fuccours  will  come  too  late. 
Go  to  my  quarters.'  He  ordered  him  to  be  con- 
duced to  the  lodgings  of  the  lord  de  HarzelleSj 
that  he  might  hear  the  news ;  while  he  took  the 
road  to  Ghent,  but  in  fo  melancholy  a  temper  of 
mind  that  nothing  could  be  got  from  him^  nor 
could  he  be  perfuaded  to  enter  into  any  agreeable 
converfation. 

*  Sir  \V.  Frpnington.     Q.^  if  not  Farringdon. 
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CHAP.  XXXVIIt. 

T'HE    KI^^G    OF    TRANCE     CROSSES    THE    LIS    AT    THE 

BRIDGE     OF     COMMINES. THE    TOWN    OF    YPRES 

SURRENDERS  TO  HIM. 

ITTE  will  now  return  to  the  king  of  France,  and 
fay  how  he  went  on.  When  intelHgence 
was  brought  him  of  Commines  being  conquered, 
that  the  Flemings  were  difperfed  and  the  bridge 
rebuilt,  he  fet  out  from  the  abbey  of  Marquette, 
where  he  had  lodged,  and  marched  with  his  whole 
army  in  battle-array,  as  was  befitting  him  to  doj 
towards  Commines.  The  king  and  his  uncles  ar- 
rived at  Commines  on  the  Tuefday,  and  took  up 
their  lodgings  in  the  town  ;  from  whence  the  van- 
guard had  marched  for  the  hill  of  Ypres,  where 
they  had  fixed  their  quarters.  On  the  Wednefday 
morning  the  king  advanced  to  the  hill  of  Ypres, 
where  he  remained  until  the  baggage  and  the  re- 
mainder of  his  ari?iy  fhould  crofs  the  river  at  Com- 
mines or  at  Warneton,  for  there  were  very  numer- 
ous trains,  and  multitudes  of  horfes. 

On  Wednefday,  the}cing's  rear-guard  pafled  the 
bridge  of  Commines.  It  confided  of  two  thou- 
fand  men  at  arms  and  two  thoufand  crofs-bows, 
under  the  command  of  the  count  d'Eu,  the  count 
de  Blois,  the  count  St.  Pol,  the  count  de  Harcourt, 
the  lords  dc  Chatillon  and  de  laFere.  Thefe  lords, 
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with  their  men,  lodged  this  Wednefday  at  Corn- 
mines. 

When  night  came,  and  thefe  lords  thought  of 
repofmg  thcmfelves  after  their  march,  they  heard 
the  cry,  'To  arms  i*  They  thought  certainly  they 
Ihould  have  a  battle,  and  that  the  Flemings  from 
YpreSjCaiTel,  Bergues,  and  their  dependencies  were 
collected  and  on  their  march  to  attack  them.  The 
lords  armed  themfelves,  put  on  their  helmets,  dif- 
played  their  banners  before  their  lodgings ;  and, 
having  lighted  torches,  each  lord  advanced  to  the 
caufeway  under  his  banner  or  pennon  :  as  their 
men  came,  they  drew  up  and  arranged  themfelves 
under  their  proper  banners ;  and  thus  they  re- 
mained, half  way  up  their  legs  in  mud,  almoil  the 
whole  night.  You  may  imagine  if  thefe  lords  had 
the  bell  of  it,  fuch  as  the  count  de  Blois  and  the 
others,  who  had  not  been  accuftomed  to  fuffer  fuch 
cold  and,  comfortlefs  nights  as  thefe  a  month  be- 
fore Chriftmas ;  but,  when  their  honour  was  at 
ftake,  they  minded  it  not,  for  they  thought  they 
fhould  be  attacked  every  moment :  however,  it 
was  not  fo,  for  this  was  a  falfe  alarm  caufed  by  a 
fcuffle  among  the  varlcts.  Their  lords,  however, 
fuffered  for  it,  which  they  bore  as  well  as  they 
could. 

Cn  Thurfday  morning,  the  rear-guard  diflodged 
from  Commines,  and  marched  in  good  order  to- 
wards their  main  army,  which  v/as  encamped  on 
the  hill  of  Ypres,  the  van-guard,  the  battalion  of 
the  king  and  all.  The  principal  commanders  held 
a  council,  to  confider  whether  they  fliould  march 

to 
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to  yprcs,  Courtray  or  Bruges.  Whiifi;  they  r^ 
mained  there,  the  french  foragers  overran  the 
country,  where  they  found  a  marvellous  quantity 
of  beafls,  grain  and  ail  other  provifions ,  for,  fince 
they  had  gained  the  paifage  at  Commines,  they 
were  never  in  want. 

The  inhabitants  of  Ypres,  finding  the  king  fo 
near  with  his  whole  army,  and  the  paffage  gained, 
were  not  much  at  their  eafe,  and  confidered  how 
they  fhould  aft.  The  town-council  affembicd.  The 
richefl  and  chief  inhabitants,  who  had  been  of  the 
moderate  party,  but  v.ho  had  not  dared  tp  fhew 
jt,  propofed  throwing  themfelves  on  the  king's' 
mercy,  and  fending  to  hini  the  keys  of  the  town. 
The  governor,  who  was  from  Ghent,  appointed 
by  Philip  von  Artaveld,  would  not  liflien  to  a  fur- 
render,  but  faid  J  *  Our  town  is  fufficiently  ftrong, 
and  we  are  well  provided  with  every  thing.  We 
will  fland  our  ground  ;  during  which  time  Philip 
will  allemble  nis  forces,  to  combat  the  king  and 
raife  the  fiege.' 

Others  replied,  '  That  he  was  not  alTured  this 
would  fo  happen  :  that  it  was  not  in  the  power  of 
Philip  von  Artaveld,  nor  of  the  whole  country,  to 
defeat  the  king  of  France,  unjefs  the,'  had  the  af- 
fiilance  of  the  Englifh,  of  which  there  was  not 
any  appearance  j  and  that,  in  fhort,  the  bed  thing 
they  could  do  would  be  to  furrender  themfelves  to 
the  kintr  of  France.' 

High  words  enfued,  which  ended  in  a  riot,  in 
which  the  chief  i  .habitants  were  mafters.  The 
governor,  named  Peter  Yaifclaire,  was  llain.  When 
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this  was  over,  they  called  to  them  two  preaching 
friars,  whom  they  fent  to  the  king  and  his  uncles 
on  the  hill  of  Ypres,  to  know  if  it  were  agreeable 
to  them  to  enter  into  an  amicable  treaty  with  the 
town. 

The  king  was  advifed  to  grant  paflports  to  twelve 
of  the  cicizens  and  an  abbot  (who  being  at  Ypres 
had  interfered  in  this  bufmefs)  to  come  to  the 
camp,  and  explain  more  fully  what  their  intentions 
were.  The  friars  returned  to  the  town,  when  the 
twelve  citizens  elefted  by  the  council- and  inhabit- 
ants, and  the  abbot,  went  to  mount  Ypres,  where, 
calling  themfelves  on  their  knees,  they  offered  to 
place  the  town  under  the  king's  obedience  for  ever, 
«ind  without  any  terms  of  refervation. 

The  king  of  France  following  the  good  advice 
which  was  given  him,  to  gain  the  country  by 
gentle  means,  and  not  wifhing  to  {hew  any  ill  will 
or  cruelty,  received  them  kindly,  and  accepted 
their  offer ;  on  condidon  that  the  town  would 
pay  forty  thoufand  francs,  to  defray  the  fmaller 
expenfes  which  this  expedition  had  hitherto  coft. 

The  inhabitants  of  Ypres  were  much  rejoiced  at 
this  event,  and  never  afterwards  rebelled.  Thus 
were  the  citizens  pardoned.  They  entreated  the 
king  and  his  uncles  would  be  pleafed  to  partake 
of  fome  refrefhments  in  their  town,  which  would 
give  great  joy  to  the  inhabitants.  A  promife  was 
in  truth  made  them,  that  the  king  Ihould  come 
thither,  when  he  fhould  be  further  advanced  in 
Flanders.  Upon  .this  the  deputation  returned  to 
the  town,  mightily  pleafed  to  find  themfelves  at 
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peace  with  the  king  of  France.  The  forty  thou- 
fand  francs  were  inflantly  raifed  among  themfelves, 
and  paid  to  the  king,  or  to  his  commiffioners,  be- 
fore he  made  his  entry  into  Ypres. 


CHAP.  XXXIX. 

THE  KING  OF  FRANCE    RECEIVES    INFORMATION  OF    A 

RIOT    AMONG     THE     PARISIANS SEVERAL    PLACKS 

IN    FLANDERS    SURRENDER    TO    HIM. 

TOURING  the  time  the  king  of  France  was  en- 
camped on  the  hill  of  Ypres,  news  was  brought 
that  the  Parifians  were  in  rebellion  :  and  that 
they  had  refolved,  as  it  was  then  reported,  to  pull 
down  the  caflle  of  Beaute,  which  is  fituated  in  the 
wood  of  Vincennes,  and  the  caftle  of  the  Louvre, 
as  well  as  all  other  caflellated  houfes  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Paris,  to  prevent  being  opprelfed  in 
future  by  their  means. 

One  of  their  leaders  made  a  fpeech  to  exciie  to 
mifchief,  but  which,  however,  as  it  appeared  af- 
terwards, turned  out  quite  the  contrary; — '  My 
fair  firs,  let  us  abflain  from  doing  this,  until  we 
fee  how  the  king's  affairs  turn  out  in  Flanders.  If 
the  ghcnt  men  facceed,  as  I  truly  hope  they  will, 
then  will  be  the  time  to  deftroy  all  thefe  caitles. 
Let  us  not  begin  any  thing  which  we  may  repent 
of  afterwards.* 

It 
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It  was  Nicholas  le  Flamand  who  by  this  fpeech 
made  the  Parifians  give  up  their  intentions  of  com- 
mitting outrages.  They  kept  within  the  wal's  of 
Paris,  which  they  had  amply  fupplied  with  every 
thing  ;  and  had  as  rich  and  handfome  armour  as  if 
they  had  been  great  lords.  There  were  upwards 
of  thirty  ihoufand  armed  from  head  to  foot,  like 
true  men  at  arms,  and  more  than  thirty  thoufand 
armed  with  mallets.  They  worked  day  and  night 
in  forging  helmets,  and  purchafed  armour  where- 
ever  it  was  to  be  fold. 

Now  confider  what  a  fad  devilment  it  would 
have  been,  if  the  king  of  France,  and  the  gallant 
chivalry  with  which  he  was  accompanied,  had 
been  defeated  in  Flanders.  It  may  readily  be  fup- 
pofed,  that  then  all  the  nobility  would  have  been 
deflroyed  in  France,  as  well  as  in  other  places :  for 
the  Jecquerie  were  never  fo  ferocious  as  they  would 
at  fuch  a  time  have  been. 

In  like  manner  the  peafants  began  to  rebel  at 
Rheims,  at  Chalons  in  Champagne  and  down  the 
river  Marne,  and  to  menace  thofe  gentlemen,  la- 
dies and  children  who  had  remained  at  home.  At 
Orleans,  Blois,  Rouen  and  in  the  Beauvoifis,  the 
devil  had  entered  their  heads  to  prompt  them  to 
murder  every  one,  if  God  had  not  provided  a  re- 
medy, as  you  will  foon  have  related. 

When  thofe  of  the  caftlevvicks  of  Caflel,  Ber. 
gues,  Bourbourg,  Gravelines,  Fume?,  Dunkerque, 
Poperingue,  Tourrout,  Vaillant  and  Malines,  had 
heard  that  the  men  of  Ypres  had  furrendered  and 
put  themfelves  under  the  obedience  of  the  king  of 
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France,  who  had  gracloufly  pardoned  them,  they 
began  to  bp  much  alarmed.  After  thefe  towns 
had  well  confidered  the  bufmefs,  the  inhabitants 
feized  their  governors,  whom  Philip  von  Artaveld 
had  put  over  them,  and  having  bound  them  ftrong- 
ly,  fo  that  they  could  not  efcape,  led  them  to  the 
king  on  mount  Ypres,  in  order  to  pleafe  him  and 
to  appeafe  his  anger.  On  their  arrival,  they  cad 
themfelves  on  their  knees,  and  faid, — '  Noble 
king,  we  put  our  lives,  towns  and  fortunes  under 
your  obedience,  and  wilh  fo  to  remain.  In  order 
to  fheu-  that  we  regard  you  as  our  true  lord,  here 
are  the  governors  whom  Philip  von  Artaveld  had 
fet  over  us ;  for  by  force,  and  not  otherwife,  has 
he  made  us  obey  him :  you  may  do  your  pleafure 
with  them,  for  they  have  governed  us  according 
to  their  wills.' 

The  king  was  advifed  by  his  lords  to  grant  his 
pardon  to  all  thefe  towns :  on  condition,  however, 
that  they  fhould  pay  him,  as  part  of  his  expenfes 
in  this  war,  fixry  thoufand  francs.  All  the  provi- 
fions  were  to  be  given  up,  and  whatever  cattle 
might  be  found  in  the  fields ;  but  they  were  af- 
fured  that  their  towns  Ihould  neither  be  burnt  nor 
pillaged.  This  was  very  fatisfadory  to  them,  and 
they  greatly  thanked  the  king  and  his  council. 
They  were  much  rejoiced  on  finding  they  had  ef- 
caped  i'o  well ;  but  the  governors  of  Philip  von 
Artaveld,  who  had  been  carried  thither,  were  be- 
headed on  the  bridge  of  Ypres. 

No  mention  whatever  was  made  in  thefe  treaties 
and  fubmifiions  of  the  earl  of  Flanders :  nor  was 
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fie,  or  any  one  of  his  court,  ever  fummoned  to 
the  councils  of  the  king.  If  he  was  difpleafed  at 
this  I  am  ignorant,  but  during  the  whole  expedi- 
tion he  was  treated  in  the  fame  manner.  None  of 
his  people  were  permitted  to  quit  the  army,  or  the 
battalion  which  was  polled  by  orders  of  the  mafter 
of  the  crofs-bows,  on  the  wings,  although  chey 
were  Flemings.  It  was  alfo  ordered  by  the  king, 
under  pain  of  death,  that  no  one  in  the  army 
fhould  fpeak  Flemifh,  nor  carry  any  ftick  bound 
with  iron. 


CHAP.  XL. 

THE    KING    OF    FRANCE    LODGES    IN   YPRES, PETER 

DU  BOIS  PREVENTS  BRUGES  FROM  SURRENDERING 
TO  THE  KING.— PHILIP  VON  ARTAVELD  ASSEMBLES 
HIS   FORCES  TO  COMBAT  THE  FRENCH. 

AITHILE  the  king  and  his  whole  army  were  on 
mount  Ypres,  many  markets  were  there  held, 
and  plenty  of  pillage  was  fold  to  thofc  of  Lille, 
Douay  and  Tournay  ;  indeed  to  all  who  wifhed  to 
buy.  A  piece  of  cloth  of  Vexin,  Malines,  Pope- 
ringue  or  Commines.  was  fold  for  one  franc. 
People  were  clothed  there  too  cheaply. 

Some  Bretons  and  other  pillagers,  determined 
on  gain,  went  in  large  bodies,  and  loaded  carts  and 
horfes  with  their  booty  of  cloths,  linen,  knives, 
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money  In  gold  and  filver,  diflies  and  plates  of  fil- 
ver  wherever  they  found  them,  which  they  fent, 
well  packed  up,  to  a  place  of  fafety  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  Lis,  or  by  their  fervants  into  France. 

The  king  and  all  the  lords  came  to  Ypres,  where 
they  quartered  themfelves  as  well  as  they  could, 
and  m  as  great  numbers  as  the  town  would  hold. 
They  remained  there  to  refrefli  themfelves  four  or 

five  days 

The  inhabitants  of  Bruges  had  received  Inform- 
ation of  the  condud  of  the  king,  that  he  was  at 
ypres,  and  how  the  whole  country,  as  far  as 
Gravelines,  had  fubm.itted  to  him.  They  were 
doubtful  whether  to  negotiate  with  the  king,  or 
let  it  alone :  however,  for  the  prefent  they  did  no- 
thing. The  principal  caufe  which  withheld  them 
from  furrendering  was  the  great  number  of  men  at 
arms  which  Philip  von  Artaveld  had  with  him  from 
their  town  ;  for  there  were  at  leaft  feven  thoufand 
at  the  fiege  of  Oudenarde :  and  their  principal  ci- 
tizens were  at  Ghent  as  hoftages,  in  order  that 
Peter  du  Bois  might  more  eafily  govern  the  place. 

Befides,  Peter  du  Bois  and  Peter  le  Nuitre  were 
In  the  town,  who  comforted  them,  faying  ;  '  My 
good  gentlemen,  do  not  be  alarmed  if  the  king  of 
France  is  come  to  Ypres  :  you  know  that  formerly 
the  whole  power  of  France  was  fent  by  king  Phi- 
lip to  Courtray*,  and  could  not  withfland  the 
courage  of  our  fathers,  for  his  whole  army  was 
flain  and  defeated.     Know   then,  that  this  army 


*  Courtray.     The  battle  1302. 
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fliall  in  like  manner  be  deftroyed ;  for  Philip  von 
Artaveld,  with  an  immenfe  force,  will  not  leave 
things  thus  without  combating  the  king.  It  may- 
very  well  happen,  that  from  the  good  caufe  we  are 
engaged  in,  and  the  good  fortune  which  follows 
Ghent,  Philip  may  defeat  the  king,  fo  that  not  one 
fhall  efcape  or  r^crofs  the  river,  but  the  whole 
country  which  has  fubmitted  will  be  inftantly  re- 
conquered. Thus  will  you  remain  like  true  and 
loyal  men  in  youT  franchifes,  and  in  the  grace  of 
Philip  and  of  us  ghent  men.* 

With  fuch  fpeeches  as  this  Peter  du  Bois  and 
Peter  le  Nuitre  daily  harangued  the  men  of 
Bruges,  and  reftrained  them  from  entering  into 
any  treaty  with  the  king  of  France. 

While  thefe  things  were  going  on,  the  citizens 
of  Ghent,  with  fir  William  Fermiton*,  arrived  at 
Calais,  from  England,  to  conclude  and  feal  thofe 
treaties  and  agreements  which  the  Englifh  wifhed 
to  enter  into  with  the  Flemings.  Sir  John  Deve- 
reux,  governor  of  Calais,  fent  for  them,  and  told 
them,  *  that  they  could  not  continue  their  journey 
at  that  time,  for  the  king  of  France  was  at  Ypres, 

*  Fermiton.  Froiffart  before  calls  him  Fremeton.  I  fhould 
have  fuppofed  this  perfon  was  fir  William  Farendon,  or  Framp- 
ton,  if,  in  the  Rolles  Francois,  the  names  of  thofe  fent  by 
Richard  had  not  been  particularly  named,  as  may  be  feen  un- 
derneath, 

Ann,  Dom.  1382-1383.     Membrana  4. 

'  De  poteftate  data  Johanni  Devereux,  Briano  de  Stapilton, 
Willielmo  Ermyn,  &  Johanni  de  Burley,  ad  traftandum  cum 
comiti  Flandrise  &gentibus  ibidem  dedebatis,  &  de  attemptatis 
reformandis.' Data  apud  Weftminfter,  lOlh  May. 
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and  that  all  the  country,  from  Calais  to  Ypres,  had 
furrendered  to  him.  We  fliall  fhortly  have  more 
news  :  for  it  is  reported  that  Philip  von  Artaveld 
h  aflemblino-  his  forces  to  combat  the  king  of 
France^  and  we  fiiall  fee  who  will  have  the  bed  of 
it»  Should  the  Flemings  be  beaten,  you  have 
nothing  to  do  in  Flanders ;  and  if  the  king  of 
France  be  defeated,  it  is  all  our  own.  '  This,'  faid 
the  englilh  knight, '  you  may  depend  upon  as  truth.' 
The  intelligence  detained  the  citizens  of  Ghent 
and  fir  William  Fermiton, 

We  will  now  return  to  Philip,  and  fay  what  he 
was  doing.  Being  eager  to  combat  the  king  of 
France,  as  he  plainly  fhewed,  he  ordered,  on  his 
arrival  at  Ghent,  every  man  capable  of  bearing 
arms,  after  leaving  a  fufficient  ganifon  in  the  town* 
to  follow  him.  All  obeyed  ;  for  he  gave  them  to 
underftand,  that  by  the  grace  of  God,  they  would 
defeat  the  French,  be  lords  of  Ghentj  and  rank 
as  fovereigns  among  other  nations. 

Philip  von  Artaveld  carried  with  him  about  ten 
thoufand  men  as  the  arriere-ban :  he  had  before 
fent  to  Bruges,  Damme,  Ardembourg,  Sluys,  to 
the  fea-coafts,  the  Quatre  Meftiers,  and  conflable- 
wicks  of  Grammont,  Dendremonde  and  Aloll, 
and  had  raifed  from  tliofe  places  about  thirty 
thoufand  more.  He  and  his  whole  army  were 
quartered  one  night  before  Oudenarde  :  on  the 
morrow  they  marched  away,  and  came  before 
Courtray  :  he  had  with  him  about  fifty  thoufand 
men. 

The  king  of  France  receiy^ed  intelligence,  that 
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Philip  von  Artaveld  was  approaching,  and,  as  it 
was  faid,  with  full  fixty  thoufand  men.  Upon 
this,  the  van-guard  fet  off  from  Ypres,  under 
the  command  of  the  conftable  and  marfhals  of 
France,  and  encamped  a  league  and  a  half  from 
ypres,  between  Rollers  and  Rofebecque  :  on  the 
morrow,  the  king  and  all  the  lords,  with  the  main, 
battalion  and  rear-guard^  quartered  themfelves  there 
alfo. 

I  muft:  fay  that  thefe  lords,  whilfl  they  were  in 
the  field,  fuffered  greatly  ;  for  it  was  in  the  heart  of 
winter,  the  beginning  of  December,  and  it  rained 
every  day.  They  llept  on  the  roads  every  night, 
for  they  were  daily  and  hourly  in  expectation  of  a 
battle  :  it  was  commonly  faid  in  the  army,  '  They 
will  come  to-morrow  /  which  they  believed,  from 
the  news  the  foragers  brought  when  they  returned 
from  their  excurfions. 

The  king  was  quartered  in  the  midll  of  his 
army.  The  lords  of  France  were  much  vexed  at 
Philip  for  delaying,  for  they  ^vere  very  impatient  of 
being  out  in  fuch  bad  weather.  It  {hould  be  known, 
that  with  the  king  was  all  the  flower  of  French 
knighthood  :  it  was  therefore  highly  prefumptuous 
in  Philip  von  Artaveld  and  the  Flemings  to  think  of 
fighting  with  them  ;  for  if  they  had  been  fatlsfied 
■with  continuing  their  liege  of  Oudenarde,  and  had 
flightly  entrenched  themfelves,  the  French,  con- 
fidering  the  wetnefs  of  the  feafon,  would  never 
have  marched  to  feek  them ;  and,  if  they  had 
done  fo,  they  would  have  combated  them  under 
the  greatell  difadvantages.     But  Philip  was  fo  vain 
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of  the  good  fortune  he  had  met  with  at  Bruges 
that  he  thought  nothing  could  withftand  him,  and 
he  hoped  he  (Iiould  be  lord  of  the  world.  No  othtr 
thoughts  had  he,  and  was  nothing  afraid  of  the 
king  of  France  nor  his  army  ;  for,  if  he  had  en- 
tertained any  fears,  he  would  not  have  done  thar 
which  he  did,  as  you  Ihall  hear  related. 


CHAP.  XLI. 

PHILIP  VON  ATITAVELD,  HAVING  ENTERTAINED 
HIS  CAPTAINS  AT  SUPPER,  GIVES  THEM  IN- 
STRUCTIONS HOW  THEY  ARE   TO  ACT    ON    THE 

MORROW  AT  THE  BATTLE  OF    ROSEBECQUE. 

WONDERFUL    APPEARANCES    IN    THE  HEAVENS 
ARE  SEEN  DURING  THIS  NIGHT. 

pHILIP  von  Artaveld,  with  his  whole  army,  on 
the  Wednefday  evening  preceding  the  battle, 
was  eticamped  in  a  handfome  pofition,  tolerably 
ilrocg,  between  a  ditch  and  grove,  and  with  fo 
good  a  hedge  in  front  that  they  could  not  eafily  be 
attacked.  It  was  between  the  hill  and  town  of 
Kofebecque  where  the  king  was  quartered. 

That  fame  evening  Philip  gave  a  magnificent 
fupper  to  his  captains  at  his  quarters  ;  for  he  had 
wherewithal  to  do  fo,  as  his  provifions  followed 
Iiim.  When  the  fupper  was  over,  he  addreffed 
them  in  thd'e  words:  '  INIy  fair  gentlemen,  you 
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are  my  companions  in  this  expedition,  and  I  hope 
to-morrow  we  Ihall  have  fomething  to  do ;  for  the 
king  of  France,  who  is  impatient  to  meet  and  fight 
with  us,  is  quartered  at  Rofebecque.  I  therefore 
beg  of  you  to  be  loyal,  and  not  alarmed  at  any 
thing  you  (hall  fee  or  hear  ;  for  we  are  combating 
in  a  juft  caufe,  to  preferve  the  franchifes  of  Flanders, 
and  for  our  right.  Admoniih  your  men  to  behave 
well,  and  draw  them  up  in  fuch  manner  that,  by 
this  means  and  our  courage,  we  may  obtain  the 
victory.  To-morrow,  through  God's  grace,  we 
ihall  not  find  any  lord  to  combat  with  us,  or  any 
who  will  dare  take  the  field,  unlefs  he  mean  to 
remain  there,  and  we  fhall  gain  greater  honour 
than  if  we  could  have  depended  on  the  fupport  of 
the  Englilh  ;  for,  if  they  had  been  with  us,  they 
alone  would  have  gained  all  the  reputation.  The 
whole  flower  of  the  french  nobility  is  with  the 
king,  for  he  has  not  left  one  behind  ;  order,  there- 
fore, your  men  not  to  grant  quarter  to  any  one, 
but  to  kill  ajl  who  fall  in  their  way.  By  this  means 
we  fhall  remain  in  peace;  for  I  will  and  command, 
under  pain  of  death,  that  no  prifoners  be  made, 
except  it  be  the  king  of  France.  With  regard  to 
the  king,  I  wifli  to  fupport  him,  as  he  is  but  a 
child  and  ought  to  be  forgiven  ;  for  he  knows  not 
what  he  does,  and  acts  according  as  he  is  inftru£ted  : 
we  will  carry  him  to  Ghent  and  teach  him  Flemifh; 
but  as  for  dukes,  earls  and  other  men  at  arms,  kill 
them  all.  The  common  people  of  France  will 
never  be  angry  with  us  for  fo  doing ;  for  they  wifh. 
Vol.  VI.  P  as 
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as  I  am  well  affured,    that  not  one  jfhould  ever 
return  to  France,  and  it  fliall  be  fo.' 

His  companions  who  were  prefent  at  this  diC- 
courfe,  and  who  were  from  the  different  towns  in 
Flanders  and  the  country  of  Bruges,  agreed  to 
this  propofal,  which  they  thought  a  proper  one, 
and  with  one  voice  replied  to  Philip,  '  You  fay 
well,  and  thus  fliall  it  be.'  They  then  took  leave 
of  Philip,  and  each  man  returned  to  his  quarters, 
to  order  his  men  how  they  were  to  aft  conformably 
to  the  inftruclions  they  had  juft  had.  Thus  paffed 
the  night  in  the  army  of  Philip  :  but  about  mid- 
night, as  I  have  been  informed,  there  happened  a 
mod  wonderful  event,  and  fuch  that  I  have  never 
heard  any  thing  equal  to.  it  related. 

When  thefe  fiemifh  captains  had  retired,  and 
all  gone  to  their  quarters  to  repofe,  the  night  being 
far  advanced,  thofe  upon  guard  fancied  they  heard 
a  great  noife  towards  the  Mont  d'Or.  Some  of 
them  were  fent  to  fee  what  it  could  be,  and  if  the 
French  were  making  any  preparations  to  attack 
them  in  the  night.  On  their  return,  they  reported, 
they  had  been  as  far  as  the  place  whence  the  noife 
came,  but  that  they  had  discovered  nothing. 

This  noife,  however,  was  flill  heard,  and  it 
feemed  to  fome  of  them  that  their  enemies  were 
on  the  mount  about  a  league  diftant :  this  was  alfo 
the  opinion  of  a  damfel  from  Ghent  whom  Philip 
von  Artaveld  had  carried  with  him,  on  this  expedi- 
tion, as  his  fv/eetheart, 

Whilft  Philip  was  ileeping  under  his  tent  on  a 
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coverlid  near  the  coal-fire,  this  damfel  went  out  of 
the  tent  about  midnigh!:,  to  examine  the  fky,  and 
fee  what  fort  of  weather  it  was  and  the  time  of 
night,  for  fhe  was  unable  to  lleep.  She  looked 
towards  Rofebecque,  and  faw,  in  divers  parts  of 
the  fky,  fmoke  and  fparks  of  fire  flying  about, 
caufed  by  the  fires  the  French  were  making  under 
hedges  and  bufhes.  This  woman  liftened  atten- 
tively, and  thought  fhe  heard  a  great  noife  between 
their  army  and  that  of  the  French,  and  alfo  the 
cry  of  Montjoye  and  feveral  other  cries ;  and  it 
feemed  to  her  that  they  came  from  the  Mont 
d*Or,  between  the  camp  and  Rofebecque,  She 
was  exceedingly  frightened,  returned  to  the  tent, 
awakened  Philip,  and  faid  to  him, — '  Sir,  rife  in- 
ftantly  and  arm  yourfelf ;  for  I  have  heard  a  great 
noife  on  the  Mont  d*Or,  which  I  believe  to  be  made 
by  the  French  who  are  coming  to  attack  you.* 

Philip  at  thefe  words  arofe,  and  wrapping  himfelf 
in  a  gown,  took  a  battle-axe  and.went  out  of  his 
tent  to  liften  to  this  noife.  In  hke  manner  as  fhe  had 
heard  it,  Philip  did  the  fame  ;  and  it  feemed  to 
him  as  if  there  were  a  great  tournamenr.  He 
direftly  returned  to  his  tent,  and  ordered  his 
trumpet  to  be  founded  to  awaken  the  army. 

As  foon  as  the  found  of  the  trumpet  was  heard 
it  was  known  to  be  his.  Thofe  of  the  sjuard  in 
front  of  the  camp  armed  themselves,  and  fent  fome 
of  their  companions  to  Philip  to  know  what  he 
wiflied  to  have  done,  as  he  was  thus  early  arming 
him.felf.  On  their  arrival,  he  wanted  to  fend  them 
to  the  part  whence  the  noife  had  gome,  to  find  out 
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what  it  could  be ;  but  they  reported  that  that  had 
already  been  done,  and  that  there  was  no  caufe 
found  for  it.  Philip  was  much  ailonilhed  ;  and 
they  were  greatly  blamed,  that  having  heard  a 
noife  towards  the  enemy's  quarters,  they  had  re- 
mained quiet.  '  Ha,'  faid  they  to  Philip,  '  in  truth 
we  did  hear  a  noife  towards  the  Mont  d'Or,  and 
we  fent  to  know  what  it  could  be  ;  but  thofe  who 
had  been  ordered  thither,  reported  that  there  was 
nothing  to  be  found  or  feen.  Not  having  feen  any 
pofitive  appearance  of  a  movement  of  the  enemy, 
we  were  unwilling  to  alarm  the  army  left  we  fhould 
be  blamed  for  it.* 

This  fpeech  of  the  guard  fomewhat  appeafed 
Philip  ;  but  in  his  own  mind  he  marvelled  much 
what  it  could  be.  Some  faid  it  was  the  devils  of 
hell  running  and  dancing  about  the  place  where 
the  battle  was  to  be,  for  the  abundance  of  prey 
they  expefted. 

Neither  Philip  von  Artaveld  nor  the  Flemings 
yrere  quite  at  their  eafe  after  this  alarm.  They 
were  fufpicious  of  having  been  betrayed  and  fur- 
prifed.  They  armed  themfelves  leifurely  with 
whatever  they  had,  made  large  fires  in  their  quar- 
ters, and  breakfafted  comfortably,  for  they  had 
victuals  in  abundance. 

About  an  hour  before  day,  Philip  faid  ;  *  I  think 
it  right  that  we  march  into  the  plain  and  draw  up^ 
our  men  ;  becaufe,  fliould  the  French  advance 
to  attack  us,  we  ought  not  to  be  unprepared,  nor 
in  diiorder,  but  properly  drawn  up  like  men, 
knowing  well  what  we  are  to  do.*     All  obeyed 
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this  order,  and,  quitting  their  quarters,  marched 
to  a  heath  beyond  the  grove.  There  was  in  front 
a  wide  ditch  newly  made,  and  in  their  rear  quan- 
tities of  brambles,  junipers  and  fhrubs.  They 
drew  up  at  their  leifure  in  this  ftrong  pofition,  and 
formed  one  large  battalion  thick  and  flrong.  By 
the  reports  from  the  conflables  they  were  about 
fifty  thoufand,  all  chofen  men,  who  valued  not 
their  lives.  Among  them  were  about  fixty  englifh 
archers,  who,  having  ftolen  away  from  their  com- 
panions at  Calais,  to  gain  greater  pay  from  Philip, 
had  left  behind  them  their  armour  in  their  quarters. 
Every  thing  being  arranged,  each  man  took  to 
his  arms.  The  horfes,  baggage,  women  and  varlets 
were  difmifled ;  but  Philip  von  Artaveld  had  his 
page  mounted  on  a  fuperb  courfer,  worth  five 
hundred  florins,  which  he  had  ordered  to  attend 
him,  to  difplay  his  flate,  and  to  mount  if  a  pur- 
fuit  of  the  French  fliould  happen,  in  order  that  he 
might  enforce  the  commands  which  he  had  given 
to  kill  all.  It  was  with  this  intention  that  Philip 
had  polled  him  by  his  fide.  Philip  had  likewife 
from  the  town  of  Ghent  about  nine  thoufand  men, 
well  armed,  whom  he  placed  near  his  perfon  ;  for 
he  had  greater  confidence  in  them  than  in  any  of 
the  others  ;  they  therefore,  with  Philip  at  their 
head  with  banners  difplay ed,  were  in  fi-ont ;  and 
thofe  from  Aloft  and  Grammont  were  next  :  then 
the  men  from  Courtray,  Bruges,  Damme,  Sluys 
and  the  Fronconate.  They  were  armed,  for  the 
greater  part,  with  bludgeons,  iron  caps,  jerkins 
and  with  gloves,  defer  dc  bakine.     Each  man  had 
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a  ftaff  with  an  iron  point,  and  bnund  round  with 
iron.  The  different  townfmen  wore  liveries  and 
arms^  to  diftinguifh  them  from  one  another.  Some 
had  jackets  of  blue  and  yellow,  others  wore  a 
welt  of  black  on  a  red  jacket,  others  chevroned 
with  white  on  a  blue  coat,  others  green  and  blue, 
others  lozenged  with  black  and  white,  others  quar- 
tered red  and  white,  others  all  blue.  Each  car- 
ried the  banners  -of  their  trades.  They  had  alfo 
large  knives  hanging  down  from  their  girdles.  In 
this  (late  they  remained,  quietly  waiting  for  day, 
which  foon  came. 

I  will  now  relate  to  you  the  proceedings  of  the 
French  as  fully  as  I  have  done  thofe  of  the  Flemings. 


CHAP.  XLTL 

KING  CHARLES  EMTEKTAINS  AT  SUPPER  HIS  UNCLES 
AND  SOME  OTHERS  OF  HIS  PRINCIPAL  BARONS 
ON  THE  EVE  OF  THE  BATTLE  OF  K0SEBEC3UE. 
THE  CONSTABLE  DE  CLISSON  IS  EXCUSED  FROM 
ATTENDING  THE  KING's  PERSON  DURING  THE 
BATTLE. 

^VUE  king  of  France,  and  the  lords  with  him, 
knew  w^ell  that  the  Flemings  were  advancing, 
find  that  a  battle  muft  be  the  confcquence  ;  for  no 
propofals  for  peace  were  offered,  and  all  feemed  to 
have  made  up  their  mind  for  an  engagement.  It 
had  been  proclaimed  on  the  Wednefday  morning 
in  the  town  of  Ypres,  that  the  men  at  arms  fhould 
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follow  the  king  into  the  field,  and  poll  themfelves 
according  to  the  inflrudions  they  had  received. 
Every  one  obeyed  this  order,  and  no  man  at  arms, 
or  even  lufty  varlet,  remained  In  Ypres,  except 
thofe  appointed  to  guard  the  horfes,  which  had 
been  conducted  to  Ypres  when  their  lords  dif- 
mounted.  However,  the  van-guard  had  many 
with  them  for  the  ufe  of  their  light  troops,  and  to 
reconnoitre  the  battalions  of  the  enemy ;  for  to 
them  they  were  of  more  fervice  than  to  the 
others. 

The  French  on  this  Wednefday  remained  In  the 
plain  pretty  near  to  Rofebecque,  where  the  lords 
and  captains  were  bufy  in  arranging  their  plans. 
In  the  evening  the  king  gave  a  fupper  to  his  three 
uncles,  the  conflable  of  France,  the  lord  de  Coucy, 
and  to  fome  other  foreign  lords  from  Brabant, 
Hainault,  Holland,  Zealand,  Germany,  Lorraine 
and  Savoy,  who  had  come  thither  to  ferve  him. 
He,  as  well  as  his  uncles,  thanked  them  much  for 
the  good  fervices  they  had  done  and  v^-ere  willing 
to  do  for  them.  The  earl  of  Flanders  this  evening 
commanded  the  guard  of  the  king's  battalion,  and 
had  under  him  fix  hundred  lances,  and  twelve 
hundred  other  men. 

After  the  fupper  which  the  king  had  given  on 
the  Wednefday  to  thefe  lords,  and  when  they  had 
retired,  the  conftable  of  France  remained  to  con- 
verfe  with  the  king  and  his  uncles.  It  had  been 
arranged  in  the  council  with  the  king,  that  the 
conftable,  fir  Oliver  de  Cliflbn,  fhould  refign  his 
conftablefhip   for  the  morrow  (as  they  fully  ex- 
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pefted  a  battle)  and  that,  for  that  day  only,  the 
lord  de  Coucy  was  to  take  his  place,  and  fir  Oliver 
remain  near  the  king's  perfon :  fo  that  when  the 
conftable  was  taking  his  leave,  the  king  faid  to 
him,  as  he  had  been  inflnifted,  in  a  courteous  and 
agreeable  manner ;  '  Conftable,  we  will  that  you 
refign  to  us,  for  to-morrow  only,  your  office  ;  for 
we  have  appointed  another,  and  you  fhall  remain 
near  our  perfon.' 

Thefe  words,  which  were  new  to  the  gallant 
conftable,  furprifed  him  fo  much,  that  he  replied  ; 
*  Moft  dear  lord,  I  well  know  that  I  never  can  be 
more  highly  honoured  than  in  guarding  your  per- 
fon ;  but,  dear  lord,  it  will  give  great  difpleafure 
to  my  companions,  and  thofe  of  the  van-guard,  if 
they  do  not  fee  me  with  them :  and  we  may  lofe 
more  than  we  can  gain  by  it.  I  do  not  pretend 
that  I  am  fo  valiant,  that  the  bufmefs  will  be  done 
by  me  alone ;  but  I  declare,  dear  lord,  under  the 
correction  of  your  noble  council,  that  for  thefe  laft 
fifteen  days,  I  have  been  folely  occupied  how  I 
could  add  to  your  honour,  to  that  of  your  army, 
and  to  my  own  oftice.  I  have  inftrufted  the  army 
in  the  msnner  in  which  they  were  to  be  drawn  up  : 
and  if,  to-morrow,  under  the  guidance  of  God,  we 
engage,  and  they  do  not  fee  ine  ;  or,  if  I  fail  in 
giving  them  advice  and  fupport,  I  who  have  always 
been  accuftomed  in  fuch  cafes  fo  to  do,  they  will 
be  thunderftruck  ;  fome  may  fay  I  am  a  hypocrite, 
and  have  done  this  ftily,  in  order  to  efcape  from 
the  firft  blows.  I  therefore  entreat  of  you,  moft 
dear  lord,  that  you  would  not  interfere  in  what 
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has  been  arranged  and  ordered  for  the  beft,  for  1 
muft  fay  you  will  gain  the  more  by  it.' 

The  king  did  not  know  what  anfwer  to  make 
to  this  fpeech,  any  more  than  thofe  prefent  who 
had  heard  it.  At  lad  the  king  faid,  very  properly, 
'  Conftable,  I  do  not  mean  to  fay  that  it  has  been 
any  way  thought  you  have  not,  on  every  occafion, 
moifl  fully  acquitted  yourfelf,  and  will  flill  do  fo  ; 
but  my  late  lord  and  father  loved  you  more  than 
any  other  perfon,  and  had  the  greatell  confidence 
in  you  :  it  is  from  this  love  and  confidence  which 
he  repofed  in  you  that  I  fhould  wilh  to  have  you 
on  this  occafion  near  to  me,  and  in  my  company.' 

'  Very  dear  lord,'  replied  the  conftable,  '  you 
will  be  fo  well  attended  by  fuch  valiant  men,  all 
having  been  fettled  with  the  greateft  deliberation, 
that  it  cannot  any  way  be  amended,  fo  that  you 
and  your  council  ought  to  be  fatisfied  with  it.  I 
therefore  beg  of  you,  for  the  love  of  God,  moft 
dear  lord,  that  you  will  permit  me  to  execute  my 
office ;  and  to-morrow  your  fuccefs  fliall  be  fuch 
that  your  friends  will  be  rejoiced,  and  your  -ene- 
mies enraged.' 

To  this  the  king  only  anfwered ;  '  Conftable,  I 
will  it  be  fo  :  in  Gcd's  name,  and  in  the  name  of 
St.  Denis,  afl:  as  becomes  your  office.  I  will  not  fay 
one  word  more  to  you  on  the  fubje6l;  for  you  fee 
clearer  in  this  bufinefs  than  I  do,  or  thofe  who 
firft:  propofed  it.  Be  to-morrow  at  mafs.'  '  Wil- 
lingly, fir,'  replied  the  conftable.-  He  took  leave 
of  the  king,  who  faluted  him,  and  returned  to  his 
quarters,  with  his  attendants  and  companions. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XLIII. 

PHILIP  VON  ARTAVELD  AND  HIS  FLEMINGS  QUIT  THE 
STRONG  POSITION  THEY  HAD  TAKEN  IN  THE  MORN- 
ING, TO  ENCAMP  ON  MONT  D*OR,  NEAR  TO  YPtlES. 
—THE  CONSTABLE  AND  ADMIRAL  OF  FRANCE,  WITH 
THE  BASTARD  OF  LANGRES,  SET  OUT  TO  RECON- 
NOITRE   THEIR    SITUATION, 

(~\^  the  Thurfday  morning  all  the  men  at  arms  of 
the  army,  the  van-guard,  the  rear-guard  and 
the  king's  battalion,  armed  themfelves  completely, 
except  their  helmets,  as  if  they  were  about  to  en- 
gage :  for  the  lords  well  knew  the  day  could  not 
pafs  v/ithout  a  battle,  from  the  reports  of  the  fo- 
ragers on  the  Wednefday  evening,  who  had  feen 
the  Flemings  on  their  march  demanding  a  battle. 

The  king  of  France  heard  mafs,  as  did  the  other 
lords,  who  all  devoutly  prayed  to  God,  that  the 
day  might  turn  out  to  their  honour.  In  the 
morning  there  was  a  thick  mift,  which  continued 
fo  long  that  no  one  could  fee  the  diftance  of  an 
acre:  the  lords  were  much  vexed  at  this,  but  they 
could  not  remedy  it. 

'After  the  king's  mafs,  which  had  been  attended 
by  the  conftable  and  other-great  lords,  it  was  or- 
dered that  thofe  valiant  knights  fir  Oliver  de  Clif- 
fon  conllable  of  France,  fir  John  de  Menne  admiral 
of  France  and  fir  \yilliam  de  Foitiers  baftard  of 
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Langres,  'H'ho  had  been  long  ufed  to  arms,  fhould 
reconnoitre  the  pofition  of  the  Flemings,  and  re- 
port to  the  king  and  his  uncles  the  truth  of  it : 
during  which  time,  the  lord  c"'  Ibreth  and  fir  Hugh 
de  Chatillon  were  employed  in  forming  the  bat- 
talions. 

Thefe  three  knights,  leaving  the  king,  fet  off  on 
the  flower  of  their  fleeds  and  rode  towards  that 
part  where  they  thought  they  Ihould  find  the  Flem- 
ings, and  towards  the  fpot  where  they  had  en- 
camped the  preceding  night. 

You  mufl  know  that  on  the  Thurfday  morning, 
when  the  thick  mid  came  on,  the  Flemings  having, 
as  you  have  before  heard,  marched,  before  day- 
break, to  this  ftrong  pohtion,  had  there  remained- 
until  about  eight  o'clock,  when,  not  feeing  nor 
hearing  any  thing  of  the  French,  their  numbers 
excited  in  them  pride  and  felf-fufficiency ;  and  their 
captains,  as  well  as  others,  began  thus  to  talk 
among  themfelves :  '  What  are  we  about  thus 
ftanding  flill,  and  almoft  frozen  with  cold  ?  Why 
do  we  not  advance  with  courage,  fmce  fuch  is  our 
inclination,  and  feek  our  enemies  to  combat  them  ? 
We  remain  here  to  no  purpofe,  for  the  French 
will  never  come  to  look  for  us.  Let  us  at  leafl 
march  to  Moht  d'Or,  and  take  advantage  of  the 
mountain.' 

Many  fuch  fpeeches  were  made,  and  they  all 
confented  to  march  to  Mont  d'Or,  which  was  be- 
tween them  and  the  French.  In  order  to  avoid 
the  ditch  in  their  front,  they  turned  the  grove  and 
entered  the  plain.     Whilft  they  were  thus  on  their 
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march  round  the  grove,  the  three  knights  came 
fo  opportunely  that  they  reconnoitred  them  at  their 
cafe,  and  rode  by  the  fide  of  their  battalions,  which 
were  again  formed  within  a  bov/-fhot  from  them. 
When  they  had  confidered  them  on  the  left,  they 
did  the  fame  on  the  right,  and  thus  carefully  and 
fully  examined  them. 

The  Flemings  fciw  them  plainly,  but  paid  not 
any  attention  to  them ;  nor  did  any  one  quit  his 
ranks.  The  three  knights  were  well  mounted, 
snd  fo  much  ufed  to  this  bufmefs  that  they  cared 
not  for  them.  Philip  faid  to  his  captains, —  '^  Our 
enemies  are  near  at  hand  :  let  us  draw  up  here  in 
battle-array  for  the  combat.  I  have  feen  flrong 
appearances  of  their  intentions ;  for  thefe  three 
jhorfemen  who  pafs  and  repafs  have  reconnoitred 
us,  and  are  dill  doing  fo.* 

Upon   this,  the  Flemings  halted  on  the  Mont 
d'Or,  and  formed  in  one  thick  and  ftrong  batta- 
lion ;  when  Phil;p  faid  aloud, — '  Gentlemen,  when 
the  attack  begins,  remember  our  enemies  were  de- 
feated and  broken  at  the  battle  of  Bruges  by  our 
keeping  in  a.  compact  body.     Be   careful  not  to 
open  'your  ranks,  but  let  every  man  ftrengthen 
himfelf  as  much  as  poflible  and  bear  his  ftaff  right 
before  him.     You  will  intermix  your  arms,  fo  that 
no  one  may  break  you,  and  march  flraight  forward 
with  a  good  ftep,  without  turning  to  the  right  or 
left  ;  and  a£\  together,  fo  that,  when  the  conflict 
begins,  you  may  throw  your  bombardes  and  fhooc 
with  your  crofs-bows  in  fuch  manner  that  our  ene- 
mies may  be  thunderftruck  with  furprife.' 
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When  Philip  had  formed  his  men  in  battle-array, 
and  told  them  how  they  were  to  a£l,  he  went  to 
the  wing  of  his  army  in  which  he  had  the  greateft 
confidence.  Near  him  was  his  page  on  the  courfer, 
to  whom  he  faid, — '  Go,  wait  for  me  at  that  bufli 
out  of  bow-fhot ;  and,  when  thou  fiialt  fee  the 
difcomfiture  of  the  French  and  the  purfuit  begin, 
bring  me  my  horfe  and  fhout  my  cry;  they  will 
make  way  for  thee  to  come  to  me,  for  I  wifh  to 
be  the  firfl  in  the  purfuit/ 

I'he  page,  on  thefe  words,  left  his  mailer  and 
did  as  he  had  ordered  him.  Philip  placed  near 
him,  on  the  fiie  of  this  wing,  forty  englifh  archers 
whom  he  had  in  his  pay.  Now,  if  it  be  con- 
fidered  how  well  Philip  had  arranged  this  bufmefsj 
I  am  of  opinion,  and  in  this  I  am  joined  by  fe- 
veral  others,  that  he  well  knew  the  art  of  war: 
but  in  one  inftance,  which  I  will  relate,  he  acted 
wrong.  It  was  in  quitting  the  firll  ftrong  pofi- 
tion  he  had  taken  in  the  morning  ;  for  they  would 
never  have  fought  to  fight  him  there,  as  it  would 
have  been  too  much  to  their  difadvantage  j  but 
he  wilhed  to  fhew  that  his  people  were  men  of 
courage,  and  had  little  fear  of  their  enemies. 
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CHAP.  XLIV. 

Yhe    battle    of     rosebrcc^ue,    between    Ti-iE 

FRENCH  AND  FLEMINGS. PHILIP  VON  ARTAVELI> 

IS  SLAIN,    AND  HIS  WHOLE  jARMY  DEFEATED. 

T^HE  three  knights  returned  to  the  king  of  France 
and  to  his  battalions,  which  had  already  been 
formed  and  were  marching  flowly  in  order  of  bat- 
tle ;  for  there  were  many  prudent  and  brave  men, 
who  had  been  long  accullomed  to  arms,  in  the 
van -guard,  in  the  king's  battahon,  and  in  the 
rear-guard,  who  knew  well  what  they  were  to  do, 
for  they  were  the  flower  of  chivalry  in  Chrillen- 
dom.  Way  was  made  for  them  ;  and  the  lord  de 
CliiTon  fpoke  firft,  bowing  to  the  king  from  his 
horfe,  and  taking  off  the  beaver  he  wore,  faying, 
'  Sire,  rejoice  :  thefe  people  are  our  own,  and  our 
lufty  varlets  will  fight  well  with  them.'  '  Con- 
flable,'  replied  the  king,  '  God  aflift  you !  now 
advance,  in  the  name  of  God  and  St.  Denis.' 

The  knights,  before  mentioned  as  the  king's 
body-guard,  now  drew  up  in  good  order.  The 
king  created  many  new  knights,  as  did  different 
lords  in  their  battalions,  fo  that  feveral  new  ban- 
ners were  difplayed. 

It  was  ordered,  that  when  the  engagement  was 

about   to   commence,  the   battalion  of  the  king, 

with  the  oriflamme  of  France,  fliould  march  to 

the   front   of  the   army,  that   the  van    and  rear 

guards  fliould  form  the  two  wings  as  fpeedily  as 

poflible,  and  by  this  means  inclofe  and  flraiten  the 
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"Flemings,  who  were  drawn  up  in  the  clofefi:  ordefj, 
and  gain  a  great  advantage  over  them.  Notice  of 
this  intended  movement  was  fent  to  the  rear-guard, 
of  which  the  count  d'Eu,  the  count  de  Blois,  the 
count  de  St.  Pol,  the  count  de  Harcourt,  the  count 
de  Chatillon  and  the  lord  de  la  Fere  were  com- 
manders. 

The  young  lord  de  Haurel  difplayed  his  banner 
this  day  before  the  count  de  Blois,  who  alfo 
knighted  fir  Thomas  d'lflre,  and  the  baflard  fir 
James  de  Hameth.  According  to  the  report  of 
the  heralds,  there  were  this  day  created  four  hun- 
dred and  fixty-feven  knights. 

The  lord  de  ClilTon,  fir  John  de  Vienne  and  fir 
William  de  Langres,  having  made  their  report  to 
the  king,  left  him  and  went  to  their  poll  in  the  van- 
guard. Shortly  afterv/ards,  the  orlflamme  was  dif- 
played by  fir  Peter  de  Villiers  who  bore  it.  Some 
fey  (as  they  find  it  written)  that  it  was  never  before 
difplayed  .againft  Chriftians,  and  that  it  was  a  mat- 
ter of  great  doubt  during  the  march  whether  it 
fhould  be  difplayed  or  not.  However,  the  matter 
having  been  fully  confidered,  they  refolved  to  dif- 
play  it,  becaufe  the  Flemings  followed  opinions 
contrary  to  that  of  pope  Clement,  and  called 
themfelves  Urbanifis ;  for  which  the  French  faid 
they  were  rebellious  and  out  of  the  pale  of  the 
church.  This  was  the  principal  caufe  why  it  had 
been  brought  and  difplayed  in  Flanders. 

The  oriflamme  *  was  a  moll  excellent  banner, 

and 

*  The  oriflamme  was  a  facred  banner  carefully  preferved 
in  the  treafury  of  the  monaftery  of  St.  Denis :   it  was  a  f(juare, 
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and  had  been  fent  from  heaven  with  great  myftery : 
it  is  a  fort  cf  gonfanon  *,  and  is  of  much  comfort 
in  he  day  of  battle  to  thcfe  who  fee  it.  Proof 
was  made  of  its  virtues  at  this  time  ;  for  ail  the 
morning  there  was  fo  thick  a  fog  that  with  diffi- 
culty could  they  fee  each  other,  but  the  moment 
the  knight  had  difplayed  i"  and  raifed  his  lance  in 
the  air  this  fog  inftantly  difperfed,  and  the  Iky  was 
as  clear  as  it  had  been  during  the  whole  year. 

The  lords  of  France  were  much  rejoiced  when 
they  faw  this  clear  day,  and  the  fun  fhine,  fo  that 
they  could  look  about  them  on  all  fides. 

It  was  a  fine  fight  to  view  thefe  banners,  helmets 
and  beautiful  emblazoned  arms :  the  army  kept  a 
dead  filence,  not  uttering  a  found,  but  eyed  the 
large  battalion  of  Flemings  before  them,  who 
were  marching  in  a  compaft  body,  with  their 
ftaves  advanced  in  the  air,  which  looked  like 
fpears,  and,  fo  great  were  their  numbers,  they  had 
the  appearance  of  a  wood. 

The  lord  d'Eftonnenort  told  me,  that  he  faw 
(as  well  as  feveral  others)  when  the  oriflamme  was 
difplayed,  and  the  fog  had  difperfed,  a  white  dove 
fly  many  times  round  the  king's  battalion.  When 
it  had  made  feveral  circles,  and  the  engagement 

of  a  red  colour,  and  had  the  name  of  St.  Dionyfiiis  on  it.  This 
was  never  called  out  but  on  the  mod  urgent  occafions,  when 
the  king  himfelf  was  prefent,  and  to  be  difplayed  folely  againft 
heretics. 

*  Gonfanon  was  a  fquare  pennon  fixed  to  the  end  of  a  lance  ; 
fnch  are  now  ufed  in  Italy,  and  the  bearer  was  called  Gonfano- 
nier,  or  Gonfaloniere. 
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^as  ibout  to  begin,  it  perched  on  one  of  the  king's 
banners:  this  was  confidered  as  a  fortunate  omen. 

The  Flemings  advanced  fo  near  that  they  com- 
menced a  cannonade  with  bars  of  iron,  and  quar-^ 
rels  headed  with  brafs.  Thus  was  the  battle  begun 
by  PhiHp  and  his  men  againll  the  king's  battalion, 
which  at  the  outfet  was  very  fharp  ;  for  the  Flem- 
ings, inflamed  with  ^pride  and  courage,  came  on 
with  vigour,  and,  pufhing  with  fhoulders  and  breads 
like  enraged  wild  boars,  they  were  fo  ftrongly  in- 
terlaced one  with  the  other,  that  they  could  not  be 
broken,  nor  their  ranks  forced. 

By  this  attack,  of  cannons  and  bombardes,  the 
lord  d'Albaruin,  banneret,  Morlet,  de  Haruin,  and 
James  Dore,  on  the  fide  of  the  French,  were 
firfl  flain,  and  the  king's  battalion  obliged  to  fall 
back.  But  the  van  and  rear  guards  pufhed  for- 
ward, and,  by  inclofmg  the  Flemings,  flraitened 
them  much.  Upon  the  two  wings  thefe  men  at 
arms  made  their  attack ;  and,  with  their  well  tem- 
pered lances  of  Bourdeaux,  pierced  through  their 
coats  of  mail  to  the  flefli.  All  who  were  aflailed 
by  them  drew  back  to  avoid  the  blows,  for  never 
would  thofe  that  efcaped  return  to  the  combat :  by 
this  means,  the  Flemings  were  fo  flraitened  that 
they  could  not  ufe  their  fhayes  to  defend  themfelves. 
They  loft  both  ftrength  and  breath,  and,  falling 
upon  one  another,  were  ftifled  to  death  without 
ilriking  a  blow. 

Philip  von  Artaveld  was  furrounded,  wounded 
by  fpears,  and  beaten  down,  with  numbers  of  the 
ghent  men  who  were  his  guards.     When  Philip's 
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page  law  the  III  fuccefs  of  his  countrymen,  being 
well  mounted  on  his  courfer,  he  fet  off,  and  left 
his  mailer,  for  he  could  not  give  him  any  aflift- 
ance,  and  returned  towards  Courtray,  on  his  way 
to  Ghent. 

When  the  Flemings  found  themfelves  inclofed 
on  two  fides,  there  was  an  end  to  the  bufinefs,  for 
they  could  not  allift  each  other.  The  k.ing*s  bat- 
talion, which  had  been  fomewhat  difordered  at  the 
beginning,  now  recovered. 

The  men  at  arms  knocked  down  the  Flemings 
with  all  their  might.  They  had  well  fharpened  bat- 
tle-axes, with  which  they  cut  through  helmets,  and 
dilbrained  heads :  others  gave  fuch  blows  with 
leaden  maces  that  nothing  could  withfland  them. 
Scarcely  were  the  Flemings  overthrown  before  the 
pillagers  advanced,  who,  mixing  with  the  men  at 
arms,  made  ufe  of  the  large  knives  they  carried, 
and  finifhed  flaying  whoever  fell  into  their  hands, 
without  more  mercy  than  if  they  had  been  fo  many 
dogs.  The  clattering  on  the  helmets,  by  the  axes 
and  leaden  maces,  was  fo  loud,  that  nothing  elfe 
could  be  heard  for  the  noife.  I  was  told,  that  if 
all  the  armourers  of  Paris  and  Bruxelles  had  been 
there  working  at  their  tr^de,  they  could  not  have 
made  a  greater  noife  than  thefe  combatants  did  on 
the  helmets  of  their  enemies  ;  for  they  (truck  with 
all  their  force,  and  fet  to  their  work  with  the 
greatefl  good  will. 

Some,  indeed,  prelTed  too  forward  Into  the  crowd, 
and  were  furrounded  and  flain  :  in  particular  fir 
Louis  de  Goufalz,  a  knight  from  Berry,  and  fir 
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Fieton  de  Reniel.  There  were  feveral  more,  which 
was  a  great  'pity  ;  but  in  fuch  a  battle  as  this, 
where  fuch  numbers  were  engaged,  it  is  not  pof- 
fible  for  vi<9:ory  to  be  obtained  without  being  dearly 
bought ;  for  young  knights  and  fquires,  eager  to 
gain  renown,  willingly  run  into  perils  in  hopes  of 
honour. 

The  crowd  was  now  fo  great,  and  fo  dangerous 
for  thofe  inclofed  in  it,  that  the  men  at  arms,  if 
not  inftantly  aflifled,  could  not  raife  themfelves 
when  once  down.  By  this  were  feveral  of  the 
Frenchjdlled  and  fmothered  j  but  they  were  not 
many,  for  when  in  danger  they  helped  each  other. 
There  was  a  large  and  high  mount  of  the  Flemings 
who  were  flain ;  and  never  was  there  feen  fo  little 
blood  fpilt  at  fo  great  a  battle,  where  fuch  num- 
bers were  killed. 

When  thofe  in  the  rear  faw  the  front  fail,  and 
that  they  were  defeated,  they  were  greatly  afto- 
niftied,  and  began  to  throw  away  their  ftaves  and 
armour,  to  dilband  and  fly  towards  Courtray  and 
other  places,  not  having  any  care  but  to  fave  them- 
felves if  poflible.  The  Bretons  and  French  pur- 
fued  them  into  ditches,  alder  groves  and  heaths, 
where  they  foug;ht  with  and  flew  them.  Numbers 
were  killed  in  the  purfuit,  between  the  field  of 
battle  and  Courtray,  whither  they  were  flying  in 
their  way  to  Ghent. 

This  battle  on  Mont  d'Or  took  place  the  27th 
day  of  November,  on  the  Thurfday  before  Ad- 
vent, in  the  year  of  grace  I382  ;  and  at  that  time 
the  king  of  France  was  fourteen  years  of  age. 

qj  CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XLV. 


THE  NUMP.ER  OF  SLAIN  AT  THE  BATTLE  OV  ROSE- 
BEC-2UB  AND  PURSUIT  AFTERWARDS.— PHILIP  VON 
ARTAVELD  IS  HANGED  AFTER  HE  WAS  DEAD.— 
THE    SIEGE    OF     OUDENARDE     IS     RAISED.- — PETER 

DU    BOIS    RETREATS     TO     GHENT. THE     KING     OF 

TRANCE    FIXES    HIS    QUARTERS    IN    THE     TOWN    OF 
COURTRAY. 

npHUS  were  the  Flemings  defeated  on  Mont 
d'Or,  their  pride  humbled,  and  Philip  von 
Artaveld  flain ;  and  with  him  nine  thoufand  men 
from  Ghent  and  its  dependancies,  (according  to 
the  report  of  the  heralds)  on  the  fpot,  not  in- 
cluding thofe  killed  in  the  purfuit,  which  amounted 
to  twenty-five  thoufand  more.  This  battle,  from 
the  beginning  to  the  defeat,  did  not  lafl  more  than 
half  an  hour.  The  event  was  very  honourable  to 
all  Chriftendom,  as  well  as  to  the  nobility  and  gen- 
try ;  for,  had  thofe  low-bred  peafants  fucceeded, 
there  would  have  been  unheard-of  cruelties  prac- 
tiied,  to  the  deftruclion  of  all  gentlemen,  by  the 
common  people  who  had  every  where  rifen  in  re- 
bellion. Now,  let  us  think  of  the  Parifians :  what 
they  will  fay,  when  they  hear  the  news  of  the 
defeat  of  the  Flemings  at  Rofebecque,  and  the 
death  of  Philip  von  Artaveld  their  leader?  They 
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Will  not  be  much  rejoiced  more  than  feveral  other 
large  towns. 

When  this  battle  was  completely  finifhed,  they 
allowed  time  for  the  purfuers  to  colled  together, 
and  founded  the  trumpets  of  retreat,  for  each  to 
retire  to  his  quarters,  as  was  proper.  The  van- 
guard halted  beyond  che  king's  battalion,  where 
the  Flemings  were  quartered  on  tlie  Wednefday, 
and  made  themfelves  very  comfortable;  for  there, 
was  a  fufficiency  of  provifion  in  the  king's  army, 
befides  the  purveyances  which  came  from  Ypres. 
They  made,  the  enfuing  night,  brilliant  fires  in 
different  places,  of  the  ftaves  of  the  Flemings: 
whoever  wifhed  for  any  could  colledl  fufficient  to 
load  his  back. 

When  the  king  of  France  arrived  at  his  camp, 
"where  his  magnificent  pavilion  of  red  filk  had  been 
pitched,  and  when  he  had  been  difarmed,  his  un- 
cles, and  many  barons  of  France,  came,  as  was 
right,  to  attend  on  him.  Philip  von  Artaveld  then 
came  into  his  mind,  and  he  faid  ;  '  If  Philip  is 
dead  or  alive,  I  fhould  like  to  fee  him.*  They  re- 
plied ;  '  they  would  have  a  fearch  made  for  him.* 
It  was  proclaimed  through  the  army,  that  whoever 
fliould  difcover  the  body  of  Philip  von  Artaveld, 
fliould  receive  one  hundred  francs.  Upon  this  the 
varlets  examined  the  dead,  who  were  all  flripped, 
or  nearly  fo,  and  Philip,  through  avarice,  was  fo 
ftridly  fought  after,  that  he  was  found  by  a.  varlet, 
who  had  formerly  ferved  him  fome  time,  and  who 
knew  him  perfedly.  He  was  dragged  before  the 
Jiing's  pavilion.     1  he  king  looked  at  him  for  fome 
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time,  as  did  the  other  lords.  He  was  turned  over 
and  over  to  fee  if  he  had  died  of  vi^ounds,  but 
they  found  none  that  could  have  caufed  his  death. 
He  had  been  fqueezed  in  the  crowd,  and,  falling 
into  a  ditch,  numbers  of  ghent  men  fell  upon  him, 
who  died  in  his  company. 

When  they  had  fufficiently  viewed  him,  he  was 
taken  from  thence  and  hanged  on  a  tree.  Such 
was  the  end  of  Philip  von  Artaveld. 

Sir  Daniel  de  Haluin  who,  with  his  knights  and 
fquires,  had  held  out  Oudenarde  fo  highly  to  his 
honour,  knowing  well  that  the  king  of  France  was 
in  Flanders,  and  that  there  would  be  a  battle  with 
the  Flemings,  lighted,  late  at  night  on  the  Wed- 
nefday  preceding  the  battle,  four  torches,  which 
he  hoifled  above  the  walls,  as  a  fignal  that  the 
liege  would  be  raifed. 

About  midnight,  on  the  Thurfday,  news  was 
brought  to  the  lord  of  Harzelles  and  the  others, 
that  their  army  had  been  completely  routed,  and 
Philip  von  Artaveld  flain.  Upon  this  they  inftantly 
broke  up  the  fiege,  and  marched  away  for  Ghent, 
leaving  behind  them  the  greater  part  of  their 
ftores,  each  running  as  faft  as  he  could  to  Ghent, 
The  garrifon  of  Oudenarde  was  ignorant  of  this 
retreat,  and  remained  fo  until  the  morrow- morn- 
ing. On  being  informed  of  it  they  fallied  out, 
and  carried  into  Oudenarde  great  pillage  of  knives, 
carriages  and  ftores,  which  they  found  hid. 

On  Thurfday  evening,  intelligence  arrived  at 
Bruges  of  the  defeat  of  the  army,  and  of  every 
thing  being  loft.     They  were  more  ailonillied  than 
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ever,  and  fald  among  themfelves ;  '  Our  deftruc- 
tion  is  now  come  upon  us :  if  the  Bretons  fliould 
advance  hither  and  enter  our  town,  we  fliall  be 
pillaged  and  murdered,  for  they  will  fpare  none.* 
Upon  this,  the  townfpeople,  of  both  fexes,  col- 
lected their  jewels  and  mod  precious  effeds,  and 
began  to  embark  in  veflels,  to  fave  themfelves  by 
fea,  in  Holland  or  Zealand,  or  wherever  fortune 
fliould  carry  them.  In  this  manner  were  they 
employed  four  days ;  and  you  would  not  have 
found  in  all  the  hotels  of  Bruges  one  filver  fpoon. 
Every  thing  was  packed  up  for  fear  of  the 
Bretons. 

When  Peter  du  Bois,  who  was  confined  to  his 
bed  from  the  wounds  he  had  received  at  (  om- 
mines,  heard  of  the  defeat  of  the  army,  and  death 
of  Philip  von  Artaveld,  and  how  much  the  inha- 
bitants of  Bruges  were  alarmed,  he  did  not  think 
himfelf  very  fafe,  and  therefore  declared  he  would 
fet  out  from  Bruges  and  return  to  Ghent ;  for  he 
thought  that  Ghent  would  be  much  frightened : 
he  therefore  ordered  a  litter  for  himfelf,  as  he 
could  not  ride. 

You  mud  know,  that  when  the  news  arrived  at 
Ghent  of  th.e  great  lofs  of  their  men,  the  death  of 
Philip  von  Artaveld,  and  the  deflrudion  of  their 
army,  they  were  fo  much  cafl  down,  that  if  the 
French  on  the  day  of  the  battle,  or  even  on  the 
Friday  or  Saturday,  had  advanced  to  Ghent  before 
Peter  du  Bois  arrived  there,  they  would  have 
opened  the  gates  to  them,  without  any  oppofition, 
and  fubmitted  to  their  mercy. 

But 
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But  the  French  did  not  attend  to  this,  thinking 
themfelves  perfectly  maflers  fince  Philip  was  dead  y 
and  that  the  ghent  men  would,  of  their  own  ac- 
cord, furrender  themfelves  to  the  king's  mercy. 
This  meafure,  however,  they  did  not  adopt.  On 
the  contrary,  they  alone  carried  on  the  war  with 
greater  vigour  and  bitternefs  than  before,  as  you 
will  hear  related  in  the  continuance  of  this  hiftory. 

On  the  Friday  the  king  diflodged  from  Rofe- 
becque,  on  account  of  the  Itench  of  the  dead  :  he 
was  advifed  to  advance  to  Courtray  to  refrefh  him- 
felf.  The  halze*  and  fome  knights  and  fquires 
who  well  knew  the  country,  mounting  their 
horfes,  entered  the  town  of  Courtray  full  gallop  ; 
for  there  was  not  any  oppofition  made.  1  he  wo- 
men, both  rich  and  poor,  and  many  men  alfo,  ran 
into  cellars  and  churches  to  fave  themfelves,  fo 
that  it  was  a  pitiful  fight. 

Thofe  who  firll  entered  Courtray  gained  confi- 
derably  by  the  pillage.  The  French  and  Bretons 
next  came  there,  and  lodged  themfelves  as  they 
entered.  The  king  of  France  made  his  entry  the 
firft  day  of  December. 

A  {lri<Et  fearch  was  now  made  over  the  town  for 
the  Flemings  who  had  hid  themfelves,  and  no  man 
was  admitted  to  mercy,  for  the  French  hated  them 
as  much  as  they  were  hated  by  the  townfpeople, 
on  account  of  a  battle  which  had  formerly  been 

*  This  name  has  puzzled  me  very  much  :  I  cannot  find  it  in 
any  diftionary.  It  is  called,  both  in  MSS.  and  print,  Hafe, 
Jrlasje,  Hazale  and  HalzQ. 
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fought  before  Courtray,  when  the  count  Robert 
d'Artois  and  all  the  flower  of  french  nobility  were 
ilain. 

The  king  had  heard  that  there  was  in  a  chapel 
of  the  virgin  in  Courtray  five  hundred  gilt  fpurs, 
which  had  belonged  to  the  knights  of  France  who 
had  periflied  at  the  battle  of  Courtray  in  the  year 
1302,  and  that  the  inhabitants  every  year  kept  a 
grand  folemniry,  by  way  of  triumph,  for  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  this  battle.  He  declared  he  would  make 
them  pay  for  it ;  and,  on  hii  departure,  would 
give  up  the  town  to  fire  and  flame  ;  fo  that  they 
ihould  remember,  in  times  to  come,  that  the  king 
of  France  had  been  there. 

Soon  after  the  arrival  of  the  king  and  his  lords 
at  Courtray,  fir  Daniel  de  Haluin,  with  fifty  lances 
from  the  garrifon  of  <.Judenarde,  ca  ne  thither  to 
pay  their  refpeds  to  the  king.  They  were  very 
gracioufly  received  by  him  and  his  lords;  and, 
after  flaying  there  one  day,  they  returned  to  their 
companions  in  Oudenarde. 
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CHAP.  XLVI. 

BRUGES  SUBMITS  TO  THE  KINg's  MERCY. — THE 
COUNT  DE  BLOIS  GUARDS  THE  COUNTRY  OF 
HAINAULT  FROM  BEING  PILLAGED. THE  INHA- 
BITANTS OF  GHENT  GAIN  COURAGE  FROM  PE- 
TER   DU    BO  IS. 

'T'HE  Bretons  and  the  van-guard  fhewed  very 
plainly  the  great  delire  they  had  to  march  to 
Bruges  and  to  divide  the  fpoil  among  themfelves, 
for  they  were  quartered  between  Tourout  and 
Bruges.  The  earl  of  Flanders,  who  had  an 
affeclion  for  the  town  of  Bruges,  and  who 
would  have  been  forry  for  its  deltrudion,  had 
ftrong  fufpicions  of  their  defigns.  He  had  re- 
ceived intelligence  of  what  was  going  forward  in 
Bruges,  and  how  very  much  they  were  frightened. 
He  therefore  took  compaflion  on  them,  and  fpoke 
to  his  fon,  the  duke  of  Burgundy,  remonftrating 
with  him,  that  if  the  town  of  Bruges  iliould  throw 
itfelf  on  the  king's  mercy,  it  ought  not  to  be  re- 
fufed  ;  for,  if  the  Bretons  or  others  were  permitted 
to  enter  it,  it  would  be  irrecoverably  ruined.  The 
duke  agreed  to  this.  Now  it  happened  that,  dur- 
ing the  king's  refidence  at  Courtray,  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Bruges,  who  were  in  great  alarms  and 
knew  not  whether  to  quit  their  town  or  wait  the 
event,  determined  to  fend  two  friars  to  the  king, 
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to  follcit  a  pafTport  for  twelve  of  the  principal  In- 
habitants to  wait  on  his  majefty  and  lay  their  cafe 
before  him. 

The  monks  came  to  Courtray  and  fpoke  with 
the  king  and  his  council,  and  the  earl  of  Flan- 
ders,  who  foftened  the  bufmefs  as  much  as  he 
could.  The  king  granted  the  paifport  for  the 
twelve  citizens  to  come  and  return,  and  faid  he 
would  willingly  hear  them. 

On  the  return  of  the  monks  to  Bruges,  twelve 
deputies  fet  out,  under  the  paifport  they  had 
brought,  and  came  to  the  king  at  Courtray,  where 
they  found  him  accompanied  by  his  uncles.  They 
caft  themfelves  on  their  knees,  and  entreated  him 
to  accept  them  for  his  fubjeds ;  that  they  were 
his  men,  and  the  town  was  at  his  mercy  ;  but 
begged  him,  for  the  love  of  God,  to  have  pity  on 
them,  and  not  fuffer  the  town  to  be  deftroyed  or 
pillaged  ;  for,  if  it  were,  too  many  perfons  would 
be  ruined.  With  regard  to  their  having  oppofed 
their  lord,  they  had  been  forced  to  it  by  Philip 
von  Artaveld  and  the  ghent  men  ;  for  they  had  al- 
ways loyally  acquitted  themfelves  to  the  earl. 

The  king  heard  this  fpeech  through  the  inter- 
pretation of  the  earl  of  Flanders,  who  was  pre- 
fent,  and  who  on  his  knees  entreated  for  them. 

It  was  explained  to  the  citizens  of  Bruges,  that 
it  would  be  necelfary  to  fatisfy  the  Bretons  and 
men  at  arms  who  were  encamped  between  Tourout 
and  Bruges,  and  that  there  was  no  other  means 
of  doing  fo  but  with  money. 

Upon  this,  negotiations  were  entered  upon  as  to 
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the  fum :  at  firfl:,  two  hundred  thoi^fand  francs 
were  demanded ;  but  it  was  reduced  at  lad  to  fix 
fcore  thoufand  francs,  fixty  thoufand  of  which  they 
were  to  pay  down,  and  the  remainder  at  Candlemas ; 
for  which  the  king  affured  them  peace  j  but  they 
furrendered  themfelves  fmiply  as  Hege  men  to  the 
king  of  France  by  faith  and  homage. 

By  this  means  was  the  good  town  of  Bruges 
prevented  from  being  pillaged.  The  Bretons 
were  much  vexed  at  it,  for  they  thought  to  have 
had  their  fhare ;  and  fome  of  them  faid,  when 
they  heard  peace  had  been  made,  that  this  war 
in  Flanders  was  not  worth  any  thing  ;  that  they 
had  gained  too  little  pillage,  and  that  it  did  not 
end  well  for  them  ;  adding, — '  But  when  we 
return  home,  it  fhali  be  through  the  country  of 
Hainault ;  and  duke  Albert,  who  governs  it,  has 
pot  afliited  his  coufm  the  earl  of  Flanders,  but  has 
acted  in  a  double  manner,  it  will  be  right  that 
we  pay  him  a  vifit,  for  Hainault  is  a  rich  and  plen- 
tiful country :  befides,  we  fiiall  not  find  any  one 
to  obftruft  our  pafTage,  and  Vi^e  may  there  make 
amends  for  our  lofles  and  ill  paid  wages.* 

There  was  a  time  when  thofe  of  this  opinion 
amounted  to  twelve  hundred  fpears,  Bretons,  Bur- 
gundians,  Savoyards  and  others.  You  may  fup- 
pofe  the  charming  country  of  Hainault  was  in  jeo- 
pardy. The  gallant  count  de  Blois,  who  was  one 
of  the  greatefl  lords  of  the  rear-guard,  and  of  the 
king's  council,  heard  of  this  intended  march,  and 
that  the  Bretons,  Burgundians  and  others,  who 
only  looked  for  pillage,  menaced  the  fair  country 
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of  Halnault :  he  took  immediate  Reps  to  "prevent 
it,  faying,  it  was  not  to  be  fufFered  that  fo  fine  a 
country  fliould  be  overrun  and  pillaged. 

He  fummoned  to  his  lodgings  his  coufms,  the 
count  de  la  Marche,  the  count  de  St.  Pol,  the  lord 
de  Coucy,  the  lord  d*Anghien  and  feveral  more, 
all  holding  lands  in  Hainault,  and  who  had  come 
thither  to  ferve  the  king,  and  remonftrated  with 
them,  that  they  ought  not  by  any  means  to  fuffer 
the  good  country  of  Hainault,  whence  they  had 
fprung,  and  where  they  had  eftates,  to  be  pillaged 
in  any  way  whatever  j  for,  with  regard  to  the  war, 
Hainault  had  not  been  in  the  leaft  wanting,  but 
had  moft  loyally  affiiled  the  king  in  this  expedition 
with  its  barons,  and,  before  the  king  came  into 
Flanders,  it  had  aided  the  earl  of  Flanders  with  its 
knights  and  fquires,  who  had  fhut  themfelves  in 
Oudenarde  and  Dendremonde,  at  the  riik  of  their 
lives  and  fortunes. 

The  count  de  Blois  exerted  himfelf  fo  much, 
and  gained  fo  many  partifans,  that  all  thofe  mea- 
fures  were  broken,  and  Hainault  remained  in  peace. 
This  gallant  lord  performed  another  noble  fervice. 
There  was  in  Flanders  a  knight  called  the  lord 
d'Efquemine,  who  from  affe£lion  to  a  relation  of 
his,  called  Daniel  Bufe,  killed  in  Valenciennes  by 
his  own  fault,  had  declared  he  v/ould  make  waroa 
and  harafs  that  town.  He  had  done  fo,  and  threat- 
ened to  infult  it  ftill  more,  being  feconded  by  many 
friends  inclined  to  evil ;  for  it  was  reported  that  he 
had  collected  full;  five  hundred  fpears,  who  would 
follow  him  into  Hainault  to  attack  the  town  of 
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Valenciennes,  in  which  they  faid  he  was  juftified. 
But  when  the  count  de  Blois  heard  of  it,  he  went 
to  him  nobly  accompanied,  and  ordered  the  knight 
not  to  dare  enter  Hainault,  nor  to  condud  any 
men  at  arms  into  the  countries  of  his  coufm  duke 
Albert,  otherwife  he  fhould  pay  dearly  for  it. 
This  gallant  count  went  further,  and  made  the 
knight  his  particular  friend,  and  obfequious  to 
himfelf  and  the  lord  de  Coucy  ;  and  thus  was  that 
town  kept  in  peace.  Such  fervices  did  the  count 
de  Blois  to  Hainault  and  X'^alenciennes,  for  which 
he  gained  great  love  and  affedion,  but  particularly 
from  Valenciennes. 

The  lords  and  the  men  at  arms  flill  remained  in 
and  about  Courtray,  for  they  knew  not  whetlier 
the  king  would  march  to  Ghent  or  not.  The 
French  imagined,  that  when  Bruges  had  furren- 
dered  itfelf  to  the  king's  mercy,  Ghent  would  do 
the  fame,  fmce  it  had  loft  its  leader,  and  fuch 
numbers  of  men  at  the  battle  of  Rofebecque,  In 
truth,  for  three  days,  the  inhabitants  were  well  in- 
clined fo  to  do,  and  knew  not  how  to  act :  to  quit 
the  town  and  leave  every  thing,  or  to  fend  the 
keys  to  the  king,  and  furrender  themfelves  to  his 
mercy.  They  were  fo  completely  caft  down  that 
there  was  neither  union  nor  fteadinefs  among  them. 
The  lord  de  Harzellcs,  though  in  the  town,  was 
incapable  of  giving  them  comfort. 

When  Peter  du  Bois  arrived,  he  found  the  gates 
open  without  any  guards,  which  much  furprifed 
him;  and  he  aflvcd,  why  they  did  not  better  guard 
the   town.     Thofe   who  came  to  him,  and  who 
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were  much  rejoiced  at  his  arrival,  replied  5  '  Ah, 
fir,  what  can  we  do  ?  You  know  we  have  had  our 
good  captain  flain  ;  and,  by  an  exad  account,  the 
town  of  Ghent  has  loft,  without  counting  flran- 
gers,  full  nine  thoufand  men.  This  lofs  touches 
us  fo  nearly  that  we  have  no  hopes  left.' 

'  Ye  foolifli  people,'  anfwered  Peter  du  Bois, 
'  are  ye  thus  thunderftruck  when  the  war  is  not 
near  over,  nor  the  town  of  Ghent  fo  famous  as 
fhe  fhall  be  ?  If  Philip  is  dead,  it  has  been  by  his 
own  violence.  Clofe  your  gates,  and  think  of 
preparing  to  defend  yourfeves.  Ye  do  not  fuppofe 
that  the  king  of  France  will  come  here  this  win- 
ter-time ;  and  before  the  proper  feafon  (hall  arrive, 
we  fhall  have  gained  reinforcements  from  our 
friends  in  Holland,  Zealand,  Guelderland,  Bra- 
bant and  other  places.  We  can  have  men  enough 
for  our  money.  Francis  Atremen,  who  is  now  in 
England,  will  foon  return,  and  he  and  I  will  be 
your  captains.  The  war  has  never  been  fo  ferious, 
or  fo  well  conduced,  as  we  will  have  it.  We  are 
much  better  alone,  than  joined  by  all  Flanders ; 
for  while  we  had  the  country  with  us,  we  knew 
not  how  to  make  war.  Let  us  now  attend  to  the 
bufmefs  ourfelves,  and  we  fliall  perform  greater 
exploits  than  have  hitherto  been  done.* 

By  fuch  fpeeches  as  this  did  Peter  du  Bois  rally 
the  caft-down  inhabitants  of  Ghent,  who  would, 
without  doubt,  have  furrendered  themfelves  un- 
conditionally to  the  king  of  France,  if  Peter  du 
Bois  had  not  been  there.  So  much  depends  upon 
the  courage  and  ability  of  a  fingle  man. 

When 


When  the  ghent  men  faw  five  or  fix  days  pafs 
over  without  any  attempt  being  made  on  their 
town,  nor  any  appearance  of  a  fiege,  they  reco- 
vered their  courage,  and  became  more  prefumptu- 
ous  than  before^ 


CHAP.  XLVII. 

THE     TREATY     BETWEEN      THE      ENGLISH     AND 

FLEMINGS    IS    BROKEN. THE   KING  OF  FRANCE 

DEPARTS    FROM    FLANDERS. 

"Y'O'U  have  before  heard  how  fir  William  Fre- 
miton,  having  been  fent  by  the  king  of  Eng- 
land and  his  council  with  letters  to  the  principyl 
towns  in  Flanders  on  the  fubjeft  of  the  intended 
treaties  between  them,  had  remained  at  Calais, 
and  with  him  Francis  Atremen  and  the  fix  citizens 
of  Ghent.  When  the  Flemings  heard  of  the  de- 
feat at  Rofebecque,  they  were  fo  much  aftonifhed, 
that  the  englifli  knight  faw  he  had  no  occafion  to 
proceed  further,  for  there  was  an  end  of  the  treaty. 
He  therefore  took  his  letters  without  having  fealed 
them,  and  returned  to  England  as  fpeedily  as  he 
could,  to  relate  the  particulars  of  this  event. 

The  nobles  of  England  were  not  forry  on  hear- 
ing it ;  for  they  faid,  that  if  the  commonalty  of 
Flanders  had  been  victorious  over  the  king  of 
France,  and  his  nobility  had  been  flain,  the  pride 
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of  the  common  people  would  have  been  fo  great 
that  all  gentlemen  would  have  had  caufe  to  lament 
it,  for  appearances  of  infurreclions  had  been  fhewn 
in  England. 

The  Flemings,  who  had  been  fent  to  London 
with  Francis  Atremen,  were  much  call  down, 
and,  hailily  embarking  at  Calais,  failed  to  Mid- 
dlebourg  in  Zealand.  The  deputies  returned  to 
their  different  towns,  and  Francis  Atremen  and 
his  companions  got  to  Ghent  as  well  as  they  were 
able,  through  Zealand,  but  not  until  the  king  of 
France  had  left  Flanders. 

FJuring  the  rendence  of  the  king  of  France  in 
Courtray,  many  councils  were  held,  to  determine 
whether  they  Ihould  lay  fiege  to  Ghent  or  not. 
The  king  was  well  inclined  for  fo  doing,  as  were 
the  Bretons  and  Burgundians.  But  the  lords  of 
the  council,  as  it  was  now  the  heart  of  winter, 
confidered,  that  no  effe£lual  war  could  be  carried 
on,  and  that  the  knights  were  much  weakened 
and  haraffed  by  the  cold  ;  that,  as  the  rivers  round 
Ghent  were  wide  and  deep,  it  would  be  time 
thrown  away  to  alumpt  the  fiege  :  befides,  the 
chiefs  were  alfo  worn  down  by  the  rains,  the  cold, 
and  lying  on  the  ground,  fo  that,  every  thing 
confidered,  the  king  was-  advifed  to  return  to 
Tournay,  where  he  might  recruit  himfelf  and  keep 
his  Chriftmas.  Thofe  from  the  more  diifant  parts, 
fuch  as  Auvergne,Dauphiny,  Savoy  and  Bungundy, 
v-ere  to  march  quietly  into  their  own  countries. 
But  the  king  and  his  council  wilhed  the  Bretons, 
Normans  and  Fiench  to  remain  with  him  and  the 
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conftablc ;  for,  as  he  could  depend  on  them,  he 
intended  employing  them  againft  the  Parifians, 
who  had  been  fo  bufy  in  forging  armour,  to  make 
them  behave  better  than  they  had  hitherto  done 
fmce  the  coronation  of  the  king. 

When  the  king  of  France  departed  from 
Courtray,  he  was  not  forgetful,  any  more  than 
his  lords,  of  the  gilt  fpurs  which  had  been  hung  up 
in  a  church  at  Courtray,  and  which  had  belonged 
to  the  french  nobility  who  had  fallen  with  Robert 
d'Artois  at  the  battle  of  Courtray.  The  king 
therefore  ordered  the  town  to  be  burnt  and  de- 
flroyed.  The  earl  of  Flanders,  on  hearing  of 
this,  went  to  the  king,  in  hopes  of  remedying  it, 
and  flung  himfelf  on  his  knees,  begging  of  him  to 
recal  his  orders:  but  the  king  anfwered,  he  would 
do  no  fuch  thing.  The  earl  dared  not  renew  his 
requell,  but  went  away  to  his  lodgings  before  they 
were  fet  on  fire. 

The  duke  of  Burgundy  had  taken  down  a 
curious  clock  which  ftruck  the  hours,  the  hand- 
fomeft  that  was  to  be  feen  on  either  fide  of  the  sea, 
which  he  had  caufed  to  be  packed  up,  and  placed 
on  carts  with  its  bell,  and  carried  to  Dijon,  where 
it  was  placed,  and  there  llrikes  the  hours  day  and 
night. 

After  the  king  had  quitted  the  town,  it  was 
harlhly  treated  ;  for  it  was  burnt  and  deftroyed 
without  mercy  ;  and  many  knights,  fquires,  men 
at  arms,  fine  children,  both  boys  and  girls,  were 
carried  away  as  flaves,  to  be  ranfomcd.  The  king 
rode  on  to  Tournay,  where  he  was  fliewn  every 
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refpeft  due  to  him,  and  fixed  his  quarters  at  the 
abbey  of  Saint  Martin.  The  inhabitants  were 
all  drelTed  in  white  with  three  green  bars  on  one 
fide  :  and  proper  houfes  were  allotted  to  the  lords. 
The  king  was  at  Saint  Martins :  and  his  attendants 
occupied  one  quarter  of  the  town.  The  duke  de 
Berry  was  lodged  in  the  palace  of  the  bifhop  ;  the 
duke  de  Bourbon  at  the  Crown;  the  duke  of 
Burgundy  at  the  Golden  Head  ;  the  conflable  at 
St.  James's  Head. 

Proclamation  was  made  for  none  to  do  any 
damage  to  the  good  people  of  Tournay,  under 
pain  of  death,  nor  take  any  thing  without  paying 
for  it,  nor  to  enter  the  country  of  Hainault  with 
intent  of  doing  mifchief.  All  thefe  orders  were 
obferved.  The  lords  refrefhed  themfelves  there 
with  their  men  ;  but  thofe  from  the  diftant  part* 
returned  to  their  homes  through  Lille,  Douay  and 
Valenciennes.  The  count  de  Blois  took  leave  of  the 
king  and  his  uncles,  and  of  his  companion  the  count 
d'Eu,  and  retired  to  his  inheritance  in  Hainault. 
He  flopped  one  day  and  night  at  Valenciennes, 
where  he  was  magnificently  entertained ;  for  he 
had  gained  the  affedion  of  the  inhabitants,  as  well 
in  gra:titude  for  the  fervices  he  had  rendered  by 
preventing  the  Bretons,  Burgundians  and  Savoy- 
ards, from  putting  their  intentions  into  execution 
of  overrunning  the  country,  as  in  regard  to  lir 
Thierry  d'Efquemine,  who  had  long  kept  them  in 
alarm,  and  who,  by  having  put  himfelf  under  the 
obedience  of  the  count  and  the  lord  de  Coucy, 
ijad  given  them  peace. 
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The  count  de  Blois  left  Valenciennes  and  went 
to  LandrecieSj  where  he  pafled  fome  time^  with 
the  lady  Mary  his  wife  and  his  fon  Louis,  in  re- 
covering himfelf  from  his  fatigues.  The  following 
fummer  he  went  to  Blois  j  but  the  countefs  and 
her  fon  continued  in  Halnault,  and  lived  the 
greater  part  of  the  time  at  Beaumont. 


CHAP.  XLVIII. 

VAIN    ATTEMPTS    MADE    FOR    PEACE  BETWEEN  THE 

KING  OF    FRANCE    AND    GHENT. THE    KING,    ON 

HIS  RETURN  TO  PARIS,  ORDERS  THE  CHAINS 
TO  BE  TAKEN  AWAY  THAT  BARRICADED  THE 
STREETS. HE  SEVERELY  PUNI^jHES  THE  PARI- 
SIANS. 

n^TlE  count  de  la  Marche  and  fir  James  de 
Bourbon,  his  brother,  left  Tournay  to  refrefh 
themfelves  at  their  caflle  in  Hainault.  The  lord 
Guy  de  Laval,  a  Breton,  went  to  Cheure  in 
Hainault,  which  is  divided  between  fir  Robert  de 
Namur  and  himfelf.  The  lord  de  Coucy  flopped 
at  Mortaigne  on  the  Scheld,  where  he  refted  him- 
felf and  his  men  ;  but  the  greater  part  of  the  time 
he  was  with  the  king  at  Tournay. 

The  count  de  St.  Pol  was  commifTioned  to  cor- 
reft  the  Urbanifts  of  the  town,  which  was  reported 
to  contain  many.  Several  were  difcovered,  and 
wherever  found,   even   in   the  church   of  notre 
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dame,  they  were  arrefted,  call  Into  prifon,  and 
paid  dearly  for  their  Hberty.  By  this  means,  the 
count  de  St.  Pol  amaffed,  in  a  very  few  days, 
{even  thoufand  francs ;  for  none  obtained  their 
liberty  without  paying,  or  giving  very  good  fe- 
curity  for  fo  doing. 

During  the  king's  refidence  at  Tournay,  the 
men  of  Ghent  had  a  paflport  granted  them  to  come 
thither  and  return.  There  were  hopes  they  would 
have  been  pardoned  ;  but,  during  the  conferences 
which  were  hoi  den,  they  were  as  proud  and 
Hardened  as  if  they  had  been  the  conquerors  at 
the  battle  of  Rofebecque. 

They  declared,  indeed,  that  they  would  willingly 
put  thei^ifelves  under  the  obedience  of  the  king 
and  would  form  part  of  the  domain  of  France, 
under  the  jurifdiclion  of  Paris ;  but  that  they 
would  never  acknowledge  for  their  lord  earl  Louis, 
becaufe  they  could  never  love  him  for  the  great 
mifchlefs  he  had  done  them. 

Several  attempts  were  made  to  obtain  a  peace 
between  the  king  and  his  council  with  thefe  de- 
puties ;  but,  notwithftanding  the  interference  of 
fome  wife  prelates,  they  could  not  get  from  them 
any  other  anfwer.  They  declared  to  the  prelates, 
that  if  they  were  to  live  in  fuch  peril  as  VvOuld  turn 
the  town  upfide  down  for  three  or  four  years,  they 
would  never  alter  their  minds.  They  were  told 
they  might  return  when  they  pleafed  :  upon 
which,  they  departed  from  Tournay  to  Ghent, 
and  things  remained  in  a  date  of  war. 

The  king  of  France  and  his  lords  took  great 
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pains  that  all  Flanders  fhould  become  Clementifls, 
and  obey  pope  Clement ;  but  the  principal  towns 
were  as  Itrongly  inclined  to  Urban  as  the  earl, 
that  they  could  not  be  moved.  They  replied, 
through  the  earl's  council,  that  they  would  con- 
fider  of  it_,  and  give  a  determined  anfwer  before 
Eafter :  the  bufmefs,  therefore,  was  held  over 
till  then. 

The  king  of  France  kept  his  Chriflmas  at  Tour- 
nay  ;  and,  when  he  departed,  he  appointed  the 
noble  lord  de  Guiflelles  governor  of  Bruges,  the 
lord  de  Saint  Py  governor  of  Ypres,  the  lord  de 
Guiftelles  chief  regent  of  Flanders,  and  fir  John 
de  Juraont  governor  of  Courtray,  whither  the 
king  fent  two  hundred  Bretons  and  other  men 
at  arms,  and  to  garrifon  Ardembourg.  Sir  William 
de  Laumeghien  was  nominated  to  Oudenarde  with 
about  one  hundred  lances  for  his  garrifon.  Thus 
were  all  the  ftrong  places  in  Flanders  provided 
with  men  at  arms  and  (lores,  to  enable  them  to 
carry  on  the  war  during  the  winter  upon  the 
enemy's  garrifons. 

Thefe  things  being  arranged,  the  king  fet  out 
from  Tournay  for  Arras,  attended  by  his  uncles 
and  the  earl  of  Flanders.  During  the  refidence 
of  the  king  at  Arras,  the  city  ran  a  great  rifk  of 
being  pillaged  by  the  Bretons,  to  whom  large 
fums  were  due  for  their  pay,  and  who  had  fought 
hard  in  this  campaign :  they  were  much  dif- 
contented  with  the  king,  and  it  was  with  fome 
difficulty  they  were  reflrained.  The  conflable  and 
marfhals  of  France  appeafed  them,  by  promifnig 
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that  their  whole  pay  fhould  he  completely  paid 
them  at  Paris ;  and,  with  the  lord  Louis  de  San- 
cerre  and  the  lord  de  Blainville,  pledged  them- 
felves  for  the  performance. 

Upon  this,  the  king  departed,  following  the 
road  to  Peromie.  The  earl  of  Flanders  took  his 
leave  of  the  KUig,  and  returned  to  Lille,  where 
he  refided.  The  king  continued  his  route  through 
Peronne,  Noyon,  Compiegne,  to  Senlis,  where 
he  ftoppca.  The  army  took  up  their  quarters  in 
the  villages  between  Senlis  and  Meaux  in  Brie, 
and  upon  the  river  Marne  and  round  St  Denis ; 
fo  that  the  whole  country  was  filled  with  men  at 
arms.  The  king,  having  left  Senhs  for  Paris, 
ordered  his  officers  to  make  ready  the  Louvre, 
where  he  intended  to  difmount.  His  three  uncles 
did  the  fame,  fending  their  fervants  to  prepare 
their  hotels,  as  did  other  lords.  This  they  were 
advifed  to,  by  way  of  precaution ;  for  the  king 
and  his  lords  had  been  counfelled  not  to  enter 
Paris  fuddenly,  as  the  Parifians  were  not  to  be 
depended  on,  but  to  obferve  what  countenance 
they  would  fhew,  and  what  preparations  they  had 
made  againft  the  king's  return.  The  king's  officers, 
and  the  fervants  of  the  other  lords,  were  ordered, 
if  any  queflions  were  aiked  about  the  king,  and  if 
he  were  coming,  to  reply,  '  Yes,  truly  :  he  will 
be  here  inftantly.' 

The  Parifians,  on  learning  this,  refolved  to  arm 
themfelves,  and  (hew  the  king,  on  his  entrance 
into  Paris,  the  force  that  was  in  the  city  armed 
from  head  to  foot,  ready  for  him,  if  he  pleaf^d, 
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to  difpof^  of.  It  would  have  been  better  for  thein 
to  have  remamed  quiet  in  their  houfes,  for  this 
difplay  cofl  them  dearly.  They  faid  they  had  done 
it  with  good  intentions,  but  it  w^as  taken  in  an 
oppofite  fenfe. 

The  king  lodged  at  Louvres*,  and  from  thence 
went  to  Bourgetf  :  it  was  immediately  reported  in 
Paris,  that  the  king  would  be  inllantly  there  : 
upon  v/hich,  upwards  of  twency  thoufand  Parifians 
armed  themfelves  and  took  the  field,  and  drew  up 
in  a  handfohne  battaUon  between  St.  Ladre  and 
Paris,  on  the  fide  of  Montmartre.  Their  crofs- 
bowmen  had  large  fliields  and  mallets,  and  all 
were  prepared  as  for  inftant  combat.  The  king 
was  ftiil  at  Bourget,  Vv?ith  his  lords,  when  this 
news  was  brought  them,  and  an  account  of  the 
ftate  of  Paris.  '  See,'  faid  the  lords,  *  the  pride 
and  prefumption  of  this  mob !  what  are  they  now 
making  this  difplay  for  ?  If  they  had  thus  come 
to  fcrve  the  king  when  he  fet  out  for  Flanders, 
they  would  have  done  well ;  but  their  heads  were 
only  fluffed  with  prayers  to  God,  that  none  of  us 
might  return.'  To  thefe  words  fome,  who  would 
have  been  glad  to  have  gone  further  and  attacked 
the  Parifians,  added, — '  If  the  king  be  vi'ell  ad- 
vifed,  he  will  not  put  him^felf  into  the  hands  of 


■*  Louvres,— a  town  in  the  Ifle  of  France,   five  leagues  from 
Senlis,  fix  from  Pari*. 

t  Bourget,— a  fmall  town    in  the  lilo  of  France;,  about  a. 
league  from  Paris, 
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fucli  people,  who  meet  Iiini  fully  armed  when 
they  ought  to  have  come  in  all  humility,  with  a 
proceffion,  ringing  the  bells  of  Paris,  and  return- 
ing thanks  to  God  for  the  grand  vidory  he  has 
been  pleafed  to  give  us  in  Flanders.' 

The  lords  were  fomewhat  puzzled  how  to  a6l : 
at  laft,  it  was  determined  that  the  conftable  of 
"France,  the  lord  d^^lbreth,  the  lord  de  Coucy, 
fir  Gay  de  la  Trimcuille  and  Sir  John  de  Vienne 
Ihouid  go  to  fpeak  with  them,  and  demand  the 
reafon  why  they  had  come  out  of  Paris  in  fuch 
a  body,  armed  from  head  to  foot,  to  meet  their 
kir.g  ;  for  that  fuch  a  proceeding  had  never  before 
been  known  in  France.  Thefe  lords  were  pre- 
pared  to  anfwer,  v  hatever  might  be  their  reply  to 
this  qut^flion  ;  for  ihey  were  fully  capable  to 
manage  a  bufmefs,  had  it  been  of  ten  times  the 
importance. 

They  fet  out   from  the  king  unarmed,  and,  to 
give  a  pretext   to   their  million,  they  took   with 
them  three  or   four  heralds,  whom  they  ordered 
to   ride  forward,    faying  ;    '  Go   to   thofe  people 
and  demand  from  them  a  palfport  for  our  coming 
to  them   and   our  return,    as   we  are  ordered  to 
parley  with   them,  and  tell  them  the  king's  com- 
mands.'     The  heralds,    {ticking  fpurs  into  their 
horfes,  foon  came  up  to  the  Parifians.     When  the 
Parilians   faw  them   coming,  they  never  thought 
they  wexQ  ordered  to  fpeak  w'ith  them,  but  that 
they  were  going  to  Paris,  like  men  who  wifhed  to 
get  there  before  hand. 

The  heralds,  who  had  their  emblazoned  tabards 
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chiefs  ?  where  are  the  chiefs  ?  Who  among  you 
are  captains  ?  becaufe  it  is  to  them  our  lords  have 
fent  us.'  Thefe  words  made  fome  of  the  Parifians 
perceive  they  had  afted  wrong,  and,  bowing  their 
heads,  replied  ;  '  There  are  no  chiefs  here  :  we 
are  but  one,  and  under  the  command  of  our  lord 
the  king.  Speak,  in  the  name  of  God,  what  you 
have  to  fay.' 

*■  My  lords,'  anfwered  the  heralds  ;  *  our  lords 
(naming  them)  have  fent  us  hither  ;  for  they  can- 
not conceive  what  are  your  intentions  ;  and  to 
require  that  they  may  peaceably  and  without  peril 
come  hither  and  fpeak  with  you,  and  return  to 
the  king  with  fuch  an  anfwer  as  you  fliall  give 
them ;  for  otherwife  they  are  afraid  to  come.* 

'  By  my  troth,'  replied  thofe  to  whom  this 
fpeech  had  been  addrelTed,  '  there  was  no  need  to 
fay  this  to  us,  unlefs  it  came  from  their  noble 
minds  ;  but  we  think  you  are  laughing  at  us.* 
*  We  have  told  you  nothing  but  the  truth,'  faid 
the  heralds.  '  Well  then,*  replied  the  Parifians, 
'  go  and  tell  them  they  may  come  hidier  in  per- 
fed  fafety  ;  for  they  ihall  have  no  harm  from  us, 
who  are  ready  to  obey  their  commands.' 

The  heralds  returned  to  their  lords  and  related 
what  you  have  juil  read.  The  four  barons  then 
advanced,  attended  by  the  heralds,  to  the  Parifians, 
whom  they  found  drawn  up  in  very  handfome 
battle-array.  They  were  upwards  of  twenty 
thoufand.  As  thefe  lords  rode  by  them,  ex- 
amining and  praifing,  in  their  own  minds,  their 
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handfome  appearance  :  the  Parifians  bowed  as  they 
pafled.  When  they  were  arrived  in  the  centre, 
they  ftop[v"d  :  and  the  conftable,  addrefling  them, 
faid  with  a  loud  voice,  '  You  people  of  Paris, 
what  can  have  induced  you  thus  to  quit  your 
town  in  fuch  array  ?  It  would  feem  that,  thus 
drawn  up,  you  were  defirous  of  combating  the 
king,  your  lord,  you  who  are  his  fubje£ts.' 

'  My  lord,'  replied  ihoie  wIjO  heard  him, 
*  under  your  'avour,  we  have  no  fuch  intendons, 
nor  ever  had.  We  have  come  out  in  this  manner, 
fmce  you  pleafe  to  know  it,  to  difplay  to  our  lord 
the  king  the  forcj  of  the  Parifians,  for  he  is  very 
young  and  has  never  feen  it ;  and,  if  he  (hould 
not  be  mad^^  acquainted  with  it,  he  can  never 
know  what  fervice  he  may  draw  from  us  fliould 
there  be  occafion/ 

'  Well,  gentlemen,' anfwered  the  conflablcj*  you 
fpeak  fairly  :  but  we  tell  you  from  the  king,  that 
at  this  time  he  does  not  wifli  to  fee  it,  and  what 
you  have  done  has  been  fufficient  for  him.  Return, 
therefore,  inftantly  to  Paris,  each  man  to  his  own 
houfe,  and  lay  afide  your  arms,  if  you  wifli  the 
king  Ihould  come  thither.'  '  My  lord,'  replied  the 
Parifians,  '  we  will  cheerfully  obey  your  orders.' 

The  Parifians  upon  this  marched  back  to  Paris, 
and  each  went  to  his  houfe  to  difarm  himfelf. 
The  four  barons  returned  to  the  king,  and  re- 
ported to  him  and  his  council  the  words  you  have 
heard.  It  was  then  ordered  that  the  king  and 
his  uncles,  with  the  principal  lords,  (hould  enter 
Paris  with  feme  men  at  arms,  but  that  the  main 
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body  fhould  remain  near  the  city-j  to  k(*ep  the 
Parifians  in  awe. 

The  lord  de  Coucy  and  the  marfhal  de  Sancerre 
were  ordered  to  take  the  gates  off  the  hinges  frojn 
the  principal  gates  of  St.  Denis  and  St.  Marcel 
immediately  on  the  king's  entrance  into  Paris,  fo 
that  the  gates  might  be  open  day  and  night  for 
the  men  at  arms  to  enter  the  more  eafily,  and 
mafler  the  Parifians  fliould  there  be  any  neceffity 
for  it.  They  alfo  commanded  the  chains  which 
were  thrown  acrofs  the  fcreets  to  be  taken  away, 
that  the  cavalry  might  pafs  through  the  flreets 
without  danger  or  oppofition.  Thefe  orders  were 
punctually  obeyed. 

The  king  made  his  entrance  into  Paris  and 
lodged  at  the  Louvre,  and  his  uncles  with  him  : 
the  other  lords  went  to  their  own  hotels,  at  leaft 
thofe  who  pofleffed  any.  The  gates  were  taken 
off  the  hinges,  and  the  beams  which  had  been  laid 
under  the  tower  of  the  gates,  with  die  chains  from 
the  flreets,  were  carried  to  the  palace. 

The  Parifians,  feeing  this,  were  in  great  alarm, 
and  fo  fearful  of  being  puniflied  that  none  dared 
to  venture  out  of  doors,  nor  to  open  a  window  : 
they  remained  in  this  fituation  for  three  days,  in 
great  fright  left  they  fhould  receive  more  harm 
than  they  had  done.  It  cofl  them  feveral  large 
fums  ;  for  thofe  whom  they  wiflied  to  mark,  were 
fent  for  one  at  a  time,  to  the  council  chamber, 
wliere  they  were  fined  ;  fome  ftx  thouf^md,  others 
three,  others  one  ;  fo  that  they  exacted  from  the 
city  of  Paris,  to  the  profit  of  the  king,  his  uncles 
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and  minifters,  the  fum  of  four  hundred  thoufand 
francs.  They  never  afked  any  but  the  principal  per- 
fons  as  to  their  means  of  payment,  who  thought 
themfelves  happy  to  efcape  with  only  a  fine.  They 
were  ordered  to  carry  their  armour  in  bags,  each 
man  his  own,  to  the  caftle  of  Beaute,  which  is 
now  called  the  caftle  of  Vincennes,  where  they 
were  thrown  into  the  great  tower,  with  the  mallets. 
In  this  manner  were  the  Parifians  puniflied,  as 
an  example  to  the  other  towns  of  the  kingdom  of 
France.  In  addition,  they  w^re  taxed  with  fub- 
fidies,  aides,  gabelles,  fouages,  with  the  twelfth 
and  thirteenth  penny,  and  many  other  vexations. 
The  flat  country  was  alfo  completely  ranfacked. 


CHAP.  XLIX. 

SEVERAL  OP  THE  PRINCIPAL  CITIZENS  OF  PARIS 
ARE  BEHEADED  WITH  JOHN  DES  MAR  ETS,  AND 
MANY  OTHERS  IN  THE  DIFFERENT  TOWNS  AND 
CITIES    IN    FRANCE. 

'T'HE  king  and  his  council  arrefted  and  threw 
into  prifon  whatever  perfons  they  pleafed. 
Many  were  drowned  ;  but,  in  order  to  calm  the 
fears  of  the  others,  proclamation  was  made  in  the 
king's  name  in  all  the  flreets  and  fquares  of 
Paris,  that  no  one,  under  pain  of  death,  Ihould 
hurt  the  inhabitants,   nor  pillage    their    houfes. 
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This  proclamation  greatly  appeafed  the  Parifians* 
There  were,  however,  carried  to  execution  feveral 
of  the  inhabitants  who  had  been  condemned  to 
death  for  having  flirred  up  the  people  :  but  it 
was  with  great  ailoniihment  John  des  Marets*  was 
feen  among  the  number ;  he  was  confidered  as  a 
wife  and  upright  man  ;  and  fome  fay  he  was  con- 
demned unjuflly,  for  he  was  always  known  to 
have  afted  with  the  utmoft  prudence,  and  was 
Hbove  all  one  of  the  greateft  and  wifeft  members 
of  the  courts  of  law.  He  had  ferved  king  Philip, 
king  John  and  king  Charles,  with  fo  much  credit 
that  no  fault  was  found  in  him  :  neverthelefs,  he 
was  condemned  to  be  beheaded,  with  twelve  others 
in  his  company. 

As  they  were  conducing  him  to  his  execution, 
feated  in  a  cart  high  above  the  others,  he  called 
out,  *  Where  are  thofe  who  have  condemned  me  ? 
Let  them  come  forth,  and  juftify,  if  they  can,  the 
caufe  and  reafon  why  and  wherefore  they  have 
judged  me  guilty  of  death/  He  then  harangued 
the  people,  and  thofe  who  were  to  fuffer  with 
him,  which  made  all  pity  him,  but  they  dared  not 
fpeak  out. 

He  was  carried  to  the  market-place  In  front  of 
the  town-houfe,  where  all  who  accompanied  him 
were  beheaded  before  his  eyes :  in  the  number 


*  John  des  Marets  was  an  upright  man,  a  diflinguiihed 
maglftrate  and  avocat  general.  He  fuffered  from  the  hatred 
of  the  dukes  of  Berry  and  Burgundy,  which  was  moll  inveterate 
towards  him. 
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was  Nicholas  Flamand,  a  draper,  for  whofe  life 
forty  thoufand  francs  had  been  offered  fin  vain. 
When  the  executioner  came  to  behead  Jjohn  des 
Marets,  he  faid  to  him,  *  Mafter  John,  beg  for 
mercy  of  the  king,  that  he  may  pardon  you  your 
crimes.'  Upon  which  he  turned,  and  faid,  '  I 
have  ferved  his  great  grandfather  king  Philip,  king 
John,  and  king  Charles  his  father  faithfully  and 
loyally  ;  and  never  did  thefe  three  kings  find  fault 
with  me,  nor  would  this  king  have  done  fo,  if  he 
had  arrived  at  the  wifdom  and  age  of  manhood. 
I  firmly  believe,  that  in  my  condemnation,  he  is 
not  any  ways  culpable.  I  have  not  therefore  any 
caufe  to  beg  his  mercy  ;  but  from  God  alone  Ihall 
I  beg  it,  and  that  he  would  forgive  all  my  fins.' 

Upon  this,  he  took  leave  of  the  people,  who, 
for  the  greater  part,  were  in  tears  ^  and  thus  died 
Mafter  John  des  Marets. 

In  like  manner  were  feveral  executed  in  the 
city  of  Rouen,  and  many  fined,  in  order  to  in- 
timidate the  people.  At  Rheims,  Chalons,  Troyes, 
Sens  and  Orleans,  fimilar  fcenes  paffed.  The 
towns  were  heavily  fined  becaufe  they  had  been 
difobedient  at  the  commencement  of  this  reign, 
Immenfe  fums  were  thus  raifed  throughout  the 
kingdom,  and  all  went  to  the  dukes  of  Berry  and 
Burgundy,  for  the  king  was  under  their  manage*, 
ment.  However,  to  fay  the  truth,  the  conftabU 
and  marfhals  had  great  part  of  it  to  pay  the  men 
at  arms  who  had  ferved  in  the  expedition  to 
Flanders.  The  lords  and  great  barons  of  France, 
fuch  as  the  count  de  Blois,  the  count  de  la  Marche, 
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the  count  d'Eu,  the  count  de  St.  Po!,  the  count 
de  liar  court,  the  count  dauphin  of  Auvcrgne, 
the  lord  de  Coucy  and  others,  had  granted  to 
them  afli  gnments  on  the  royal  domain,  to  raife 
as  much  ;is  the  king  owed  them  for  their  fervices 
in  Flandet  s,  and  to  pay  their  men.  I  know  not 
how  thefe  lords  were  paid  their  alignments,  for 
very  fliortly  new  taxes  were  inipofed  on  thefe  lands 
by  orders  from  the  king.  Mod  commonly  the 
king's  tax  was  infilled  on  being  paid  firfl,  and  the 
lords  were  oblig  ed  to  wait  for  their  arrears. 


CHAP.  L. 

THE  GIIKNT    MEN    RENEW    THE  WAR. THE   E  VRl,  OF 

FLANDERS    BECOMES    AN    OBJECT    OF    HATRED  TO 
THE    ENGLISH. 

"Y'OU  know  that  when  the  king  of  France  de- 
parted from   Courtray,  the  town  of  Ghent 
was  Hill  in  a  ftate  of  war.     The  governors  of  it  at 
this  time  were  Peter  du  Bois,  Peter  le  Nuitre  and 
Francis  Atremen,  who  reinforced  their  army  with 
foldiers  who  came  from  different  countries,  and 
•were  not  in  the  leaft  difmayed  with  their  fituation, 
but  as  frefh  and  vigorous  as  ever.     Thefe  captains 
heard  that  there  was  a  garrifon  of  Bretons  and  Bur- 
gundians  in  the  town  of  Ardembourg,  and  there- 
fore determined  to  pay  them  a  vifit.     Accordingly 
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Francis  Atremen  marched  from  Ghent  with  three 
thoufand  men,  and  arrived  at  Ardembourg,  where 
there  was  a  fevere  fkirmifli.  In  fa6l,  the  ghent 
men  won  the  town  ;  but  it  coil  them  a  number  of 
men,  as  there  were  full  two  hundred  of  their 
foldiers  killed.  The  town  was  ftormed,  pillaged, 
and  the  greater  part  of  it  burnt.  They  then 
marched  back  to  Ghent  with  their  booty,  where 
they  were  received  with  great  joy.  Shortly  after 
this  they  advanced  to  Dendremonde,  Aloft,  and 
as  far  as  Oudenarde,  plundering  the  whole  country. 

The  earl  of  Flanders,  who  refided  at  Lilie, 
heard  how  the  ghent  men  were  ravaging  the  coun- 
try, and  marching  to  different  parts  to  plunder  it. 
He  was  much  enraged  thereat,  not  fuppoling  they 
would  have  had  either  the  courage  or  power  fo  to 
do,  fmce  they  had  loil  Philip  von  Artaveld.  Thofe 
prefent  anfwered ;  *  My  lord,  you  have  always 
heard  how  very  artful  the  men  of  Ghent  are  :  they 
have  fhev/n  it  to  you,  and  will  now  do  fo  the  more 
fmce  their  anibaiTadors  are  returned  from  England, 
efpecially  Francis  Atremen,  who  was  the  intimate 
friend  of  Philip:  and  as  long  as  he  lives,  you  will 
never  be  free  from  war.  We  aUb  know  for  a 
truth  that  he  has  concluded  a  treaty  between 
Ghent  and  the  king  of  England ;  for  he  is  fe- 
cretly,  in  fpite  of  appearances,  attached  to  Eng- 
land, and  receives  daily  from  thence  one  franc  as 
wages.  John  Saplemon,  who  lives  at  Bruges,  and 
has  refided  there  under  you  for  twenty-four  years, 
pays  him  monthly.  To  corroborate  the  truth  of 
his  connexions  with  England,   Raffe  de   Voirie, 
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Louis  de  Voz  and  John  Sercolat,  who  are  frorrt 
Ghent,  and  the  clerk  who  foHcits  the  bifhoprick, 
have  remained  behind  in  England  to  complete  the 
treaties.  In  the  month  of  May,  you  will  hear 
more  of  all  this  than  we  now  have  told  you.* 

The  earl  of  Flanders  pondered  on  what  he  had 
heardj  and  beheved  the  fail  was  fo.  He  turned 
his  attention  to  John  Saplemon  and  the  Engliih  at 
Bruges,  and  ordered  his  ferjeants  to  fummon  them 
to  appear  on  a  certain  day  before  him.  The  fer- 
jeants ordered  John  Saplemon  and  feveral  other 
rich  Engliflimen,  who  were  quite  unprepared  for 
fuch  a  proceeding,  to  appear  that  day  fortnight  be- 
fore the  earl,  in  the  caftle  of  Lille. 

The  Englifli  were  much  aftonifhed  at  the  fum- 
mons,  and  confulted  together.  They  could  not 
imagine  for  what  caufe  the  earl  had  thus  fum- 
moned  them.  Having  weighed  every  circumftance, 
they  began  to  have  their  fufpicions,  for  they  knew 
the  earl  was  very  haily  in  his  anger.  They  faid 
among  themfelves  j  '  He  who  is  not  careful  of  his 
own  perfon,  is  careful  of  nothing.  1  fufpecl  the 
earl  has  had  fome  intelligence  concerning  us;  for 
with  Francis  Atremen,  who  has  a  penfion  from  our 
king,  there  are  two  citizens  of  this  town  in  Eng- 
land, who,  having  turned  to  his  party,  may  per- 
haps have  given  information  againil  us,  and  placed 
us  in  his  ill  graces.' 

This  idea  ftruck  them  all,  and  made  them  afraid 
to  wait  the  day  of  fummons,  and  to  appear  at 
Lille.  They  fet  out  from  Bruges  for  Sluys,  where, 
by  great  exertions,  they  purchafed  a  veffel  that  was 
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ready  to  fail,  and  having  embarked,  weighed  an- 
chor, and  arrived  at  the  quays  of  London.  When 
the  earl  of  Flanders  heard  of  this,  and  fav/  that 
the  Englifh  did  not  come  according  to  his  fum- 
mons,  he  was  much  vexed.  He  found,  from  ap- 
pearances, that  what  he  had  been  told  was  the  truth. 
He  inftantly  fent  his  ferjeants  to  Bruges,  and  caufed 
to  be  feized  whatever  could  be  found  belonging  to 
thofe  Engliih  who  had  fled,  felling  the  articles  coU 
kded ;  and  John  Saplemon  of  London  and  his 
companions  were  banilhed  Flanders  for  one  hun- 
dred years  and  a  day.  Thofe  who  had  been  ar- 
refted  were  thrown  into  the  dungeon  of  the  prifon, 
which  cofl  fome  of  them  their  lives,  whiljfl  others 
recovered  all  they  had  lofl. 

There  is  a  common  and  true  faying,  that  envy 
never  dies.  This  comes  to  my  remembrance,  be- 
caufe  the  Englifh  are  too  envious  of  another's  good 
fortune,  and  have  aKvays  been  fo.  You  mud 
know,  that  the  king  of  England,  his  uncles,  and 
the  nobility,  were  much  vexed  at  the  good  fuccefs 
and  great  honour  which  the  king  of  France  and 
his  nobles  had  gained  at  the  battle  of  Rofebecque. 
When  the  englifh  knights  converfed  together  on 
the  fubjeft,  they  faid  ;  '  Ha,  by  holy  Mary !  how 
proud  will  the  French  be  now,  for  the  heap  of  pea- 
fants  they  have  flain.  I  wifh  to  God  Philip  von  Ar- 
taveld  had  had  two  thoufand  of  our  lances  and  fix 
thoufand  archers  :  not  one  Frenchman  would  have 
efcaped  death  or  imprifonment.  By  God,  they 
Ihall  not  long  keep  this  honour,  for  we  have  now 
a  fine  opportunity  of  entering  Flanders.  That 
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couFxtry  has  been  conquered  by  the  king  of  Ffance* 
and  we  will  conquer  it  for  the  king  of  England. 
The  earl  of  Flanders  fhews  at  this  moment  how 
completely  he  is  fubjecl  to  France,  and  how  much 
he  wifhes,  in  every  refpeO;,  to  pleafe  her,  by  ba- 
nifhing  from  Bruges  and  Flanders  our  englifli 
merchants,  who  have  refided  there  upwards  of 
thirty  years.  The  time  has  been  when  he  would 
not  have  fo  done  for  any  confideration,  but  at  pre- 
fent  he  dares  not  act  otherwife  for  fear  of  the 
Trench.* 

This,  and  fuch  like  fpeeches,  were  common  in 
England  ;  and  it  was  publicly  faid,  that  things 
iliould  not  remain  as  they  were:  now,  one  may 
fairly  fuppofe,  that  envy  was  the  original  caufe 
of  it. 


CHAP.  LI. 

POPE  URBAN  SENDS  BULLS  INTO  ENGLAND  FOR 
THE  DESTRUCTION  OF  THE  CLF.MENTISTS, — « 
THE  BISHOP  OF  NORWICH  APPOINTED  C0M» 
MANDEPv    IN    CHIEF    AGAINST    THEM. 

A  BOUT  this  period  he  who  figned  himfelf  pope 
Urban  the  fixth,  came  from  Rome  to  Genoa 
by  fea,  where  he  was  grandly  received,  and  he 
fixed  his  feat  there.  You  have  heard  how  all 
England  was  obedient  to  him,  both  church  and 
commonalty,  and  now  more  than  ever, 
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Becaufe  the  king  of  France  and  that  nation  were 
Clementifls,  Urban,  (whom  the  EngHlh  and  fe- 
veral  other  countries  obeyed)  during  his  refidence 
at  Genoa,  fought  how  he  could  obtain  fuccours 
from  England  to  annoy  the  king  of  France  j  and 
I  will  tell  you  by  what  means.  He  was  to  fend  his 
bulls -to  the  archbilhops  and  bifliops  of  the  coun- 
try, to  proclaim  that  he  abfolved,  and  would  ab- 
folve,  from  all  crime  or  fault,  every  one  who 
would  affift  in  the  deftruclion  of  the  Clementiftso 
He  had  heard  that  his  adverfary  Clement  had  re- 
forted  to  this  means  in  France,  and  was  daily  doing 
fo  ;  and  that  the  French  called  the  Urbanifls,  as  to 
matters  of  faith,  dogs,  which  thofe  retorted  back 
on  the  Clementifls,  whom  Urban  was  very  defirous 
of  condemning  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power,  and  he 
knew  he  had  no  other  means  of  hurting  them 
but  through  the  EngUfh.  It  was  neceffary,  how- 
ever, that  he  fhould  have  a  confiderable  fum  of 
ready  money,  if  he  wiihed  to  put  his  plans  into 
execution ;  for  it  was  well  known  that  the  nobles 
of  England  would  not,  for  all  the  abfolutions  in 
the  world,  undertake  any  expeditions,  unlefs  fuch 
were  preceded  by  offers  of  money.  Men  at  arms 
cannot  live  on  pardons,  nor  do  they  pay  much  at- 
tention to  them  except  at  the  point  of  death.  He 
therefore  determined,  that  with  the  bulls  he  fent 
to  England  for  the  prelates  to.  preach  upon,  he 
would  order  a  full  tenth  to  be  raifed  by  the  church, 
and  to  be  paid  by  them  to  the  nobility,  without  af- 
fsding  the  king's  treafury,  nor  oppreiTmg  the  com- 
mon 
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mon  people.     This,  he  imagined,  would  be  agree- 
able to  the  knights  and  barons  of  England. 

He  inflantly  haftened  the  writing  and  engrofling 
his  bulls,  as  well  to  the  king  as  to  his  uncles  and 
the  prelates  of  England,  with  his  pardons  and  ab- 
folutions  from  all  crimes ;  he  granted  befides,  to 
the  king  and  his  uncles,  a  full  tenth  to  be  by  them 
raifed  and  levied  throughout  the  kingdom,  on 
which  he  enlarged  very  much.  And  becaulc  all 
thefe  fums  were  to  come  from  the  church,  he 
would  have  a  churchman  command  the  expedition. 
The  lord  Henry  Spenfer,  bifhop  of  Norwich,  was 
appointed,  that  the  commonalty  and  churches  of 
England  might  have  greater  faith  in  it. 

In  addition  to  this,  becaufe  he  knew  that  the 
king  of  Spain  was  contrary  to  his  intereft,  and 
much  allied  with  the  king  of  France,  he  declared, 
that  with  the  money  that  fhould  be  thus  raifed  in 
England,  the  duke  of  Lancafter,  who,  in  right  of 
his  wife,  called  himfelf  king  of  Callille,  fhould 
fet  out  for  that  country  to  raife  a  fimilar  army 
there  :  and,  if  the  duke  of  Lancaffer  would  un- 
dertake this  expedition  with  a  powerful  force  of 
men  at  arms,  he  would  grant  to  the  king  of  Por- 
tugal (who  had  jufl  commenced  a  war  againfl  don 
John  king  of  Caftille)  a  full  tenth  on  the  whole 
kingdom  of  Portugal. 

In  this  manner  was  Urban  a£live  In  his  own 
concerns.  He  fent  upwards  of  thirty  bulls  to 
England,  where  they  were  received  with  much 
joy.     The   prelates  preached  up  in  their  diocefea 
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this  expedition  in  the  manner  of  a  croifade  ;  and 
the  people  of  England,  who  are  credulous  enough, 
believed  it  too  readily,  fo  that  none  of  cither  fex 
thought  they  ihould  end  the  year  happily,  nor  have 
any  chance  of  entering  paradife,  if  they  did  not 
give  handfomely  to  the  expedition  as  pure  alms. 
At  London,  and  in  that  diocefe,  there  was  col- 
leded  a  large  gafcony  tun  full  of  money,  and  he 
who  gave  moft,  according  to  the  pope's  bull, 
gained  the  grcateft  number  of  pardons.  All  who 
fhould  die  at  this  time,  and  who  had  given  their 
money,  were  abfolvcd  from  every  fault ;  and,  by 
the  tenor  of  the  bull,  happy  were  they  who  could 
now  die,  in  order  to  obtain  fo  noble  an  abfolution. 
They  collected/  during  the  winter  and  enfuing 
Lent,  throughout  England'^  as  w^ell  by  alms  as  by 
the  tenth  from  the  church,  for  every  thing  was 
received,  and  they  fo  cheerfully  taxed  themfelves 
that  the  fum  of  twenty-five  hundred  thoufand 
francs  was  amafled. 


CHAP.  LII. 


THE  BISHOP  OF  NORWICH,  COMMANDER  OF  THE 
ENGLISH  IN  THE  CROISADE  OF  URP.AISr  AGAINST 
THE  CLEMENTISTS,  DISEMBARKS  AT  CALAIS  WITH 
HIS    ARMY    OF    URBANISTS. 

"^XTHEN  the  king  of  England,  his   uncles  and 
council  were  informed  of  the  amount  of  the 

above 
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above  fum,  they  were  greatly  rejoiced/and  falcl 
thev  had  money  fufficlent  to  carry  on  a  war  agalnfl 
the  two  kingdoms  of  France  and  Spain. 

Thomas  bifhop  of  London,  and  brother  to  the 
earl  of  Devonfhire,  was  nominated  to  accompany 
the  duke  of  Lancafler  to  Spain,  in  the  name  of 
the  pope  and  prelates  of  England.  They  were  to 
have  two  thoufand  lances  and  ibur  thoufand  archers, 
and  one  half  of  the  money  which  had  been  raifedj 
but  they  were  not  to  leave  England  fo  foon  as  the 
army  under  the  command  of  the  bifliop  of  Nor- 
wich, becaufe  this  lad  was  to  march  to  Calais  and 
enter  France.  They  were  uncertain  how  far  in 
that  country  they  could  advance,  and  whether  the 
king  of  France  would  meet  them  in  force  to  give 
them  battle. 

There  was  another  circumftance  adverfe  to  the 
duke  of  Lancaller,  who  had  great  expeftations 
from  his  intended  expedition :  the  common  people 
of  England  inclined  in  general  to  follow  the  bifliop 
of  Norwich  in  preference  to  him :  for  a  confider- 
able  time  he  had  not  been  popular  with  them  :  be- 
fides,  France  was  much  nearer  than  Spain.  Some 
fald  privately,  that  the  duke  of  Lancafler,  more 
through  avarice  and  a  defire  to  partake  of  the 
large  fums  which  had  been  collecled  from  the 
church  and  from  the  alms  of  good  men  than 
through  devotion,  had  planned  this  expedition ; 
but  that  the  bifliop  of  Norwich  reprefented  the 
pope,  and  had  been  appointed  by  him  to  the  com- 
iuand,  for  which  reafon  the  greater  part  of  the 
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people,  as  well  as  the  king,  had  greater  faith  in 
him. 

There  were  in  the  pay  of  the  church,  and  under 
the  command  of  this  biihop  of  Norwich,  feveral  good 
knights  of  England  and  Gafcony,  fuch  as  the  lord 
de   Beaumont,  fir  Hugh    Calverley,   fir  Thomas 
Trivet,  fir  William  Helmon,  fir  John  Ferrers,  fir 
Hugh    Spenfer   nephew  of  the  bifiiop,  being  his 
brother's  fon,  fir  William  Fermiton,  fir  Matthew 
Redman,  governor  of  Berwick,  the  lord  de  Chi- 
teauneuf  and   his  brother  fir  John  de  Chateau- 
neuf,  Raymond  Maifon,  William  de  Pau,  Gariot 
Vighier,  John  de  Cachitan,  with  many  others  :  in 
the  whole,  about  live  hundred  lances  and  fifteen 
hundred  other  men ;  but  there  were  multitudes  of 
priefls,  becaufe  it  was  an  affair  of  the  church  and 
had  been  let  on  foot  by  the  pope. 

The  men  at  arms  were  punctual  in  laying  ia 
their  ilores,  and  the  king  gave  them  a  paffage  from 
Dover  and  Sandwich.  Their  purveyances  were  at 
thofe  places  about  Eafler ;  and  all  who  were  de- 
firous  of  going  on  this  expedition,  which  was  a 
fort  of  croifade,  marched  thither  in  fmall  bodies. 

Before  the  biihop  and  the  captains  embarked, 
but  particuarly  fir  Hugh  Calverley,  fir  Thomas 
Trivet  and  fir  William  Helmon,  they  were  fum- 
moned  to  attend  the  king's  council,  where  they 
folemnly  fwore,  in  the  prefence  of  the  king,  to  ful- 
fil the  objeft  of  the  expedition,  and  that  they 
would  never  make  war  on,  or  harafs  any  country 
or  men  who  acknowledged  pope  Urban,  but  only 
thofe  who  were  under  the  obedience  of  Clement. 

After 


After  they  had  taken  this  oath,  the  king,  hy 
advice  of  his  council,  addrefled  them,  faying, — 
*  Bifliop,  and  you,  Thomas  and  William,  when 
you  Ihall  have  arrived  at  Calais,  you  will  remain 
there  for  a  month  or  thereabouts,  in  which  time 
1  will  fend  you  a  good  marfhal  and  valiant  man, 
lir  William  Beauchamp  ;  for  I  have  difpatched 
meffengers  to  him  on  the  borders  of  Scotland, 
where  he  at  prefent  is  holding  conferences  on  our 
part  with  the  Scots,  for  the  truce  between  us 
and  Scotland  will  expire  on  St.  John's  day.  Oa 
his  return,  you  fliall  have  hini  witho.ut  fail  in 
your  company  :  therefore  wait  for  him,  for  he 
will  be  of  great  ufe  to  you  by  his  good  fenfe  and 
advice.' 

The  bilhcp  of  Ncrvach  and  the  above-named 
knights  affented  to  this  propofal,  and  quitted  the 
king  :  they  went  to  Dover,  where  they  embarked, 
and  arrived  at  Calais  the  23d  of  April  1383.  Sir 
John  Delvernes  was  at  that  time  governor  of 
Calais,  who  received  the  bifhop  and  his  com- 
panions with  much  pleafure.  -  They  difembarked, 
a  few  at  a  time,  with  their  horfes  and  armour  ; 
and  thofe  who  had  the  opportunity  of  doing  fo, 
lodged  themfelves  in  the  town,  the  reft  abided  in 
huts  which  they  erecled  in  the  neighbourhood, 
and  continued  thus  until  the  4th  day  of  May,  ex- 
pecling  their  marfiial,  fir  William  Beauchamp, 
who,  however,  did  not  arrive. 

The  bifliop  of  Norwich,  young  and  eager,  and 
wilhing  to  bear  arms,  having  never  done  fo  but 
in  Lombardy  with  his   brother,   finding   himfelf 
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at  Calais,  and  at  the  head  of  fo  fine  a  body  of  men 
at  arms,  faid  to  his  companions,  *  For  what  pur- 
pofe,  my  good  firs,  are  we  thus  waiting  here  fo 
long  ?  Sir  William  Beauchamp  will  never  arrive, 
and  the  king  and  his  uncles  have  totally  forgotten 
us.  Let  us  perform  fome  deeds  of  arms,  fmce 
we  have  been  ordered  fo  to  do,  and  loyally  em- 
ploy the  money  of  the  church,  fiace  we  are  living, 
upon  It,  and  make  conquefls  on  our  enemies.' 

'  It  is  well  fpoken/  replied  thofe  who  heard  him. 
'  Give  notice  to  our  raen,  that  in  three  davs  we 
Ihall  make  an  excurfion,  and  let  us  determmc  to 
what  part  we  Ihall  march.  We  cannot  iiiue  out  of 
the  gates  of  Calais  without  entering  an  enemy's 
country  ;  for  France  furrounds  us  on  all  fides,  as 
well  towards  Flanders  as  towards  Boulogne  and 
St.  Omer  :  Flanders  is  now  a  conquered  country, 
by  the  power  of  the  king  of  Fr?nce.  Confidering 
all  things,  we  cannot  do  a  more  honourable  ex- 
ploit than  to  reconquer  it ;  for  the  earl  of  Flanders 
has  done  great  injuftice  to  our  countrymen,  whom, 
without  any  apparent  reafon,  he  has  banifned  from 
Bruges  and  Flanders.  Two  years  ago,  he  would 
not  willingly  have  done  fo  ;  but  at  this  moment 
he  mud  obey  the  orders  and  good  pleafure  of  the 
king  of  France.'  '  On  which  account,*  faid  the 
biihop  of  Norwich,  '  if  I  may  be  believed,  the 
iirft  expedition  we  undertake  fhould  be  to  Flanders/ 

'  You  fliall  be  believed  heardly,'  replied  fir 
Thomas  Trivet  and  fir  William  Helmon :  '  give 
orders  for  this,  and  let  us  march  thither  in  three 
4ays5  for  it  will  be  on  enemy's  ground.' 

This 
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This,  was  adopted  by  all  in  the  council,  an(?, 
they  gave  notice  of  it  to  the  reft  of  the  army. 


CHAP.  Llil. 

THE   BISHOP     OF     NORWICH,     CO-M.MANDER    OF    THE 
URBANISTS,     ENTERS      FLANDERS     CONTRARY      TO 

THE     OPINION     OF     SIR    HUGH    CALVERLEY. THE 

EARL     OF     FLANDER;:^      SENDS     AMBASSADORS     TO 
THE    BISHOP,    WHO    RETURNS    A    HARSH    ANSWER. 

QIR  Hugh  Calverley  was  not  prefent  at  this 
council,  having  gone  to  fee  a  coufm  called  fir 
John  Droicton*,  who  was  governor  of  Guines, 
and  had  remained  there  all  that  day,  intending 
to  return  on  the  following,  which  he  did.  The 
bifl:iop  fent  for  him  to  the  caftle,  where  he  was 
lodged,  as  were  the  others,  becaufe  fir  Hugh  had 
been  longer  accuftomed  to  arms  and  had  feen 
more  than  they  had  done.  The  knights  had  told 
the  bifhop  that  they  wifhed  to  have  fir  Hugh's 
opinion  before  they  undertook  any  thing.  The 
bifhop  related  to  fir  Hugh,  in  their  prefence,  the 
converfation  which  had  pafTed,  and  demanded  his 
advice  on  it.  Sir  Hugh  thus  replied  to  the  bilhop ; 
'  Sir,  you  know  on  what  terms  we  have  left 
England:  our  expedition  has  nothing  to  do  with 
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what  concerns  the  wars  of  kings,  but  is  foiely 
pointed  againil  the  Clementifls.  We  are  the 
Ibldiers  of  pope  Urban,  who  has  given  us  ab- 
folution  from  all  faults,  if  we  deftroy  the  Cle« 
mentifts.  Should  we  march  into  Flanders,  not- 
withflanding  that  country  may  now  appertain  to 
the  king  of  France  and  duke  of  Burgundy,  we 
fhall  forfeit  our  engagement;  for  I  underiland, 
that  the  earl  of  Flanders  and  all  the  Fiemines  are 
as  good  Urbanifts  as  ourfelves ;  befides,  we  have 
not  a  fufEcient  army  to  enter  Flanders,  for  they 
are  prepared  and  accuflomed  to  war,  having 
had  nothing  elfe  to  do  for  thefe  laft  four  yearso 
They  are  a  numerous  people,  and  it  will  be  dif- 
ficult to  march  through  fo  ftrong  a  country. 
But  if  you  be  determined  on  an  expedition,  let 
us  march  into  France,  there  we  Hiall  find  our 
enemies.  The  king,  our  lord,  is  now  at  open 
war  with  them,  and  the  French  are  all  Clementifts, 
holding  a  contrary  faith  to  us  and  to  our  pope. 
We  ought  to  wait  for  our  marfiial,  fir  William 
Beauchamp,  who  cannot  fail  to  arrive  foon  v/ith 
large  reinforcements ;  and  the  laft  word  the  king 
faid  to  us  was,  that  he  would  fend  him.  I  there- 
fore advife,  fince  you  are  refolved  on  an  expedition, 
that  v\^e  march  towards  Aire  or  Montrieul :  none 
will  venture,  as  yet,  to  oppofe  us,  and  we  fliall  add 
to  our  numbers  by  the  Flemings  who,  having  loft 
their  all,  will  come  and  join  us  in  the  hopes  of 
gain.  They  have  ftill  rankling  in  their  minds  the 
misfortunes  the  French  brought  oa  them  by  the 
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flaughter  of  their  fathers,  fons  and  friends  In  theif 
wars.* 

Scarcely  had  fir  Hugh  done  fpeaking,  when  the 
bifliop,  in  a  rage,  hot  and  impetuous  as  he  was, 
replied  :  '  Yes,  yes,  fir  Hugh  :  you  have  learnt 
fo  long  CO  fight  in  France,  that  you  know  not  how 
to  fight  elfewhcre.  Now,  can  we  any  where 
make  an  excurfion  with  more  advantage  to  our- 
felves  than  towards  the  fea,  by  Bourbourg,  Dun- 
kirk, Nieuport,  and  thence  to  the  dependencies  of 
Caflel,  Bergues,  Ypres  and  Poperingue.  In  the 
country  I  have  named,  according  to  the  in- 
formations I  have  received  from  citizens  of  Ghent 
who  are  with  us,  they  have  never  been  harafl'ed  by 
the  war ;  we  will  therefore  go  thither  to  refrefli 
ourfelves,  and  wait  for  the  arrival  of  fir  William 
Beauchamp,  if  he  intend  coming,  but  as  yet  we 
have  not  had  any  intelligence  of  him.* 

Sir  Hugh  Calverley,  feeing  himfelf  thus  re- 
buffed by  the  bifhop,  who  was  of  high  birth  and 
his  commander,  notwithfiandlng  he  was  a  valiant 
knight,  made  no  reply,  and  the  rather  becaufe  he 
had  not  any  fupport  from  fir  Thomas  Trivet,  nor 
from  fir  William  Helmon  :  he  therefore  left  the 
place,  faying  ;  '  By  God,  fir,  if  you  make  an 
excurfion,  fir  Hugh  Calverley  will  accompany 
you,  and  you  fliall  take  neither  road  nor  march 

'    but  he  will  be  of  the  party.* 

'  I  willingly  believe,'  faid  the  bifliop,  '  that  you 
have  a  great  defire  for  an  excurfion :  therefore 

.    make  yourfelf  ready,  for  we  fliall  march  In  the 
morning.'      In  this  refolution  they  agreed,   and 

thea 
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then  feparated.  Orders  were  fent  to  all  tlie  quar- 
ters in  and  round  Calais,  that  every  one  might 
be  prepared  for  the  expedition  in  the  morn;ng. 
When  morning  came,  the  trumpets  founded,  and 
all  marched  off,  taking  the  road  towards  Grave- 
lines.  Ihey  were,  according  to  a  mufter  made, 
three  thoufand  armed  heads.  I'hey  continued 
their  march  until  they  came  to  the  port  of  Grave- 
lines  ;  but  it  was  at  the  time  of  ebb,  they  there- 
fore palTed  by  the  port,  and  attacked  and  pillaged 
a  monaftery  which  the  townfmen  had  fortitied. 
The  town  could  not  hold  out  long,  for  it  v^as  only 
inclofed  by  palifadoes,  and  the  inhabitants  were 
feamen.  If  there  had  been  any  gentlemen  in  the 
town  it  would  have  held  out  longer  than  it  did. 
Neither  had  the  country  any  notice  of  this  war, 
Tior  did  they  any  way  fufpedl  the  Englifh  of 
thus  attacking  them.  The  Englifh  therefore  con- 
quered the  town  of  Gravelines  by  ilorm  ;  and, 
having  entered  it,  advanced  towards  the  monaftery, 
whidier  thefe  good  people  had  retreated,  carrying 
with  them  their  wives,  children  and  fortunes, 
which  they  placed  therein,  depending  on  the 
ft rength  of  the  walls.  1  hey  had  made  deep 
ditches  all  round  this  flrong  place,  fo  that  the 
jEngliili  could  not  immediately  van  it,  but  re- 
mained two  days  in  the  town  before  they  took  it. 
In  the  end,  they  conquered,  and  flew  thofe  who 
defended  it,  doing  with  the  remainder  according 
to  their  pleafure. 

Thus  were  they  lords  and  mafters  of  Gravelines, 
where  the  whole  army  was  quartered,  and  found 
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plenty  of  provlfion.  The  country  began  to  take 
alarm  on  hearing  the  Englifli  were  in  pofTeffion  of 
Gravelines ;  and  thofe  of  the  low  countries  Weltered 
themfelves  in  the  fortrefles,  fending  their  wives 
and  children  to  Bergues,  Bourbourg  and  St.  Onier. 

The  earl  of  Flanders  heard  at  Liile  where  he 
refided,  that  the  Englifh  had  made  war  ot'.  his 
country^  and  had  taken  Gravelines.  He  began  to 
have  fufpicicns  of  them,  as  well  as  of  Bruges  and 
its  dependencies.  Summoning  his  council,  he 
faid  to  them  ;  '  I  am  very  much  aftoniihed  that 
the  Englifli  fliould  overrun  my  country,  and  take 
my  towns  without  giving  me  any  notice  of  it;  and 
that,  without  fending  me  any  defiance,  they  fliouId 
have  entered  my  territories.'  '  Indeed,  my  lord,' 
fome  of  them  replied,  'you  have  caufe  to  wonder  ; 
but  one  may  fuppofe  they  confider  Flanders  as 
belonging  to  France,  fince  the  king  had  advanced 
fo  far  into  it  that  the  country  furrendered  to  him.' 
*  Well,  what  had  we  bell  do  ?*  afked  the  earl. 
'  It  will  be  right,*  replied  his  council ;  *  that  fr 
John  de  Villain,  and  fn-  John  du  Moulin,  who 
are  here,  and  have  penfions  from  the  king  of 
England,  fliould  go  in  your  name  to  England  to 
fpeak  with  the  king,  and  report  to  him  a  detail  of 
this  affair,  and  demand,  in  your  name^  for  what 
purpofe  he  thus  makes  war  on  you.  I  believe, 
that  when  he  fliall  have  heard  your  ambalTadors, 
he  will  be  angered  at  thofe  who  have  thus  haraifed 
your  country,  and  recal  them  thence  with  much 
blame.' 

'  This  is  very  well,'  faid  the  earl,  '  but  during 
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the  time  our  knights  are  going  to  England,  thofe 
at  Gravelines  (and  who  will  (lop  them  ?)  may  do 
great  damage  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Franconate.' 
The  earl  was  thus  anfwered  ;  '  It  is  neceffary  fome 
parley  fliould  be  held  with  them,  as  well  to  obtain 
paflports  for  Calais  and  England  as  to  know  what 
it  is  they  want ;  and  fir  John  Villain  and  fir  John 
du  Moulin  are  fuch  difcreet  perfons,  that  they 
will  manage  to  reftore  peace  to  the  country.'  '  I 
confent  to  this,'  replied  the  earl. 

The  two  knights  received  their  inftruftions  from 
the  earl  and  his  council,  in  regard  to  the  parley 
with  the  bifliop  of  Norwich  as  well  as  refpeding 
their  inifTion  and  what  they  were  to  fay  to  the 
king  of  England  and  his  uncles.  Whilft  thefe 
knights  were  preparing  to  fet  out  for  Gravelines 
to  the  bifhop  of  Norwich,  all  the  country  rofe  in 
the  environs  of  Bourbourg,  Bergues,  CalTel,  Po- 
peringue.  Fumes,  Nieuport  and  other  towns,  and 
advancing  to  Dunkirk,  entered  that  town,  de- 
claring that  they  would  in  a  fhort  time  march  out 
to  guard  the  frontiers  and  fight  the  Englifii.  Thefe 
Flemings  had  for  leader  a  knight  called  fir  Joha 
Sporequin,  who  was  governor  or  regent  of  the 
territories  of  madame  de  Bar,  which  are  fituated 
on  this  frontier,  and  extend  to  the  gates  of  Ypres. 

Sir  John  Sporequin  was  ignorant  of  the  earl's 
intentions  of  fending  to  England :  the  haze  de 
Flandres  had  come  to  him  with  thirty  lances,  and 
faid  that  the  earl  was  at  Lille  ;  but  that  he  knew 
nothing  more  ;  and  that  he  w^as  about  to  marry 
his  fifter  there  with  the  lord  Delbauurin. 
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'I'hefe  two  knights  took  great  pains  to  fiir  up 
the  country  and  to  colled  all  men  of  courage  :  they 
amounted  at  laft  to  twelve  thoufand  men,  armed 
with  pikes,  ftaves,  coats  of  mail,  jackets,  iron  caps 
and  helmets,  and  all  of  them  were,  for  the  greater 
part,  as  I  was  informed,  valTals  of  madame  de  Bar 
refiding  between  Gravelines  and  Dunkirk. 

Three  leagues  off,  and  near  the  road,  is  Mar- 
dyke,  a  large  village  quite  open  on  the  fea-fiiore, 
•whither  the  Englifh  advanced  ;  and  at  times  there 
were  fkinnifhes. 

Sir  John  Villain  and  fir  John  du  Moulin  arrived 
at  Gravelines  w-Ith  a  paiTport,  for  which  they  had 
waited  at  Bourbourg,  where  one  of  their  heralds, 
brought  it.  On  their  arrival  at  Gravelines,  and 
foon  after  they  had  difmounted,  they  waited  on 
the  bifliop  of  Norwich,  who  outwardly  gave  them 
a  handfome  reception  and  good  entertainment. 
He  had  that  day  at  dinner  all  the  barons  of  his 
army ;  for  he  well  knew  that  the  knights  of  the 
earl  of  Flanders  were  coming,  and  therefore  wiflied 
they  might  meet  with  them  all  together. 

The  knights  opened  their  bufmefs,  and  faid  to 
the  bifliop, — '  Sir,  we  are  fent  hither  by  my  lord 
of  Flanders.'     '  What  lord  ?'  faid  the  bifliop. 

'  The  earl  of  Flanders,  fir :  Flanders  has  no 
other  lord.* 

*  By  my  God,'  replied  the  bifliop,  '  we  con- 
fider  It  as  belonging  to  the  king  of  France  or  to 
the  duke  of  Burgundy,  our  enemies,  for  by  force 
of  arms  have  they  juft  conquered  it.* 

*  Under   refped  to  your  grace,'  anfwered  the 
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knights,  '  the  territory  was  loyally  remitted  at 
Tournay  into  the  hands  and  government  of  my 
lord  the  earl  of  Flanders,  who  has  fent  us  hither 
to  entreat  of  you  to  grant  'us,  who  are  attached 
by  faith  and  penfion  to  the  king  of  England  your 
lord,  palTports  to  go  to  England,  to  the  king,  to 
know  his  reafons  for  making  war  on  my  lord  the 
earl  of  Flanders  and  his  country  without  fending 
him  any  defiance.' 

The  bifliop  replied,  he  would  conlider  of  It, 
and  they  fliould  have  his  anfwer  to-morrow  morn- 
ing. They  could  not  obtain  more  at  this  moment, 
and  retired  to  their  houfes,  leaving  the  Engllfh  in 
council,  who  refolved  as  I  Ihall  tell  you. 

Having  fully  weighed  every  circumftance,  and 
the  enterprlfe  they  had  undertaken,  they  refolved 
not  to  grant  paffports  to  the  two  knights  to  go  to 
England,  for  the  journey  was  long,  and,  while 
they  were  going  and  returning,  the  whole  country 
would  be  fecured  and  greatly  ftrengthened  j  for 
the  earl,  who  was  a  fubtle  charader,  might  inform 
the  king  of  France  and  duke  of  Bungundy  of  his 
fituatlon,  by  whofe  means  fo  large  a  force  might, 
in  a  few  days,  come  upon  them,  that  they  would 
be  unable  to  refill  It.  Having  formed  this  refolu- 
tion,  as  to  the  anfwer  they  would  give  in  the 
morning  to  the  knights  from  Flanders,  fir  Hugh 
Calverley  was  called  upon  for  his  opinion,  wllo 
faid  to  the  bifliop ;  '  Sir,  you  are  our  commander: 
you  will  tell  them  that  we  are  on  the  territories  of 
the  duchefs  of  Bar,  who  is  a  Clementift ;  tiut 
you   make  war  for  Urban  and  for  no  one  elfe ; 
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and  that  if  the  people  of  this  country,  with  the 
churches  and  inonafleries,  will  be  good  Urbanifts, 
and  march  with  you  through  the  country,  your 
men  fhall  peaceably  pafs,  paying  for  whatever 
they  may  want :  but  in  refped  to  granting  them 
paflports  to  go  to  England,  you  will  do  no  fuch 
thing ;  for  our  war  does  not  regard  either  the 
king  of  France,  or  the  king  of  England,  but 
folely  pope  Urban,  whofe  foldiers  we  are.  It 
feems  to  me  that  fuch  an  anfwer  ought  to  fatisfy 
them.' 

All  prefent  aflented  to  it,  and  particularly  the 
biihop,  who  had  no  other  care,  whatever  might 
be  faid  or  done,  but  to  fight  and  carry  on  the 
war.  Thus  was  this  bufmefs  arranged  for  the 
night.  On  the  morrow  after  mafs,  the  two  knights, 
defirous  of  having  their  anfwer,  went  to  the  lodg- 
ings of  the  bifhop,  and  waited  until  he  came  out 
to  hear  mafs,  when  they  placed  themfelves  before 
him.  Outwardly  he  feemed  glad  to  fee  them,  and 
converfed  with  them  on  different  topics  to  delay 
the  time  until  his  knights  fhould  come.  On  their 
arrival,  the  bifhop  faid, — '  My  fair  gentlemen,  you 
are  come  for  an  anfwer,  and  you  (hall  have  one. 
With  regard  to  the  requeft  you  made  to  us  from 
the  earl  of  Flanders,  I  inform  you,  you  may  re- 
turn when  you  pleafe  to  the  earl ;  but  as  to  Calais 
or  England,  you  will  go  at  your  perils,  for  I  Viill 
not  give  you  any  paffport.  I  am  not  king  of 
England,  nor  commiilioned  to  do  fo.  I  am  the 
fcl  Her  of  pope  Urban,  and  all  thofe  who  are  with 
me  are  fo   likcwife,  having  taken  his  money   to 
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ferve  him.  We  are  at  this  moment  on  the  ter- 
ritories of  the  duchefs  of  Bar,  who  is  a  Clementifl:. 
If  the  people  of  this  country  hold  that  opinion, 
we  make  war  on  them.  If  they  will  follow  us, 
they  fhall  have  their  fhare  of  the  abfolutions ;  for 
Urban,  who  is  our  pope,  and  for  whom  we  march,, 
abfolves  from  all  crimes  thofe  who  fliall  aid  in  the 
deftrudion  of  the  Clementifls. 

When  the  two  knights  heard  this  fpeech',  fir 
John  Villain  faid ;  '  Sir,  with  refpedt  to  what  con- 
cerns the  pope,  I  believe  you  have  never  heard  but 
that  my  lord  of  Flanders  is  a  good  Urbanifl,  yoa 
have  therefore  been  badly  advifed  if  you  make 
war  on  him  or  on  his  country :  and  I  do  not 
believe  that  the  king  of  England  has  given  you 
fuch  extenfive  orders ;  for  if  fuch  had  been  his 
intentions,  he  is  fo  noble  and  confiderate,  he  would 
firfl  have  fent  him  a  defiance.* 

This  anfwer  enraged  the  bifhop,  who  faid ;  '  Go 
and  tell  your  earl,  he  fhall  not  have  any  other 
anfwer.  And  if  he  wifhes  to  fend  you  or  any 
others  to  England,  to  learn  more  particularly  the 
king's  intentions,  let  him  look  to  it ;  for  thofe  he 
fends  mud  take  another  road  than  this,  and  they 
fhall  not  crofs  at  Calais.' 

When  the  knights  found  they  could  not  have 
any  other  anfwer,  they  took  their  leave  and  de- 
parted. They  returned  to  their  lodgings  to  dinner ; 
and  then,  mounting  their  horfes,  went  that  day  to 
St.  Omer. 
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CHAP.   LIV. 

THE  BISHOP  OF  NORWICH  MARCHES  TOWARDS 
DUNKIRK. — rllE  DEFEATS  TWELVE  THOUSAND 
FLEMINGS    AND    TAKES    THE    TOWN. 

T^HE  fame  day  that  the  knights  of  Flanders  had 
departed,  news  was  brought  to  the  bifhop 
and  the  Enghfh,  that  there  were  at  Dunkirk  and 
in  its  neighbourhood,  upwards  of  twelve  thoufand 
men  armed,  and  that  the  baflard  of  Flanders  com- 
manded them,  but  that  there  were  other  knights 
and  fquires  who  alfo  advifed  them.  That  they  had 
fkirmiflied  with  their  men  at  Mardyke,  and  had 
repulfed  and  killed  one  hundred. 

The  bifhop  faid ;  *  Now  obferve  the  condud  of 
the  earl  of  Flanders :  he  affects  to  do  nothing,  and 
yet  he  is  at  the  bottom  of  all :  he  wants  to  nego- 
tiate fword  in  hand.  I  am  reiolved  to  march  to- 
morrow towards  Dunkirk,  and  fee  what  fort  of 
men  thefe  are.' 

This  propofal  met  univerfal  approbation,  and 
notice  was  fent  of  it  through  Gravelines.  'J  his 
day  two  knights  joined  the  army,  one  from  Calais, 
the  other  from  Guines,  with  about  thirty  lances 
and  fixty  archers.  Thefe  knights  were  called  fir 
Nicholas  Cliton*  and  fir  John  Draflonf,  governor 
pf  Guines, 

*  Cliton.  Q.  if  not  Clinton,        +  Dradlon,  Q.  if  not  Drayton. 
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On  the  enfuing  morning,  every  one  was  ready 
for  the  march.  They  took  the  field,  amounting 
in  number  to  more  than  fix  hundred  hmces  and 
fifteen  hundred  archers.  They  advanced  towards 
Mardyke  and  Dunkirk  ;  and  the  bifhop  of  Nor- 
wich had  the  arms  of  the  church  borne  before 
him,  the  banner  of  St.  Peter,  gules  with  two  keys 
en  fautoir,  as  being  gonfalonnier  of  pope  Urban. 
His  pennon  had  his  own  arms,  which  were  argent 
quartered  with  azure,  with  a  fret  or,  on  a  field 
azure,  and  a  baton  gules  on  a  field  argent ;  and, 
becaufe  he  was  a  younger  brother  of  the  De- 
fpenfers,  his  arms  were  charged  with  a  bordure 
gules.  Sir  Hugh  Defpenfer,  his  nephew,  was  there 
with  his  pennon,  and  the  lord  de  Beaumont,  fir 
Thomas  Trivet,  fir  William  Helmon  and  fir  Hugh 
Calverley,  had  both  banner  and  pennon.  Sir 
William  Drayton,  fir  John  Drayton  his  brother, 
fir  Matthew  d'Adremon,  fir  John  Ferrers,  fir  Wil- 
liam Frenenton*,  and  fir  John  de  Neufchaiiel,  Gaf- 
con,  had  only  pennons. 

Thefe  men  at  arms  came  to  Mardyke,  where 
they  refrefhed  chemfelves,  and,  having  drank  a 
cup,  continued  their  march  towards  Dunkirk. 
The  Flemings  who  were  in  the  town  heard  that 
the  Englifn  were  marching  in  order  of  battle  to 
combat  them.  Upon  this,  they  refolved  to  take 
the  field,  and  draw  up  in  battle-array  to  defend 
themfelves  if  there  fliould  be  any  occafion,  for  it 
w  ould  not  be  for  their  advantage  to  fnut  themfelves 

*  Frentnton.     Q,  Farringdon,  or  Frampton. 
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up  in  the  town.  They  inflantly  executed  this  re- 
folutlon,  and  all  who  were  in  Dunkirk  armed  and 
marched  into  the  fields,  where  they  drew  up  in 
good  array  on  a  hill,  and  muflered  upwards  of 
twelve  thoufand  men. 

The  Enojlifh  were  now  advanced  near  to  Dun- 
kirk,  when,  on  looking  towards  the  rifing  grounds 
on  the  right,  in  the  direction  of  Bourbourg,  and 
near  the  fea-Oiore,  they  faw  the  Flemings  formed 
in  a  large  and  well-arranged  battalion.  On  this 
they  halted,  for  they  thought,  from  the  manner  in 
which  the  Flemings  had  drawn  themfelves  up,  that 
they  had  an  intention  of  fighting.  The  principal 
captains  aifembled  to  confider  how  they  fhould 
now  aft,  and  many  words  paifed,  for  fome,  an4 
efpecially  the  bifhop,  wiflied  to  march  inflantly  to 
the  combat ;  but  others,  fuch  as  the  lord  de  Beau- 
mont and  fir  Hugh  Calverley  were  of  a  contrary 
opinion,  and  affigned  as  their  reafon,  that  the 
Flemings  had  never  done  them  any  wrong  j  and 
that,  in  truth,  they  had  never  fent  any  declaration 
of  war  to  the  earl  of  Flanders,  though  they  had 
entered  his  country.  '  We  do  not  make  war  in  a 
gallant  manner,  but  like  a  mob,  that  whoever  can, 
may  pillage.  The  whole  country  where  we  are  is 
Urbanift,  and  follows  the  fame  opinion  as  our- 
felves  :  now,  confider  vv^hat  juft  caufe  have  we  for 
attacking  them..'  The  bifhop  anfwered  ;  '  How  do 
we  know  whether  they  are  Urbanifls  or  not  ?'  '  In 
God's  name,'  faid  fir  Hugh  Caverley^  '  let  us  fend 
a  herald  to  them  to  know  why  they-«re  thus  drawn 
yp  in  battle-array,  and  what  they  want ;  and  let 
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them  be  alked  which  pope  they  obey,  if  they  an- 
fvver,  pope  Urban,  you  will  require  of  them,  by 
virtue  of  the  bull  we  have  with  us,  that  they  ac- 
company us  to  St.  Omer,  Aire,  Arras,  or  whither- 
foever  we  may  wifh  to  lead  them.  When  they 
fliall  have  had  thefe  queflions  put  to  them,  we 
fhall  know  their  intentions,  and  may  then  call  a 
council.* 

This  propofal  was  adopted,  and  a  herald  called, 
whofe  name  was  Montfort,  and  attached  to  the 
duke  of  Brittany.     He  was  ordered  by  thefe  lords 
to  ride  to  the  Flemings,  and  told  what  he  was  to 
fay  and  how  to  a£l  when  among  them.     He  obeyed 
their  commands,  and,  clothed  in  his  proper  coat 
of  arms,  without  fufpe£ling  any   accident,  made 
for  the  Flemings,  who  were  drawn  up  in  handfome 
order  of  battle.     He  wllhed  to  addrefs  himfelf  to 
fome  knights ;  but  he  could  not,  for  as  foon  as  the 
Flemings  faw  him,  without  ever  alking  what  was 
his  bufmefs,  or  making  any  inquiries,  they  fur- 
rounded  him  and  flew  him  like  ignorant  people, 
nor  could  thofe  gentlemen  who  were  there  fave 
him.     The  EngUfh,  on  feeing  this  aftion,  for  they 
kept  their  eyes  on  them,  were  mad  :  as  were  alfo 
the  citizens  of  Ghent  who  accompanied  them  and 
were  eager  to  urge  them  on,  hoping  that  by  thefe 
means  new  troubles  would  fall  on  Flanders. 

The  Engli'h  faid, — *  This  mob  has  murdered  our 
herald  :  they  fliall  dearly  pay  for  it,  or  we  will  all 
die  on  the  fpot.'  The  archers  were  ordered  to  ad- 
vance on  the  Flemings.  A  citizen  of  Bruges  or 
Ghent  was  made  a  knight^  and  fiiortly  the  battle 
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began  brlfkly  ;  for,  to  fay  the  truth,  the  Flernings 
defended  themfelves  very  well,  but  the  archers 
wounded  or  beat  down  many,  when  the  men  at 
arms  broke  through  them,  and  with  their  pointed 
fpears  killed  multitudes  on  their  firll  charge.  In 
fhort,  the  Englifh  won  the  day,  and  the  Flemings 
were  defeated.  They  thought  to  keep  together  in 
a  body  and  enter  Dunkirk  j  but  the  Englifli  fol- 
lowed them  clofely  and  kept  up  the  engagement 
fo  warmly  that  they  entered  the  town  with  them. 
Numbers  were  llain  in  the  ftreets  or  on  the  fliore, 
though  they  there  gained  fome  advantage,  for  the 
Engliili  loft  four  hundred  at  leaft. 

As  the  Englifh  purfued,  the  Flemings  retired  : 
many  detached  parties  fought,  in  which  feveral 
knights  and  fquires  from  Flanders  were  flain ; 
fcarcely  any  efcaped  death  or  captivity.  Thus  did 
this  affair  end  :  there  were  full  nine  thoufand  Flem- 
ings killed  at  this  battle  of  Dunkirk. 

The  day  this  battle  had  taken  place,  fir  John 
Villain  and  fir  John  du  Moulin  had  returned  to 
the  earl  of  Flanders  at  Lille,  and  had  repeated  to 
the  earl  all  they  had  feen  and  heard  from  the  Eng- 
lifh. The  earl  was  very  melancholy  on  the  fub- 
jed,  not  knowing  how  to  ad :  he  was  flill  more 
fo,  and  with  greater  reafon,  when  he  heard  the 
news  of  the  flaughter  and  defeat  of  his  men  at 
Dunkirk. 

Fie  bore  it  with  tolerable  patience,  and  com- 
forted himfelf  as  well  as  he  could,  by  faying, — 
*  Well,  if  we  have  loft  this  time,  at  another, 
pleafe  God,  we  Ihall  win.'     He  inftantly  difpatched 

a  nief- 
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a  meflenger  to  the  duke  of  Burgundy,  who  was 
with  the  king  of  France,  with  private  letters,  to 
give  him  information  of  this  event,  and  for  hira 
to  confider  of  it  ;  for  he  conckided  that  fmce  the 
Englifli  had  thus  entered  Flanders  and  killed  his  fub- 
jeds,  they  would  not  reft  there,  but  would  advance 
further  into  the  country  and  do  more  miichief. 

The  duke  of  Burgundy,  on  receiving  this  intel- 
ligence, fent  knights  and  fquires  to  garrifon  St. 
Omer,  Aire,  St.  Venant,  Bailleul,  Bergues,  Caf- 
fel,  and  all  the  ftrong  places  on  the  frontiers  of 
Flanders,  and  to  guard  the  entrance  of  Arcois, 

We  will  return  to  the  Englilh,  and  fay  how  they 
profpered. 


CHAP.  LV. 

THE  ENGLISH,  UNDER  THE  COMMAND  OF  THE  BISHOP 
OF  NORWICH,  HAVING  CONQUERED  ALL  THE 
COAST  FROM  GRAVELINES  TO  SLUYS,  LAY  SIEGE 
TO    YPRES. 

A  FTER  the  defeat  near  Dunkirk  and  the  con- 
queft  of  that  town,  the  Englilh  were  fwoilea 
with  pride,  and  thought  all  Flanders  was  their  own. 
To  fay  the  truth,  had  they  marched  direSiy  to 
Bruges,  many  who  v^^ere  well  acquainted  with  the 
flate  of  that  town,  fay  it  would  have  furrendercd 
fo  them :  but  they  a(^ed  otherwife  j  for  they  had 

determined 
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determined  to  march  to  Bourboiirg,  to  take  that, 
town,  and  then  to  advance  ta  Aire  and  CalTel, 
conquering  the  whole  country  fo  as  to  leave  no 
enemy  in  their  rear,  and  then  to  lay  fiege  to  Ypres. 
They  imagined  the  town  of  Ypres  vi^ould  furrender 
on  feeing  that  the  country  was  conquered. 

The  Englifh  left  Dunkirk,  after  having  done 
their  pleafure  with  it,  and  marched  for  Bourbourg  ; 
the  inhabitants  of  which  place, being  much  alarmed, 
no  fooner  faw  them  coming  than  they  inftantly 
furrendered,  on  having  their  lives  and  fortunes 
fpared.  The  Englifh  entered  the  place  with  great 
joy ;  for  they  faid  they  would  there  eflablifh  a 
handfome  garrifon,  to  make  war  on  St.  Omer  an4 
the  adjacent  frontiers. 

After  this,  they  gained  the  caftle  of  Dixmude  : 
but  it  was  three  days  before  they  took  it  by  ftorm, 
and  the  garrifon  of  two  hundred  men  were  flain. 
The  Englifh  repaired  it,  and  declared  they  would 
keep  it  to  the  utmofl  of  their  power,  garrifoning 
it  again  with  frefh  men  at  arms.  They  continued 
their  march  to  Caflel,  which  they  took,  where 
they  made  a  great  booty,  and  peopled  it  again  with 
their  own  men. 

They  flill  continued  their  march,  faying  that 
they  would  have  a  look  at  Aire  ;  but  many,  well 
acquainted  with  its  fituation,  knew  it  was  not  eafy 
to  be  taken,  and  would  coft  too  much  :  however, 
the  blfliop  of  Norwich  faid,  he  would  have  a  near 
view  of  it. 

At  this  time,  the  governor  of  Aire  was  a  gallant 
knrght  from  Picardy,   called  fir   Robert   de  Be- 

thune. 
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thune,  vlfcount  de  Meaux :  there  were  alfo  with 
him  fir  John  de  Roye,  the  lord  de  Clary,  fir  John 
de  Bethune  his  brother,  the  lord  de  Montigny,  fir 
Ferducas  de  Pont  Saint,  fir  John  de  Chaugny  and 
fir  Florens  his  fon,  with  feveral  more ;  fo  that 
there  were  about  fix  fcore  lances  of  good  men  ac 
arms,  knights  and  fquires. 

When  the  billiop  of  Norwich,  fir  Hugh  Cal- 
verley,  lir  Henry  de  Beaumont,  fir  Thomas  Tri- 
vet, fir  William  Helmon,  fir  Matthew  Redman 
and  the  reft  were  advanced  to  a  place  near  Aire, 
called  the  New  Bitch,  they  formed  themfelves  in 
battle-array,  and  thus  marched  on  in  clofe  order 
with  banners  and  pennons  fluttering  in  the  wind  ; 
for  they  knew  not  what  intentions  the  vifcount  and 
his  companions  might  have. 

The  vifcount  with  his  knights  and  fquires  were 
handfomely  drawn  up  on  the  caufeway  before  the 
barriers  of  Aire,  and  plainly  faw  the  Englilh 
march  befide  them,  on  the  road  to  St.  Venant ; 
but,  as  they  were  not  in  numbers  fulncient  to  bar 
that  paifage,  they  remained  quiet  at  their  pofl  to  de- 
fend themfelves  if  attacked.  The  Engliili  marched 
by,  and  took  up  their  quarters  two  leagues  from 
St.  Venant :  the  governor  of  that  place  was  a 
knight  of  Picardy  called  fir  William  de  Melle,  who 
had  fortified  the  church  of  the  town  to  ferve  as  a 
place  of  retreat  fhould  it  be  neceffary  :  he  found  it 
fo,  for  the  town  was  only  inclofed  by  fmall  palifa- 
does  and  ditches.  The  attack  did  not  laft  long 
before  the  Engliih  entered  it,  when  the  French  re- 
treated,' fome  to  the  caftle,  others  to  the  church. 

Thofe 
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Thofe  in  the  caftle  were  not  attacked ;  for  it  wa§ 
marvelloufly  ftroug,  and  could  not  be  approached 
for  the  deep  and  wide  ditches  which  furrounded  it: 
but  the  church  was  inflantly  affaulted  by  the  Eng- 
liih  on  their  entrance  into  the  town,  for  they  had 
heard  that  the  men  at  arms  had  retreated  thither. 

Sir  William  de  Melle  was  a  good  and  gallant 
knight,  and  would  have  defended  the  church  of 
St.  Venant  valiantly ;  but  the  enghih  archers  had 
furrounded  it,  and  (hot  fo  rapidly  and  with  fuch 
good  aim  that  icarcely  any.  dared  fliew  themfelves 
in  its  defence.  Thofe  who  were  on  the  battle- 
ments were  provided  with  flones,  pieces  of  wood 
and  artillery,  which  they  ufed  with  fuch  fuccefs  as 
to  wound  many;  but  the  attack  was  continued 
with  fo  great  earneflnefs  by  the  Englifl;  that  the 
church  was  taken  by  florm  and  fir  William  in  it, 
who  had  fought  vall^.ntly.  The  others  did  the 
fame ;  and  had  they  entertained  any  hopes  of  be- 
ing fupported,  they  would  have  held  out  longer, 
which  was  the  caufe  that  they  were  thus  eafily 
taken.  Sir  William  de  Melle  was  made  a  pri- 
foner  :  he  agreed  for  his  ranfom,  and  returned  to 
France  with  the  confent  of  his  captor,  to  whom  he 
had  given  his  word  according  to'  the  manner  in 
which  all  french  and  engliili  gentlemen  behave  to 
one  another  in  fmiilar  cafes ;  but  not  fo  the  Ger- 
nianSj  who,  whenever  they  take  a  prifoner,  throv/ 
him  into  durance  vile,  loaded  with  irons,  in  order 
to  gain  a  more  confiderable  ranfom. 

The  bifliop  of  Norwich  and  his  army,  on  their 
departure  from  St.  Venant,  quartered  themfelves 

in 
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in  the  forefl:  of  Niepe,  which  was  not  far  diflant, 
and  near  to  Bailleul.  They  entered  the  caftlewick 
of  Poperingue,  and  took  all  the  inclofed  towns, 
wherein  they  found  much  money  and  great  booty, 
which  they  fent  to  Bergues  or  Bourbourg.  When 
they  had  thus  laid  the  whole  country  under  their 
fubje6l:ion,  fo  that  none  came  to  oppofe  them,  and 
when  they  were  mafters  of  the  coaft  from  Grave- 
lines  to  Sluys,  having  pofTeffed  themfelves  of  Dun- 
kirk, Nieuport,  Furnes  and  Blanquenbergue,  they 
advanced  to  lay  fiege  to  Ypres.  There  the  bifhop, 
fir  Hugh  Calverley  and  the  Englifli  halted,  and  then 
fent  meffengers  to  Ghent.  I  have  good  reafon  to 
fuppofe  that  Francis  Atremen  went  to  them,  and 
was  at  all  their  battles  and  conquefts,  and  had 
ferved  as  condudor  of  the  Englilh  from  town  to 
town,  and  from  village  to  village. 


CHAP.  LVI. 

THE  MEN  OF  GHENT   ASSIST    THE    ENGLISH    IN    THEIR 

SIEGE     OF     YPRES. THE      LORD      DE     ST.    LEGER 

GOING  TO  REINFORCE  THE  GARRISON  OF  COUR- 
TRAY,  BY  ORDEliS  OF  THE  KING  OF  FRANCE,  IS 
DEFEATED  BY  A  PARTY  OF  ENGLISH  NEAR  COM- 
MINES. 

Al/'HEN  Peter  du  Bols,  Peter  le  Nultre,  and  the 
captains  in  Ghent  heard  that  the  Enghfh  de- 
manded 
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manded  their  afTiftance,  and  wei*e  lying  before 
Ypres,  they  were  much  pleafed,  and  prepared 
themfelves  to  march  thither  as  fpeedily  as  poflible. 
They  fet  out  from  Ghent  on  the  Saturday  morn- 
ing after  the  oftave  of  St,  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  to 
the  amount  of  near  twenty  thoufand,  with  a  very 
confiderable  train  of  carts,  and  in  good  array. 
They  marched  by  Courtray,  and  came  before 
Ypres. 

The  Engli{h  were  rejoiced  at  their  coming,  and 
made  great  cheer  for  them,  faying  they  would  take 
Ypres,  and  then  conquer  Bruges,  Damme  and 
Sluys,  making  no  doubt  that  before  September 
they  would  have  conquered  all  Flanders.  Thus 
did  they  boaft  of  their  good  fortune. 

The  governor  of  Ypres  at  that  time  was  the  lord 
de  Saint  Pi,  a  very  prudent  and  valiant  knight  who 
had  thrown  -himfelf  into  the  place,  where  every 
thing  was  done  according  to  his  plans  and  orders. 
The  men  at  arms  who  had  accompanied  this  knight 
thither  by  order  of  the  duke  of  Burgundy  and  the 
earl  of  Flanders,  were  fir  John  de  Bougraigne, 
caftellan  of  Ypres,  fir  Baldwin  de  Delbedene  his 
fon,  the  lord  "Diifeghien,  the  lord  de  Stades,  fir 
John  Elancharr,  fir  John  de  Merfelede,  fir  Hamel, 
fir  Nicholas  Belle,  lord  de  Harlequebecque,  the 
lord  de  Rolleghen,  fir  John  Ahoutre,  John  de  Saint 
Pi,  nephew  to  the  governor,  Fran9ois  Belle,  fir 
George  Belle,  and  many  more.  They  had  great 
difficulty  to  withfland  the  Englifh,  who  attacked 
them  openly  and  covertly.  'J  hey  were  likewife 
under  alarm  left  there  ihould  be  fome  underftand- 

ing 
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mg  between  the  townfmen  and  thofe  from  Ghent  5 
and  left  the  place  fhould,  by  treafon,  fall  into  their 
hands. 

A  gallant  knight  of  Hainault  called  fir  John  de 
Jumont,  was  at  this  time  in  Courtray  as  its  go- 
vernor, having  accepted  it  at  the  earneft  entreaties 
of  the  duke  of  Burgundy  and  earl  of  Flanders. 
At  that  time  no  knight  of  Flanders  dared  to  un- 
dertake it,  fo  dangerous  did  the  defence  of  ic  ap- 
pear ;  for  when  the  king  of  France  had  marched 
away  it  was  difmantled  and  burnt,  on  which  ac- 
count very  fev/  refided  there  ;  and  it  was  fo  much 
deflroyed,  that  they  could  fcarcely  find  a  place  to 
put  their  horfes  in. 

Sir  John  de  Jumont  undertook  the  grand  enter- 
prife  of  defending  it.  He  fpeedily  repaired  it,  and 
behaved  fo  gallantly,  through  God's  mercy  and 
grace,  that  there  was  not  any  damage  done  it  j  on 
the  contrary,  much  honour  accrued  to  him. 

The  duke  of  Burgundy,  who  carefully  attended 
to  the  affairs  of  Flanders,  as  they  fo  nearly  con- 
cerned him,  fent  from  France  fixty  breton  lances 
to  Courtray,  to  reinforce  and  encourage  fir  John 
de  Jumont.  Thefe  men  at  arms  marched  to  Lille, 
under  the  command  of  the  duke :  from  thence 
they  fet  out  on  a  Friday  morning  to  Commines, 
where  they  arrived,  under  the  command  of  the 
lord  de  St.  Leger  and  Yvonnet  de  Cantemat.  By 
break  of  day  full  two  hundred  englifh  lances  had 
come  to  the  town  of  Commines,  to  colled  forage 
from  the  flat  countries,  and  carry  it  to  the  army 
before  Ypres.  Thefe  Bretons  had  not  any  expect- 
Voi,  VL  V  atioa 
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ation  of  theif  coming,  and  fell  into  their  hands. 
There  was  a  fharp  engagement  at  the  foot  of  the 
bridge  of  Commines,  where  the  Bretons  defended 
themfelves  marvelloufly  well ;  and,  if  they  had 
been  fupported  by  as  many  again,  as  themfelves, 
they  would  have  efcaped  without  lofs. 

As  it  was  they  were  conftrained  to  fly,  for  they 
were  too  few  to  oppofe  fuch  numbers.  The  greater 
part  were  flain,  or  taken  as  they  were  efcaping  to- 
wards Lille.  The  lord  de  St.  Leger  v/as  defperately 
wounded,  and  left  for  dead  on  the  field.  Fortu- 
nate were  thofe  who  efcaped  from  this  engage- 
ment :  and  the  purfuit  of  the  Englifh  after  the 
Bretons  lafted  to  within  half  a  league  of  the  town 
of  Lille.  The  lord  de  St.  Leger,  although  mor- 
tally wounded,  was  carried  to  that  town  with  great 
difficulty, v/here  he  died  five  days  afterwards.  Five  of 
his  fquires  died  alfo,  and  thus  ended  this  adventure. 


CHAP.  LVIL 

THE  BISHOP  OF  LIEGE,  NOT  BEING  ABLE  TO  BRING 
ABOUT  A  PEACE  BETWEEN  THE  BISHOP  OF  NOR- 
WICH AND  THE  E^?^.h  or  FLANDERS,  BETURNS 
HOME. 

'"pHE  fiege  of  Ypres  was  continued  with  great 
•    activity  on  the  part  of  the  Englifii  and  Flem- 
bgs,  who  made  many  aflaults  which  much  fright- 
ened 
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cned  thofe  in  the  town.     The  earl  of  Flanders  was 
not  very  well  affured  but  that  Ypres  mufl  fall ;  for 
the  Englilli  are  very  fubtle,  and  they  could  receive 
great    reinforcements  from  England,   by  way  of 
Calais,  without  his  knowledge,  or  oppofition,  hav- 
ing garrifons  in  all  the  towns  on  the  road.     They 
might,    if  they  had  chofen,  have   had  reinforce- 
ments from  England;  but  they  did  not  think  r]iuch 
was  to  be  dreaded  at  the  commencement,  either 
from  the  earl  or  the  power  of  France,  for  feverai 
great  englifh  barons  were  prepared  and  ready  to 
crofs  the  fea  at  Calais,  to  aflift  their  countrymen 
from  the  environs  of  Dover,  Sandwich,  and  Lewes, 
had  they  befen  fo  required  :  they  amounted  to  a 
thoufand  lances  and  two  thoufand  archers  in  the 
parts  above  mentioned.     Sir  William  Beauchamp 
and  fir  William  Windfor,  marfhals  of  England^ 
were  appointed  by  the  king  and  council  to  com- 
mand thefe  men  at  arms,  by  which  the  duke  of 
.Lancafter  loll  this  opportunity  of  making  his  ex- 
pedition to  Portugal. 

All  England,  as  I  have  before  faid,  were  more 
inclined  to  ferve  in  the  army  of  the  bifhop  of  Nor- 
wich than  in  that  of  the  duke  of  Lancafter. 

The  earl  of  Flanders  was  informed  of  all  thefe 
events  which  were  paffing  in  England,  as  well  as  of 
what  was  going  forward  before  Ypres.  He  there- 
fore refolved  to  provide,  as  much  as  was  in  his 
power,  a  remedy  for  them;' for  l^e  fuppofed  the 
duke  of  Burgundy  would  excite  the  king  and  ba- 
rons of  France  to  exert  themfelves  to  drive  the 
EngUfh  out  of  Flanders,  and  from  the  countries 
U  2  which 
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xvhich  they  had  (o  recently  conquered.  But  as  he 
knew  that  France  was  very  extenfive,  that  feveral 
barons  bound  to  ferve  the  king  were  at  a  great  dif» 
tance,  and  that  many  things  might  happen  before 
they  could  arrive,  he  refolved  to  fend  to  fir  Arnoul 
de  Sorge,  bifhop  of  Liege,  who  was  a  (launch  Ur- 
banift,  to  requefl  he  would  come  to  Ypres  and  ne- 
gotiate with-  the  Englifli  to  decamp  and  march  elfe- 
where;  for  he  had  been  much  aftonilhed  at  their 
proceedings,  fmce  it  was  well  known  to  the  world 
that  both  himfelf  and  country  were  good  Ur- 
banifts. 

The  earl  managed  fo  well  that  the  bifhop  of 
Liege  came  to  Hainault^  and  from  thence  to  Va- 
lenciennes, Douay  and  Lille,  where  he  had  a  con- 
ference  with  the  earl,  who  informed  him  of  what 
he  vi'ifhed  him  to  do.  After  this,  the  bifhop  left 
Liege  and  came  to  the  camp  before  Ypres,  where 
the  englifh  and  ghent  men  received  him  very  po- 
litely, and  attentively  lifi:ened  to  all  he  had  to  fay. 
I  was  told  at  the  time,  that  the  earl  of  Flanders, 
through  the  means  of  the  bifhop  of  Liege,  offered 
to  the  bifnop  of  Norwich  and  the  Englifh,  if  they 
would  tbreuk  up  their  fiege,  and  carry  their  war 
againfl  the  countries  of  the  Clementifls,  to  fend 
them  five  hundred  lances  to  ferve  under  their  or- 
ders for  three  months,  and  at  his  own  expenfe.    ' 

The  bifhop  of  Norwich  replied,  he  would  at- 
tentively confider  and  difcufs  this  propofal.  Many 
words  pafTtd  ;  for  tlie  ghent  men  advifed  him  not 
to  put  any  truft  in  what  the  earl  had  faid,  for  there 
%vas  no  dependence  on  his  promifes,  and  told  him 

that 
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diat  if  he  could  ha  would  deceive  him,  Ha-ving 
therefore  maturely  confidered  every  thing,  he  gave 
notice  to  the  bifhop  of  Liege,  that  he  might  return 
when  he  pleafed,  for  he  would  not  pay  any  atten- 
tion to  his  offers  ;  and,  as  for  the  fiege,  he  would 
never  depart  thence  until  he  had  reduced  the  town 
of  Ypres  to  his  obedience. 

The  bifhop,  finding  he  could  obtain  nothing 
more,  took  his  leave  and  returned  to  Lille,  and 
gave  the  earl  of  Flanders  the  anfwer  he  had  re- 
ceived. When  the  earl  faw  that  he  could  not  ob- 
tain any  terms,  he  was  more  penfive  than  before ; 
for  he  clearly  perceived,  that  unlefs  the  force  of 
France  raifed  the  fiege,  he  fliould  lofe  his  good 
town  of  Ypres.  He  therefore  wrote  other  letters, 
giving  3.]  detail  of  what  anfwers  he  had  received, 
and  what  was  going  forwards,  which  he  fent  by 
one  of  his  own  knights  to  his  fon  and  daughter  of 
Burgundy,  who  refided  at  Compiegne.  The  bifhpp 
of  Liege  left  the  earl,  and  returned  through  Douay 
and  Valenciennes  to  his  own  country. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP.  LVIIL 

THE  KING    OF    FRANCE    ISSUES    A    GRAND    SUMMONS, 
WITH    THE     IxNTENTION     OF     RAISING    THE     SIEGE 

OF  yPRES. SOME    OF    THE    EARL    OF    FLANDERS'* 

MEN    ARE    DEFEATED    BY     THE     ENGLISH    BEFOUE 
THE    CHURCH    OF    EMENIN. 

'T~^HE  duke  of  Burgundy,  being  convinced  that 
things  would  end  badly  if  the  king  of  France 
with  an  army  did  not:  provide  a  remedy,  exerted 
himfelf  for  a  parliament  to  be  hold  en  at  Com- 
piegne  of  all  the  great  barons  and  princes  of  the 
reaim  of  France. 

To  this  parliament  all  who  were  fummotied 
came,  and  the  duke  of  Brittany  perfonally  at- 
tended. It  was  there  difcufled,  whether  or  not  the 
king  of  France,  with  his  uncles  the  dukes  of 
Berry,  Burgundy  and  Bourbon  fliould  march  to 
Flanders  with  a  greater  force  than  he  had  com- 
manded at  Rofebecque,  to  raife  the  fiege  of  Ypres, 
and  offer  combat  to  the  Englifh  and  Flemings,  if 
they  fhould  think  proper  to  wait  for  him. 

It  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative ;  and  the  king 
of  France  ilTued  his  fummons  throughout  the  king- 
dom for  every  man  to  be  at  Arras,  or  in  that 
neighbourhood,  by  the  15th  day  of  Auguft,  pro- 
vided with  all  things  fuitable  to  his  rank.  The 
king  wrote  alio  to    thofe  at  a  diftance,   fuch  as 

the 


2g5 

the  counts  d'Armagnac  and  Savoy,  and  to  duke 
Frederick  of  Bavaria.  This  duke  was  in  upper 
Germany,  and  the  fon  of  one  of  the  brothers  of 
the  reigning  duke  :  he  was  very  dehrous  of  vifiting 
the  court  of  France  and  bearing  arms  for  it,  as  he 
was  fond  of  every  fort  of  honour  ;  and  they  had 
told  him,  which  he  believed  as  fad,  th^t  all  honours 
in  the  world  were  to  be  had  in  France.  Duke 
Frederick,  being  at  fuch  a  diftance,  was  the  firfi; 
fent  for  :  he  made  his  preparations  on  receiving  the 
fummons,  and  faid  he  would  come  through  Hain- 
ault,  to  vifit  his  uncle  and  his  coufms,  the  count 
de  Blois  and  others. 

During  the  time  thefe  warlike  preparations  were 
making,  the  fiege  of  Ypres  continued  with  great 
vigour.  There  were  many  attacks  and  fkirmifhes, 
in  which  feveral  were  killed  or  wounded :  but 
the  governor,  fir  John  de  Saint  Pi,  made  fo  good 
a  defence,  that  no  eflential  damage  was  done. 

During  this  fiege,  the  earl  of  Flanders  was  in- 
formed that  the  church  of  Emenin  was  ftrong, 
and  worth  poffefTmg ;  for,  fliould  the  Englilh 
come  thither,  they  would  eafily  take  it,  as  it  had 
no  garrifon,  and  they  would  from  thence  much 
harafs  the  country.  The  earl  refolved  to  take, 
poffeffion  of  it ;  and,  fending  for  fir  John  du 
Moulin,  he  Hiid  to  him,—  '  Sir  John,  colled:  a 
body  of  men  from  this  town,  and  with  crofs-bows 
go  to  Emenin,  and  gain  the  church,  left  the  Eng- 
iifh  fortify  it;  for,  if  they  win  it,  theywill  harafs 
all  the  furrounding  country.'  Sir  John  replied, 
he  would  willingly  do  fo,  and  immediately  made 
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preparations  for  the  excurfion.  On  the  morrow 
morning,  he  mounted  his  horfe,  accompanied  by 
a  young  knight,  a  baflard  Ion  of  the  earl  of 
Flanders,  called  fir  John  Suns-terre,  and  about 
fixty  lances,  with  the  fame  number  of  archers. 
On  their  leaving  Lille,  they  took  the  road  to 
Emenin,  but  found  only  a  few  men  at  arms  there, 
who,  of  their  own  free  will,  were  guarding  the 
church. 

This  fame  day,  about  two  hundred  englifh  and 
gafcon  lances  made  alfo  an  excurfion  ;  and  learn- 
ing from  the  foragers  that  there  were  fome  men 
at  arms  and  crofs-bows  in  Emenin,  they  ftuck 
fpurs  into  their  horfes,  and  never  halted  until  they 
arrived  at  the  town,  when,  difmounting  in  the 
fquare  before  the  church,  they  grafped  their  fpears 
and  fliouted  their  cries. 

Sir  John  du  Moulin  and  the  bailard  of  Flanders, 
feeing  from  this  body  of  men  that  a  combat  was 
unavoidable,  formed  in  battle-array  in  the  fquare, 
and  ordered  their  crofs-bows  to  fhoot :  they  at 
firft  wounded  feveral  of  the  Englifh,  who  foon 
broke  through  them  ;  but  for  a  fmall  body  they 
made  a  good  fight,  though  many  v;ere  ftruck 
down,  wounded  and  killed. 

The  Englifh  were  fo  fuperior  in  numbers,  that 
the  Flemings  were  defeated,  and  the  two  knights 
made  prifoners,  who  behaved  gallantly  in  defend- 
ing themfelves.  Of  the  remainder,  many  were 
taken ;  and  very  few  returned  to  Lille,  being 
moflly  flain  or  captured.  Thus  ended  this  ex- 
j)edition  to  Emenin,  which  greatly  vexed  the  eaii 
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of  Flanders,  but  at  that  time  he  could  not  help  it. 
The  Gafcons  and  Englilh  carried  their  prifoners 
with  them,  and  made  much  of  them  ;  but  it  was 
not  long  before  they  ranfomed  themfelves. 


CHAP.   LIX. 

THE  ENGLISH  AND  GHENT  MEN  MAKE  A  SHAUP 
ATTACK  ON  YPRES  ;  BUT,  LEARNING  THAT  THE 
KING  OF  FRANCE  HAD  MARCHED  AN  ARMY  JNTO 
ARTOIS;,   THEY  INSTANTLY  BREAK  UP  THE  SIEGE. 

TT  always  happens,  that  in  war  there  are  gains 
and  loifes :  very  extraordinary  are  the  chances, 
as  thofe  know  well  who  follow  the  profeffioa. 
The  fiege  of  Ypres  was  puflied  on  with  un- 
wearied force  ;  and  it  was  fully  the  intention  of 
the  bilhop  of  Norwich,  the  Englifh  and  Peter  da 
Bois,  to  conquer  Ypres  by  ftorm  or  otherwife,  as 
the  vigour  of  their  attacks  Ihewed. 

Among  the  many  affaults,  there  was  one  much 
fever er  than  the  reil ;  for  it  lafted  from  morning 
until  almoft  night.  Many  valiant  adtions  were 
done  by  feveral  on  both  fides,  and  the  Englifh 
and  Flemings  made  vaft  exertions  to  conquer  it. 
The  befieged  created  that  day  four  knights,  John 
de  Saint  Pi,  nephew  to  the  governor,  Fran9ois 
Belle,  George  Belle  and  John  Belle,  who  fhewed 
^henifelves  good  knights  in  this  firil   difplayof 
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their  knighthood.  An  englifh  fquire,  called  Lewis 
Lin,  was  killed  at  this  attack,  which  was  very 
iliarp  ;  and  numbers  were  wounded  on  each  lide, 
who  too  rafnly  expofed  themfelves. 

The  englidi  archers,  pofted  on  the  ditches  of 
the  town,  fliot  fo  expertly  and  rapidly  that  fcarcely 
any  dared  to  appear  on  the  battlements  to  defend 
the  place.  There  were  collefted  that  day  in  Ypres 
two  tons  of  artillery,  efpecially  arrows,  which  were 
fliot  into  the  town,  fo  that  none  ventured  to  pafs 
through  thofe  flreets  near  the  walls  where  the 
attack  v/as  made,  for  fear  of  being  killed,  if  not 
well  armed  and  fliielded. 

This  attack  lafled  until  night,  when  the  Englifli 
and  Flemings,  who  had  fought  the  whole  day  in 
two  battalions,  returned  to  the  camp  quite  tired, 
as  were  iikewife  thofe  in  the  town. 

The  Englifh  an^  Flemings,  fxnding  they  could 
not  take  the  town  by  ilorm,  and  having  expended 
much  of  their  artillery,  refoived  to  have  quan- 
tities of  faggots  made  and  colleSled,  with  which 
and  earth  they  could  fill  up  the  ditches,  fo  that 
they  might  advance  to  fight  hand  to  hand  with  the 
garrilbn,  undermine  the  walls,  and,  by  throwijig 
them  down,  win  the  place. 

Workmen  were  infhantly  employed  to  procure 
and  cut  dovv^n  as  much  wood  as  poiTible  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Ypres,  which  was  to  be  placed 
within  fide  of  the  ditches  and  covered  with  earth': 
but  this  was  not  fo  foon  done,  nor  could  they  ac- 
.compHfn  their  intentions ;  for  the  king  of  France, 
having  a  great  defire  to  raife  this  fiege  and  fight 
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with  the  EngHfii  at  all  events,  haftened  his  pre- 
parations, fet  out  from  Compiegne  and  marched 
to  Arras. 

The  conflable  of  France,  with  many  barons 
who  formed  the  van  of  the  army,  had  aheady 
arrived,  and  were  quartered  in  Artois.  The  duk€ 
of  Brittany  came  with  tv/o  thoufand  lances,  as  he 
was  anxious  to  aflift  his  coufm  the  earl  of  Flan- 
ders on  this  occafion.  Indeed  he  was  much  boundea 
fo  to  do,  for  he  had  found  him,  in  former  times, 
eager  to  befriend  him  in  his  diftrefs.  Ail  the  lords, 
both  from  far  and  near,  were  on  their  march 
and  at  hand.  The  count  of  Savoy  and  the  count 
of  Geneva,  came  with  feven  hundred  honell  Savov- 
ards.  Duke  Frederick  of  Bavaria  was  haftening 
with  a  ftrong  body  of  men  at  arms,  and  had 
arrived  in  Hainault.  He  refided  at  Quefnoy  with 
his  uncle  duke  Albert,  his  aunt,  the  duchefs 
Margaret,  and  with  his  couiins. 

The  dukes  of  Lorraine  and  Bar  arrived  with 
a  large  body  in  Artois.  Sir  William  de  Namur, 
not  having  attended  the  former  war,  as  the  earl 
had  excufed  him,  came  with  two  hundred  good 
lances  to  ferve  the  king  of  France  and  duke  of 
Burgundy.  He  had  paffed  through  Hainault,  and 
fixed  his  quarters  in  the  country  round  Tournay. 
It  was  wonderful  t;o  fee  what  bodies  of  men  dif- 
ferent lords  brought  to  ferve  the  king  of  France. 

The  count  Guy  de  Blois  lay  ill  at  Landrecy* 


*  Landrecy, — a  flrong  town  in  Hainault,  diocefe  of  Courtray. 
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during  the  whole  time  thefe  warlike  preparations 
were  making,  and  neither  himfeif  nor  his  people 
knew  if  he  would  be  able  to  bear  the  fatigues  of 
this  campaign  with  the  king.  He  was  carried  in 
a  litter  to  Beaumont  in  Hainault,  and  was  fome- 
what  better,  for  that  air  was  more  agreeable  to 
him  than  that  of  Landrecy.  Notwithftanding  he 
was  very  unwell  and  feeble,  he  made  ample  pre- 
parations, as  did  his  dependants  in  the  country  of 
Blois,  fuch  as  the  lord  de  Montigny,  the  lord  de 
Vrefm,  fir  Vilhennes  de  St.  Martin,  fir  Waleran 
de  Doullienne  governor  of  Remorentin,  and  other 
knights  and  fquires  who  came  to  ferve  under  the 
young  king  of  France. 

News  was  brought  to  the  bifhop  of  Norwich, 
fir  Hugh  Calverley  and  the  Englifh  befieging 
Ypres,  that  the  king  of  France  was  haflening,  by 
forced  marches,  with  an  army  of  upwards  of 
twenty  thoufand  men  at  arms,  knights  and  fquires, 
and  fixty  thoufand  other  men.  This  intelligence 
was  repeated  from  fo  many  quarters,  that  at  laft 
it  was  thought  to  be  true,  for  at  firft  they  would 
not  believe  it.  They  heard  for  certain  that  it 
was  fo,  and  that  if  they  remained  where  they 
were,  they  would  have  to  fight  with  them.  They 
alfo  learnt  that  the  duke  of  Brittany  was  with  the 
king  of  France,  and  coming  againft  them,  whicli 
aftoniflied  them  much. 

They  called  a  council  on  this  information,  to 
confider  what  line  of  condud  to  purfue.  Having 
weighed  every  circumftance,  and  not  finding  them- 
felves  in  fufficient  Hrength  to  wait  for  the  whole 
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force  of  the  king,  they  judged  It  to  be  more 
prudent  for  Peter  du  Bois,  Peter  le  Nuitre  and 
the  ghent  men  to  return  to  their  town,  and  the 
Englifh  to  retreat  towards  Bergues  and  Bourbourg, 
which  they  were  to  garrifon  :  and  if  any  force 
fhould  come  from  England,  or  if  king  Richard 
or  his  uncles  fliould  crofs  the  fea,  they  would  fend 
them  advice  of  it. 

This  refolution  was  adopted,  and  they  broke 
up  their  camp.  The  ghent  men  fet  out  on  their 
return  home,  where  they  arrived.  The  Englifh 
retired  to  Bergues  and  Bourbourg,  and  entered  the 
forts  which  they  had  conquered. 

The  day  that  the  Englifh  began  their  retreat, 
Thomas  lord  Percy,  fon  to  the  earl  of  Northum- 
berland, arrived.  He  came  from  PrufTia,  and. 
hearing  on  his  road  that  the  kings  of  France  and 
England  were  to  engage  in  the  plains  of  Flanders 
or  Artois,  each  at  the  head  of  his  army,  the 
knight  was  fo  much  rejoiced,  and  had  fo  great  a 
defire  to  be  prefent  at  the  battle,  that  the  journey, 
which  at  a  moderate  rate  of  travelling  would  have 
taken  forty  days,  he  performed  in  fourteen,  leaving 
his  equipage  and  fervants  behind,  and  frequently 
changing  horfes.  He  afterwards  learnt  that  his 
baggage  had  arrived  in  lefs  than  twenty  days  in 
the  town  of  Ghent.  Such  good  will  and  gallantry 
deferve  much  praife. 


CHAP, 


502 


CHAP.  LX. 

D-UKE    FREDERICK    OF    BAVARIA    ARRIVES     AT    THE 

ARMY    OF    TIIK    KING     OF    FRANCE. COUNT    GUY 

BE    BLOIS,    NOTWITHSTANDING    HIS    ILL    HEALTH- 
COMES     TO    ARRAS    ATTENDED     BY     HIS     MEN    AT 

ARMS. 

INTELLIGENCE  was  brought  to  the  king  of 
France,  in  the  city  of  Arras,  and  to  the  lords 
with  him,  that  the  enghfh  and  ghent  men  had 
raifed  the  fiege  and  decamped  from  before  Ypres. 
The  king  was  eager  to  hurry  matters  and  purfue 
them,  fo  that  they  Ihould  not  efcape.  He  fet  out 
from  Arras,  and  came  to  Mont  St.  Eloy,  a  very 
handfome  abbey,  where  he  remained  four  days 
waiting  for  the  arrival  of  the  duke  of  Berry. 
The  army  was  continually  increafed  by  thofe  who 
came  to  it  from  all  parts,  and  it  was  known, 
through  the  conflable,  the  marfhals  and  fir  Guif- 
card  count  dauphin,  mafter  of  the  crofs-bows,  that 
the  king  had  with  him  upwards  of  one  hundred 
thoufand  men. 

The  king  departed  from  Mont  St.  Eloy,  follow- 
ing the  road  to  St.  Omer,  and  came  to  Aire,  of 
which  place  the  vifcount  de  Meaux  was  governor. 
He  tarried  there  two  days,  the  army  ftill  increafmg. 
The  conftable  with  the  van  were  advanced,  and 
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quartered  In  the  town  of  Caflel.  The  king  v.-ent 
to  St.  Omer,  where  he  flopped  for  the  arrival  of 
his  people,  who  were  coming  to  him  from  every 
quarter. 

When  duke  Frederick  of  Bavaria  arrived  g.t  the 
army,  the  great  barons  of  France,  in  order  to  do 
him  honour,  went  out  to  meet  him,  as  he  had 
come  from  fuch  a  dillant  country  to  ferve  the 
king,  who  entertained  him  handfomely,  and  was 
thankful  for  his  arrival.  He  caufed  him  to  be 
quartered  as  near  to  himfelf  as  poflible  during  the 
whole  expedition,  as  was  but  juit. 

In  the  array  were  full  three  hundred  thoufand 
horfes  :    and  it  was  wonderful  where  provifions 
could  come  from,  or  be  found  to  fupply  fuch  an 
army.     At  times,  indeed,  there   was  a  fcarclty; 
at  others,  they  had  abundance.     The  count  Guy 
de  Blois,  who  refided  at  Beaumont  in  Hainault, 
notwithflianding  he  was  not  yet  recovered  from  the 
long  illnefs  he  had  been  vifited  Vvith  during  the 
fummer,  thought  it  would  not  be  for  his  honour 
to  remain  idle,  when  fo  many  great  and  powerful 
princes   and    lords   were   in   the   field  ;    befides, 
inquiries  had  been  made  after  him,  as  he  was  one 
of  the  leaders  of  the  rear-ward.     It  was  therefore 
better  for  him  to  join  them,  trufling  to  the  will  of 
God,  than  to  remain  behind  under  a  fuppofition. 
of  diffembling. 

This  gallant  lord  began  his  journey ;  but  as  he 

was   unable  to  ride,    he  ordered  his  litter,    and 

took  leave    of  the  lady  his  wife,  and  of  his  fon 

Lewis.     Several  of  his  council,  on  account  of  the 
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gfest  heat  and  clofenefs  of  the  weather,  looked 
on  this  journey  as  a  wrong  meafure,  •whilft  others 
who  heard  of  it  thought  it  a  great  proof  of  his 
courage.  He  was  accompanied  from  Hainault  by 
the  lord  de  Sanzeft,  the  lord  de  Hanzelles,  fir 
Gerard  de  Warrieres,  fir  Ihomas  de  Diftre,  the 
lord  de  Doujflrenent,  John  de  Gliifnelle,  who  was 
created  a  knight  on  the  road,  and  feveral  more. 
He  pafled  through  Cambray,  and  came  to  Arras, 
and  the  longer  he  travelled  the  better  was  his 
health.  His  vaffals  from  Blois,  hearing  of  his 
journey,  went  to  meet  him.  On  his  arrival  at 
Arras,  his  people  colleded  together,  to  the  amount 
of  more  than  four  hundred  lances,  and  always 
followed  him.  He  had  his  provifions  from  Hain- 
ault,  and  in  this  refpe£l  was  moft  abundantly  fup- 
plied.     Let  us  return  to  the  king  of  France. 


CHAP.  LXI. 

THE    VAN    OF    THE    FRENCH     ARMY     TAKES     CaSSEL 

AND      TRUGHEN. THE     ENGLISH     ABANDON     BER- 

CUES,     AND     RETIRE     TO     BOURBOURG,    WHEREIN 
THE   KING    OF    FRANCE    BESIEGES   THExM. 

'T'HE  king  of  France  continued  his  march  to  St„ 

Omer,   where    he  haked  and  refrcfhed  him- 

felf.     The  van,  with  the  conflable  and  marflials, 

advanced  to  Caffel,  which  was  in  the  hands  of  the 

Englifh. 
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EngHfli.  The  town  was  attacked,  taken  by  ftormj 
and  all  in  it  put  to  the  fword.  Thofe  who  could 
cfcape  retreated  to  Bergues,  where  was  fir  Hugh 
Calverley  with  full  three  thoufand  Engliih.  The 
bifhop  of  Norwich  was  not  there,  having  retired 
to  Gravelines,  to  be  the  fooner  at  Calais  fhould 
there  be  occafion.  The  Englifh  had  burnt  and 
pillaged  all  the  country  near  to  Caifel. 

The  king  of  France,  on  his  arrival  at  St.  Omer? 
was  lodged  at  an  abbey  out  of  the  town,  on  the 
road  to  Bergues,  called  Ranombergues,  where  he 
remained.  He  came  there  on  a  Friday,  and  on 
the  following  day  the  conftable,  the  marlhals, 
with  the  lord  de  Coucy  and  a'  great  number  of 
good  men  at  arms,  took  the  field  and  came  before 
the  caftle  of  Trughen,  wherein  were  about  three 
hundred  men  at  arms,  who  had  formed  a  garrifon 
of  this  place  the  whole  feafon. 

They  made  a  vigorous  attack  on  the  caflle,  and 
exerted  themfelves  very  much  :  indeed,  they  were 
forced  to  do  fo  if  they  wiftied  for  conqueft,  as  the 
Englifh  within  defended  themfelves  fo  valiantly 
thai  it  was  marvellous  to  think  of  their  prowefs. 
However,  by  continued  attacks,  and  gallant  deeds 
of  arms,  the  caftle  was  taken,  and  all  within  put 
to  death,  for  the  conftable  would  not  fhew  mercy 
to  any  one.  In  the  lower  court  was  found  the 
moft  beautiful  white  horfe  that  had  been  feen  for 
years,  which  was  prefented  to  the  conftable,  who 
inftantly  fent  it  to  the  king  of  France.  The  king 
willingly  accepted  the  horfe,  and  was  {o  pleafed 
with  it  that  he  rode  it  all  Sunday. 
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The  count  de  Blois,  at  this  period,  arrived  at 
the  army  with  his  company.  He  was  appointed 
to  the  rear  divifion,  as  he  had  been  lafl  year  at 
the  battle  of  Rofebecque,  In  company  with  the 
count  d'Eu,  the  count  de  Harcourt,  the  lord  de 
Chatillon  and  the  lord  de  la  Fere.  Men  at  arms 
were  conltantly  coming  in  from  all  parts.  It  was 
a  fine  dry  fummer,  otherwife  It  would  have  been 
bad  for  the  horfes  near  the  fea-fhore  and  impollible 
for  them  to  have  advanced  into  the  country. 

All  the  Englifh  except  the  bifhop,  who,  quite 
thunderftruck,  was  gone  to  Gravelines,  had  re- 
tired into  the  town  of  Bergues,  which  was  only 
inclofed  by  a  palifade  and  ditches :  he  forely  re- 
pented having  undertaken  this  expedition,  for  he 
faw  that  all  he  had  done  would  now  be  turned 
with  jQiame  againfl  him,  and  was  flill  more  forry 
for  the  words  he  had  uttered  which  had  been 
repeated  through  France.  He  had  boafted  during 
the  time  he  was  befieging  Ypres,  that  he  would 
there  wait  for  the  king  of  France  and  his  army, 
and  offer  them  combat.  He  now  felt  how  fud- 
denly  he  had  been  forced  to  raife  the  fiege  and 
fly,  for  his  army  could  not  refifl  that  of  the  king. 

The  Englifh  at  Calais  found  great  fault  with 
him,  faying  he  had  very  ill  employed  the  pope's 
money.  In  truth,  the  duke  of  Lancafter,  who 
had  been  prevented  by  this  expedition  of  the  bifhop 
from  carrying  his  own  into  execution,  did  not 
wilh  It  would  turn  out  otherwife.  The  principal 
barons  of  England  were  of  the  fame  fentiment ; 
for  when  fir  William  Windfor,  their  marfhal,  fent 
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to  tell   them,    vvhilfl  before  Ypres,  that  if  they 
wifhed  for  reinforcements,  they  fhould  have  very 
numerous  ones,  the   bifhop   anfwered,  as   did  fir 
Thomas  Trivet   and  fir  William  Helmon*,  that 
they  had  flrength   enough,  snd  more  than  they 
wi^ed,  to   combat  the  king  of  France  and   the 
army  he  could  bring  againfl  them.     But  fir  Hugh 
Calverley,  v.'ho   had  feen  more  fervice  than  any 
of  the  others,    had  always  held  a  different   lan- 
guage, and  faid  during  the  fiege  of  Ypres,  vv^hen 
he  heard  of  the  offer  from  the  barons  in  Eng- 
land, -*  Gentlemen,  you  feem  to  have  great  con- 
fidence in  your  flrength  :  why  fhould  we  refufe 
the  affiftance  of  our  countrymen,  when  they  offer 
to   come   to  us  and  the  country  confents  to  it  ? 
A  day  may  come,  perhaps,  when  we  fliall  repent 
of  our  refufal.'    But  thefe  words  were  not  attended 
to,  as  they  faid  they  had  men  fufficient.     Things 
therefore  continued  as  they  were,  and  in  the  end 
they  loft  more  than  they  gained  by  it. 

Sir  Hugh  Calverley,  on  his  arrival  at  Bergues, 
quartered  himfelf  and  his  men  in  the  different 
hotels  aad  houfes  of  the  town  :  they  were  in  the 
whole,  including  archers,  more  than  four  thoufand 
men.  Sir  Hugh  faid,— -'  I  am  determined  to  keep 
this  town;  it  is  of  good  ftrength,  and  we  are 
enough  to  defend  It.x  I  exped  we  fliall  have,  in 
five  or  fix  days,  reinforcements  from  England ; 
for  they  will  learn  our  fituation,  and  alfo  the  force 
of  our  enemies.*     All  replied,  *  God  aflift  us  !' 

*  Sir  W.  Helmon.     Elmham,  according  to  Carte., 
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Upon  this,  he  made  very  prudent  regulations : 
on  dividing  his  men  under  pennons  and  into  com- 
panies, to  mount  the  walls  and  guard  the  gates, 
he  found  he  had  numbers  fufficient.  He  ordered 
all  the  ladies  and  women,  children  and  lower 
clafles  of  inhabitants  to  retire  into  a  church,  whence 
they  were  not  to  ftir. 

The  king  of  France  was  at  the  abbey  of  Ra- 
nombergues,  and  learnt  that  the  Englilh  had  re- 
treated to  Bergues.  A  council  was  held  on  the 
occafion,  when  it  was  ordered  that  the  van,  with 
the  conftable  and  marflials,  fhould  advance  be- 
yond the  town  and  encamp  on  one  of  its  fides  j 
and  the  king  of  France,  with  the  dukes  of  Berry, 
Burgundy  and  Bourbon  would  follow  with  the 
main  army;  that  the  count  de  Blois  and  the  count 
d'Eu,  with  the  rear  divifion,  fhould  lodge  them- 
felves  on  the  other  fide  of  the  town,  and  thus  fur- 
round  the  Enghfh. 

This  plan  was  executed ;  and  the  king  fet  out 
from  Ranombergues,  attended  by  his  whole  army. 
It  was  a  beautiful  fight  to  behold  thefe  banners, 
pennons  and  helmets  glittering  in  the  fun,  and 
fuch  numbers  of  men  at  arms  that  the  eye  could 
not  compafs  them :  they  feemed  like  a  moving 
foreft,  fo  upright  did  they  hold  their  lances. 
Thus  they  marched  in  four  divifions  towards  Ber- 
gues, to  inclofe  the  EngHlh  in  that  town. 

About  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning,  an  englifh 
herald  entered  the  town,  who,  by  the  courtefy  of 
the  lords  of  France,  had  palled  through  their 
army :    he  waited  on  fir  Hugh  Calverley  in  his 
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hotel,  and  fpoke  fo  loud  that  every  one  heard 
him.  '  Herald,  whence  dofl  thou  come  ?'  '  My 
lord,'  replied  the  herald,  '  I  come  from  the  french 
army,  where  I  haveTeen  the  finefl  men  at  arms, 
and  in  fuch  vafl  numbers  that  there  is  not  at  this 
day  another  king  who  can  Ihew  the  hke/ 

'  And  thefe  fine  men  at  arms  which  thou  art 
fpeaking  of,'  faid  fir  Hugh,  '  what  number  are 
they?'  '  By  my  faith,  my  lord,  they  are  full 
twenty-fix  thoufand  men  at  arms :  handfomer  nor 
better  armed  were  never  feen.' 

'  Ha,  ha,'  replied  fir  Hugh,  who  was  much 
provoked  at  the  latter  part  of  this  fpeech,  *  thou 
art  a  fine  fellow  to  come  and  mock  us  with  this 
pompous  tale.  I  know  well  thou  haft  Hed  ;  for 
many  a  time  have  I  feen  the  armies  of  France, 
but  they  never  amounted  to  twenty-fix  thoufand  ; 
no,  not  even  to  fix  thoufand  men  at  arms.' 

As  he  faid  this,  the  watch  of  the  town,  w'ho 
was  at  his  poft,  founded  his  trumpet,  for  the  van 
of  the  enemy  was  about  palling  near  the  walls. 

Sir  Hugh  then,  addreffing  the  knights  and  fquires 
prefent,  faid ;  ^  Come,  come :  let  us  go  and  fee 
thefe  twenty-fix  thoufand  men  at  arms  march  by, 
for  our  watch  blows  his  horn.'  They  went  on  the 
walls  of  the  place,  and,  leaning  on  them,  ob- 
ferved  the  march  of  the  van,  which  might  have 
confifted  of  about  fifteen  hundred  lances,  with  the 
conftable,  the  marfhals,  the  mafter  of  the  crofs- 
bows  and  the  lord  de  Coucy.  Next  came  the 
duke  of  Brittany,  the  earl  of  Flanders  and  the 
count  de  St.  Pol,  who  had  under  their  command 
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about  fifteen  hundred  lances  more.  Sir  Hugh 
Calverley,  who  thought  he  had  feen  the  whole  ar- 
my, faid, — *  Now  fee  if  I  did  not  fay  truth  :  where 
are  thefe  twenty-fix  thoufand  men  ?  Why,  if  they 
be  three  thoufand  men  at  arms,  they  are  ten  thou- 
fand. Let  us  go  to  our  dinner,  for  I  do  not  yet 
fee  fuch  a  force  as  fhould  oblige  us  to  furrender 
the  town.  This  herald  would  frighten  us  well,  if 
we  were  to  believe  him.' 

The  herald  was  much  afliamed,  but  he  faid, — 
'  My  lord,  you  have  as  yet  only  feen  the  van-guard  : 
the  king  and  his  uncles  are  behind  with  the  main 
army,  apd  there  is  hefides  a  rear  divifion,  which 
confifts  of  more  than  two  thoufand  lances.  You 
will  fee  the  whole  in  four  hours,  if  you  remain 
here.' 

Sir  Hugh  paid  not  any  attention  to  him,  but 
returned  to  his  houfe,  faying  he  had  feen  every 
thing,  and  feated  himfelf  at  table.  He  had  fcarcely 
done  fo,  than  the  watch  again  blew  his  horn, 
and  fo  loud  as  if  he  would  burft  it.  Sir  Hugh 
rofe  from  table,  faying  he  would  fee  what  was 
the  caufe  of  this,  and  mounted  the  battlements. 
At  this  moment,  the  king  of  France  marched  by, 
attended  by  his  uncles,  the  duke  Frederick,  the 
dul^e  of  Lorraine,  the  count  of  Savoy,  the  dau- 
phin of  Auvergne,  the  count  de  la  Marche  and 
their  troops  :  in  this  battalion  were  full  fixteen 
thoufand  lances.  Sir  Hugh  felt  himfelf  much  dif- 
appointed,  and  faid  to  the  herald,  who  was  by  his 
fide,  '  I  have  been  in  the  wrong  to  blame  you : 
come,  come :  let  us  mount  our  horfes  and  fave 
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ourfelves,  for  it  will  do  us  no  good  to  remain  here. 
I  no  longer  know  the  ftate  of  France  :  I  have  ne- 
ver feen  fuch  numbers  colle£led  together  by  three- 
fourths  as  I  .now  fee  and  have  feen  in  the  van :  be- 
fides,  the  rear  divifion  is  ftill  to  come.'  Upon 
this,  fir  Hugh  Calverley  left  the  walls  and  returned 
to  his  houfe.  All  the  horfes  being  ready  faddled 
and  loaded,  they  mounted,  and,  having  ordered 
the  gates  to  be  opened  which  lead  to  Bourbourg, 
they  fet  off  without  any  noife,  carrying  with  them 
all  their  pillage.  Had  the  French  fufpefted  this, 
they  could  eafily  have  ftopped  them ;  but  they 
were  ignorant  of  it  for  a  long  time,  fo  that  they 
were  nearly  arrived  at  Bourbourg  before  they  heard 
of  it. 

Sir  Hugh  Calverley  halted  in  the  plain  to  wait 
for  his  rear  and  baggage.  He  was  very  melan- 
choly, and  faid  to  fir  Thomas  Trivet  and  others 
who  had  come  to  meet  him  ;  '  By  my  faith,  gen- 
tlemen, we  have  this  time  made  a  mod  fliameful 
expedition  :  never  was  fo  pitiful  or  wretched  a  one 
made  from  England.  You  would  have  your  Wills, 
and  placed  your  confidence  in  this  bilhop  of  Nor- 
wich, who  wanted  to  fly  before  he  had  wings|: 
now  fee  the  honourable  end  you  have  brought  it 
to.  There  is  Bourbourg  !  if  you  choofe  it,  retire 
thither ;  but  for  my  part  I  fhall  march  to  Grave- 
lines  and  Calais, .  becaufe  I  find  we  are  not  of  fuf- 
ficient  ilrength  to  cope  with  the  king  of  France.' 

The  englifh  knights,  confcious  they  had  been  to 
blame  in  feveral  things,  replied;  '  God  help  us! 
we  fliall  return  to  Bourbourg  and  wait  the  event, 
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luch  as  God  may  pleafe  to  ordain.'  Sir  Hugh  on 
this  left  them ;  and  they  threw  themfelves  into 
Bourbourg. 

The  king  of  France  heard  that  the  Englifh  had 
marched  from  Bergues  and  retreated  to  Bour- 
bourg, leaving  Bergues  quite  empty  ;  the  gates  of 
which  were  opened  to  him,  when  the  king  en- 
tered with  all  who  wiflied  it.  The  firft  who  did 
fo  found  enough  to  pillage,  for  the  EngUfh  had 
not  been  able  to  carry  away  every  thing.  The 
women  were  faved  and  fent  to  St.  Omer,  but  al- 
mofl  all  the  men  were  put  to  death  and  the  town 
fet  on  fire.  The  king  marched  on  to  lodge  at  a 
village,  on  account  of  the  greatnefs  of  the  fire. 
This  happened  on  a  Friday ;  and  the  lords  en- 
camped themfelves  feparately  in  the  fields  as  well 
as  they  could.  It  was  fortunate  for  them  that  it 
was  dry  weather,  for  it  could  not  be  a  finer  fekfon  : 
had  it  been  cold  and  rainy,  they  could  not  have 
foraged.  Indeed  it  was  wonderful  whcie  they 
found  forage  for  fuch  numbers  of  horfes,  as  well 
as  provifion  for  fo  large  an  army.  But  on  the 
day  on  which  they  came  before  Bourbourg  great 
quantities  of  (lores  arrived,  of  which  the  lords  of 
France  \vere  duly  informed.  They  refolved  to 
furround  the  town  and  attack  it.  Tlje  Bretons 
V  ere,  from  avarice,  eager  to  take  it,  on  account 
of  the  great  booty  they  expefted  to  find  there. 

On  the  Saturday  morning  it  was  clear  weather, 
and  the  army  made  itfelf  ready  to  march  to  Bour- 
bourg. The  van-guard,  the  duke  of  Brittany, 
the  earl  of  Flanders,  the  count  de  St.  Pol,  the 
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conftable  of  France,  with  about  three  thoufand 
lances,  marched  on  the  outfide  of  the  walls,  and 
halted  oppofite  to  the  king's  divifion,  which  con- 
fided of  the  fined  men  at  arms  that  could  be  feen 
or  imagined.  They  advanced  to  a  large  plain  be- 
fore Bourbourg,  where  the  different  lords  drew 
up  their  men  ;  and  it  was  for  a  long  time  their 
intention  to  dorm  the  place.  Banners  and  pennons 
were  flying  in  the  wind,  and  each  lord  under  his 
own  banner.  The  lords  of  France  made  a  fplendid 
fhew,  and  had  not  been  fparing  of  any  expenfe  in 
exhibiting^appearances  fuitable  to  their  rank.  The 
lord  de  Coucy  and  his  date  were  particularly  no- 
ticed, for  he  had  led  courfers  richly  caparifoned, 
and  ornamented  with  houfmgs  with  the  ancient 
arms  of  Coucy  mixed  with  thofe  he  now  bore. 
He  himfelf  was  mounted  on  a  beautiful  horfe,  on 
which  he  rode  from  fide  to  fide  in  a  mod  graceful 
manner,  to  the  delight  of  thofe  who  fav/  him  :  all 
praifed  him  for  the  agreeable  manner  with  which 
he  add  reded  every  one. 

The  other  great  lords  kept  up  a  date  fuitable  to 
their  dignity.  More  than  four  hundred  knights 
were  this  day  created.  The  heralds  mudered  the 
knights  who  were  before  Bourbourg  with  the  king, 
and  they  amounted  to  from  feven  to  nine  thoufand. 
In  the  army  were  upwards  of  twenty-five  thoufand 
men  at  arms  and  fquires. 

The  Englifti  were  at  their  pods  in  the  town  of 
Bourbourg,  and,  feeing  this  immenfe  force  of  the 
king  of  France  before  them,  expected  an  aflault : 
they  were  pleafed  at  the  thought ;  but  when  they 

found 


314 

found  themfelves  {hut  up  in  a  town  which  was 
only  defended  by  palifadoes,  they  were  not  fo  well 
fatisfied  :  however,  like  men  of  courage,  they  had 
ported  themfelves  in  companies  round  the  town. 
The  lord  Beaumont  *  (who  is  an  earl  in  England, 
and  his  name  Henry)  commanded  one  hundred 
men  at  arms  and  three  hundred  archers,  to  guard 
one  part  of  the  town  :  fir  William  Elmham,  with 
as  many  men,  guarded  another  part.  Sir  John  de 
Chateauneuf,  with  the  Gafcons,  had  another  quar- 
ter to  defend  as  far  as  the  tower,  oppofite  to  the 
quarters  of  the  conftable.  The  lord  Ferrers,  an 
Englifhman,  was  with  forty  men  at  arms  and  as  many 
archers  at  another  part,  fo  that  the  whole  place 
was  well  guarded  with  men  at  arms  and  archers. 
Sir  William  Farrendon,  fir  Mat[hew  Redeman,  and 
fir  Nicholas  Tra£ton  f,  with  two  hundred  men  and 
as  many  archers,  were  polled  in  the  fquare  before 
the  church.  They  had  appointed  a  body  of  men 
to  watch  and  extinguiifli  any  hres  that  might  hap- 
pen ;  for  the  Englilh  w^ere  much  afraid  of  the  town 
being  burnt,  as  the  houfes  were  only  covered  with 
thatch. 

In  this  fituation  were  the  Englifh.  I  mufl  now 
relate  the  gallant  action  which  Francis  Atremen 
performed  this  fame  Friday  in  the  evening,  when 
the  king  of  France,  after  having  taken  Bergues, 
continued  his  march. 

*  Lord  Beaumont.     Froiflart  miftakes  :  he  was  a  baron,  and 
his  name  was  John  :  his  fon's  name  was  Henry.     See  Dugdale. 
t  Q.  if  not  Drayton,  or  Trefliam. 
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CHAP.  LXII. 

FRANCIS  ATREMEN    SURPRISES    OUDENARDE    IN    THE 
NiGHT-TIiJE. 

"pR ANCIS  Atremen,  Peter  du  Bois,  Peter  le  Nui- 
tre  and  the  other  captains,  after  their  return  to 
Ghent  from  the  fiege  of  Ypres,were  daily  and  night- 
ly imagining  how  they  could  annoy  their  enemies. 
Francis  Atremen  found  out,  that  the  governor  of 
Oudenarde,  fir  Gilbert  deLieneghen  and  the  men  at 
arms,  had  left  Oudenarde,  by  orders  from  the  earl 
of  Flanders,  and  were  with  the  army  of  the  king 
of  France  before  Bergues  and  Bourbourg.  He  alfo 
learnt  that  the  town  was  carelefsly  guarded,  and  that 
the  ditches  in  the  meadows  on  the  road  to  Hamme 
were  dry,  as  they  had  emptied  them  of  water  to  get 
the  fifh,  fo  that  the  walls  of  the  town  might  be  ap- 
proached on  foot,  and  might  be  entered  with  lad- 
ders. Such  was  the  intelligence  the  fpies  of  Fran- 
cis Atremen  had  brought  to  Ghent,  who,  at  their 
leifure,  had  examined  the  town;  for  the  guards 
held  the  ghent  men  very  cheap,  and,  as  it  were, 
had  forgotten,  or  were  quite  indifferent  concerning 
them. 

When  Francis  Atremen  had  heard  all  this  from 
his  fpies,  he  went  and  related  it  to  Peter  du  Bois, 
a^d  faid ;  '  Peter,  fuch  is  the  fituation  of  Oude- 
narde :  I  am  refolved  to  riik  the  chance  of  taking 
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it  with  fcaling  ladders  :  there  never  can  be  fo  good 
an  opportunity  as  the  prefent,  for  neither  the  go- 
vernor nor  the  men  at  arms  are  in  it,  but  with 
the  king  of  France  near  St.  Omer,  and  they  have 
not  the  lead  fear  or  fufpicions  of  any  one.' 

Peter  du  Bois  inflantly  afTented  to  the  propofal, 
and  faid  ;  '  Francis,  if  you  fucceed  in  this  expedi- 
tion, no  man  will  ever  have  behaved  better,  and 
every  one  will  praife  you  for  fo  gallant  an  adion.' 
*  I  do  not  know,'  replied  he,  '  how  it  may  turn 
out,  but  .my  courage  does  not  fail  me,  and  my 
heart  tells  me  that  this  night  I  (liall  gain  Oude- 
narde.* 

Francis  Atremen  then  chofe  four  hundred  men 
in  whom  he  had  the  greateft  confidence,  and,  to- 
ward night-fall,  fet  out  on  his  road  to  Oudenarde. 
It  was  in  the  month  of  September,  when  the  nights 
are  tolerably  long,  and  fuch  beautiful  weather  that 
it  was  a  pleafure  to  be  out  in  it.  About  midnight 
they  arrived  in  the  meads  of  Oudenarde,  having 
ladders  with  them.  As  they  were  traverfmg  the 
marflies,  there  was  a  poor  woman  gathering  grafs 
for  her  cows,'  who,  hiding  herfelf,  heard  their  con- 
verfation,  and  knew  from  it  that  they  were  ghent 
men  going  to  furprife  the  town,  for  fhe  faw  them 
carrying  ladders.  She  was  at  firfl  much  fright- 
ened, but,  recovering  courage,  faid  to  herfelf, 
that  fhe  would  haften  to  the  town  and  inform  the 
guard  of  what  Ihe  had  heard  and  feen.  She  made 
for  the  town  by  a  fhort  path  fhe  was  acquainted 
with,  and  arrived  at  the  ditches  before  the  ghent 
men,  when  fhe  began  to  moan  and  complain,  fo 
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that  one  of  the  night-guard  going  his  rounds  heard 
her,  and  alked  who  fhe  was.  She  faid  flie  was  a 
poor  woman  who  had  come  to  tell  them  that  a 
body  of  ghent  men  were  clofe  at  hand  ;  and  that 
fhe  had  feen  them  carrying  many  ladders  to  fur- 
prife  Oudenarde  ;  but  now  fhe  had  given  this  in- 
formation file  muftget  away,  for  fhould  they  meet 
her  fhe  would  be  a  dead  woman. 

The  poor  woman  departed,  and  the  m  atch  re- 
mained perfectly  aftonilhed.  He  determined  to 
keep  quiet  where  he  was,  to  fee  if  this  woman 
had  told  truth.  The  ghent  men,  without  horn  or 
trumpet,  were  filently  advancing  to  begin  their 
enterprife :  they  made  not  any  noife  except  by 
talking.  Francis  Atremen  fent  forward  four  of  his 
men,  ordering  them  to  reconnoitre  without  mak- 
ing the  lead  noife  by  coughing  or  otherwife,  and 
report  to  him,  fhould  they  obferve  any  thing. 

They  obeyed  their  orders,  and  Francis  Atre- 
men remained  hid  in  the  marlhes  with  his  men, 
very  near  this  poor  woman,  who  heard  and  fau' 
them  diftindly ;  but  they  did  not  notice  her.  The 
four  men,  advancing  up  to  the  ditches,  neither 
faw  nor  heard  any  thing.  It  was  very  imlucky  ; 
for,  if  they  had  but  feen  a  lighted  candle,  they 
would  have  thought  there  had  been  a  good  watch 
kept.  They  returned  to  Francis,  telling  him  they 
had  not  feen  any  thing,  nor  heard  the  leafl  noife. 

'  I  believe  the  watch  has  gone  his  rounds,'  faid 
Francis,  '  and  is  now  retired  to  bed  :  come,  let  us 
take  this  upper  road  which  leads  to  the  gates,  and 
enter  the  ditches.'     The  good  woman  heard  thefe 
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words ;  and  what  did  flie  do  ?  Why,  flie  inftantly 
returned  by  the  fame  way  as  before,  and  came  to 
the  man  who  was  liftenlng  on  the  walls  and  told 
him  all  fhe  had  heard,  begging  of  him,  for  God's 
fake,  to  be  on  his  guard  and  go  to  the  ghent  gate 
to  fee  if  his  companions  were  in  a  proper  ftate,  for 
very  fliortly  the  ghent  men  would  be  at  their  poft. 
'  I  muft  now  return,'  faid  the  woman,  '  as  I  dare 
not  ftay  longer,  but  I  have  told  you  all  I  have  feen 
and  heard  :  pay  proper  attention  to  it,  for  I  fhall 
not  again  come  to  you  this  night,*  On  faying 
which,  fhe  departed. 

The  man  now  remained  alone,  but  did  not  treat 
the  information  he  had  received  with  indifference. 
He  went  to  the  gate  leading  to  Ghent,  where  he 
found  the  guard  playing  at  dice.  *  Gentlemen,* 
faid  he,  '  have  you  well  faflened  your  gates  and 
your  barriers  ?  for  a  woman  came  to  me  this 
night,  and  gave  me  notice  of  her  having  feen 
a  body  of  ghent  men  marching  hither.*  '  Yes,' 
replied  they  :  '  our  gates  are  fail  enough  :  but  may 
a  fcurvy  night  befal  this  woman  who  has  thus 
alarmed  you  at  fuch  an  hour.  There  probably 
were  cows  and  calves  that  had  got  untied,  and  thefe 
fhe  fancied  to  have  been  ghent  men  coming  hi- 
ther :  they  have  not  any  fuch  intentions.* 

While  this  converfation  was  pafTmg  between  the 
conftable  of  the  watch  and  the  guard  at  the  gate, 
Francis  Atremen  and  his  companions  were  execut- 
ing their  plan :  they  had  got  into  the  ditches, 
which  were  dry,  as  they  had  fifhed  them  this  week, 
and  had   broken   down  a  little  of  the  palifades 
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near  the  wall,  againft  which  they  had  placed  their 
ladders  and  had  entered  the  town.  They  marched 
to  the  market-place  without  any  noife,  and  con- 
tinued fo  until  they  were  all  collefted,  when  they 
met  a  knight,  called  fir  Florens  de  Halle,  lieute- 
nant-governor, u'ho  was  there  on  guard  with 
about  thirty  men  at  arms  of  the  town.  The  ghent 
men  began  to  fhout,  '  Ghent,  Ghent !'  and  to  at- 
tack the  guard,  whom  they  flew,  as  well  as  (ir 
Florens  de  Halle.  Thus  was  Oudenarde  taken. 
You  may  fuppofe  that  the  inhabitants,  who  were 
fleeping  in  their  beds,  were  exceedingly  aftonilhed 
when  they  heard  thefe  fhouts  and  faw  the  town 
taken  by  fcalado  without  having  any  remedy  for 
it.  Iheir  houfes  were  forced  open,  and  thofe 
within  flain ;  for  they  were  fo  fuddenly  furprifed, 
there  was  not  any  help  for  it.  Thofe  who  could 
efcape  did,  leaving  their  houfes  in  a  ftate  of  na- 
kednefs,  and  leaping  over  the  walls,  faved  them- 
felves  by  the  ponds  and  ditches  of  the  town.  None 
of  the  rich  men  could  carry  any  part  of  their 
wealth  with  them,  but  were  happy  if  they  faved  their 
lives.  This  night  great  numbers  were  killed,  or 
drowned  in  the  ponds ;  and  thus  ended  this  expe- 
dition. 

In  the  morning,  when  the  ghent  men  faw  them- 
felves  mailers  of  the  town,  they  fent  out  of  it  all 
the  women  and  children  in  their  fhifts,  or  in  the 
meaneft  drefs  they  had.  In  this  plight  thofe  who 
had  efcaped  got  to  Mons,  Arras,  Conde,  Valen- 
ciennes or  Tournay,  in  the  befl  manner  they 
could. 

News  was  fpread  every  where  of  the  capture  of 
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Oudenarde.  The  inhabitants  of  Ghent  were  greatly 
rejoiced  at  it,  and  faid  that  Francis  Atremen  de- 
fer ved  to  be  highly  prized  for  his  valour.  Francis 
Atremen  remained  governor  of  Oudenarde,  where 
he  gained  great  riches,  with  all  forts  of  ftores, 
which  was  a  fortunate  circumflance  for  the  captors, 
fuch  as  corn  and  wines  of  all  forts.  Every  thing 
fell  into  their  hands,  and  all  the  wealth  which  was 
there  from  France,  Flanders  and  Tournay  ;  but 
whatever  belonged  to  Hainault  was  faved,  nor  was 
any  part  of  that  taken  but  what  was  duly  paid  for. 


CHAP.  LXIIf.' 

AYMERIGOT  MAIlCEL,  AN  ENGLISH  CAPTAIN  ON 
THE  BORDERS  OF  AUVERGKE,  TAKES  BY  STRA- 
TAGEM THE  CASTLE  OF  MAR5EUL. THE  COUN- 
TESS DAUPHINE  RANSOMS  IT  FOR  FIVE  THOU- 
SAND   FRANCS. 

TN  this  fame  week  an  almoft  fimilar  adventure 
happened  in  Auvergne,  where  the  Engllfli  held 
feveral  caftles  bordering  on  the  territories  of  the 
count  dauphin,  and  on  thofe  of  the  bifhops  of  St. 
Flour  and  of  Clermont.  The  Englifh  garrifons 
knew  the  country  of  Auvergne  had  been  drained 
of  men  at  arms,  for  the  greater  part  of  them  were 
with  the  king  of  France  in  Flanders :  they,  in 
confequence,  began  to  lay  plans  for  furprifing 
fomc  of  the  ftrong  places  of  Auvergne.     Aymeri- 
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got  Marcel,  governor  of  Alolfe,  a  handfome  caftle 
lituated  a  league  diftant  from  St.  Flour  *,  fet  oif 
from  his  caftle  at  day-break,  attended  only  by 
thirty  picked  men.  He  marched  filently  for  the 
lands  of  the  count  dauphin,  having  formed  his 
plan  to  take  by  fcalado  the  caflle  of  Marquel 
(which  the  count  dauphin  bears  for  his  arms),  and 
rode  through  woods  and  a  cldfe  country.  Ayme- 
rigot  and  his  men  took  up  their  lodgings  early  in 
a  fmall  wood  near  the  caftie,  where  they  remained 
until  fun-fet,  and  the  garrifon  had  retired  into  the 
caflle:  while  the  governor,  whofe  nanie  was  Gi- 
rardon  Bulffel,  was  at  his  fupper,  the  Englifh, 
who  knew  well  what  they  were  to  do,  affixed  their 
ladders  and  entered  the  caflle  at  their  eafe. 

Thofe  palTing  through  the  court  faw  them 
climbing  over  the  vv^alls,  and  Inftantly  cried  out, 
*  Treafon,  treafon  !'  On  Girardon  hearing  this, 
he  had  not  any  hopes  of  faving  himfelf  but  through 
a  private  pafiage  which  led  from  his  apartment  to 
the  great  tower,  and  which  ferved  as  the  dungeon 
of  the  caflle.  Thither  he  inflantly  retired,  taking 
with  him  the  keys  of  the  gates,  and  fhut  himfelf 
in,  whilfl  Aymerigot  and  hjs  companions  were 
otherwife  employed.  When  they  difcovered  that 
the  governor  had  efcaped  into  tlie  great  tower, 
which  they  were  unable  to  take,  they  faid  they  had 
done  nothing,  and  repented  greatly  having  thu^ 
inclofed  themfelves  ;  for,  the  gates  being  faflened,, 

^  St.  Flour, — a  city  of  Auvergnr,  lituated  on  a   moiintain, 
generality  of  lliom. 
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they  could  not  get  out.  Aymerigot,  having  myfe^ 
a  little,  came  to  the  tower,  and,  addrefling  the 
governor,  faid  ;  '  Girardon,  give  us  the  keys  of 
the  caftle-gate,  and  I  promife  you  we  will  leave  it 
without  doing  any  mifchief  to  the  caflle,'  '  In- 
deed,' replied  Girardon,  '.  but  you  will  carry  off 
all  my  cattle :  how  can  I  believe  you  ?'  *  Give 
me  thy  hand,'  faid  Aymerigot  to  him,  ^  and  I  fwear 
to  thee,  on  my  faith,  that  thou  llialt  not  fuffer  the 
fmalleft  lofs.'  Upon  this  he,  like  a  fool,  came  to 
a  fmall  window  in  the  tower,  and  offered  his  hand 
for  him  to  pledge  his  faith  on  ;  but,  the  moment 
Aymerigot  got  hold  of  it,  he  pulled  it  to  him, 
fqueezing  it  very  hard,  and  called  for  his  dagger, 
fwearing  he  would  flick  his  hand  to  the  wall  unlefs 
he  gave  up  all  his  keys. 

When  Girardon  faw  himfelf  thus  caught,  he  was 
flupified,  as  indeed  he  had  reafon  ;  for  Aymerigot 
would  not  give  up  his  hand  without  nailing  it  to 
the  wall,  unlefs  he  received  the  keys.  With  his 
other  hand,  therefore,  he  gave  the  keys,  for  he 
had  thern  near  him. 

'  Now  fee,'  faid  Aymerigot  to  his  companions, 
when  he  had  got  the  keys,  '  if  I  have  not  well. 
cheated  the  fool :  I  am  equal  to  many  fuch  feats  as 
this.'  They  opened  the  tower-gate,  and,  being 
the  mafters,  put  out  of  the  callle  the  governor  and 
all  who  were  in  it,  without  doing  them  any  other 
harm. 

News  was  carried  to  the  countefs  danphine,  who 
refided  at  a  flrong  caftle  in  the  good  town  of 
Zaides,  a  league  diflant,    hov/  the  Engliih   had 
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won  Marquel.  The  lady  was  much  furprifed,  and 
becaufe  her  lord,  the  dauphin,  was  not  in  the 
country,  fhe  immediately  fent  to  all  the  knights 
and  fquires  who  were  at  home,  to  requeft  they 
would  affift  her  in  recovering  poffeffion  of  her 
caflle.  Knights  and  fquires,  on  hearing  this,  in- 
ftantly  waited  on  the  lady  and  laid  fiege  to  the 
caftle;  but  the  Englifh  were  not  alarmed  and  held 
the  place  for  fifteen  days.  During  this  time  the 
lady  entered  into  a  treaty,  and  Aymerigot  re- 
ceived five  thoufand  francs  in  hard  money,  for 
which  he  and  his  men  furrendered  it  and  returned 
to  his  garrlfon. 

In  another  part  thofe  of  Caluifel,  of  which 
Perrot  le  Brenois  was  captain,  haraffed  much  the 
countries  of  Auvergne  and  Limoufm.  The  Eng- 
hfli  had  at  that  time  upwards  of  fixty  flrong  caftles 
on  the  borders  of  Auvergne,  Limoufm  and  Quercy, 
and  they  could  march  from  fort  to  fort,  even 
unto  Bourdeaux.  But  the  caflle  which  haraffed  the 
country  the  moft,  was  Ventadour*,  one  of  the 
flrongeft  caflles  in  the  world:  the  captain  of  it 
was  a  Breton,  called  Geoffry  Tete-noir.  This 
Qeoffry  was  a  wicked  man,  fherved  mercy  to  none, 
and  would  juft  as  foon  put  to  death  a  knight  or 
fquire  as  a  peafant:  he  held  all  men  fo  cheap,  and 
was  fo  much  feared  by  his  foldiers  that  they  dared 
ijLUt  anger  him. 


*  Ventadour, — a   caflle   in   the   diocele   of  Limoges,    near 
TuU&s. 
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He  maintained  in  this  cadle  full  four  hundred 
men,  whom  he  paid  regularly  every  month ;  and 
the  whole  country  was  under  Tuch  fubjection  and 
awe  of  him,  that  none  dared  to  ride  over  his 
lands.  His  caflle  of  Ventadour  was  more  largely 
fupplied  with  every  fort  of  ftore  than  that  of  any 
lord.  There  were  warehoufes  of  Bruflels  and 
Normandy  cloths,  of  furs,  merceries  and  other 
articles,  which  he  fold  to  his  people,  deducting 
the  prices  from  their, pay.  He  had  (lores  of  fteel, 
iron,  wax,  fpices  and  every  neceflary,  in  as  great 
plenty  as  at  Paris.  Sometimes  he  made  war  on. 
the  Enghfli  as  well  as  on  the  French,  in  order  to 
be  the  more  dreaded  :  and  his  callle  of  Venradour 
was  always  provided  for  a  fiege  of  feven  year<<, 
We  will  now  return  to  the  affairs  of  Flanders. 


CHAP.  LXiy. 

THE    KING    OF    FRANCIS    ORDERS    BOUREOURG    TO    HE 

ATTACKED.' IT     IS     KURRENBERPID     TO     HiM     BY 

CAPITULATION,    WHEN'    THE    ENGLISH    £UIT    FLAN- 
DERS.  HE    THEN    DISBANDS    HIS    ARMY. 

HEN  the  king  of  France  came  before  Bouf* 
bourg,  there  were  never  feen  fuch  fine  men 
^t  arms  nor  fuch  numbers  as  he  had  with  him. 
The  lords  and  their  men  were  all  dr^wn  up,  and 
eager  for  the  attack.     Thofe  who  had  reconnoitred 
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the  place  faid,  it  could  not  hold  out  long ;  but 
that  it  would  coft  dearly  in  men :  and  feveral 
wondered  why  the  attack  was  delayed.  Some 
faid,  that  the  duke  of  Brittany  and  the  earl  of 
Flanders,  who  were  on  the  other  fide  of  the  town, 
were  treating  with  the  Englifh  to  furrender  without 
waiting  for  the  aifault.  On  this  the  Bretons, 
Burgundians,  Normans,  Germans  and  others,  who 
knew  there  w^as  much  wealth  in  th&  place,  which, 
if  taken  by  florm,  would  probably  fall  to, their 
(hare,  were  much  exafperated  at  the  thoughts  of 
a  capitulation,  and  began  to  Ikirmlfh  with  the  in- 
fantry at  the  barriers,  without  waiting  for  orders 
from  the  conflable  or  marflials  of  the  army  :  in- 
deed, they  were  not  few-bidden  to  aiTault  it.  This 
fkirmifh  increafed  fo  much  that  the  French  fet  fire 
to  the  town  by  means  of  fire-arr6ws  and  cannons, 
fo  that  fuch  a  flame  and  fmoke  came  from  the 
houfes  of  Bourbourg  as  might-  have  been  feen 
forty  leagues  off.  The  attack  then  began  with 
fhouts ;  and  fir  William  de  Namur  who,  with  his 
men,  was  in  the  front  ranks,  fought  valiantly. 
Many  gallant  deeds  were  done,  and  the  aifailants 
leaped  cheerfully  into  the  mud  of  the  ditches 
above  the  knees,  when  they  engaged  with  the 
Englifli  at  the  palifade  and  barriers. 

The  garrifon  defended  themfelves  handfomely : 
indeed  they  had  need  of  their  exertions,  for  they 
knew  not  on  which  fide  to  turn  themfelves.  They 
were  attacked  on  all  parts :  and  the  houfes  of  the 
town  were  blazing  with  fire,  which  more  con- 
founded the  Englifli  than  any  thing  elfe.     This, 
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however,  did  not  throw  them  off  their  guard,  ndf 
caufe  thern  to  qui:  their  polls.  Sir  Matthew  Red- 
man and  fir  Nicholas  Drayton,  with  their  men,  in 
the  centre  of  the  town,  endeavoured  to  check  the 
progrefs  of  the  fire  ;  but  it  was  fuch  a  dry  feafon, 
that  the  fmalleft  fpark  fet  the  houfes  in  flames. 
It  is  certain,  that  if  the  attack  had  begun  earher, 
or  had  not  the  night  come  oil  foon,  the  town 
muft  have  been  taken  by  dorm,  but  the  approach 
of  night  put  an  end  to  it.  Sir  WilHam  de  Namur's 
divifion  had  thirty-fix  killed  and  wounded  ;  and 
the  army  loft,  according  to  the  report  of  the 
heralds,  upwards  of  five  hundred.  On  the  attack 
eeafmg,  the  French  retired  to  their  quarters,  to 
attend  the  Tick  and  bury  -the  dead.  They  faid, 
that  on  the  morrow  they  would  renew  the  attack, 
and -it  fhould  be  irrefiftible. 

The  Englifli,  ail  this  Saturday-night,  were  em^ 
ployed  in  repairing  the  palifadoes  which  had-  been 
broken,  in  putting  all  things  in  a  good  ilate,  and 
in  extinguifiiing  the  fires  in  the  town.  Tli^y  were 
in  a  moil  perilous  fituation^  being  furrounded  on 
all  fides,  without  means  of  efcaping  by  flight. 

On  the  Sunday-morning,  when  the  king  had 
lieard  mafs,  it  was  proclaimed  through  the  army, 
that  whoever  fliould  brin^r  a  fa;?:o;ot  to  the  kine's 
tent  fliould  receive  a  halfpenny,  and  .  as  many 
faggots  fo  many  halfpence.  Thele  faggots  were 
intended  to  be  thrown  into  the  ditches,  ib  that 
they  might  refolutely  pafs  over  thenx,  and  engage 
with  the  Englidi,  on  the  Moriday-moriiing  at  the 
paliiadoes.     Upon  thij;  all  the  lower  ranks,  and  the 
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fervants,  began  to  make  faggots  and  carry  them  to 
the  king's  tent,  in  fo  much  that  a  very  large  heap 
of  them  was  made  there. 

Sunday  pafi'ed  without  any  attack.  Some  fay 
that  on  this  day,  and  appearances  confirmed  it, 
the  duke  of  Brittany,  who  was  on  the  oppofite 
fide  of  the  town  to  the  king,  entered  into  nego- 
tiations with  the  EngHik,  aware  of  the  peril  they 
were  in.  He  advifed  them  to  furrender  the  town, 
on  their  lives  and  fortunes  being  fpared.  This  they 
were  very  willing  to  do,  and  they  entreated  the 
duke,  through  love  of  God,  and  in  honour  of  his 
gentility,  to  undertake  the  bufmefs. 

The  duke  fent  information  of  what  he  had  done 
to  the  king,  his  uncles;  the  conflable  of  France, 
the  count  de  St.  Pol  and  to  the  council.  Having 
confidered  how  advifable  it  was  to  gain  all  the 
ftrong  places  in  Flanders,  in  whatever  manner  they 
were  offered  to  be  furrendered,  and  that  to  win 
Bourbourg  they  mufl  renev/  the  attack,  which 
would  coft  them,  probably,  numbers  of  lives ; 
befides,  they  fhould  at  lafl  only  conquer  a  hand- 
ful of  men,  who  would  defend  themfelvee  until 
they  dropped  ;  the  king  of  France  and  his  uncles 
repHed,  that,  in  God's  name,  they  would  willingly 
agree  to  a  treaty,  if  the  duke  of  Brittany  and  the 
conftable  of  France  would  undertake  it.  In  this 
manner  Sunday  pad,  without  any  thing  being 
done.  I  heard  that,  in  the  evening,  on  a  promife 
of  fafety,  John  de  Chuteauneuf,  a  Gafcor,  and 
Remonnet  de  St,  Marc,  came  to  the  tent  of  the 
lord   Guy  de   la  Tremouille  to  play  and   amufe 
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themfelves,  where  they  flaid  all  night.  On  the* 
Monday-morning  they  returned  to  Eourbourg ; 
and  at  their  departure  the  lord  Guy  laid  to  them, 
*  John  and  Rcmannet,  thou  fhalt  both  be  my  pri- 
foners  this  evening.'  They  replied,  they  would 
prefer  being  theirs,  than  belonging  to  any  other 
knight. 

Intelligence  arrived  this  Sunday  of  the  capture 
of  Oudenarde,  which  much  vexed  fir  Gilbert  de 
Lieneghien  the  governor,  as  it  had  been  lofl 
through  his  abfence ;  but  he  was  exculpated  from 
all  blame  by  his  lord  the  earl  of  Flanders,  who 
had  fent  for  him.  The  count  de  Blois  commanded 
the  king's  guard  this  Sunday,  and  every  one 
thought  the  attack  would  be  renewed  on  Monday: 
but  in  the  morning  it  was  proclaimed  through  the 
army,  that  the  king  forbade  any  attack  until  fur- 
ther orders.  This  proclamation  made  every  one 
quiet;  and  feveral  lords  gucfl'ed  that  the  Enghfli 
woi^ld  efcape  by  means  of  a  treaty,  as  the  attack 
was  forbidden. 

After  dinner,  thofe  who  were  to  negotiate  came 
out  of  the  town,  fuch  as  fir  William  Elmham,  fir 
Thomas  Trivet,  fir  Nicholas  Drayton,  fir  Mattheu 
Redman  and  others,  to  the  number  of  fourteen 
knights  and  fquires,  whom  the  duke  of  Brittany, 
the  conilable  of  France  and  the  count  de  St.  Pol, 
conduced  to  the  tent  of  the  king. 

The  king  was  much  pleafed  thereat,  as  he  had 
fcarcely  feen  any  Fnglifli,  except  fir  Peter  Courte- 
nay,  who  had  come  to  iaris  to  fight  with  the  lord 
Guy  de   la  Tremouille,    but   the   king    and   his 
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council  had  made  up  the  quarrcf.  Now,  as  th* 
Kngiifh  had  been  much  renowned  for  gallantry 
and  deeds  of  arms,  the  young  king  of  France 
wifhed  to  fee  them :  and  their  treaty  was  much  the 
better  for  it. 

On  the  Monday  this  negotiation  was  carried  on 
hi  the  king's  tern,  and  in  his  prefence.  There 
were  alfo  prefent  the  dukes  of  Berry,  Burgundy, 
Bourbon,  Brittany,  the  earl  of  Flanders  and  the 
conflable  of  France,  and  no  more.  The  duke  of 
Brittany  was  very  active  in  this  buiinefs  :  and  it 
was  fettled,  that  the  Englilh  il:iouId  depart  from 
Bourbourg  and  Grave] incs,  and  carry  away  with 
them  as  much  of  their  wealth  as  they  could. 

Several  of  the  Bretons,  French,  Normans  and 
Burgundians,  were  much  vexed  at  this  treaty,  for 
they  thought  of  partaking  of  the  fpoils  ;  but  the 
king  and  his  council  had  ordered  it  otherwife. 

After  the  treaty  had  been  figned,  the  Engliili 
took  leave  of  the  king  of  France,  his  uncles,  the 
duke  of  Brittany  and  the  conflable,  and  went  with 
the  count  de  St.  Pol,  who  carried  them  to  fupper 
at  his  houfe,  v/here  he  entertained  them  as  hand- 
fomely  as  he  could  in  fuch  a  {ituation.  After 
fupper  he  had  them  conduced  to  the  gates  of 
Bourbourg,  for  which  they  teflified  to  him  their 
thanks. 

The  whole  of  Tuefday  they  employed  in  flioelng 
their  horfes,  and  in  packing  up  all  their  wealth, 
of  which  they  had  much,  and  in  making  pre. 
parations  for  their  departure.  On  the  VsTednefday- 
morning  they  loaded  their  baggage-horfes  and  be- 
gan 


330 

gan  their  march,  paffing  through  the  army  with 
paflports  from  the  king.  The  Bretons  were  much 
exafperated  when  they  faw  them  fo  loaded  ;  and 
they  treated  very  indifferently  a  few  who  tarried 
behind.  Thus  the  Enghfli  marched  to  GraveHneSj 
•Where  they  halted.  On  the  Thurfday-morning, 
when  they  left  it,  they  fet  fire  to  the  place,  burnt 
it  to  the  ground,  and  arrived  at  Calais  with  all 
their  pillage.  They  jftopped  there  to  refrelli  them- 
felves,  and  to  wait  for  a  favourable  wind  to  return 
to  England. 

The  king  of  France,  and  all  the  lords  of  his 
army  with  their  attendants,  entered  Bourbourg 
on  the  Thurfday-morning,  when  the  Bretons  began 
to  plunder  it,  without  excepting  even  the  church 
of  St.  John  :  in  which  church,  a  pillager  having 
mounted  on  an  altar,  with  the  intent  of  forcing 
out  a  precious  ftone  that  was  in  the  crown  of  an 
image  made  to  reprefent  the  perfon  of  oar  Lady, 
the  image  turned  about,  and  the  pillager  in  his 
fright  fell  from  the  altar  and  was  inftantly  ftruck 
dead.  This  is  a  certain  truth,  for  many  perfons 
were  witneifes  of  it.  Shortly  afterwards,  another  pil- 
lager came  with  a  fimllar  intent  of  robbing  the 
image;  but  all  the  bells  began  a  peal  without  any 
one  touching  them,  for  no  one  could  have  rung 
them,  the  bell -ropes  being  drawn  up  and  faftened. 

On  account  of  thefe  miracles,  the  church  was 
vifited  by  crowds*  The  king  made  a  handfome 
prefent  to  it,  as  did  all  the  lords,  fo  that  the  amount 
of  their  gifts  was  upv/ards  of  three  thoufand  francs. 

On  Tuefday,  the  army  began  to  decamp,  and 

the 
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the  king  and  coiiHable  gave  perniilTion  to  feveral 
of  the  men  at  arms  to  return  home.  The  king 
thanked  thofe  who  had  come  from  diflant  parts, 
and  in  a  particular  manner  the  duke  of  Bavaria 
and  the  count  of  Savoy,  who  had  come  from  fuch 
a  diilance  to  ferve  him.  Each  lord  now  returned 
home,  and  the  king  went  to  France  ;  but  the 
duke  of  Burgundy  (laid  a  fhort  time  Vv'ith  his  father 
in  law  the  earl  of  Flanders,  to  regulate  his  affairs, 
and  refided  at  St.  Omer. 

The  lord  de  Coucy,  with  many  knights  and 
fquires  from  Ponthieu,  Vimeu  and  Picardy,  en- 
tered Gravelines  when  the  Englifli  had  left  it,  re- 
paired and  greatly  ilrengthened  it,  and  made  it  ?l 
garrifon  as  a  frontier  to  Calais, 

The  countries  of  Furnes,  Dunkirk,  Dixmude 
and  Nieuport  were  by  degrees  re-peopled.  They. 
had  lofl  every  thing  by  this  v/ar,  but  they  now 
begaa  fomewhat  to  recover  themfelves. 
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CHAP.  LXV. 

THE  BISHOP  OF  NORV/ICH  AND  THOSE  WHO  ACCOH-i 
I'AMED  HIM  IN  HIS  EXPEDITION  ARE  BAPLY 
RECEIVED  ON  THEIR  KETUHN  TO  ENGLAND. — ^ 
CERTAIN  GREAT  PERSONAGES  ARE  DEPUTED  TO 
NEGOTIATE    A    PEACE     OR     TRUCE    BEIWEEN    THE- 

KINGS    OF    FRANCE    AND    ENGLAND. THE    DUKE 

OF    BAVARIA    DIES. 


OU  mufl  know  that  the  duke  of  Lancafter 
was  not  very  forry  this  expedition  of  the  bifliop 
of  Norwich  had  failed,  for  by  it  his  intended 
voyage  to  Spain  and  Portugal  had  been  fruftrated. 
When  thefe  knights  returned  to  England,  they 
were  attacked  by  the  common  people,  who  told 
them  they  had  behaved  very  badly  in  their  ex- 
pedition, for,  from  the  profperity  they  had  been 
bleffed  with  at  the  beginning,  they  ought  to  have 
conquered  all  Flanders. 

Sir  Thomas  Trivet  and  fir  William  Elmhant 
were  more  blamed  than  the  reft  j  but  fir  Hugh 
Calverley  was  not  any  way  found  fault  with,  either 
by  the  king's  council  or  the  populace,  for  they  well 
knew,  that  if  they  had  paid  attention  to  what  he 
had  advifed,  the  event  would  have  been  more  to 
their  honour. 

They  laid  to  their  charge,  that  they  had  fold 
Bourbourg  and  Gravelines  to  the  king  of  France, 

which 


333 

which  exafperated  the  people  to  a  great  degree, 
^nd  they  were  at  one  time  in  danger  of  their  Hves, 
The  king  ordered  thefe  two  knights  to  be  con- 
fined in  the  tower  of  London,  and  during  the 
time  of  their  imprifonment  the  country  was  quieted; 
on  their  liberation,  they  threw  themfelves  on  the 
king's  mercy*. 

At  this  time,  negotiations  were  fet  on  foot  to 
conclude  a  truce  between  England  and  France, 
in  which  the  ghent  men  were  to  be  included,  to 
the  great  difpleafure  of  the  earl  of  Flanders  ;  but 
he  could  not  help  it.  When  the  army  decamped 
from  Bourbourg,  the  duke  of  Brittany  remained 
with  his  coufm  the  earl  of  Flanders  at  St.  Omer, 
and  was  defirous  that  a  long  peace  or  truce  lliould 
be  eflablifhed  between  his  lawful  lord,  the  king 
of  France,  and  the  king  of  England.  In  order  to 
make  a  beginning  to  fuch  bufmefs,  he  had  men- 
tioned the  fubjecl  to  fome  of  the  englifh  knights, 
on  the  Monday,  when  they  were  in  the  king's 
tent  before  Bourbourg ;  v/hich  knights  had  pro- 


*  Writs  were  iffued  to  the  iheriffs  of  London,  Somerfet, 
Dorfet,  ElTex,  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  to  levy  on  the  goods  of 
fir  W.  Elmham,  for  3080  golden  francs, — fir  W.  de  Farndon, 
1400  ditto, — fir  Thomas  Trivet,  1400  ditto,— fir  HcHry  de 
Ferrers,  6080  ditto, — Robert  Fitzrauf,  300  ditto. 

They  were  alio  to  be  taken  into  cuflody  ;  but  no  mention  is 
made  of  the  tower  of  London. 

Hobert  de  Foulmer,  clerk,  treafurer  to  the  bidiop  of  Nor- 
wich, was  alfo  imprifoned,  and  5000  golden  francs  levied  on 
his  goods. 

Dated  6th  March,— pardoned  Uth  May. Rymer,  ann. 

i3§-i,  ann.  7.  Ric.  IL 
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mifed,  on  their  arrival  in  Kngland,  to  propofe  it 
to  the  king,  his  uncles  and  his  council.  However, 
to  fliew  that  this  matter  was  quite  agreeable  to 
him,  and  that  he  was  anxious  about  it,  he  fent 
two  of  his  knights  to  England  under  good  palT- 
ports. 

Thefe  knights,  the  lord  de  la  Houfiaye  and  the 
lord  de  Mailly,  managed  matters  fo  welj  that  the 
duke  of  Lancafler,  the  earl  of  Buckingham,  the 
bifhop  of  Hereford,  the  lord  John  Holland,  brother 
to  the  king,  the  lord  Thomas  Percy  and  others  of 
the  king's  council  were  ordered  to  Calais,  having 
full  powers  from  the  king  of  England  to  conclude 
a  peace  or  truce,  according  to  their  pleafure. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  came  to  Boulogne 
the  duke  of  Berry,  the  duke  of  Burgundy,  the 
bifliop  of  Laon  and  the  chancellor  of  France, 
having  alfo  full  powers  from  the  king  of  France 
and  his  council  to  conclude  either  a  peace  or  truce. 
When  aflembled  at  Calais  and  Boulogne,  they 
were  delayed  a  fhort  time  by  the  non-arrival  of  th2 
deputies  from  Spain ;  for  the  French  would  not 
enter  into  any  treaty  that  did  not  at  the  fame  time 
include  the  Spaniards.  At  lall,  a  bilhop,  a  dean 
and  two  knights  arrived  on  the  part  of  the  king  of 
Spain. 

As  they  were  not  empowered  on  either  fide  to 
grant  paflports,  that  the  negotiators  from  France 
might  come  to  Calais,  or  the  Englifli  go  to  Bou- 
logne, it  was  fettled  between  them,  that  the  con- 
ference fliould  be  transferred  to  a  village  that  had 
a  church,    half  way  between  the^e  two   towns, 
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above  Bulffem*,  called  Bolmgesf.  Thither  all 
the  parties  went,  and  the  lords,  with  their  council, 
were  together  for  many  days.  The  duke  of  Brit- 
tany and  the  earl  of  Flanders  were  prefent,  and 
the  great  tent  of  Bruges  was  pitched,  wherein  the 
earl  entertained  at  dinner  the  duke  of  Lancafler, 
the  earl  of  Buckingham  and  the  other  engliili 
lords.  Each  negotiator  kept  up  a  grand  flate  ; 
but,  notwithftanding  there  were  many  conferences 
holden,  yet  they  could  not  agree  upon  a  peace, 
for  the  French  wanted  the  Englifli  to  give  up 
Calais,  Guines,  and  all  the  fortrelfes  which  they 
pofleffed  in  Normandy,  Brittany,  Poitou,  Saintonge 
and  la  Rochelle,  as  far  as  the  river  Garonne. 

But  the  Engliili  would  not  any  way  liflen  to 
fuch  a  propofal  ;  nor  would  they  ever  confent  to 
give  back  fuch  places  as  Calais,  Guines,  Cher- 
bourg or  Bred.  Thefe  conferences  lafted  three 
weeks,  in  which  they  or  their  councils  difcuifed 
thefe  matters  daily. 

At  this  period,  the  gallant  duke  Winceflaus  of 
Bohemia  departed  this  life.  In  the  town  of  Lux- 
embourg :  he  was  in  his  time  magnificent,  blythe, 
prudent,  amorous  and  polite  ;  and,  when  he  died, 
it  was  faid  that  the  prince  of  the  highefl  birth,  of 
the  mofl  noble  blood,  and  moft  numeroufly  and 
honourably  connefted  was  gone.  God  have  mercy 
on  his  Ibul  i  He  lies  buried  in  the  abbey  of  Vau- 
cler,    near   Luxembourg.      The   lady  Jane,    his 


*  Probably  what  Is  now  Haut  Buiiron, 

f  Q,  If  not  BoUinghem,  now  a  village  near  Boulogne, 

duchefs 
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duchefs,  remained  a 'widow,  and  never  had  any 
jnciination  to  marry  again.  All  who  loved  the 
duke  were  exceedingly  coRcerned  at  his  death. 


CHAP.   LXYI. 

DURING     THESE     CONFERENCES      THE     GHENT      MEN 

INSULT    /TOURNAY. A      TRUCE      IS      CONCLUDED 

BETWEEN    THE   KINGS   OF  FRANCE  AND  ENGLAND 
AND    THEIR    ALLIES. 

"ITyE  win  now  return  to  the  conferences  which 
were  holding  between  the  lords  ot  France 
and  England,  half  way  between  Calais  and 
Boulogne,  at  the  before-mentioned  village.  Neither 
fide  feemed  willing  to  accommodate  the  other. 
Some  faid  it  was  owing  folely  to  the  earl  of 
Flanders,  at  the  inftigation  of  the  town  of  Bruges, 
who  would  not  confent  that  the  ghent  men  Ihould 
be  included  in  the  treaty.  This  the  Englifli  re- 
fented,  and  of  courfe  the  treaty  was  flopped  ;  for 
they  had  formed  fo  flrong  a  conneclion  with 
Ghent,  that  they  would  not  conclude  a  peace 
unlefs  that  place  were  included.'  They  had  fvvorn 
to  obferve  this  during  the  time  they  v^^ere  together 
at  Calais,  and  this  compa6l  frequently  interrupted 
the  negotiations. 

Since  there  feemed   no  probability  of  a  foUd 
peace  being  made,  they  propofed  a  truce,  and  on 

this 
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this  ground  the  conferences  were  continued.  The 
ear!  of  Flanders  would  willingly  have  had  Ghent 
excluded,  and  remain  in  a  ftate  of  war,  but  the 
Englifh  abfolutely  refufed  to  confent,  fo  that  a  truce 
was  made  to  comprehend  Ghent,  and  every  thing 
was  to  remain  in  its  prefent  fituation,  without  any 
furrender  of  forts :  Oudenarde  and  Gravelines 
therefore  belonged  to  Ghent. 

Notwithftanding  the  conferences,  the  ghent  men. 
in  garrifon  at  Oudenarde  marched  to  Tournay, 
burnt  the  fuburbs,  and  returned  back  in  fafety 
with  their  pillage.  About  Chriftmas  the  ghent 
men  went  and  received  the  rents  of  the  lord 
d'Eflournay  in  his  own  town,  which  made  him 
very  melancholy ;  and  he  fwore  to  God,  that  if 
he  would  be  pies  fed  to  affifl;  him,  whatever  treaty 
or  agreement  ihould  be  made  between  the  country 
of  Flanders  and  thefe  men,  he  would  never  pay 
any  attention  to  it,  but  would  continue  the  war 
againft  them  to  the  utmofl:  of  his  power,  for  they 
had  robbed  him  of  his  inheritance.  He  was  igno* 
rant  how  he  fhould  live,  if  his  friends  In  Bra- 
bant did  not  affiil  him,  fo  completely  had  they 
plundered  him. 

With  fome  difficulty,  the  lords  who  had  held 
fo  many  conferences  at  Bolinges  concluded  a  truce 
be:ween  the  kings  of  Fiance  and  England  and 
their  allies.  On  the  part  of  France  was  included 
all  Spain,  as  v/ell  as  Scotland.  The  king  of 
France  bound  himfelf  to  fend  notice  of  this .  truce 
to  the  king  and  barons  of  Scotland  as  fpeedily  as 
poflible  ;  and  the  bearers  of  this  information  were 
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to  have  paflports  for  their  fafety,  in  going  to  and 
returning  from  Scotland  through  England. 

On  the  part  of  the  Englifli  were  included  all 
their  allies  and  adherents,  wherefoever  they  might 
be.  Ghent  was  exprefsly  mentioned  in  all  their 
deeds,  to  the  great  difpleafure  of  the  earl  of  Flan- 
ders. This  truce  was  to  lafl  until  the  Michaelmas 
of  the  year  1384:  and  thefe  commiffioners  were 
to  fee  that  the  articles  were  duly  obferved,  having 
full  powers  to  enforce  them.  Public  afts  were 
made  of  each  different  article  for  the  better  ob- 
fervance  of  tliem ;  and  the  lords  prefent  fwore 
they  fhould  all  be  loyally  kept,  and  in  no  way 
infringed. 


CHAP.  LXVII. 

THE  EARL  Or  FLANDERS  DIES. — THE  CEREMONY 
OF  HIS  FUNERAL. 

r^N  the  conference  breaking  up,  the  french  lords 
returned  to  France,  and  the  englifh  lords  to 
Calais.  The  duke  of  Brittany  went  back  to  his 
duchy,  and  the  earl  of  Flanders  to  St.  Omer. 
Shortly  after,  he  was  taken  fo  ill  that  he  died.  It 
was  ordered  that  he  fhould  be  bu<ried  in  the  church 
of  St.  Peter  in  Lille.  The  earl  departed  this  life 
on  the  2oth  day  of  January,  in  the  year  1383,  and 
his  body  was  carried  to  Los,  an  abbey  near  to 
Lille.    The  body  of  the  countefs  his  lady,  who 

had 
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had  died  five  years  before  in  the  county  of  Rethel^ 
was  alfo  brought  thither,  and  from  thence  to  Lille, 
where  they  were  interred  together  in  the  church 
of  St.  Peter. 

I  will  now  relate  the  arrangement  of  this  cere- 
mony, and  the  manner  in  which  it  was  conduced, 
and  defcribe  the  order  of  proceffion  at  the  funeral 
of  the  earl  and  couatefs  of  Flanders,  whofe  bodies 
had  been  carried  to  Los,  an  abbey  near  Lille* 
When  they  were  about  to  enter  Lille,  a  great  num- 
ber of  lords  from  France,  Flanders,  Hainault  and 
Brabant,  who  had  arrived  there  the  eve  of  the 
funeral,  were  to  meet  the  body  at  the  gate  of  the 
invalids,  and  to  carry  it  through  the  town  to  the 
church  of  St.  Peter.  They  were  to  be  armed  as 
for  war,  as  well  as  their  fquires  who  fupported 
them. 

Sir  John  Haluin  was  nearefl:  the  body,  fup- 
ported by  Engutrrand  de  Volemie,  and  Roger  de 
I'Efpierre  :  then  the  lord  de  la  Marque,  fupported 
by  John  de  I'Efpierre,  and  the  lord  Saufee  de  Fre- 
tin ;  the  lord  de  Mauvis,  fupported  by  Godfrey 
de  Noille,  and  Henry  de  la  Vacquerie.  The 
names  of  thofe  appointed  to  the  convoy  were,  fir 
Peter  de  Bailleu^,  near  the  body,  fupported  by 
Guyot  de  Lompre,  and  John  Louis  lord  of  Lam- 
berticourt :  fir  Sohier  de  Gand  advanced  before 
fir  Peter  de  Bailleuf,  fupported  by  Hugart  de 
C^inghen,  and  by  Michael  de  la  Quarrie :  fir 
John  du  Moulin  advanced  before  fir  Sohier  de 
Gand,  fupported  by  John  de  Quinghen  and  Hau- 
bequin  le  marefchal.     Next  followed  the  banners 
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of  the  bier ;  firfl,  fir  Francis  de  Hafurquerque  and 
fir  Gouflain  le  Sauvage  in  front ;  fir  Lancelot  de 
la  Perfonne  before  fir  Gouflain,  and  fir  John  de  la 
Helle  before  fir  Lancelot  de  la  Perfonne.  Thofe 
who  bore  the  banners  of  the  bier  and  convoy  came 
next,  fir  Matthew  de  Hunieres,  and  before  him 
fir  John  de  Helles;  lord  des  Aveaux  and  fir  Cier- 
chelart  de  la  Barre  before  the  above  named  lord 
des  Aveaux  ;  and  fir  John  de  Paris  before  Cier- 
chelart.  The  names  of  thofe  barons  who  affifled 
to  carry  the  corpfe  of  the  earl  from  the  gate  of  the 
invalids,  in  proceflion  through  the  town  of  Lille, 
to  the  church  of  St.  Peter  :  firft,  fir  John  de  Vi- 
enne,  admiral  of  France,  on  the  right,  and  the 
lord  de  Guiftelles  on  the  left ;  fir  Valeran  de  Ra- 
venal  on  the  right,  the  caftellan  de  Difquenieu  on 
the  left;  the  lord  d'Eflournay  on  the  right,  and 
fir  Anfel  de  Salins  on  the  left. 

Thofe  barons  who  aflifted  in  bearing  the  corpfe 
of  the  countefs  of  Flanders  from  the  gate  of  St. 
Ladre  to  the  church  of  St.  Peter  were,  the  lord 
de  Sully  on  the  right,  and  the  lord  de  Chadllon 
on  ,the  left  fide  of  the  body ;  fir  Guy  de  Pon- 
talliers,  marfhal  of  Burgundy,  on  the  right,  fir 
Guy  de  Guiftelles  on  the  left ;  then  fir  Henry  du 
Going  on  the  right,  and  the  caftellan  of  Furnes 
on  the  left. 

I  fliall  now  mention  the  regulations  on  the  day 
of  the  obfequies,  which  were  performed  in  the 
church  of  St.  Peter,  the  names  of  thofe  prcfent, 
as  well  as  of  the  fquires  who  fupported  the  iliields 
during  the  whole  mafs,  until  the  offertory :  firft, 
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the  duke  of  Burgundy  by  himfelf,  and  the  firjfl 
ihfeld  was  borne  before  him,  which  fhield  was  fup- 
ported  by  the  lord  de  Ravenel,  by  the  lord  de  la 
Gouneufe,  by  Labequin,  de  la  Coutre,  and  by 
John  de  Pontalliers  brother  to  the  marflial  of 
Burgundy. 

The  fecond  fhield  was  borne  before  my  lord 
John  of  Artois,  count  d'Eu,  and  the  lord  Philip 
de  Bar,  by  Valeran  de  la  Sale  and  Lefclaus  d'An- 
nequin.  Next  followed  the  count  de  la  Marche 
and  the  lord  Philip  d'Artois  j  the  fhield  was  borne 
by  Gillon  de  Labert  and  Robin  de  Florigny, 
Then  came  fir  Robert  de  Namur,  and  with  him 
his  nephew  fir  William  de  Namur :  the  fliield  was  . 
borne  by  Chaux  Bernard  and  Girard  de  Sternaille. 

The  Ihields  of  the  convoy  :  the  lord  d*Anghien, 
and  with  him  fir  John  de  Namur  ;  the  fhield  car- 
ried by  Aillart  de  Ponthees  and  Henry  de  'Moucy. 
Next  followed  fir  Efne  de  Chatillon,  and  the  lord 
de  Fere ;  the  fhield  fupported  by  John  de  Heluin 
and  Edward  de  Caflron  ;  then  the  lord  d'Ancoing 
and  the  lord  de  Guiflelles :  the  fhield-bearers  were 
Triflan  de  Landres  and  John  du  Beart ;  then  the 
lord  de  Moriennes  and  the  lord  de  Silly :  the  fhield 
borne  by  Frefingue  and  by  Damas  de  Bucy. 

Then  came  thofe  who  were  to  make  offerings  of 
the  war-horfes  of  the  earl :  firfl,  my  lord  de  Cha- 
tillon and  fir  Simon  de  Lalain,  bailiff  of  Hain- 
ault.  Thefe  lords  were  on  foot,  and  the  horfe 
was  armed  and  caparifoned  j  with  the  fecond  horfe 
were  fir  Valeran  de  Ravenal  and  the  caflellan  de 
Dixmude :  with  the  third,  fir  Hugh  de  Melun  and 
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the  lord  d'Aucy:  the  lord  de  Burnel  and  the  lord 
dc  Brumeu  were  with  the  fourth  horfe. 

Then  came  thofe  who  were  to  offer  the  fleeds  of 
the  convoy  :  firft,  fir  Henry  d*,Ancoing  and  fir 
Gerard  de  Guiftelles ;  with  the  fecond,  the  lord 
de  Montigny  and  the  lord  de  Rafenghien ;  the 
lord  de  la  Haurade  and  the  caftellan  de  Fumes 
were  with  the  third ;  and  the  fourth  had  the  lord 
de  Saugmelles  and  fir  Rowland  de  la  Cheque. 

Next  came  thofe  who  were  to  offer  the  earl's 
fwords  of  war  ;  my  lord  admiral  of  France  bore 
the  firft,  the  lord  de  Rary  the  fecond,  the  marfhal 
of  Burgundy  the  third,  the  lord  de  Saint  Py  the 
fourth.  The  names  of  thofe  who  offered  the 
fwords  of  the  convoy  :  fir  William  de  Ponthieu 
bore  the  firfl:,  fir  William  de  la  Trimouille  the  fe- 
cond, the  caftellan  of  Ypres  the  third,  and  fir  Guy 
de  Hancourt  the  fourth. 

Then  came  thofe  who  offered  the  war-helmets  of 
the  earl ;  the  lord  de  Mailly  bore  the  firft  ;  the  fe- 
cond was  borne  by  fir  William  de  Homes  and  fir 
Anfel  de  Salins ;  fir  John  Doppem  and  the  caftel- 
lan of  St.  Omer  had  the  third  ;  and  fir  Guy  de 
Guiftelles  and  le  Galois  d'Aunoy  the  fourth. 

The  helmets  of  the  convoy  were  borne  and  of- 
fered as  follows :  the  firft  by  fir  Joffe  de  Hallain 
and  fir  Oliver  de  Guffy  ;  the  fecond  by  the  lord 
d'Yfebobecque  and  the  lord  de  Lalain  *;  the  fourth 
by  fir  Triftan  du  Bois  and  fir  John  de  Jumont. 

Then  came  thofe  who  offered  the  banners  of 
^ar :  the  lord  de  Liftrenaille  offered  the  firft,  fir 
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Leoncel  d'Airainnles  the  fecond,  fir  Giles  de  ia 
Gouneufe  the  third,  and  fir  John  de  Luifolom  the 
fourth.  The  banners  of  the  convoy  were  next  of- 
fered: the  firfl  by  fir  Orengois  de  Rely,  the 
third*  by  fir  John  de  Difqueniue  and  the  fourth 
by  fir  Vilaines  de  la  Cheque. 

Thofe  who,  after  the  obfequies  were  ended,  laid 
the  body  of  the  earl  of  Flanders  in  the  earth  were, 
fir  John  de  Vienne  admiral  of  France,  the  lord  de 
Guiftelle,  fir  Valeran  de  Ravenal,  the  caftellan 
de  Dixmude,  the  lord  de  Ray  and  fir  Anfel  de 
Sahns. 

Thofe  who  interred  the  body  of  the  countefs, 
confort  to  the  earl,  were,  fir  Guy  de  la  Trimouille, 
the  lord  de  Chatillon,  the  fenefchal  of  Burgundy, 
the  lord  Gerard  de  Guiftelles,  fir  Henry  d  An- 
toing  and  the  caftellan  of  Fumes. 

It  fhould  be  obferved,  that  all  who  officially  had 
entered  the  church  of  St.  Peter  at  Lille,  with  the 
corpfe  in  the  evening,  remained  there  until  the 
mafs  of  the  morrow,  as  well  thofe  knights  who 
were  armed  as  thofe  who  bore  the  banners  and  the 
fquires  who  led  the  horfes. 

There  were  about  four  hundred  men,  clothed  in 
black,  appointed  to  carry  the  body  of  the  earl  and 
countefs  of  Flanders,  through  Lille,  to  the  church 
of  St.  Peter,  and  each  of  them  bore  a  torch  in  his 
hand.  Thefe  four  hundred  men  held  their  torches 
on  the  morrow  in  the  church  during  mafs,  and 
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they  were  all  of  them  officers  in  the  principal  towns 
or  of  the  earl's  houfehold. 

The  archbifhop  of  Rhelms  celebrated  the  mafs, 
affifled  by  the  bifhops  of  Paris,  Tournay,  Cam- 
bray  and  Arras,  and  likewife  by  five  abbots. 
There  were  in  the  church,  during  the  obfequies, 
feven  hundred  candles,  or  thereabouts,  and  each 
candle  weighed  one  pound.  On  the  catafalque 
were  five  banners :  in  the  centre,  the  banner  of 
Flanders ;  on  the  right,  that  of  Artois ;  on  the 
left,  lower  down,  that  of  Boulogne ;  the  fourth 
of  Nevers,  and  the  fifth  of  Rethel.  The  cata- 
falque was  emblazoned  on  the  right  fide  with  the 
fcutcheons  of  Flanders,  and  on  the  left  with  thofe 
of  Flanders  and  Brabant.  Down  the  church  were 
twelve  hundred  and  twenty-fix  candles,  fimilar  to 
thofe  around  the  bodies. 

There  was  not  any  lady  or  damfel  prefent  on  the 
part  of  the  duke  or  duchefs  of  Burgundy  except 
the  lady  of  the  governor  of  Lille. 

A  magnificent  dinner  was  provided,  and  every 
knight  and  fquire  were  gratuitoufly  entertained  the 
day  and  night  of  the  obfequies ;  and  all  the  black 
cloth  they  had  worn  was  given  to  them. 

After  this  ceremony,  they  all  returned  to  their 
homes. 

The  duke  of  Burgundy  placed  in  the  garrifons 
and  towns  in  Flanders,  knights  and  fquires,  not- 
withftanding  the  truce  which  had  been  made  be- 
tween France  and  England,  and  between  their  al- 
ties,  for  every  one  was  on  his  guard.     The  duke  of 
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Burgundy  then  returned  '■o  France,  but  the  ladjr- 
^iuchefs  remained  a  confiderabie  time  in  Artois. 


CHAP.  LXVIII. 

THE    EARLS    OF    NORTHUMBERLAND     AND     NOTTING- 
HAM   RAISE    A    BODY    OF    ENGLISH    TO    MAKE    AN 

EXCURSION  INTO  SCOTLAND. AxMBASSADORS  ARE 

SENT  FROM  FRANCE  TO  SCOTLAND,  TO  NOTIFY 
THE  TRUCES  WHICH  HAD  BEEN  MADE  BETWEEN 
FRANCE    AND    ENGLAND. 

"V'OU  have  before  heard  how  the  lords  of  France 
who  had  attended  the  conferences  in  Bolingc 
had  engaged  on  their  departure  to  notify  the  truces 
that  had  been  made  between  them  and  the  EngHfli, 
to  the  Scots  and  to  the  king  of  Scotland,  fo  that 
any  mifunderftanding  Ihould  be  prevented  between 
the  two  countries. 

The  council  of  France,  however^^  lo  fay  the 
truth,  did  not  ufe  all  the  diligence  they  fhould 
have  done;  for  they  were  to  have  fent  inftant  in- 
formation of  this  truce,  which  they  did  not  do.  I 
know  not  how  this  happened,  except  it  were  ow- 
ing to  the  duke  of  Burgundy  being  fo  much  en- 
gaged by  the  death  of  his  father-in-law  the  earl  of 
Flanders,  and  taken  up  with  the  bufmefs  of  his 
obfequies,  as  you  have  heard  related.  He  likewife 
did  not  imagine  the  Enghlh  would  have  a6ted  as 
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they  did  ;  for,  foon  after  Eafler,  the  earls  of  North- 
umberland and  Nottingham,  and  the  barons  of 
Northumberland,  colleded  a  body  of  about  two 
thoufand  lances  and  fix  thoufand  archers,  with 
which  they  marched  by  Berwick  and  Roxburgh, 
and  entered  Scotland, 

They  burnt  all  the  lands  of  the  earl  of  Douglas 
and  of  the  lord  Lindfay,  and  left  nothing  unmo- 
lefled  as  far  as  Edinburgh.  The  barons  of  Scot- 
land were  not  apprifed  of  this  invafion,  and  took 
tlie  affair  much  to  heart,  faying  they  would  re- 
venge it  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power.  They 
added,  that  the  Engliili  ought  to  have  been  at 
peace  with  them  according  to  what  had  been  re- 
ported of  the  truce ;  but  they  knew  not  this  for 
certain,  as  in  fad  it  had  not  at  that  time  been  no- 
tified to  them;  and  they  well  knew  that  they  had 
not  entered  into  any  treaty  with  the  Englifh.  The 
war  was  thus  begun ;  and  they  had  fuffered  in  the 
lirfl  inftance  from  it,  which  greatly  difpleafed 
them. 

Intelligence  foon  fpreads  abroad.  It  was  known 
in  Flanders,  particularly  at  Sluys,  from  fome  mer- 
chants who  had  failed  from  Scotland,  that  the 
Engliih  had  invaded  that  country,  and  that  king 
Robert  and  his  barons  were  coUeding  a  numerous 
force  to  engage  the  Engliih.  It  was  alfo  known  in 
France  that  the  Engliih  had  taken  the  field,  and 
they  fald  among  themfelves  that  a  battle  muft  be 
the  confequence. 

The  dukes  of  Berry  and  Burgundy,  and-  the 
king's   council,    hearing   this  news,  faid  it  was 
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foollfhiy  done  not  to  have  notified  the  truce  to 
Scotland,  according  to  their  promife.  It  was  then, 
ordered  by  the  king,  his  uncles  and  his  council^ 
that  fir  Hemart  de  Maffe,  a  very  prudent  knight, 
fhould  go  to  Scotland,  properly  authorifed,  and 
with  him  fir  Peter  de  Flam  el ;  and  a  ferjeant  at 
arms  of  the  king,  who  was  of  the  Scots  nation, 
and  called  Janequin  Champenois,  was  likewife  or- 
dered to  attend  them,  becaufe  he  was  acquainted 
with  the  country  and  underftood  the  language. 

While  thefe  ambafladors  were  making  their  pre- 
parations, and  the  Englifli  overrunning  Scotland,  the 
news  of  which  was  fpoken  of  every  where,  feveral 
men  at  arms  from  France  who  had  fixed  their  refi- 
dence  at  Sluys,  not  knowing  where  to  offer  their 
fervices,  as  a  tru  e  was  now  eftablifhed  between 
Flanders  and  England,  refolved  to  go  to  Scotland. 
They  heard  the  news  of  this  war  between  Scot- 
land and  England  ;  and  it  was  confidently  faid  at 
Sluys^j  that  an  engagement  muft  very  foon  take 
place.  1  hefe  men  at  arms,  fuch  as  fir  Geoftry  de 
Charny,  fir  John  de  Plailfy,  fir  Hugh  de  Boulon, 
fir  Sainge  de  Villiers,  fir  Gamier  de  Libourne,  fir 
Gamier  de  Gulfangin,  fir  Odin  de  Motin,  fir  Ro- 
bert de  Campignen,  James  de  Montfort,  John  de 
Heluin,  John  de  Mellez,  Michael  de  la  Barre, 
William  Gobart,  heard  this  information  vi'ith  plea- 
fure :  they  might  amount  to  about  thirty  men  at 
arms,  knights  and  fquires. 

In  order  to  advance  their  renown,  they  had  de- 
termined among  themfelves,  fince  they  knew  not 
phere  to  offer  their  arms,  to  hire  a  veffel  and  feek 
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for  adventures  with  the  Scots.  This  refolution  they 
foHowed,  and,  having  embarked  all  their  arms  and 
baggage,  they  themfelves  went  on  board  and  fet 
fail  from  Sluys  as  foon  as  the  wind  became  fa- 
vourable. 

They  left  their  hcrfes  behind,  on  account  of  the 
dangers  of  the  fea  and  the  length  of  the  voyage : 
befides,  the  mariners  who  conducted  them  knew 
they  could  not  land  at  Edinburgh,  Dunbar,  nor 
any  of  the  adjoining  ports,  on  account  of  the  en- 
glifh  fleet,  with  the  purveyances  which  followed 
the  army,  being  mailers  of  all  the  havens. 

About  this  time  the  ambaffadors  from  France 
arrived  In  England,  and  waited  on  the  king  and  his 
uncles,  who  entertained  them  handfomely.  They 
diflembled  a  little  the  firfl  day,  becaufe  they  knew 
a  war  was  carrying  on  in  Scotland:  but,  on  hear- 
ing their  people  had  finifhed  the  bufmefs,  they  hall- 
ened  the  melTengers  from  France,  fir  Hemart  de 
Maife  and  the  others,  and,  for  their  greater  fecu- 
rity,  ordered  fome  of  the  Idng's  heralds  to  attend 
ihem  through  England,  and  to  have  all  towns  and 
cafties  opened  to  receive  them.  This  being  ar- 
ranged, they  fet  out  on  their  embafly. 

The  french  knights  who  had  failed  from  Sluys, 
by  coafting  the  fhores  of  Holland  and  England, 
and  carefully  avoiding  the  englifh  fleets,  arrived 
fafely  at  a  fmall  fea-port  in  Scotland  called  Mon- 
flres  *.    The  Scots  who  lived  in  the  town,  hearing 

that 
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phical Illultralions  of  Scottifti  Hiftory,  tranflates  it  Mclrofej 
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lliat  the  paflengers  were  Frenchmen  come  thither 
to  feek  for  deeds  of  arms,  (hewed  them  great  klnd- 
nefs,  and  fuppHed  them  with  every  neceffary  to  the 
utmoft  of  their  power.  When  thefe  knights  and 
fquires  had  refrefhed  themfelves  for  two  days,  and 
had  gained  fufficient  intelligence,theyfetout,  mount- 
ed on  hackneys  and  rode  to  Dundee,  from  whence, 
continuing  their  journey  as  well  as  they  could,  they 
cam  e  to  Perth,  a  handfome  town.  The  river  Tay 
runs  by  it :  there  is  a  good  fea-port,  from  whence 
one  may  fail  to  any  part  of  the  world.  On  their 
arrival  at  Perth,  they  learnt  that  the  Englifli  had 
retired,  and  that  the  king  and  all  the  nobility  of 
Scotland  were  affembled  in  parliament  at  Edin- 
burgh. Upon  this  they  refolved  to  fend  fir  Gar- 
nier  de  Cuiflangin  and  Michael  de  la  Barre,  to 
Edinburgh,  to  have  a  conference  with  the  king 
and  the  nobles,  to  know  if  they  could  be  em- 
ployed, and  to  teftify  their  good  will,  at  leaft,  in 
coming  from  Flanders  to  Scotland  :  fir  Geoffry  de 
Charny  and  the  refl:  were  to  remain  at  Perth  until 
they  heard  how  they  had  been  received. 

As  they  had  refolved,  fo  was  it  executed  :  the 
ambafladors  fet  out  from  Perth  and  came  to 
Edinburgh,  where  the  king  was.  The  earl  of 
Douglas  was  there,  whofe  name  was  James,  for 
fir  William,  the  prefent  earl's  father,  was  lately 
dead :  there  were  prefent  alfo  the  earls  of  Moray 
and  Orkney,  the  lords  de  Verfi,  Sutherland,  Lind- 

but  I  think  it  muft  be  a  miftake,  as  Froiflart  calls  it,  '  un  petit 
port.'  From  what  follows,  it  muft  be  Tome  fmall  port  near  to 
Dundee  ;  and  I  Ihould  fuppofe  it  to  mean  Montrofe. 
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fay  and  his  fix  brothers,  who  were  all  of  them 
knights.  Thefe  fcots  lords  entertained  very  hand- 
fomely  the  knights  of  France.  Sir  Garnier  ex- 
plained to  the  king  and  his  barons  the  intentions  of 
his.  companions,  and  their  reafons  for  coming  to 
Edinburgh. 

The  ambafTadors  from  France,  fir  Hemart  de 
Mafle,  fir  Peter  de  Flamel  and  Janequin  Champe- 
nois,  arrived  with  copies  of  the  truces  entered  into 
between  the  kings  of  France  and  England ;  but 
the  Scots  having  no  inclination  to  accept  of  them, 
dilTembled,  by  faying  that  they  had  come  too  late, 
and  that  they  fhould  not  now  pay  any  attention  to 
them,  for  the  Englifti  had  jufl:  made  a  grievous 
war  on  the  country.  King  Robert  did  every  thing 
he  could  for  their  being  accepted,  faying,  that  in 
truth  fince  they  had  been  notified  to  them,  they 
had  not  any  pretence  for  a  refufal :  this  caufed  a 
difference  between  the  king  and  the  knights  of  his 
country. 

The  earl  of  Douglas,  the  earl  of  Moray,  the 
children  of  Lindfay,  and  fuch  knights  and  fquires 
of  Scotland  who  wifhed  for  war,  held  a  fecret 
meeting  in  the  church  of  St.  Giles  at  Edinburgh, 
where  the  french  knights,  fir  Garnier  and  Michael 
de  la  Barre,  were  defired  to  attend.  The  fcots 
barons  faid  they  would  enter  into  a  treaty  with 
their  companions,  and  they  fliould  foon  hear  good 
news  from  them,  but  that  it  mud  be  kept  fecret. 
Upon  this  they  returned  to  Perth,  and  related  all 
they  had  feen  and  heard. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.  LXIX. 

THE  BARONS  AND  KNIGHTS  OF  SCOTLAND,  IN  CON- 
JUNCTION WITH  SOME  FRENCH  KNIGHTS,  UN- 
DERTAKE AN  EXPEDITION  INTO  ENGLAND  WITH- 
OUT THE  KNOWLEDGE  OF  THE  KING  OF  SCOT- 
LAND, WHO  SENDS  A  HERALD  TO  MAKE  HIS 
EXCUSES    TO    THE    KING    OF    ENGLAND. 

CIR  Geoffry  de  Charny  and  the  other  knights 
and  fquires  were  much  pleafed  at  this  intel- 
ligence. Leaving  Perth,  they  continued  their 
march  until  they  arrived  at  Edinburgh.  They 
gave  not  the  fmalleft  hint  of  their  expedations, 
and  had  not  remained  there  twelve  days  when  the 
earl  of  Douglas  gave  them  a  fecret  invitation  to 
come  to  him,  and  at  the  fame  time  fent  horfes  to 
condud  them  to  his  caftle  of  Dalkeith.  On  the 
morrow  after  their  arrival^  he  carried  them  to 
where  the  barons  and  knights  of  Scotland  were 
mullering  their  men.  In  three  days  time  they 
amounted  to  upwards  of  fifteen  thoufand  on  horfe- 
back,  all  armed  according  to  the  ufual  manner  of 
the  country.  V\  hen  the  whole  were  collefted. 
they  faid  they  would  make  an  inroad,  and  revenge 
themfelves  on  the  Englifh  for  the  mifchiefs  they 
had  done. 
They  began  their  march  through  the  woods 

and 
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and  forefls  of  their  country,  and  entered  North* 
umberland,  on  the  lands  of  the  lord  Percy,  which 
they  pillaged  and  burnt.  They  advanced^  further, 
and  then  returned  through  the  eftates  of  the  earl 
of  Nottingham  and  the  lord  Mowbray,  to  whofe 
lands  they  did  much  damage.  They  pafled  by 
Roxburgh ;  for  they  had  a  very  large  booty  with 
them,  as  well  in  men  as  in  cattle,  and  returned  to 
their  own  country  without  any  lofs ;  for  the  Eng- 
lifli  had  been  fome  time  dilLanded,  and  could  not 
be  re-aiTembled  in  time  to  oppofe  them :  they 
were,  therefore,  obliged  to  fuffer  this  infult,  as 
they  had  before  given  a  fimilar  one  to  the  Scots. 

The  king  of  Scotland  could  eafily  excufe  him- 
felf  for  this  inroad,  as  he  had  been  kept  entirely 
ignorant  of  their  affembhng  and  march.  Since 
the  country  was  fo  inclined.  It  was  not  material 
that  he  fliould  know  any  thing  about  it ;  but  fup- 
pofmg  he  had  known  it,  and  there  had  been  no 
other  treaties  than  thofe  which  exifled  between  the 
two  countries,  they  would  not  have  afted  otherwife 
for  him. 

Notwithftanding  the  barons  of  Scotland,  with 
the  french  knights,  had  thus  Invaded  England, 
fir  Hemart  de  Mafle  and  fir  Peter  de  Flamel  con- 
tinued to  refide  at  Edinburgh,  near  king  Robert : 
they  allowed  the  Scots  to  aft  as  they  plcafed,  that 
it  might  not  be  faid,  nor  the  Englilli  fuppofe,  that 
it  was  through  their  fault,  or  thofe  of  their  country 
who  had  come  with  them,  that  the  treaties  had 
been  infringed  which  had  been  concluded  at 
Bolinghen  by  the  nobles  and  council  of  France, 

England 
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England  and  Caftllle.  The  king  of  Scotland  and 
the  ambaffadors  fent  each  a  herald  to  England 
fully  infl:ru6ted  what  they  were  to  fay. 

When  the  heralds  arrived  in  England,  they 
found  the  whole  country  in  motion,  and  eager  to 
renew  the  war,  by  marching  into  Scotland.  The 
duke  of  Lancafler  and  earl  of  Cambridge  were, 
however,  anxious  to  go  to  Portugal  and  Caftille 
in  the  courfe  of  the  year,  with  a  large  body  of  men 
at  arms  and  archers,  under  the  power  of  one  or 
both  of  them ;  for  they  confidered  themfelves  as 
heirs  by  their  ladies  to  all  Caflille,  and  they  wiflied 
to  renew  the  war  between  the  king  of  Portugal 
and  the  king  of  Caftille.  King  Fernando  was 
dead,  and  the  Portuguefe  had  crowned  his  baftard 
brother  don  John,  a  valiant  man  who  wiflied  for  a 
war  with  the  Spaniards,  but  not  without  having 
fuccours  from  England.  Of  this  the  duke  of 
Lancafter  was  well  informed,  but  diifembled  his 
knowledge  as  well  as  he  could,  and  endeavoured 
through  his  friends  to  prevent  any  forces  being 
coUeded  to  carry  on  a  war  with  Scotland.  It 
was  aHerted,  that  the  king  of  Scotland  had  re- 
fufed  to  authorlfe  the  war  which  the  french  and 
fcots  knights  wiflied  for,  and  that  the  late  expe- 
dition had  been  made  without  his  knowledge. 

The  fcots  herald  on  his  appearance  before  the 
king  of  England  and  his  uncles,  well  knowing  his 
duty,  threw  himfelf  on  his  knees,  and  requefted 
that,  as  herald  from  the  king  of  Scotland,  he 
might  deliver  his  meflage. 

The  king  and  the  nobles  granted  his  requeft : 
Vol.  VI.  A  a  he 
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lie  then  declared  why  he  had  been  panlcularlj- 
fent  by  the  king  and  the  ambaffadors  from  France, 
and  excufed  them,  by  faying,  that  the  king  of 
Scotland  had  gracioufly  received  the  embalTy  from 
France,  and  having  affented  to  the  treaties  which 
the  king  of  France  had  made,  fhould  conform  to 
the  truce  :  that  he  had  ordered,  as  ftrongly  as  lay 
in  him,  his  vaffals  to  do  the  fame  j  but  that  the 
borderers  of  Scotland,  on  the  lands  of  the  lord 
Percy  and  the  earl  of  Nottingham,  fuch  as  the 
earl  of  Douglas,  the  earl  of  Mar  his  uncle,  fir 
A«rchibald,  fir  Rame,  fir  Peter,  fir  William  and  fir 
Thomas  Douglas,  all  the  brothers  of  Lindfay  and 
Ramfay,  with  fir  William  Seton,  would  not  attend 
the  parliament  in  which  this  treaty  was  agreed  to, 
nor  would  they  accept  it ;  for  they  faid  there  had 
been  fuch  damage  done  to  their  lands  as  was  dif* 
agreeable  to  themfelves  and  friends,  which  they 
would  revenge  the  very  hrft  opportunity.  Thefe 
lords,  whom  I  have  jufl;  named,  collected  their 
forces  to  invade  England,  but  they  never  men- 
tioned it  to  the  king,  nor  to  any  of  his  houfehold, 
for  they  well  knew  he  would  not  have  confented 
to  it. 

*  They  fay,  however,  in  Scotland,  that  England 
firfl  began  hoftilities ;  that,  my  lords,  you  knew 
well  a  truce  had  been  concluded  beyond  fea ;  and 
that,  on  your  return  from  Calais,  it  ought  to 
have  been  fignified  to  us.  They  fay  likewife,  that 
the  ambaffadors  from  France,  when  they  paffed 
through  this  country,  were  detained  from  coming 
to  us  as  they  were  bound  to  do,  and  that  you  kept 
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thenl  too  long  here  with  your  entertainments :  on 
which  accounts,  this  mifunderftanding  has  hap- 
pened between  Scotland  and  England,  urged  on 
by  thofe  who  had  long  meditated  it,  and  under 
fhadow  of  diflimulation  the  greater  part  of  it  has 
been  efFecled.  But  my  mofl  redoubted  and  fove- 
reign  lord,  the  king  of  Scotland,  and  the  ambaf- 
fadors  from  the  king  of  France,  who  refide  at 
prefent  with  him,  exculpate  themfelves  from  any 
knowledge  of  the  laft  expedition  which  the  barons 
and  knights  of  Scotland  made  into  England,  having 
been  completely  ignorant  of  it. 

'  Therefore,  to  redrefs  all  complaints  and  place 
things  on  a  proper  footing,  I  am  ordered  to  fay, 
that  if  you  will  conform  to  the  treaties  concluded 
beyond  fea  through  the  difcretion  and  wifdom  of 
the  counfellors  of  the  king  of  France  and  your 
own,  and  will  agree  that  the  truces  laft  the  time 
fuch  truces  have  been  agreed  to  with  my  very 
redoubted  and  fovereign  lord  the  king  of  Scotland, 
he  and  his  council  will  confirm  them,  and  fwear 
to  keep  and  maintain  them,  out  of  refpect  to  the 
king  of  France  and  his  council,  as  well  by  himfelf 
as  by  his  vaflal ;  and  upon  this  fubjecl  you  will 
be  pleafed  to  give  me  your  anfwer.* 

The  king  of  England  and  his  uncles  paid  at- 
tehtion  to  the  herald  v/hile  he  was  fpeaking,  and 
willingly  heard  him.  The  duke  of  Lancafter  told 
him,  that  indeed  he  fhould  have  an  anfwer.  They 
ordered  him  to  remain  in  London,  where  he  had 
had  his  audience,  to  wait  the  anfwer  from  the 
king  of  England. 

Aa  2  CHAP. 
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CHAP.  LXX. 

-THE    TRUCES     WHICH     HAD     BEEN     MADE    BETWEEN 

THE    FIltXCH,    THE    ENGLISH    AND    THEIR    ALLIES, 

;  ARE    PROCLAIMED     IN    SCOTLAND.— ^THE    FRENCH 

■  KNIGHTS,  ON  THEIR  RETURN  FROM  SCOTLAND, 
ARE  IN  GREAT  DANGER  FROM  THE  ZEALANDERS. 

AT  the  end  of  two  days,  the  council  agreed  on 
an  anfwer.  Sir  Simon  Burley,  chamberlain 
to  the  king,  drew  It  up  ;  and  by  thefe  means  all 
difputes  were  fettled.  To  fay  the  truth,  the  lords 
of  England  who  had  been  at  the  conferences  at 
Bolinghen  had  not  acted  very  honourably  when 
they  had  confented  to  order  their  men  to  march 
to  Scotland  and  burn  the  country,  knowing  that 
d  truce  would  fpeedily  be  concluded  :  and  the  bell 
excufe  they  could  make  was,  that  it  was  the  French, 
and  not  they,  who  were  to  fignify  fuch  truce  to 
the  Scots. 

The  herald  was  told,  that  in  God's  name  he 
was  welcome,  and  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
king  of  England,  his  uncles  and  council,  to  keep 
and  maintain  what  they  had  fealed  and  fworn  to, 
and  that  they  would  noways  infringe  it,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  would  preferve  it,  for  thofe  who  had 
been  moft  a£live  had  loil  the  moft. 

The  herald  demanded  all  this  to  be  put  in 
writing,  that  he  might  the  more  readily  be  be- 
lieved. 
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lieved.     They  made  him  rich  prefents,  and  in  fuch  ■ 
quantity  that  he  was  well  contented,  and  greatly 
thanked  the  king  and  his  nobles. 

Having  left  London,  he  continued  his  journey 
until  he  arrived  in  Scotland,  where  the  ambaffadors 
from  France  were  waiting  to  know  his  anfwer,  for 
they  were  anxious  to  learn  how  the  Englifn  would 
conduct  themfelves.  When  they  faw  the  anfwers 
from  the  king  and  his  uncles,  in  the  fealed  letters 
which  were  delivered  to  them,  they  were  well 
fatisfied  and  much  rejoiced  thereat.  Thus  was  the 
truce  continued  for  this  year  between  England  and 
Scotland,  and  for  greater  fecurity  it  was  proclaimed 
throughout  the  two  kingdoms. 

The  french  ambafladors  returned  to  their  own 
country,  through  England,  without  any  accident, 
and  related  to  the  king  of  France  and  j^his  uncles 
what  they  had  done,  and  the  oppofition  they  had 
met  with  :  in  fhort,  they  recounted  every  thing 
you  have  juil  heard. 

When  fir  GeofFry  de  Charny  and  the  french 
knights  in  his  company  found  that  the  truce  was' 
to  be  eflablilhed  between  Scotland  and  England, 
they  took  their  leave  of  the  barons  of  Scotland, 
more  efpecially  of  the  earls  of  Douglas  and  Pvioray, 
who  had  fhewn  them  much  kindnefs. 

Thefe  barons  of  Scotland,  as  well  as  fome  other 
knights,  faid-to  them,  joking, — *  Gentlemen,  you 
have  feen  the  condition  and  manner  of  our  country, 
but  you  have  not  feen  its  whole  ftrength  and 
power.  Know  that  Scotland  is  the  country  of  the 
world  mofl  dreaded  by  the  Englilh  j  for  we  can, 
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as  you  have  feen,  enter  England  at  our  pleafure 
without  any  danger  from  the  fea :  if  we  were  ii> 
greater  numbers,  we  fhould  do  them  more  mif- 
chief  than  we  are  now  able  to  do.  Be  fo  good 
therefore,  when  you  are  in  France,  to  tell  this  to 
your  knights  and  fquires,  who  fhall  be  eager  for 
renown,  to  excite  them  to  come  hither  in  fearch 
of  deeds  of  arras.  We  can  allure  you,  that  if  we 
had  a  thoufand  lances  from  France,  with  the  good 
people  here,  we  would  give  fuch  a  confiderable 
blow  to  England  that  it  fhould  be  vifible  for  forty 
years  to  come.  Have  the  goodnefs  to  remember 
this  when  you  fliall  be  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
water.* 

The  french  knights  replied  they  would  not  fail 
to  do  fo,  for  it  was  not  a  thing  to  be  forgotten. 
Upon  this,  they  embarked  on  board  a  velfel  they 
had  engaged  to  carry  them  to  Sluys  j  but  they  had 
contrary  winds  when  at  fea,  which  obliged  them 
to  run  for  a  port  in  Zealand  called  la  Virille*. 

When  they  landed  there,  they  thought  they 
were  in  a  place  of  fafety,  but  were  difappointed ; 
for  the  Normans  had  lately  vifited  that  coaft,  and 
had  done,  as  it  was  faid,  much  mifchief  to  the 
Zcalanders.  Thefe  knights  and  fquires  were  in 
great  danger ;  for,  while  a  different  language  was 
held  in  the  town,  their  veflel  was  feized,  their 
trunks  broken  open  and  their  arms  taken  away, 
and  they  themfelves  in  rhk  of  lofmg  their  lives. 

At  that  time  there  was  in  the  tovi'n  a  fquire  of 
1^  I    I  ■    ..   .  .         ■     .  ..  .1.1        — 
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rhe  count  de  Blois,  whofe  name  was  Jacob,  an 
agreeable  man,  who  affifted  them  in  ail  things.  He 
talked  with  the  principal  people  of  the  town^ 
and  w^ith  fuch  good  efFed  that  a  part  of  their  bag- 
gage was  reftored  to  them". 

In  order  to  fave  them  from  their  peril,  for  he 
knew  the  people  were  much  enraged  againfl  them^ 
and  had  intentions  of  attacking  then!  oh  the  fea^ 
as  they  had  fent  notice  of  their  plans  to  the  neigh- 
bouring towns,  and  were  in  fufficient  force  to  do 
fo,  he  iliewed  them  much  courtefy,  and,  out  of 
afFedion  to  them,  explained  how  greatly  the 
country  was  exafperated  againfl  thefn,  but  that, 
out  of  regard  to  his  lord  and  the  realm  of  France, 
he  would  counterad:  it.  They  warmly  thanked 
him  for  his  kind  intentions.  Well,  what  did 
Jacob  do  ?  He  went  to  a  mariner  and  hired  a  velTel 
tb  carry  him  and  his  company  wherever  he 
pleafed,  faying  his  intentions  were  to  go  to  Dor- 
drecht. The  mariners  having  agreed  to  this  pro- 
pofal,  he  and  his  company  embarked  on  board  the 
veflel,  and  at  firft  made  for  Dordrecht;  biit, 
when  Jacob  faw  it  was  time  to  alter  their  cbUrfe, 
he  faid  to  the  failors,  *  Now,  mind  what  I  ani 
going  to  fay :  I  have  hired  with  my  money  this 
veffei  to  carry  me  whitherfoever  I  fhall  pleafe : 
turn,  therefore,  the  helm  for  Strueghcne*,  as  I 
want  to  go  thither.'  The  failors  refufed  to  do  fo, 
'  faying  they  had  been  only  engaged  to  fail  to  Dor* 
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drecht.  "^  Attend  to  me,'  replied  Jacob  ;  '  do  what 
I  have  ordered  you,  if  you  do  not  wifh  to  be  put 
to  death.' 

The  failors  dared  not  make  any  reply,  for  they 
were  not  the  ftrongefl ;  fo  they  at  once  turned 
the  helm  and  fet  the  fails,  and  made  for  the  town 
of  Eftrimohee*,  where  they  arrived  without  fear 
of  danger,  for  it  belonged  to  the  count  de  Blois. 
After  they  had  refrefhed  themfelves,  they  departed 
and  returned  through  Brabant  and  liainault  to 
their  own  country,  thanking  Jacob  for  the  kind- 
nefs  he  had  done  them. 

When  fir  GeoiTry  de  Charny,  fir  John  de  PlaifTy 
and  the  other  knights  and  fquires  who  had  been  in 
Scotland,  returned  to  France,  they  were  inter- 
rogated as  to  news  from  that  country.  They 
related  all  they  had  feen  and  heard  from  the 
barons  and  knights  of  Scotland.  Sir  John  de 
Vienne,  admiral  of  France,  converfed  on  the  fub- 
ject  with  fir  Geoffry  de  Charny,  who  was  furprifed, 
as  well  as  other  barons  of  France;,  to  hear  that  the 
French,  through  Scotland,  could  gain  an  eafy 
entrance  into  England.  Sir  Hemart  de  Malfe  con- 
tinued the  converfation,  and  added,  the  Scots  could 
not  any  way  love  the  Englifli ;  and  he  had  been 
direfted  to  4ay  this  by  order  of  the  fcots  council, 
that  the  king  of  France  and  his  uncles  might  have 
information  of  it. 

The  French  inftantly  determined,  as  foon  as  the 
truces  fliould  be  expired,  to  fend  a  powerful  army 
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to  Scotland  to  lay  wade  England.  This  was 
planned  by  the  dukes  of  Berry  and  Burgundy, 
who  at  that  time  governed  the  realm  at  their 
pleafure,  and  the  conftabie  of  France  j  but  the 
whole  was  kept  very  fecret. 


CHAP.  LXXL 

TEE     LOKD     DESTOURNAY     ASSEMBLES     FORCES     TO 

RETAKE     OUDENARDE. HE     CONQUERS     IT      BY 

STRATAGEM. 

"Y^OU  have  before  heard  how  Francis  Atremen 
'took  by  fcalado  the  town  of  Oudenarde,  while 
the  treaties  for  a  truce  were  negotiating  before 
Bergues  and  Bourbourg,  to  the  great  furprife  of 
Tournay  and  the  adjacent  towns.  The  garrifon 
of  Oudenarde,  during  this  lime,  had  overrun  the 
country,  and  done  much  mifchief  to  the  territories 
of  Tournay  :  the  whole  eftate  of  the  lord  Deltour- 
nay  was  under  their  fubjeftion.  They  had  at  the 
feafl  of  Chriflmas  collefted  his  rents  and  duty- 
fowls,  from  the  towns  belonging  to  him^  for  their 
own  ufe,  which  difpleafed  him  and  his  friends  ex- 
ceedingly. He  therefore  declared,  that  whatever 
truce  or  refpite  there  might  be  between  the  kings 
of  France  and  England  with  the  Flemings,  he 
Should  not  pay  any  attention  to  it,  but  would  exert 
himfelf  in  doing  them  as  much  damage  as  he  was 

able. 
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able,  for  they  had  fo  grievoufly  oppreffed  him  that 
he  ^^  as  become  a  poor  nian. 

The  lord  Deflouniay  turned  his  v/hole  attention 
to  retake  Oudenarde,  and  I'ucceeded,  through  the 
friendfhip  of  fome  knights  and  fquires  from  France, 
Flanders  and  Hainault,  who  affifted  him  in  it. 
When  he  fent  to  thefe  friends,  feveral  were  ignorant 
of  his  intentions.  The  expedition  was  undertaken 
on  the  17th  day  of  May  1384  ;  for  the  lord  Def- 
tournay  learnt  by  his  fpies,  that  Francis  Atremen 
was  gone  to  Ghent,  trufting  to  the  truce  which 
had  been  made  with  the  French  :  by  fo  doing  he 
committed  a  fault,  and  was  no  longer  attentive  to 
guard  Oudenarde,  as  I  fhall  relate. 

The  lord  Dellournay  formed  a  confiderable 
ambufcade  of  four  hundred  knights,  fquires  and 
good  men  at  arms,  whom  he  had  entreated  to 
affift  him.  Thefe  he  polled  in  the  wood  of  Lart, 
near  to  the  gate  of  Oudenarde.  There  were 
among  them  fir  John  du  Moulin,  fir  James  de  la 
Trimouille,  fir  Gilbert  and  fir  John  Cacquelan, 
fir  Roland  de  I'Efpierre,  fir  Blanchart  de  Ca- 
lonnc,  and  the  lord  d'Ellripouille,  who  was  created 
a  knight. 

I  V  ill  now  relate  their  flratagem,  and  how  thofe 
of  Oudenarde  were  deceived  by  it.  They  filled 
two  carts,  with  provifion,  which  they  put  under 
the  charge  of  four  hardy  and  determined  men 
dreffed  as  carters,  clothed  in  grey  frocks,  but  armed 
underneath.  Thefe  carters  drove  the  carts  to 
Oudenarde,  and  gave  the  guards  to  underfland 
that  they  had  brought  provifion  froio  Hainault  to 
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all  was  right,  drew  up  the  portcullis,  and  allowed 
them  to  advance  on  the  bridge.  The  carters 
knocked  out  the  pins  which  held  the  traces  of  the 
horfes,  and  flung  them  into  the  ditch.  Upon  this, 
the  guards  cried  out  to  them,  '  Why  do  not  you 
drive  on  ?*  and,  taking  hold  of  the  horfes,  drove 
them  before  them,  and  thus  left  the  carts  ftand- 
jng,  for,  as  I  faid,  they  were  unharnefled.  The 
guards  then  found  out  that  they  had  been  deceived 
and  betrayed,  and  began  to  ftrike  the  carters,  whp 
defended  themfelves  ably;  for  they  were  well 
armed  under  their  frocks,  and  were  men  of  tried 
courage.  Having  killed  two  of  the  guards,  they 
were  inftantly  reinforced  ;  for  the  lord  Deftournay 
followed  them  fo  clofe  with  his  men,  that  the 
guards  fled  into  the  town,  crying  out,  '  Treafon, 
treafon  !*  but,  before  the  townfmen  could  be. 
awakened,  the  men  at  arms  had  entered  it,  and 
killed  all  who  put  themfelves  on  their  defence, 
fliouting  out  as  they  came  to  the  fquare,  '  Vidory  1* 

Thus  was  Oudenarde  won.  Of  the  ghent  men, 
full  three  hundred  were  killed  or  drowned.  A 
large  fum  was  found  in  the  town  belonging  to 
Francis  Atremen,  which  I  heard  amounted,  to 
fifteen  thoufand  francs. 

News  was  foon  fpread  abroad,  that  Oudenarde, 
,had  been  taken  during  the  truce,  which  angered 
the  Ghenters  much,  a§  was  natural,  for  it  nearly 
aflfeded  them.  They  held  a  meeting  on  this  fub- 
jed,  and  refolved  to  fend  to  the  duke  of  Burgundy 
tp  remonftratewjth  him  on  tl>.^,  ca|)ture:  oi"  Oude- 
narde 
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narde  during  the  truce,  and  to  fay,  that  if  it  were 
not  delivered  back  to  thegi,  they  fhouid  confider 
the  truce  as  broken.  But  the  duke  excufed  himfelf, 
declaring  he  had  not  interfered  any  way  in  the 
bufinefs,  and  that  as  God  might  help  him,  he 
was  entirely  ignorant  of  this  expedition  of  the  lord 
Deftournay :  he  added,  that  he  would  willingly 
write  to  him,  which  he  did,  and  order  him  to 
give  back  Oudenarde,  for  it  was  neither  honour- 
able to  him  nor  agreeable  to  the  duke  to  capture 
any  towns,  caftles  or  forts  during  a  truce. 

The  lord  Deftournay  acknowledged  the  letters 
from  the  duke,  and  in  anfwer  faid,  that  the  gar- 
rifon  of  Oudenarde  had  always  made  war  on  his 
lands,  whether  truce  or  no  truce,  and  had  feized 
on  his  inheritance,  and  that  he  had  never  con- 
fented  to  any  truce  with  them  ;  that  he  had  con- 
quered Oudenarde  in  fair  war,  and  that  he  would 
keep  poiTeffion  of  it  as  his  own  proper  inheritance 
until  Flanders  and  Ghent  fliould  be  completely 
re-united,  for  his  other  property  had  been  ruined 
by  the  war. 

Things  remained  in  this  ftatc,  for  nothing  better 
could  be  done. 

Francis  Atremen  was  very  much  blamed  for  not 
having  better  guarded  the  place,  and  efpecially  by 
the  lord  de  Harzelles,  infomuch  that  Francis  was 
wroth  with  the  knight,  and  high  words  enfued, 
adding,  whatever  he  may  have  done  in  regard  to 
Oudenarde,  he  had  always  acquitted  himfelf  loyally 
towards  Ghent.  This  provoked  anfwers,  and  the 
lie  was  given  on-  both   fides.     Shortly  after,   the 
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lord  de  Harzelles  was  killed ;  and  fome  fay  that 
l^rancis  Atrenien  and  Peter  du  Bois  were  the  au- 
thors of  it. 

About  this  time,  the  ghent  men  requefled  the 
king  of  England  to  fend  them  a  valiant  man  for  go- 
vernor, and  one  who  was  connected  with  the  crown 
by  blood.  In  confequence,  the  king  fent  to  Ghent 
one  of  his  knights,  a  gallant  man,  of  fufficient 
prudence  to  govern  the  town :  his  name  was  fir 
John  Bourchier*,  who  remained  governor  of  Ghent 
upwards  of  a  year  and  half. 


CHAP.  LXXII. 

THE     DUKE     OF     ANJOU     DIES     AT     A     CASTLE     KEAft 

NAPLES. HIS    WIDOW     IS    ADVISED     TO     SOLICIT 

TilE  POPE    rOR    THE    POSSESSION    OF    PROVENCE, 

\^OU  have  before  heard  how  the  duke  of  An- 
jou,  who  fliled  himfelf  king  of  Sicily  and  Je- 
rufalem,  had  marched  into  la  Puglia  and  Calabria, 
and  had  conquered  the  whole  country* as  far  as 
Naples :  but  the  Neapolitans  would  never  turn  to 
his  party,  and  continued  the  fupport  they  had  al- 
ways given  to  the  lord  Charles  Durazzo.  The 
duke  of  Anjou  remained  on  this  expedition  three 
whole  years  :  you  may  fuppofe,  therefore,  that  his 

^  Sir  John  Bourchier.    Lord  Bourchier  of  Ellex.    See  Dugdale, 
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fixpenfes  were  very  great,  for  th^re  is  no  treafiiry^ 
however  rich,  but  men  at  arms  will  drain  it:  who- 
ever is  defirous  of  their  fervices  mud  pay  them 
wdl,  if  they  exped  arty  advantage  from  them.  It 
mud  certainly  have  coft  the  duke  immenfe  fams  of 
money  ;  but  thofe  who"  funk  his  treafury  the  deep- 
eft  were  the  earl  of  Savoy  and  the  Savoyards.. 
That  earl,  however,  and  a  great  many  of  his 
knights^  died  on  this  expedition,  which  weakened 
the  duke  of  Anjou  in  men.  It  was  on  this  ac- 
count that  he  fent  to  France  to  implore  the  affift- 
ance  of  his  brothers  the  dukes  of  Berry  and  Bur- 
gundy, who  did  not  fail  him  in  his  neceffities,  but 
replied  that  they  would  fupport  him  with  men  and 
money. 

Thefe  two  dukes  confidere^  who  would  be  the 
proper  perfons  to  fend  on  this  expedition.  After 
having  maturely  Weighed  every  thing,  they  thought 
they  could  not  fix  better  than  on  the  gallant  lord 
de  Coucy  and  the  lord  d'Anghien,  count  de  Con- 
verfano  *,  whofe  earldom  is  fituated  in  la  Puglia. 

Thefe  two  lords,  having  been  folicited  to  under- 
take^ the  bufinefs  by  the  king  of  France  and  his 
uncles,  cheerfully  complied,  for  it  was  highly  ho- 
nourable to  them.  They  inftantly  began  their 
preparations,  and  fet  off  as  fpeedily  as  poflible  with 
a  handfomc  company  of  men  at  arms :  but  when 
they  arrived  at  Avignon,  and  were  bufily  em- 
|>loycd  in  forwarding  their  troops  and  other  bufi- 

*  Converfano  is  a  town  in  the  neapolitan  dominions^  near 
Bari :  its  bilhoprick  is  fuffragan  to  Eari. 
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tiefs,  certain  intelligence  was  brought  tliem  of  the 
death  of  the  duke  of  Anjou  ;at  a  caflle  near 
Naples  *. 

The  lord  de  Coucy,  on  hearing  this,  advanced 
no  further,  feeing  that  the  expedition  was  at  an 
end;  but  the  lord  de  Converfant  continued  his 
march,  for  he  had  many  things  to  fetde  in  his  own 
country,  in  la  Puglia  and  in  Converfano. 

This  intelligence  was  foon  known  in  France  to 
the  king  and  his  uncles,  who  fupported  the  death 
of  the  king  of  Sicily  as  well  as  they  could. 

When  madame  d'Anjou,  who  refided  at  Angers, 
heard  of  the  death  of  her  lord,  you  may  imagine 
file  v/as  greatly  afflided.  The  count  Guy  de  Blois 
her  coufm-german,  -  who  lived  at  Blois,  on  receiv- 
ing the  news,  fet  out  with  all  his  equipage  to  vifit 
her  at  Angers,  where  he  remained  a  confiderable 
time  comforting  and  advifing  her  to  the  befl  of  his 
abilities. 

From  thence  the  queen  came  to  France  (for 
fhe  ftiled  herfelf  queen  of  Naples,  Sicily,  la  Pug- 
lia, Calabria  and  Jerufalem)  to  wait  on  the  king 
and  the  dukes  of  Berry  and  Burgundy,  to  have 
dieir  advice  and  comfort :  fhe  was  accompanied  by 
her  two  fons,  Louis  and  Charles.  The  lady  was- 
advifed  by  the  nobles  of  her  blood,  to  go  to  Avig- 
non, and  entreat  of  the  pope  that  fhe  might  have 
poirefTion  of  Provence,  which  is  a  territory  de- 

*"  He  died  at  Bifelia,  near  Bari,  the  20th  or  21  ft  Septembex, 
13  S4. — Art  de  Verifier  les  Dates. 

The  authors  of  the  Nouvelle  D16lionnaire  Hiftorlque,  by 
^iftake,  have  placed  hi*  death  at  Paris,  but  with  the  fame  date, 
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pendant  on  Sicily.  The  queen  approved  the  ad* 
vice,  and  made  preparations  for  her  journey,  car- 
rying with  her  her  elded  fon  Louis,  who  was  every 
where  on  the  road  called  king,  from  being  heir  to 
the  king  his  father  ;  but  thefe  affairs  were  not  fo 
fpeedily  terminated  as  I  have  pointed  them  out. 


CHAP.  LXXIII. 

PREPARATIONS     ARE     MADE     IN     FRANCE     FOR     THE" 

EENEWAt    OF    THE     WAR    WITH    ENGLAND. THE 

DUCHESS  OF  BRABANT  SUCCEEDS  IN  FORMING  A 
MARRIAGE  BETWEEN  THE  CHILDREN  OF  BUR- 
GUNDY   AND    THOSE    OF    HAINAULT. 

"INURING  the  winter,  the  French  were  bufily 
employed  in  preparations  to  fend  forces  to 
Scotland  ;  but  the  truces  were  prolonged  between 
the  French  and  Englifh,  and  their  allies,  from  Mi- 
chaelmas to  the  enfuing  firfl:  day  of  May.  They, 
however,  continued  their  preparations  by  fea  and 
land,  for  it  was  the  intention  of  the  council  of 
France  to  carry  on  the  war  Vvith  vigour  in  the 
courfe  of  the  next  fummer ;  and  the  admiral  of 
France  was  to  fail  for  Scotland  with  two  thoufand 
fpears,  knights  and  fquires.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  duke  of  Bourbon  and  the  count  de  la  Marche 
were  ordered  into  Languedoc,  Limoufin  and  Au- 
vergne,  with  two  thoufand  men,  to  recover  cer-» 

tain 
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tain  caftles  which  the  Englifli  and  pillagers  held, 
and  which  did  much  mifchief  to  the  country. 

Great  numbers  of  battle-axes  were  ordered  to 
be  made  in  Picardy  and  Hainault  for  the  expedition 
into  Scotland ;  and  in  Artois,  Lille,  Douay  and 
Tournay,  much  bifcuit  was  made,  and  various 
other  (lores  got  ready  along  the  coaft  from  Har- 
fleur  to  Sluys,  which  was  the  principal  harbour 
whence  this  armament  was  intended  to  be  em- 
barked. 

The  duchefs  of  Brabant,  widow  of  Winceflaus 
duke  of  Bohemia,  by  whofe  death  flie  had  loft  a 
companion  and  much  comfort,  which  had  caufed 
her  great  grief,  refided  with  her  attendants  at  Bruf- 
fels.  She  was  much  hurt  at  the  troubles  which 
exifted  in  Flanders,  and,  if  (lie  had  poflefTed  the 
means,  would  moft  cheerfully  have  put  an  end  to 
them ;  for  Ihe  was  daily  hearing  how  the  ghent 
men  were  flrengthening  thcmfelves  by  an  alhance 
with  the  EngHfh,  who  promifed  them  great  fupport. 
She  alfo  faw  that  her  nephew  and  niece  of  Bur- 
gundy, who  were  in  truth  her  heirs,  and  among 
the  greateft  princes  of  the  world,  as  well  by  their 
own  heritages,  as  by  what  they  had  in  reverfions, 
were  very  uneafy  at  thefe  difturbances  in  "Ghent. 
She  knew  that  duke  Albert,  regent  of  Hainault, 
had  two  fine  fons  and  two  handfome  daughtersj 
neither  of  whom  were  yet  married ;  but  fhe  had 
heard  that  the  duke  of  Lancafler  was  very  defirous 
to  accomplifli  the  marriage  of  his  daughter  Philippa, 
who  had  been  borne  to  him  by  the  lady  Blanche 
his  firft  wife,  with  the   eldefl   fon   of  duke  AI- 

VoL.  VI.  B  b  bert. 
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bert,   who,  by  his  own   right,  was  heir   to   the 
countries  of  Hainault,  Holland  and  Zealand. 

This  lady  forefaw,  that  if  fuch  an  alliance  fhould 
take  place  between  Hainault  and  England,  the 
French  would  be  much  hurt,  and  the  fair  country 
of  Hainault  harafled  either  fecretly  or  openly,  by 
all  thofe  who  fhould  pafs  and  repafs  from  France  to 
Flanders.  In  addition  to  this,  the  Hollanders  and 
Zealanders  who  bordered  on  the  fea  affifted  the 
ghent  men  in  various  uays.  of  which  the  duke  of 
Burgundy  and  his  council  had  been  informed.  He 
did  not  love  duke  Albert  the  better  for  this ;  not, 
however,  that  he  was  any  way  to  be  blamed  for 
it ;  for  with  regard  to  the  Hollanders  and  Zealand- 
ers, as  the  war  in  Flanders  no  way  concerned 
them,  he  could  not,  neither  ought  he  to  have  for- 
bidden the  free  courfe  of  commerce. 

The  good  lady  having  confidered  all  thefe  things, 
and  the  dangerous  confequences  which  might  en- 
fue,  refolved  to  bring  the  duke  of  Burgundy  and 
duke  Albert  to  a  good  underftanding,  and  offered 
herfelf  as  guarantee  of  all  the  treaties.  She  was 
determined  alfo  to  prevail  on  the  duke  of  Bur- 
gundy to  receive  the  men  of  ^Ghent  into  his 
mercy. 

Clerks  and  melfengers  were  immediately  fet  to 
work :  and  fhe  managed  fo  well  that  a  conference 
was  fixed  to  meet  at  Cambray  on  the  part  of  the 
two  dukes.  They  both  aflented  to  it,  as  well  as 
their  council,  though  neither  of  them  knew  the 
fubjeds  this  conference  was  to  treat  of. 

To  this  conference,  which  they  had  under  their 
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feals  appointed  to  be  holden  at  Cambray  on  the 
twelfth  day  in  the  enfuing  January,  the  two  dukes 
came,  attended  by  their  councils.  The  duchefs  of 
Brabant  came  thither  alfo,  who  was  the  mover  in 
the  biafmefs.  She  firft  addreffed  the  duke  of  Bur- 
gundy,  faying;  '  He  was  the  greatefl  prince  on 
earth,  and  had  very  fine  children :  fhe,  however, 
would  be  more  happy  if  they  were  placed  in  a 
different  fituation  from  what  they  actually  occu- 
pied, which  would  increafe  their  worth  ;  and,  for 
the  prefent,  fhe  could  neither  fee  nor  point  out 
any  better  place  than  Hainault,  Holland  and  Zea- 
land, which  would  unite  the  whole  country  toge- 
ther, and  give  greater  fear  and  alarm  to  its  ene- 
mies ;  for,  fair  nephew,*  added  fhe  to  the  duke 
of  Burgundy,  *  1  know  for  a  truth,  that  the  duke 
of  Lancafler,  who  is  fo  powerful  in  England,  is 
extremely  anxious  for  his  daughter  to  efpoufe  my 
nephew,  William  of  Hainault,  and  I  certainly 
wifh  fuch  good  fortune  may  fall  to  your  children 
latKer  than  to  the  Englifh.' 

*  My  good  aunt,'  replied  the  duke  of  Bur- 
gundy, *  I  return  you  my  thanks^  and,  as  a  proof 
that  1  belive  you,  I  fhall  allow  you  to  unite  my 
daughter  Margaret  v\'ith  the  youth  of  Hainault.' 
Upon  fuch  good  fuccefs,  flie  inftantly  began  to 
treat  of  this  marriage.  Duke  Albert,  to  whom 
the  proportion  was  quite  new,  replied  very  cour- 
teoufly,  but  faid,  he  had  not  with  him  thofe 
whom  he  wifhed  to  confult  on  the  fubjed.  *  And 
what  advice  do  you  want  ?'  anfwered  the  duchefs, 
*  when  it  is  a  queftion  to  aft  properly,  and  keep 
B  b  2  your 
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your  country  in  peace.*     *  My  wife,*  replied  the 
duke ;  '  for  without  her  I  fhall  do  nothing  :  fhe  is 
as  much  interefted  in  my  children  as  I  am ;  and, 
befides,  fair  aunt,  it  will  be  proper  that  the  no- 
bility of  the  country  be  apprifed  of  it.'     The  du- 
chefs  anfwered,  '  Well,  God's  will  be  done.'     She 
thought  the  bell  fhe  could  now  do  was  to  let  them 
feparate  in  good  humour  with  each  other,  and  de- 
fire  they  would  permit  her  to  call  them  again  toge- 
ther in  the  fame  city  during  Lent,  and   that  they 
would  bring  the  duchefs  of  Burgundy  and  madame 
de  Hainault,  with  their  councils,  along  with  them. 
The  lady  aded  in  all  this  fo  fecretly,  that  very 
few  perfons  knew  any  thing  of  the  matter,  nor 
why  this  conference  had  been  holden.     In  this 
ftate  the  two  dukes   left  Cambray:  the  duke  of 
Burgundy  went  to  the  city  of  Arras,  where  his 
lady  was,  and  duke  Albert  returned  to  his  duchefs 
in  Holland. 

The  duchefs  of  Brabant  returned  to  her  own 
country,  and  continually  wrote  to  each  party,  but 
fecretly.  She  had  great  difficulty  to  bring  them 
and  their  ladies  to  Cambray,  and  laboured  hard  at 
it ;  for  {he  was  very  eager  this  marriage  fhould 
take  place,  to  confirm  the  union  and  friendfliip  of 
Flanders,  Brabant  and  Hainault.  The  duchefs 
managed  fo  well  that  the  different  parties  and  their 
councils  met  her  and  her  council  at  Cambray, 
where  was  a  grand  difplay  of  pomp,  for  each  was 
anxious  to  do  honour  to  the  other. 

The  duchefs  Margaret  of  Burgundy  and  the  du- 
chefs Margaret  of  Hainault  were  prefent,  and  the 
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laft  very  aflive  in  this  bufmefs.  She  faid,  that  if 
they  wifhed  to  marry  their  fon  with  Margaret  of 
Burgundy,  John  of  Burgundy  muft  marry  her 
daughter  J  by  which  the  ties  of  affeclion  would  be 
the  more  ftrengthened. 

It  was  much  againfl:  the  inclination  of  the  duke 
of  Burgundy  to  marry  his  children  at  once  and  to 
the  fame  family.  He  thought  it  fufficient  for  his 
daughter  to  marry  the  heir  of  Hainauh,  and  ex- 
cufed  himfelf  for  not  agreeing  to  the  marriage  of 
his  fon  John,  on  account  of  his  youth  The 
duke's  intention  was  to  marry  him  to  Catharine  of 
France,  filler  to  his  nephew  the  king  of  France. 
Thefe  treaties  and  conferences  were,  therefore,  on 
the  point  of  being  broken  ;  for  the  duchefs  of  Ba- 
varia declared,  a  marriage  fliould  never  take  place 
with  her  children,  unlefs  they  were  both  married 
at  the  fame  time ;  and  this  refolution  fhe  kept, 
notwithftanding  all  they  could  fay  to  make  her  al- 
ter it.  The  duchefs  of  Brabant  took  great  pains 
in  going  from  one  to  the  other,  and  in  preventing 
the  treaties  from  being  broken  off:  fhe  at  lall  fuc- 
ceeded,  by  reafoning  properly  with  the  duke  and 
duchefs  of  Burgundy,  to  bring  the  affair  again  un- 
der confideration  ;  and  it  was  then  agreed  that  the 
marriages  Ihould  take  place  between  the  children 
of  the  duke  of  Burgundy  and  thofe  of  duke 
Albert. 

This  bufmefs  had  been  delayed  four  or  five  days 
by  an  obftacle  which  had  arifen  from  the  council 
of  the  duke  of  Burgundy,  who  ftated  that  duke 
Albert  had  only  a  reverfionary  interefl  in  Hainault, 
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for   his  elder   brother  William  was   then   alive, 
though  dangeroufly  ill  at  Quefnoy,  and  he  might 
furvive  his  brother  ;  and  if"  that  fliould  happen,  it 
was  clear  his  other  brothers  would  have  the  go- 
vernment of  Hainault,  and  the  children  of  duke 
Albert  be  driven  from  thence.     This  obftacle  de- 
layed the  marriages  a  fhort  time,  which  was  em- 
ployed in  proving  that  duke  Albert  had  no  other 
brother  ^^but  William,  and    that   the   country  of 
Hainault  mud  defcend  to  him  and  to  his  children. 
When  all  this  was  cleared  up,  there  was  not 
any  longer   delay,  but  the  marriages    were  con- 
cluded and  fworn  to  for  William  of  Hainault  to 
have   for  his   wife  Margaret   of  Burgundy,  and 
John  of  Burgundy  to  efpoufe  Margaret  of  Hain- 
ault.    They  were  all  to  return  to  Cambray  the 
odave  of  Eafter,  in  the  year  of  grace  1385,  to 
perform  the  ceremonies  of  the  marriages. 


CHAP.  LXXIV. 

THE  KING  AND  THE  NOBLES  OF  FRANCE  AND  HAIN- 
AULT LAY  IN  GREAT  PROVISION  OF  STORES  AT 
CAMBRAY, THE  DUKE  OF  LANCASTER  SENDS  AM- 
BASSADORS   TO    THE    EARL    OF    HAINAULT. THE 

MARRIAGES    OF    THE     CHILDREN"     OF    BURGUNDY 
AND    HAINAULT    ARE    CONCLUDED. 

nPHINGS  were  in  this  ftate  when  they  all  hh 
Cambray.     The  duke  of  Burgundy  returned 

to 
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to  the  king  in  France  ;  the  duchefs  to  Arras, 
Duke  Albert  and  his  duchefs  went  to  Quefnoy  in 
Hainault ;  and  the  duchefs  of  Brabant  to  her  own 
country.  Carpenters  and  mafons,  and  all  forts  of 
workmen,  were  inflantly  fent  to  prepare  hotels  in 
the  city  of  Cambray,  and  purveyors  were  alfo  or- 
dered thither  to  lay  in  vaft  quantities  of  provifion  ; 
it  was  proclaimed,  that  every  (lore  was  to  be  deli- 
vered into  the  city  the  \veek  before  the  odlave  of 
Eafter. 

AVhen  the  king  of  France  heard  of  this,  he  faid 
that  he  would  be  prefent  at  the  marriages  of  his 
coufms ;  and  commanded  his  maitres  d'hotels  to 
lay  in  there  fuch  provifion  as  was  befitting  him. 

The  palace  of  the  bifhop  had  been  retained  for 
the  duke  of  Burgundy,  and  was  already  preparing 
for  him;  but  it  was  neceflary  to  give  it  up  to  the 
king,  and  workmen  were  fet  to  embellifn  it  in  a 
royal  manner,  as  it  appears  at  this  day  :  for  never 
was  there  a  feaft  in  the  memory  of  man,  nor  for 
thefe  lad  two  hundred  years,  that  had  fuch  grand 
preparations  made  for  it.  The  nobility,  in  order 
to  appear  with  the  utmoft  pomp  and  magnificence, 
were  no  more  fparing  of  their  money  than  if  it 
had  rained  gold  on  them :  and  each  endeavoured 
to  outfhine  the  other. 

Intelligence  of  thefe  marriages  was  carried  to 
England,  and  how  the  dukes  of  Burgundy  and 
Albert  intended  uniting  their  children  together. 
The  duke  of  Lancafter  (who  had  nourifhed  the 
hope  that  William  of  Hainault  would  choofe  his 
daughter,  at  lead  he  had  fo  been  given  to  under- 


fland)  Mas  pcnfive  and  melancholy  at  this  news: 
in  order  to  be  better  affured  of  it,  he  determined 
to  fend,  as  ambafladors,  knights  and  fquires  of 
his  houfehold  to  Ghent,  with  inftrudlions  to  talk 
with  duke  Albert  on  the  fubjeft.  When  they  ar- 
rived at  Ghent,  they  found  there  the  lord  Bour- 
chier,  Francis  Atremen  and  Peter  du  Bois,  who 
entertained  them  handfomely  for  two  or  three  days. 
They  then  departed  and  went  to  Mons  in  Hainault; 
from  thence  to  Quefnoy,  where  duke  Albert  re- 
fided,  and  waited  on  him.  'The  duke,  the  dii- 
chefs,  and  their  children,  in  honour  of  the  duke 
of  Lancafter,  recei>ed  the  Englifli  very  politely, 
and  the  duke  entertained  them  well,  as  did  the 
lord  de  Gouvingen. 

The  mafter  of  the  wool-ftaple  of  all  England, 
being  one  of  the  envoys,  dehvered  his  credential 
letters,  and  fpoke  firll.  He  flrongly  recommended 
the  duke  of  Lancafter  to  his  coufm  duke  Albert, 
and  then  began  on  the  fubjeds  with  which  he  had 
been  charged.  Among  other  topics,  as  1  have 
been  informed,  he  aflvcd  the  duke  if  it  were  his 
intention  to  perfevere  in  the  propofed  union  of  his 
children  with  thofe  of  the  duke  of  Burgundy. 
This  fpeech  moved  a  little  the  duke's  choler,  who 
replied,  '  Yes,  fir,  by  my  faith  do  I:  why  do  you 
alk?'  '  My  lord,'  faid  he,  '  I  mention  it  becaufe 
my  lord  of  Lancafter  has  hitherto  had  hopes  that 
the  lady  Philippa,  his  daughter,  would  have  be^ 
the  wife  of  my  lord  William  your  fon.'  Upon 
this,  duke  Albert  faid, — 'My  friends,  tell  my 
coufm,  that  when  he  marries  any  of  his  children, 

1  fhall 
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I  fliall  never  Interfere :  he  therefore  need  not 
trouble  himfelf  about  mhie,  nor  how  I  marry 
them,  nor  with  whom,  nor  when.*  This  was  the 
only  anfwer^  the  Englifii  had  from  duke  Albert. 
The  mafter  of  the  ftaple  and  his  companions  took 
leave  of  the  duke  after  dinner  and  went  to  Valen- 
ciennes, v.'here  they  lay  that  night:  on  the  morrow, 
they  returned  to  Ghent.  More  of  them  I  know 
not,  but  I  believe  they  returned  to  England. 

Eafter  was  the  time  fixed  for  the  king  of  France, 
the  dukes  of  Burgundy,  of  Bourbon,  the  duke 
Albert  with  the  duchefs  his  lady,  the  ducheifes  of 
Burgundy  and  of  Brabant,  fir  William  and  fir 
John  de  Namur,  to  be  at  Courtray.  The  king 
refided  In  the  bifhop  s  palace,  and  each  lord  and 
lady  at  their  own  hotels.  You  may  eafily  Imagine, 
that  where  the  king  of  France  was  and  fo  many  of 
his  nobles,  there  would  alfo  be  the  flower  of  his 
knighthood. 

The  king  arrived  at  Cambray  on  the  Monday 
by  dinner-time.  Ail  the  nobles  and  ladies,  having 
preceded  him,  went  to  meet  him  out  of  his  city  ; 
into  which  he  was  efcorted,  and  conduced  to  the 
palace,  to  the  found  of  numerous  trumpets  and 
minftrels.  On  Monday,  the  contrails  of  marriage 
were  figned  in  the  prefence  of  the  king  and  his 
nobles.  The  lord  William  was  to  poflefs  from 
thenceforward  the  county  of  Oftrevant*,  and  the 


*  Oflrevant,  or  ifland  of  St.  Amand.  This  was  formerly  a 
part  of  the  country  of  Valenciennes.  It  lies  on  the  borders  of 
Flanders  and  Artois. — Baudrand. 
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lady  Margaret  his  wife  was  to  have  the  whole  ter- 
ritory and  caftlewick  of  Arque*  in  Brabant:  the 
duke  of  Burgundy  gave  befides  to  his  daughter 
one  hundred  thoufand  francs.      Thus  were  the 

m 

portions  fettled. 

On  Tuefday,  at  the  hour  of  high  mafs,  they 
were  married,  in  the  cathedral  church  of  our  lady 
in  Cambray,  with  great  folemnity,  by  the  bifliop 
of  Cambray,  whole  name  was  John,  and  a  native 
of  Bruffels. 

There  was  a  very  magnificent  dinner  at  the 
palace,  to  which  were  invited  many  of  the  great 
nobles.  The  king  of  France  had  the  bridegrooms 
with  their  brides  feated  at  his  table.  Several  of 
the  principal  lords  ferved  the  king  and  his  guefts, 
mounted  on  large  war-horfes.  The  conftable  and 
the  admiral  of  France  were  feated  at  table.  Sir 
Guy  de  la  Trimouille  and  fir  William  de  Namur 
ferved,  with  many  other  great  barons  of  France. 

There  had  not  been,  for  five  hundred  years,  fo 
magnificent  or  renowned  a  folemnity  feen  in  Cam- 
bray as  was  that  of  which  I  am  now  fpeaking. 

After  this  noble  and  grand  dinner,  great  num- 
bers of  lords  and  knights  armed  and  made  them- 
felves  ready  for  the  tournament.  It  was  held  in 
the  market-place,  and  there  were  forty  knights. 
The  king  of  France  tilted  with  a  knight  from  Hain- 
ault  called  fir  Nicholas  d'Efpinoit. 

This  tournament  was  very  handfome :  the  tilts 


*  Q.  if  not  Alh. 
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were  well  performed  and  lafted  a  confiderable 
time :  a  young  knight,  called  fir  John  Deflrenne, 
from  near  Beaumont  in  Hainault,  won  the  prize. 
This  knight  tilted  to  the  fatisfadion  of  the  lords 
and  ladies,  and  received  as  the  prize  a  clafp  of 
precious  ftones,  which  the  duchefs  of  Burgundy 
took  from  her  breafl  ;  and  the  admiral  of  France 
and  fir  Guy  de  la  Trimouille  prefented  it  to  him. 

Thefe  feafts  and  amufements  continued  until 
Friday,  when  they  took  leave  of  the  king  after 
dinner ;  and  the  king,  the  lords  and  the  ladies 
departed  from  Courtray.  The  duchefs  of  Bur- 
gundy carried  with  her,  to  Arras,  Margaret  of 
Hainault,  her  daughter-in-law ;  and  madame  de 
Hainault  carried  madame  Margaret  of  Burgundy 
to  (^efnoy.     Thus  ended  all  this  bufinefs. 


CHAP.  LXXV. 

THE    DUKE    OF    BERRY    BETROTHES     HIS     DAUGHTER 

TO     THE     SON     OF     THE    COUNT    DE    BLOIS. THE 

DUKE  OF  BOURBON  AND  THE  COUNT  DE  LA 
MARCHE  ISSUE  THEIR  SUMMONS  TO  INVADE  LI- 
MOUSIN. 

A  BOUT  this  time,  there  was  a  treaty  of  mar- 
riage between  Louis  de  Blois,  fon  of  the  count 
Guy   de    Blois,    and  the   lady   Mary  de    Berry, 
daughter  of  the  duke  of  Berry.     The  count  de 
Blois  carried  his  countefs  and  his  fon  Louis,  well 
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attended  by  lords  and  ladies,  to  Bourges  in  Berry, 
where  the  duke  and  duchefs  were  waiting  for 
them,  who  received  them  and  their  company  mod 
magnificently.  Every  thing  was  there  fettled  re- 
fpefting  this  marriage,  and  the  archbifhop  of 
Bourges  betrothed  them  in  the  prefence  of  a  large 
company  of  nobility  of  both  fexes.  The  marriage 
was  not  folemnifed  at  that  time,  becaufe  both  were 
very  young  ;  but  all  the  contrafts  and  engage- 
ments were  figned,  as  to  its  future  completion,  in 
the  prefence  of  fcveral  great  barons  and  knights. 

There  were,  at  this  betrothing,  great  fealls  of 
dinners,  fuppers,  dancings  and  carollings ;  after 
which,  the  count  and  countefs  returned,  with  their 
fon  to  Blois.  The  young  lady  remained  with  the 
duchefs  her  mother,  at  a  handfome  caftle  in  Berry 
called  Mehun  fur  Yevre*. 

At  this  time,  the  duke  of  Berry  fet  out  for 
Auvergne,  Languedoc  and  Avignon,  to  vifit  pope 
Clement.  It  had  been  before  determined  that  the 
duke  de  Bourbon  and  the  count  de  la  Marche 
Ihould  enter  Limoufm,  with  two  thoufand  men  at 
arms,  to  free  the  country  from  the  englifh  thieves, 
who  were  pillaging  it ;  for  there  were  flill  fome 
caftles  in  Poitou  and  Saintonge  whofe  garrifons 
did  much  mifchief ;  and,  complaints  of  them 
having  been  made,  the  duke  of  Berry  was  defirous 
of  providing  a  remedy  for  them. 

He  had  therefore  entreated  his  coufin  the  duke 


*  Mehun  fur  Yevre, — four  leagues  from  Bourges, 

of 


381 

of  Bourbon  to  undertake  It,  and  not  to  quit 
Limoufin  or  Saintonge  until  he  ihould  have  con- 
quered the  cafhle  of  Vertueil  :  for  it  was  from  that 
garrifon  the  country  had  fuifered  the  moft.  The 
duke  de  Bourbon  accepted  the  command,  and 
iffued  his  fummons  for  the  afTembling  of  his  vaflals 
at  Mouhns,  in  the  Bourbonois,  the  firft  day  of 
June.  From  thence  they  marched  towards  Limoges, 
and  were  met  by  feveral  bodies  of  men  at  arms. 
The  duke  de  Bourbon  had  at  that  time  for  his 
fquire  an  amiable  gentleman  called  John  Bonne 
Lance",  mailer  and  captain  of  his  men  at  arms.  Of 
all  the  flower  of  his  knights  and  fquires,  certainly 
this  fquire  was  well  worthy  of  fuch  a  command. 

The  count  de  la  Marche  was  to  accompany  the 
duke  de  Bourbon  in  this  expedition,  and  made 
his  preparations  in  the  town  of  Tours, 


*  Bonne  Lance.  I  fufpeft  this  is  a  nom  de  guerre,  for  no 
mention  is  made  of  him  under  this  name  i/»  the  life  of  the 
iluke. 


CHAP. 


3S2 


CHAP.  LXXVI. 

SIR  JOHN  DE  VIENNE,  ADMIRAL  OF  tRANCF,  SAILS 
TO  SCOTLAND,  TO  CARRY  ON  THE  WAR  AGAINST 
THE  ENGLISH  AT  THE  EXPIRATION  OF  THE  TRUCE. 

A  T  this  period,  thofe  men  at  arms  who  had  been 
fixed  on  to  accompany  fir  John  de  Vienne* 
admiral  of  France,  to  Scotland,  arrived  at  Sluys 
in  Flanders.  He  was  to  have  under  his  command 
a  thoufand  lances,  knights  and  fquires,  and,  I 
believe,  they  were  all  there  ;  for  fuch  was  the 
ardour  of  thofe  who  wifhed  to  advance  themfelves, 
that  feveral  went  with  the  admiral  though  they 
had  not  been  fummoned. 

The  fleet  was  ready  prepared  at  Sluys,  and  the 
{lores  in  great  abundance  and  good.  They  em- 
barked arms  fufficient  for  twelve  hundred  men 
from  head  to  foot.  Thefe  they  had  brought  from 
the  cafhle  of  Beaute,  near  Paris,  and  they  Mere 
the  arms  of  the  Parifians,  which  had  been  ordered 
to  be  depofited  there.  With  the  admiral  were 
plenty  of  excellent  men  at  arms,  of  the  flower  of 
knighthood.  It  was  the  intention  of  the  admiral 
to  give  thefe  arms  to  the  knights  and  fquires  of 
Scotland,  the  betfer  to  fucceed  in  their  enterprife; 
for  fir  Geoffry  de  Charny  and  the  others  had  told 

the 
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the  king  on  their  return  home  lad  year,  that  the 
Scots  were  very  poorly  armed. 

1  will  now  name  fome  of  thofe  lords  of  France 
who  went  into  Scotland.  Firft,  fir  John  de  Vienne, 
admiral  of  France,  the  count  de  Grand-pre,  the 
lords  de  Verdenay,  de  Sainte  Croix,  the  lord  de 
Montbury,  fir  Geoffry  de  Charny,  fir  William  de 
Vienne,  fir  James  de  Vienne,  lord  d'Efpaigny,  fir 
Girard  de  Bourbonne,  the  lord  de  Hetz,  fir  Flori- 
mont  de  QuilTy,  the  lord  de  Marnel,  fir  Valeran 
de  Rayneval,  the  lord  de  Beaufang,  the  lord  de 
Wainbrain,  the  lord  de  Rinolle,  baron  d'Yury,. 
the  lord  de  Coucy,  fir  Perceval  d'Ameual,  the  lord 
de  Ferrieres,  the  lord  de  Fontaines,  fir  Bracquet 
de  Braquemont,  the  lord  de  Grandcourt,  the  lord 
de  Landon,  a  Breton,  fir  Guy  la  Perfonne,  fir 
William  de  Courroux,  fir  John  de  Hangiers,  fir 
Bery  de  Vinfehn,  coufin  to  the  grand  mafler  of 
PruiTia,  and  many  other  good  knights  whom  I 
cannot  name :  there  were  a  thoufand  lances, 
knights  and  fquires,  without  reckoning  the  crofs- 
bows  and  flurdy  varlecs. 

They  had  favourable  winds  and  a  good  voyage  ; 
for  the  weather  was  very  fine,  as  it  ufually  is  in 
the  month  of  May.  The  truces  had  expired 
between  the  French  and  Engliih,  the  ghent  men 
and  the  Flemings,  and  in  all  other  parts.  War 
was  fought  for,  as  it  feemed,  in  every  quarter ; 
and  thofe  knights  and  fquires  who  went  to  Scot* 
land  gallantly  wifhed  for  it,  as^they  faid,  with  the 
afliftance  of  t!ie  Scots  they  would  make  a  good 
campaign,  and  carry  on  a  fuccefsful  war  againfl: 

England, 
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England.  However,  the  Englifh,  who  had  re- 
ceived intelligence  of  this  expedition,  very  much 
fufpeO:ed  whither  it  was  bound. 


CHAP.   LXXVH. 

THE    PILLAGERS     OF     GIIE^'T,     SURNAMED    PORKERS, 

COMMIT      MUCH      MLSCHIEF. FRANCLS       ATREMEN 

DEFEATS     SOME     FRENCH     TROOPS    NEAR    ARDEM- 
BOURG. 

npHE  lord  Bourchier,  who  had  the  government 
of  Ghent  by  order  of  the  king  of  England 
and  the  captains  of  the  commonalty,  Francis 
Atremen,  Peter  du  Bois  and  Peter  le  Nuitre,  had 
made  every  preparation,  knowing  the  war  was  to 
be  renewed.  They  had  been  very  bufily  em- 
ployed during  the  truce,  in  flrengthening  and 
victualling  the  town  of  Ghent,  as  well  as  the 
caflle  of  Gauvre  and  all  other  places  under  their 
obedience. 

At  this  period,  there  were  a  fet  of  vagabonds 
who  had  taken  refuge  in  the  wood  of  la  Refpaille, 
and  had  fortified  themfelves  in  a  houfe  fo  ftrongly 
that  it  could  not  be  taken.  They  had  been  driven 
out  of  Aloft,  Grammont  and  other  towns  in 
1  landers  :  having  wafted  their  all,  and  not  know- 
ing how  to  live  otherwife  than  by  plunder,  they 
robbed  and  pillaged  any  one  who   fell  in   their 

way. 
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The  fubje£t  of  imlverfal  converfatlon  was  thefe 
Porkers  of  la  Refpaille,  which  wood  Is  fituated 
between  Regnals,  Grammont,  Anghlen,  and  Ly- 
fines.  They  did  much  mifchlef  in  the  caftlewick 
of  Ath,  and  on  the  lands  of  Floberge,  Ly fines 
and  Anghlen ;  and  thefe  pillagers  were  fupported 
by  Ghent.  Under  their  countenance  they  com- 
mitted many  murders  and  robberies  :  they  entered 
Hainault,  from  whence  they  dragged  people  out 
of  their  beds,  and  carried  them  to  their  fort, 
when  they  ranfomed  them,  and  thus  made  war  on 
all  mankind. 

The  lord  de  Baudrius  and  de  la  Morte,  caflellan 
of  Ath,  watched  them  feveral  times,  but  he  could 
never  catch  them,  for  they  were  too  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  means  of  efcaping.  They  were 
fo  much  dreaded  on  the  borders  of  Hainault  and 
Brabant  that  none  dared  to  travel  thofe  roads,  nor 
through  that  part  of  the  country. 

The  duke  of  Burgundy,  in  confequence  of  the 
renewal  of  the  war,  had  reinforced  the  garrifons 
of  his  towns  and  caftles  In  Flanders  with  men  and 
Icores.  The  lord  de  G.uiftelles  was  commander  in 
Bruges,  and  fir  John  de  Jumont  in  Courtray  :  for 
fir  William  de  Namur  was  at  that  time  lord  of 
Sluys :  fir  Roger  de  Guiflelle  governed  Damme, 
and  fir  Peter  de  la  Sleple  Ypres.  Men  at  arms 
were  flationed  in  all  the  frontier  towns  of  Flanders 
by  order  of  the  duke  of  Burgundy, 

Sir  Guy  de  Pontarlier,  marfhal  of  Burgundy, 

remained  in  garrifon  in  the  town  of  Ardembourg, 

with  fir  Rafflart  de  Flandres,  fir  John  dc  Jumont, 
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iar  Henry  du  Going,  the  lord  de  Montigny  in 
Oftrevant,  the  lord  de  Longueval,  fir  John  de 
Bernede,  fir  Peter  de  Bailleul,  Belle-Fourriere, 
Phelippot  Ganey,  Raoullin  de  la  Folie,  and  feveral 
more,  to  the  amount  of  two  hundred  combatants. 
They  determined  among  themfelves  to  make  an 
excurfion  into  the  Quatre  Mefliers  and  ravage  that 
country,for  much  provifion  was  carried  from  thence 
into  Ghent.  They  therefore,  having  fixed  on  a 
day  for  this  enterprife,  armed  themfelves  and 
marched  thither. 

The  fame  day  that  the  French  had  fixed  on  for 
their  expedition,  about  two  thoufand  determined 
men  had  fallied  out  of  Ghent  under  the  command 
of  Francis  Atremen :  accidentally  they  found  them- 
felves in  a  village  in  the  midfl  of  the  French. 
When  they  had  reconnoitred  each  other,  they 
faw  a  battle  was  unavoidable.  The  French  in- 
ftantly  difmounted,  and,  grafping  their  lances, 
advanced  on  the  enemy:  the  ghent  men,  who  were 
as  numerous,  did  the  fame. 

The  combat  began  fliarply;  but  the  ghent  men 
advanced  into  a  pafs  which  was  much  to  their  lofs, 
where  the  battle  was  more  fevere:  many  gallant 
deeds  were  done,  and  many  beat  down.  Sir 
Rafflart  de  Flandres  in  thai  place  fliewed  the 
greatefl  courage ;  and  the  knights  and  fquires 
engaged  the  ghent  men  with  determined  valour, 
as  indeed  it  behoved  them  to  do,  for  quarter  was 
given  to  none. 

At  lall  the  ghent  men,  by  having  fuperior 
numbers,  <::;aincd  the  held,   and  the  French  were 
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obliged  to  mount  their  horfes  or  they  would  have 
been  flain,  for  their  opponents  much  outnumbered 
them.  In  this  encounter  were  killed  fir  John  de 
Berne£le,  fir  Peter  de  Bailleul,  Belle-Fourrierc, 
Phelippot  de  Ganey,  RaouUin  de  la  Folie,  and 
many  others :  the  more  the  pity.  The  reft  were 
obliged  to  fly  and  re-enter  Ardembourg,  or  they 
muft  inevitably  have  been  killed. 

After  this  event,  the  vifcount  de  Meaux  was 
fent  with  all  his  men  at  arms  to  garrifon  Ardem- 
bourg, which  he  repaired  and  ftrengthened.  He 
had  with  him  feveral  knights  and  fquires  who 
were  good  determined  foldiers.  At  this  time  fir 
John  de  Jumont  was  great  bailiff  of  Flanders,  and 
had  been  fo  for  the  two  preceding  years.  He  was 
much  feared  through  all  that  country  for  his  great 
prowefs,  and  the  deeds  he  had  performed.  When- 
ever he  got  hold  of  any  ghent  men  he  put  them  to 
death,  or  had  their  eyes  thruft  out,  or  their  hands, 
ears  or  feet  cut  off,  and  in  this  ftate  fent  them 
away  to  ferve  as  an  example  to  their  fellow-citizens. 
He  was  fo  renowned  throughout  all  Flanders  for 
his  pitilefs  juftice  in  thus  cruelly  punilhing  the 
ghent  men,  that  no  one  was  talked  of  but  him  in 
the  v/hole  country. 
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